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WB: CENTRAL
TEAM TO ASSESS
AMPHAN DAMAGE

RAJIB CHOWDHURI | DC
KOLKATA, JUNE 4

More than two weeks after
Cyclone Amphan devastated
West Bengal, a seven-member
inter ministerial central team
reached the state on Thursday
to assess the extent of damage.

Led by union home min-
istry’s joint secretary (cyber
and information security)
Anuj Sharma, the team, divid-
ed into two, will visit the two
worst-affected districts: South
24 Parganas and North 24
Parganas on June 5 and 6 res-
pectively by traveling in cars
on road, launch boats in river
and choppers in air

Patharpratima and
Namkhana in South 24
Parganas and Hingalganj and
Basirhat in North 24 Parganas
are on their list of destina-
tions including Kolkata which
also bore the brunt of the dan-
gerous cyclone on May 20, On
May 22, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, accompanied
by Governor Jagdeep Dhankh-
ar and Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, visited Basirhat dur-
ing his aerial survey to take
stock of the devastation.

Apart from Sharma, key offi-
cials of the ministry of agri-
culture and farmers Welfare,
department of fisheries, depa-
riment of expenditure, min-
istry of Jal Shakti, ministry of
power and ministry of road
transport and highways are in
the team.

The state government, which
was sanctioned a relief fund of
21,000 crore by the centre after
the Prime Minister's visit, is
expected to demand for more
financial assistance with its
report of scale of devastation
to the team when it would
meet state chief secretary
Rajiva Sinha on June 6 before
returning to New Delhi.
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m 7-member team to visit 2 districts devasted by Cyclone Amphan

Central team reaches West Bengal

RAJIB CHOWDHURI
KOLKATA, JUNE 4

More than two weeks after
Cyclone Amphan devastat-
ed West Bengal, a seven-
member inter ministerial
central team (IMCT), sent
by the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment, reached the state
on Thursday evening to
assess the extent of dam-
age. Led by Union home
ministry's joint secretary
(eyber and information
security) Anuj Sharma, the
IMCT, divided in two
teams, will visit the two
worst-affected  districts,
South 24 Parganas and
North 24 Parganas on June
5 and 6 respectively by trav-
elling in cars on road,
launch boats in river and
choppers in air.
Patharpratima and
Namkhana in South 24
Parganas and Hingalganj
and Basirhat in North 24
Parganas are on their list
of destinations including

WHILE 98 persons lost
their lives, six crores out
of the state’s population
of 10 crores were affect-
ed due to Cyclone
Amphan though 8.13
lakh people were evacu-
ated by the state gov-
ernment

Kolkata which also bore
the brunt of the dangerous
cyclone on May 20. On May
22, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, accompa-
nied by governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar and chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee, visit-
ed Basirhat during his aer-
ial survey to take stock of
the devastation.

Apart from Mr Sharma,
key officials of the min-
istry of agriculture and
farmers Welfare, depart-
ment of fisheries, depart-
ment of expenditure, min-
istry of Jal Shakti, min-
istry of power and min-
istry of road transport and

highways are in the team.

The state government,
which was sanctioned a
relief fund of 1,000 crores
by the Centre after the
PM's visit, is expected to
demand for more financial
assistance with its report
of scale of devastation to
the IMCT when it would
meet state chief secretary
Rajiva Sinha on June 6
before returning to New
Delhi.

While 98 persons lost
their lives, six crores out of
the state's population of 10
crores were affected due to
Cyclone Amphan though
8.13 lakh people were evac-
uated by the state govern-
ment. Besides, around 4.5
lakhs electric poles were
uprooted while 300 culverts
of bridges, 105 lakh
hectares of agricultural
land, 58,000 hectares of
fisheries, 4,710 kms of
rural roads, 26 jetties, 160
km of dams and 1.10 lakh
schools were also damaged.

i -
starts in Kolkata
AGE CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA, JUNE 4

Home delivery of ligquor
has finally started in West
Bengal after the Mamata
Banerjee government
allowed Swiggy, the app-
based online delivery plat-
form, for the service days
after its launch for the
same in Jharkhand and
Odisha.

The service, which began
in Kolkata and Siliguri on
Thursday after obtaining
necessary approvals from
the West Bengal govern-
ment, will expand to 24
maore cities in the state.

A Swiggy spokesperson
said: “Swiggy has been
working closely with the
West Bengal government
since the beginning of the
lockdown to provide sup-
port on multiple fronts.”
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Drop in pollution levels a boon
for Gulf of Mannar ecosystems

Study shows higher fish density, improved water quality

P.A. NARAYANI
MADURAIT

The COVID-19 lockdown has
had a positive impact on
coastal ecosystems of the
Gulf of Mannar, along
Thoothukudi district.

Limited industrial activi-
ties and human interference
has reduced the levels of pol-
lution, increased the num-
ber of fish species and densi-
ty and has improved the
overall quality of marine wa-
ter, reveal findings by the Su-
ganthi Devadason Marine
Research Institute (SDMRI)
in Thoothukudi.

Director of SDMRI ].K.
Patterson said that while col-
lecting data for a State go-
vernment project, the insti-
tute conducted a study
between May 25 and June 2
to assess the level of plastic
pollution during the lock-
down along the coast of
Thoothukudi district.

There has been a remar-
kable reduction in macro
and meso-plastic pollution
levels at eight locations
along the coast — Manapad,
Tiruchendur, Thoothukudi
Harbour beach, Inigo Nagar,
Muthunagar beach, Theres-
puram, Vellapatti and Tha-
ruvaikulam. The average re-

The study found that there was a remarkable reduction in

macro and meso-plastic pollution levels along the coast.

duction in the level of
macro-plastic is 51.4% and
that of meso-plastic is 28%.

“This reduction in plastic
pollution levels can be attri-
buted to the absence of
movement of people along
the coast,” says Mr.
Patterson.

Coral reef fish

Another major outcome of
the study is the increase in
the number of species of co-
ral reef fish, from 89 in Fe-
bruary to 96 in May, in the
Thoothukudi group of is-
lands of Gulf of Mannar —
Vaan, Koswari, Kariyachalli
and Vilanguchali. The aver-
age fish density has also in-
creased by 22%.

“Generally, fish tend to
migrate in the summer due
to high temperatures. But
despite the high water tem-
perature due to climate
change and subsequent co-
ral bleaching this summer,
the fish population has in-
creased, thanks to less hu-
man disturbance during the
lockdown period,” he says.

Usually, more than 300
fish-traps are illegally de-
ployed every day to collect
reef fish. These species are
highly exploited as they
command high commercial
value in the market, he ad-
ded. Fortunately, during the
lockdown, the population of
Scarus ghobban (parrot fish)
has increased by 39%.
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Cyclone Nisarga weakens, likely to enter MP

INDORE

Cyclone Nisarga, which
weakened intoalow pres-
sure area, is likely to enter
Madhya Pradesh by Thurs-
day evening from the south-
ern parts of the state, instead
of the western parts as pre-
dicted earlier, an official of
the India Meteorological
Department said.

IMD officials said that the
cyclone has weakened into a
cyclonic storm before enter-
ing Madhya Pradesh from
neighbouring Maharashtra,
and is likely to lose its inten-
sity further. As a result of
the cyclone, parts of Mad-
hya Pradesh received rain-
fall from Wednesday and
the showers are likely to
continue on Thursday as
well, they said,

IMD’s senior scientist
Vedprakash Singh Chandel
said, “Our earlier forecast
was that Nisarga could enter
Madhya Pradesh from Ma-
harashtra between 7 am and
11 am on Thursday from
Khandwa, Khargone and
Burhanpur, But now this cy-
clone has lost its intensity
and weakened into a low
pressure area.”

“In the changing weather
conditions, there is a possi-
bility that Nisarga may enter
Madhya Pradesh from its
southern parts like Betul,
Chhindwara and Seoni
around 7 pm on Thursday,”
he said. According to the

* SOHAJUEMA e

"'f‘

m_ R

Vehicles ply on the Eastern Express highway during rain in the aftermath of Cyclone Nxsarga, in Mumbai, on Thursday — Photo: PTI

forecast, the cyclone is likely
to have an impact in the
areas under Narmadapu-
ram, Bhopal, Sagar, Rewa,
Jabalpur and Shahdol divi-
sions in the coming hours.
The meteorologist said
that in the 24 hours that
ended 8.30 am on Thursday,
the places that recorded

maximum rainfall include
Segaon (136 mm), Khandwa
(132 mm), Sendhwa (104
mm), Niwali (102 mm),
Sonkatch (100 mm)}, Bhains-
dehi (954 mm) and
Amarpur (94 mm). The
State government has put
the administration on alert
and told the authorities to be

prepared to deal with the sit-
uation. In some districts, in-
cluding Indore, citizens
were urged to remain in-
doors.

Several parts of MP have
been getting showers since
Wednesday night, which has
brought relief from the swel-
tering heat. Barring parts of

Gwalior and Chambal divi-
sions, rainfall occurred in al-
most entire MP as an effect
of cyclone Nisarga, said GD
Mishra, senior meteorolo-
gist with IMDs Bhopal of-
fice. “Rains lashed 46 dis-
tricts out of the total 52
districts in MP,” said GD
Mishra, eni
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Sparks fly

over water at
KRMB meet

Haws NEWS SERVICE

Hyderabad: The meeting
of the Krishna River Man-
agement Board on Thurs-
day failed to throw up any
solution to resolve the
contentious issues like
construction of new proj-
ects by both Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh. The
KBMB being an executive
body only heard the argu-
ments of both the sides
and decided to refer the
matter to the apex council.
Interestingly, both sides
accused each other of con-
structing projects without
obtaining prior permission
from the Centre and ar-
gued that they would
harm their interests.
While the Telangana gov-
ernment wanted the
KRMB to direct Andhra
Pradesh to stop construc-
tion of all projects on
river Krishna, Andhra
Pradesh argued that
Telangana’s claim of hav-
ing obtaining permission
for projects like Palamuru
Ranga Reddy, ete, does
not stand valid since it
had gone in for redesign-
ing of the projects after
bifurcation of the state.
The nature of these proj-
ects which were permit-
ted in undivided Andhra
Pradesh has been drasti-
cally changed and it would
harm the interests of the

B AP Telangana
accuse each other
over projects

B River board to
refer violations
to apex council

- -. t i B .
N osvuin <
Chaimman of Krishna River

Management Board A
Paramesham add ressing media

lower riparian state.
BRefuting the charge,

Principal Secretary (Irri-
gation), Government of
Telangana Rajat Kumar
said that Andhra Pradesh
government’s latest pro-
posal to construct a lift ir-
rigation project on river
Krishna to lift water from
Srisailam should not be
allowed. This, he argued,
was a new project and
hence the neighbouring
state should seek the per-
mission of the apex coun-
cil. He complained that
APwas utilising more wa-
ter than what was allo-
cated to it.

Continued on Page 7
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Sparks fly over water at KRMB meet

Continued from P1

Referring to the Pattiseema
project in Andhra Pradesh, he
said as per the agreement, the
upper riparian state (Telan-
gana) should be given 45 TMC
of water fromriver Krishna. He
also made a power-point pres-
entation to explain how the in-
terests of Telangana were af-
fected by the projects being
taken up by AP. He said that
drinkingwater needs of Hyder-
abad to the extent 0f16.5 TMC
would be met through the proj-
ects on Krishna river. Rajat Ku-
mar said that the share of Telan-
gana in Krishna waters should

be enhanced to 575 TMC as
most part of the river flows in
the state. Challenging the
claims of Telangana, Principal
Secretary (AP Irrigation depart-
ment) Adityanath Das said that
since the location of projects
cleared in undivided AP have
been changed, they should be
considered as new ones, He also
claimed that AP was taking up
only the projects that were
cleared in united Andhra
Pradesh. Meanwhile, KRMB
chairman A Paramesham di-
rected the irrigation officials of
both the states to submit de-
tailed project reports of the new

projects on river Krishna. They
wouldbe submitted to the apex
council for clearances. He said
that flood water should be used
on 50:50 ratio. He further said
that the Krishna water should
be shared on the ratio of 66:34
by Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana, respectively. Theformula
should be followed till the final
formula is decided. Both the
states agreed to implement
telemetry system on priority
and promised to make available
required funds to the KRMB
The power would be shared on
50:50 ratio by both the states
whichis generated at Srisailam.
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