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Remote

PNS B ITANAGAR

Road connectivity to the
remote Shi-Yomi district in
Arunachal Pradesh snap
after a bridge was washed
away in the floods triggered by
incessant rains over the last
cmg)lc of days, officials said on
Friday.

Shi-Yomi district, bordering
China, was cut-off from the
rest of the country after the
RCC bridge (reinforced
cement concrete) near Yapik
village on the Aalo-Mechuka
Road was washed away on
Wednesday night, they said.

Transportation of people
and essential commodities to
the remote district would be
badly affected as it is likely to
take days to restore the bridge,
the officials said, adding that
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Arunacha
district near China
border cut-oft

people travelling between
Mechuka and Aalo were also
left stranded.

Expressing serious concern
over the incident, state
Assembly Speaker Pasang D
Sona, who represents the dis-
trict, has urged the Border
Roads Organization (BRO) to
restore the bridge on war foot-
ing.

%n a letter to the chief engi-
neer of Project Brahmank of
the BRO based at Pasighat in
East Siang district, the speak-
er said the Aalo-Mechuka
Road "is the key and strategic
road for movement of people,
transportation of essential
commodities, life-savin
drugs, construction ma(criaF.
and movement of defence
personnel in the entire Shi-
Yomi district”.
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No new projects
on Godavari: TS

Says lifting surplus water can’t be considered as new project

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Telangana State on Friday
asserted that it had not
taken up any new irrigation
projects on River Godavari
as alleged by Andhra
Pradesh, but had only re-en-
gineered certain projects
that were approved and de-
signed by the erstwhile gov-
ernment in undivided AP.

Explaining the State’s
stand at the 9th meeting of
the Godavari River Manage-
ment Board (GRMB) here,
Irrigation Principal Secre-
tary Rajat Kumar pointed
out that the re-engineering
had to be taken up since the
earlier designs were biased
against Telangana and not
in its interest.

The meeting was necessi-
tated following a complaint
lodged by the AP govern-
ment that Telangana had
taken up nine new projects
on the river without ap-
provals. The meeting was
chaired by GRMB chairman
J Chandrashekhar Iyer, and
was attended by Engineers
in Chief (Telangana) C Mu-
ralidhar, E-in-C of Andhra
Pradesh C Narayana Reddy,
Rajat Kumar and AP Special
Chief Secretary Adityanath.

“All projects have been
approved by the authorities

GRMB SEEKS DPRs BY JUNE 10

HYDERABAD: The chair-
man of Godavari River
Management Board
(GRMB) J Chandrashekhar
lyer on Friday directed
both Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh to submit
Detailed Project Reports
(DPRs) of all the projects
they have taken up on
River Godavari by June 10.
The Board sought the re-
ports of nine projects
taken up by Telangana in-

concerned before the State
was bifurcated. In Telan-
gana, water can’t flow with
the help of gravity due to its
hilly terrain. Hence, lifts are
being used to take surplus
water from one place to the
other. A lift can’t be counted
as a project. There is a huge
cost involved in lifting
water, but considering the
terrain, the State is spending
huge amounts to lift the
water to great height to irri-
gate land and to provide

drinking water,” Rajat
Kumar told the media after
the GRMB meeting.

He said AP had com-
plained that Telangana had
enhanced utilization under
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation

cluding enhancement of
Kaleshwaram Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme (KLIS) as al-
leged by the AP govern-
ment. The Board also
wanted the sibling States
to submit agenda points
for the forthcoming Apex
Council meeting to be
chaired by Jal Shakthi Min-
ister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat in which the
CMs of the two States will
also participate. (SEE PAGE 2)

Scheme (KLIS) from 225
tmcft to 450 tmcft, and from
70 tmcft to 100 tmcft under
Sita Rama Lift Irrigation
Scheme. “We countered
their contention by pointing
out that the Bachawat
Award had allocated 967
TMC of Godavari water to
Telangana and we have the
right to use it as per our re-
quirement. Our present uti-
lizations are much lower
than what we are entitled
for,” he said. He also said
even as Telangana had a
right over 58 TMC in
Nizamsagar and 185 TMC in
SRSP, it hardly ever re-
ceived the full quantity as
upper riparian States utilize
most of it. (SEE PAGE 2)
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No new projects on Godavari: TS

“AP has been diverting 80
TMC of Godavari water to
Krishna basin via Pat-
tiseema lift, We informed
the GRMB that Telangana
has a share in the 45 TMC
of Godavari water as per
allocations in united AP, I
am sure the Board will
consider our submission,”
he said.

Centre cleared KLIS,
Tummadihatti

Quoting a letter written by
the Secretary to Govern-
ment of India to Telan-
gana government in 2017,
the Irrigation Secretary
said the Centre had agreed

that both KLIS and Tum-
midihatti projects can’t be
considered as new proj-
ects and they were only
redesigned components of
the Pranahita-Chevella
project. He further ob-
jected to the demand for
submission of Detailed
Project Reports (DPR) of
all the projects completed
and ongoing on Godavari.
“We have informed the
Board that we will have to
take the issue of submit-
ting DPRs to the State gov-
ernment and will follow
the government’s decision
on it. However, in princi-
ple, we said that we will

not submit any DPR of
projects that are taken up
before June 02, 2014,” he
said. He said the issue has
several intricacies as the
fight for Statehood began
because of the lopsided al-
locations of waters, The
State also nominated Chief
Engineer (Hydrology) as a
member to the committee
to be appointed by GRMB
to decide on installation of
telemetry machines on
Godavari projects in both
the States. Telangana has
been demanding installa-
tion of telemetry equip-
ment at Polavaram and
Patttiseema, he said.

38



1/20551/2020

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Navbharat Times 06-Jun-2020

Poonam.Gaur
@timesgroup.com

m =2 o=t =i = 9= =0,
T TSI 9 26 SH5IT 6 2
21 =l 2 | oot = SiE S = 9=y
=1 =TH HfeH = <ih? UFH = A
TSI 5 =3 SISl hl T=hiE F=
=T fopT 21 FIfeh <= 9T 21 9 16

m%m'ﬂﬁmﬁﬁ%1oo96ﬁ3€ 180 u'\rswf%ra—?qw%

=T Hispa e, s, o e =
& S oF HR 9% T2 SR SN0
Fu, 7o, 2 | WiEwe = W1 e
T F AR A AT T FH
e 21 =99 =<1 gl ﬁﬁ ==

Z 1 TASTE W gates
Zr=ren AMSEST==

o=t 35 =i=sT usisia B = 2

gEafiE SESl S sf%‘mﬁara = T=fE, 9= =
A2 5T =PR 1= HE, A SR AR

T F FESST 9 AR o =9
=F fIsa 9= o SenE 9 9ra
TR T S SifEg i I
=Far = 9= a=gs TS =+
O =0T SR 39k A H H OSie
L =T G2 911 =i =99 =
T=EE H 1009 SES A =E 2
=H H 40 T 31T OF 22T T8 =
HHT 21 180 ATEHEYT =1 BEEE 2
=T 106 HA=ST =01 ==aH A T 9=
2F TRaReT # GFan = 2= 2 ) ORE

AT T 9% AR =B ST
20 g = 30 ¥ 35 =i, denar
=7 T et T =T U S
== TaEg 99 = 319 H
= FAE T RN AT
=igsSIET =T, Wﬂﬁm’asﬁt
a’Tqa-?, ITEA T T AR HEm,

20| =9 gfew = e 9 = Sl
=HT =TT =BT BIMITST 375 T30 <2917 1

39



1/20551/2020

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Chronicle 06-Jun-2020

June 10 final date to
file Godavari report

N. VAMSI SRINIVAS | DC
VIJAYAWADA. JUNE 5

The Godavari River
Management Board
(GRMB) on Friday set
June 10 as the deadline
for Telangana state and
Andhra Pradesh to fur-
nish the detailed project
reports of new projects
on the Godavari.

The AP government has
submitted the DPRs for
Pattiseema and
Purushottapatnam  lift
irrigation schemes but
the GRMB sought addi-
tional information.
Adityanath Das, special
chief secretary of irriga-
tion, assured the GRMB
that the state would pro-
vide supplements with
the remaining DPRs.

Telangana irrigation
principal secretary Rajat
Kumar said the DPRs for
projects conceived by the
state would be submitted
to GRMB/CWC for clear-
ance and appraisal by the
Apex Council after obta-
ining clearance and per-
mission from higher au-
thorities, read CM K.
Chandrashekar Rao.

The GRMB meeting wit-
nessed diametrically
opposite views of both
states on water sharing
and usage. Rajat Kumar
argued that TS was allo-
cated 967 tmc ft and this
was admitted by then
Chief Minister N. Kiran

Kumar Reddy on the floor
of the Assembly of the
combined state. AP offi-
cials did not agree and
took a stand that the
Bachawat Tribunal did
not make any specified
allocation to Telangana
state.

Rajat Kumar reiterated
that it was up to the state
to relocate projects as
long as the drawal of
water is within the allo-
cated share. Das is said to
have countered the argu-
ment stating that the AP
should have the same
leverage to readjust its
projects within allocated
shares as was the case
with the Rayalaseema
Lift Irrigation Scheme on
the Krishna river: AP did
not budge on its stand
that Purushottapatnam
was not a new project.

The two states agreed to
the GRMB proposal for
setting up a joint commit-
tee for installing teleme-
try at all border points to
assess the water drawal.

« ADITYANATH DAS is
said to have countered
the argument stating
that the AP should have
the same leverage to
readjust its projects
within allocated shares
as was the case with the
Rayalaseema Lift
Irrigation Scheme on the
Krishna river.
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Huge pendency
in green cases

HILE THE NUMBER of

environment-related offences

inthe country declined 17%
t035,196 in 2018 from42,143 in 2017,
the number of cases pending incounts
went upby 7% to 48,238.50,atthe
current rate,according to Centre for
Science and Environment’s State of
India’s Environment 2020report,courts
willtake nine to 33 yearsto clear the
backlog of casesforviolations under
forest, wildlife,environment protection
andair pollutionlaws.

For instance, under The Forest Act
and The Forest Conservation Act, the
average number of cases courts
disposed of everyday in 2018 was 5.56.
At that rate, courts will take 9.2 years to
complete the backlog. States with most
number of offences were Uttar Pradesh
(1,436), Rajasthan (471) and Himachal
Pradesh (240). Similarly, under The
Wildlife Protection Act, the average
number of cases courts disposed of
every day in 2018 was less than one. At
the current rate, it will take more than
13 years to clear the backlog of cases.

The worst showing is for The

Major pile-up

Environmental (Protection) Act and The
Air & The Water (Prevention & Control
of Pollution) Act, where it will take over
32 and 33 years, respectively, to clear
the huge backlog of pending cases. Over
90% court cases remain unresolved
under five of the seven Acts related to
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Environmental crimes in 2018

35,19

Along way to go

Courts need to dispose of
132 cases a day to clear the

backlog in a year

The Forest Act & The
Forest Conservation
The wildlife

Pr ion Act

forests, wildlife, environment protection
and pollution. The most worrying trend
is that 12 states, including
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Meghalaya, and Uttarakhand,
have registered an increase in
environmental crimes between 2017
and 2018.

The Environmental
(Protection) Act

The Air & The Water

(Prevention & Control

of Pollution) Act

The Cigarette and Other
Tobacco Products Act

Noise Pollution Act

The National Green
Tribunal Act

Total environment &

pollution-related acts

* Totd casesdieposed ofin a year divided

Environment-related
crimes registered

Cases pending
in court

| 6,281 S,

Average number of cases
courts disposed of every

48,23

Average cases courts have to
dispose of every day to finish

ae

Time courts will take to
finish the backlog if it moves
day in 2018 * at its current pace** the backlog in a year’

5.56 cases 9 years 2 months 51.18 cases
‘States with most offences: Uttar Pradesh (1436), Rajasthan (471), Himachal Pradesh (240)

| 0.62 cases 13 years 3 months | 8.22 cases
States with most offences: Uttar Pradesh (227), Rajasthan (220), Madhya Pradesh (240)

0.05 cases 32 years 3 months | 1.77 cases
States with most offences: Maharashtra (45), Uttar Pradesh (13), Haryana (9)

0.01 cases 33 years 3 months 0.27 cases
States with most offences: Madhya Pradesh (7), Kerala (3), Gujarat (2)

61.93 cases 9 months 54.75 cases

States with most offences: Tamil Nadu (14,462), Kerala (5,723), Rajasthan (1,378)

17.51 cases 9 months 15.77 cases

States with most offences: Rajasthan (7,713), Tamil Nadu (72), Maharashtra (56)

0 cases Over 73 years 0.2 cases
“States with most cases: Meghalaya (45), Maharashtra (34) -

s ] 1year 5 months

Act

] 85.68 cases

by3esdays ** Cases pending atthe end of the year dvided by dy -

] 132.16 cases

end of the year dided by 365 days

Over 90 per cent court cases remain unresolved under five of the seven acts related to forests, wildlife, environment protection and pollution

The Forest Act &

The Forest

Conservation Act
COURT PENDENCY*

90.2%
POLICE PENDENCY**
25.5%

Court cases with conviction

1,300

* Percentage of the total cases pending trial at the end of the year divided by the total cases that came for trial during the year

L20repon

Source Centre

“ £ The wildlife
Protection Act

COURT PENDENCY

POLICE PENDENCY

28.1%

Court cases with conviction

132

The Environmental

(Protection)

COURT PENDENCY

POLICE PENDENCY

Court cases with

7

The Air & The Water #p Total Environment

Act —~-. (Prevention & Control of !!! & Pollution-
Pollution) Act Related Acts
COURT PENDENCY COURT PENDENCY

POLICE PENDENCY

/ 3

15.2%

POLICE PENDENCY

v

L9.3% 41.2%

Court cases with conviction Court cases with conviction
3 95.9

** Percentage of total cases disposed of by police divided by total cases for investigation during the year

conviction

Worrying trend

12 states have registered an increase in
environmental crimes between 2017 & 2018
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New Delhi, June 5: India
may face devastating cli-
mate change effects,
including Kkiller heat
waves and severe flooding,
in the next 80 years, says a
study that calls for urgent
steps to reduce green-
house gas emissions to
avert associated risks to
the country’s population,
ecosystems and economy.
Annual mean tempera-
tures across India are like-
ly to increase by 4.2
degrees Celsius under a
high emission scenario by
the end of the 21st century,
the researchers, led by
Prof Mansour Almazroui
from the King Abdulaziz

University in  Saudi
Arabia, said.

India is the most densely
populated region in the
world, with relatively high
sensitivity and low
resilience to changes in its
climate, all of which
makes it very exposed and
vulnerable to any changes
that may occur during the
rest of the 21st century,
Almazroui told PTI in an
email on World
Environment Day on
Friday.

“A large part of India’s
population, ecosystems,
and economy are all
exposed to high risk in the
face of future climate
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‘India may suffer devastating climate impact in next 80 yrs’

» INDIA MAY face killer
heat waves and severe
flooding in the next 80
years, says a study that
calls for urgent steps to
reduce greenhouse

gas emissions

change, he said. The study,
published in the journal
Earth Systems and
Environment last month,
suggests that northwest-
ern India is at particularly
high risk to flooding from
snow and glacier melt
caused by temperatures
projected to rise by the end
of the 21st century.

The researchers also
forecast killer heat waves
over the plains, adding
that severe flooding is like-
ly to take place with annu-
al rainfall over India pro-
jected to increase under all
emission scenarios in the
21st century.

Using a supercomputer
to analyse global climate
models, the research team
observed a potentially
large increase of more
than 6 degrees Celsius
under a high emission sce-
nario over northwestern
India, comprising the com-

plex Karakorum and
Himalayan mountain
ranges.

The enhanced warming
is likely to further acceler-
ate the snow and glacier
melt over this region, with
a consequent increase in
flooding. This could have
serious implications for
crops, ecosystems, and
populations living down-
stream, Almazroui said.

Moreover, the rise in
temperature is likely to
increase the frequency of
killer heat waves over the
country’s plains, he added.

The study analysed the
latest generation of mod-
els to project more warm-
ing — 1 to 3 degrees
Celsius — over the irrigat-
ed plains of the Ganges,

which according to the
researchers, may have
serious repercussions for
agriculture and liveli-
hoods.

The models project high-
er warming over the
Indian subcontinent in the
winter season than in the
summer, which may dis-
rupt snow or ice accumu-
lations and affect winter
cropping patterns, the
researchers said.

While the projected rise
in the average tempera-
ture in winter is up to 4.7
degrees Celsius, the esti-
mated warming for sum-
mers is up to 3.6 degrees
Celsius, they said. — PTI
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5 crore trees for Sunderbans: CM

SUBHAJOY ROY

Calcutta: The state govern-
ment will plant “five crore”
trees in the Sunderbans to
make up for the loss of man-
groves because of Cyclone
Amphan, chief minister Ma-
mata Banerjee said on Friday.

Mamata said 1,600sq km of
the 4,200sq km of the forests
were ravaged by the storm.
The mangroves are the protec-
tors of the Sunderbans and by
extension, even Calcutta.
They have saved people from
many natural disasters.

“A large section of the
mangroves has been de-
stroyed by the cyclone. Man-
groves have saved the Sunder-

bans many times in the past,
even during Aila (the cyclone
that struck in May 2009). We
will plant five crore mangrove
trees in the Sunderbans,” the
chief minister said.

The state forest depart-
ment will launch the pro-
gramme on July 14. Ravi Kant
Sinha, the principal chief con-
servator of forests, said trees
would be transported from
nurseries of the forest depart-
ment in the Sunderbans area.

“We have nurseries in
Jharkhali and many other
areas in the Sunderbans. One-
year-old trees will be trans-
ported from these nurseries
and planted along the coast,”
said Sinha.

The plantation could be
done by physically going down
to the interface areas between
thesea and the land, where the
mangroves grow, or by throw-
ing seeds onthesoil.

Tuhin Ghosh, the director
of Jadavpur University’s
School of Oceanographic Stud-
ies,saidin places that were dif-
ficult to access, boats are
taken as close to the land as
possible and seeds are thrown
on the soil.

Specialists working on the
Sunderbans’ ecology won-
dered whether it was possible
to plant five crore saplings in
the Sunderbans. Ghosh ex-
pressed doubt whether the
state forest department has as

many seedlings of mangrove
trees.

Since the roots of man-
grove trees are well spread,
they need considerable space
between each other, a natural-
ist pointed out.

The university professor
and the naturalist lauded the
plan to go for a plantation
drive. “Mangroves act as ob-
struction against fierce winds
and save the Sunderbans from
damage caused by violent
storms. The dense foliage
breaks the wind speed. Be-
sides, themangroves trap sedi-
ments when water recedes
during low tide. The sediments
help in land building. This is
the reverse of land being

washed away by the sea. The
trapped sediments raise the
level of land,” said Ghosh.

He said the plan to plant
mangrove saplings was laud-
able but the forest department
must keep the salinity of a
place in mind.

Different regions within
the Sunderbans are fit for dif-
ferent kinds ofmangrovetrees
because salinity varies from
oneplace to another.

“A particular mangrove
treemay survivein one place
but not in another in the Sun-
derbans delta. This happens
because a tree can adapt to a
particular level of salinity and
salinity can differ from one
place to another,” Ghosh said.
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- Godavari Board sets deadline

AP, TS told to submit DPRs on water projects by June 10

HANS NEWS SERVICE

Hyderabad: The Godavari
River Management Board
(GRMB) has set June 10 as

the deadline for submis- ¢ ,
sion of the detailed proj- —‘m ]
ectreports (DPRs) by

Andhra Pradesh and

Telangana. They are also

told to give agenda for

! Apex Council meeting to
sort out water issues.

| While Andhra Pradesh /| e : s ST, S T

government said that the e R o e R S e g N S

GRMB should not ask for cuss the issue of submit- plamt agamst each other guments trying to find

DPRs for the projects ting the DPRs to GRMB with the board opposing fault with each other at

sanctioned before 2014, only after discussing it construction of new the meeting of the Go-

the Telangana govern- with the Chief Minister. projects across Godavari davari River Manage-

¢ mentdiffered with them. It may be mentioned and Krishnarivers. The ment Board (GRMB)

Telangana officials said here that both the Telugu  officials of both the held here on Friday.

that they would first dis- states had lodged a com- states presented their ar- Continued on Page 7
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Good rainfall actmty expected next week: IMD

PNS B NEW DELHI

Rainfall activity in central and
south India is likely to pick up
pace from next week due to a
cyclonic circulation which is
likely to form over the Bay of
Bengal and aid in the progress
of the monsoon, the India
Meteorological Department
said on Friday.

IMD director general
Mrutunjay Mohapatra said a
low pressure area is likely to
form over the Bay of Bengal
and move towards Odisha next
week.

A low pressure is a cyclonic
circulation and the first stage
of any cyclone. However, it is
not necessary that every low
pressure intensifies into a
cyclone.

“This will help advance
monsoon and bring good rain-

fall during the next week,’
Mohapatra said.

Monsoon had hit Kerala on
June 1 on its normal onset date.
The IMD had earlier predict-
ed that the monsoon would be
delayed by four days, but
Cyclone Nisarga helped push
the monsoon to reach Kerala

on its normal onset date.
“Conditions are becoming
favourable for further advance-
ment of Southwest Monsoon
into some more parts of cen-
tral Arabian Sea, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and
Karaikal, southwest ang east
central Bay of Bengal, entire

“Conditions are becoming favourable for
further advancement of Southwest
Monsoon into some more parts of central
Arabian Sea, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal, southwest and

east central Bay of Bengal, entire
southeast Bay of Bengal and some parts
of west central Bay of Bengal during next
2 days,” the IMD said

southeast Bay of Bengal and
some parts of west central Bay
of Bengal during next 2 days,’
the IMD said.

According to the IMD, the
country as a whole has received
9 per cent more rainfall than
the normal since June 1. The
north Indian plains will also
witness rainfall due to a west-
ern disturbance, the IMD said.

A western disturbance is a
cyclonic circulation that orig-
inates in the Mediterranean
Sea. It crosses central Asia and
brings in rains to hills and
north Indian plains after it
comes in contact with the
Himalayas.

East Uttar Pradesh and east
Rajasthan are also likely to wit-
ness rainfall, the IMD added.
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Almatti getsfirstinflows of season,
12.7kcusecs flows intodam

VIJAYAPURA, DHNS

The Lal Bahadur Shastri dam
(Almarti) on Friday received
its first inflows of the season.
The reservoir received 12,761
cusecs of water on the first
day, thanks to copious rain in
its catchment in Maharashtra
for the last four to five days
and outflows from Hipparagi
reservoir.

About 10,000 cusecs was
let out of Hipparagi barrage
in Jamkhandi taluk. The wa-
ter level in Rajapur barrage in
Maharashtra is seeing a steady
Increase.

Almatti dam in its first inflows of the season, received
12761 cusecs of water on Friday. b4 pHOTO

firstinflows on July 3.

Inflows into Almatti had
stopped since Dec 1, 2019.

The reservoir had recorded
a massive inflow last year, ow-
ing to the incessant showers in
the Western Ghats of Mahar-
ashtra. The inflow was such
that, the reservoir was still left

27 tmcft even after releasing

water to canals till April 10,
2020.

The water level in the dam
rose to 509.30 metres on Fri-
day. The full reservoir level
(FRL) is 519.60 metres. The
reservoir has 27.5 tmcftwater

first inflows from upstream week of June. Last year, the as against its maximum stor-

Normally, the dam gets its Krishna in the second orthird dam had received the season’s age capacityof123.089] tmcft.
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