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Bundelkhand stares at acute water crisis

Haidar Naqvi

« letters@hindustantimes.com

KANPUR: The average water con-
sumption has morethandoubled
inurbanandsemi-urbanareasof
the arid Bundelkhand region in
Uttar Pradesh because of afocus
onmaintaininghygienetotackle
the Covid-19 pandemic,astudy by
Jal Jan Jodo Abhiyan and Par-
marth, avoluntary group, found.

Sanjay Singh, the group’s
national convenor, said the rise
inwaterusecould beattributed to
repeated hand washing, home
cleaning,and washingofclothes.
“We have analysed the water
beingsupplied from two biggest
dams Mata Teela and Pahuj and
found that the water consump-
tion hasjumped one-and-a-half-
times,” he said.

Mata Teela sunplies 110 MLD

HT Correspondent
« htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Rain and thunder-
showers will hit parts of north-
west India, including the
National Capital Region, from
Junellforthree-to-fourdays, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD)said.
Scientistssayitis unlikely that
these regions will record severe
heat or heat waves anymore this
season. This is because a low
pressure is likely to form over
east-central Bay of Bengal during
thenext48hours, which islikely

INCREASED WASHING OF
HANDS, CLEANING AND
HOME WASHING OF
CLOTHES CITED AS MAIN

i —

and 40 MLD through two water-
works plant and Pahuj provides
5.5 MLD to Jhansi and other
areas. “Earlier 80% of the water
was beingused butafterthe[Cov-
id-19]lockdown wasannounced,
the consumption became cent
percent. More so, the water is
[also] made available to people
through a network of tankers,”
said Singh, whoisknown as ‘the
waterman’ in Bundelkhand,
where he has been working on
water conservationfor20 years.

The demand for water further

increased with the return of the
migrant workers left jobless by
thelockdown.

A looming water crisis is
weighingheavily on the women,
who traditionally have shoul-
dered the responsibility to collect
andconservewater. “The women
are troubled because of the
heightened demand for water
whichisavailable through pipe-
lines and handpumps in 10% of
total households in Bundelk-
hand,” Singh said.

Officials said at least 24% of
handpumpswerenot workingin
the region and their repair has
been hampered because of the
pandemic.

Bundelkhand faces water
shortage because of its unique
granite topography, which does
notallowrainwatertoseepinand
rechargethegroundwatertable.

hindustantimes

Thundershower likely this week in Delhi-NCR

to move west-northwest and
becomemoremarkedinthesub-
sequent 24hours, the IMDsaid in
its Sunday bulletin.

Under its influence, wide-
spread and heavy to very heavy
rainfall is likely over Odisha,
north-coastal Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana from June 9 to
Junell, and very heavy rainfall
islikely over Vidarbha, gangetic
West Bengal, Gujarat and south
MPondJunelOand11.

“The same system will bring
thundershowers and cloudy
skieshereintheDelhi-NCR area
also.Peak rainactivity maybeon

June 13 but we can expect light
rainondJunell,12and 14 aswell.
This is mainly because of the
moisture-laden easterly winds
which willbe blowingin when the
low-pressure forms. There is no
likelihood of heat wave in north-
west India anymore,” said Kul-
deep Shrivastava, head, regional
weather forecasting centre.
Parts of the NCR, including
Delhi, received showers Sunday
morning, due tothe influence ofa
western disturbance that is
impacting the Western Himala-
yas. There may be light rain in
some parts of the NCRinthenext

Theregion has 20damsand seven
rivers, which are its main water
sources ofwater along with reser-
voirsand ponds.

Singh said 70% of water is used
for agriculture, and about 12 to
15% for industrial and personal
consumption in Bundelkhand,
which has faced two major
droughts inrecent years.

UttarPradesh JalShakti min-
ister Mahendra Singh admitted
the water consumptionhasgone
up but said the government has
ensured availability to all. “We
have set control rooms at the
blockleveltostateleveland Iam
personallymonitoringthe situa-
tion every day; the policies and
work on the ground of state gov-
ernment is such that there has
beennocomplaint of water short-
ageinthelastthreeyearsin Bun-
delkhand.” hesaid.

24 hours, IMD scientists said.
Meanwhile, monsoon has
advanced into interior parts of
southern Karnataka, parts of
Rayalaseema, most parts of
Tamil Nadu, and parts of Bay of
Bengal. Scientists said conditions
arebecomingfavourablefor fur-
ther advancement into parts of
Goa, Konkan, Karnataka, Raya-
laseema, remaining parts of
Tamil Nadu and some parts of
Coastal Andhrainnext 2-3days.
From June 1 to 7, the country
received41.1 mmofrainagainsta
normalof24 mmduringthistime
oftheyear, 71% inexcess.
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KOLKATA: It has been three weeks
since Cyclone Amphan blewthe
tin roof off Alok Mondol's mud
hut and shattered the river-fac-
ingwall, allowing water from the
Duttarivertosurge throughand
inundate Uttar Rangabelia, a vil-
lage on Gosaba Island in the Sun-
derbans delta of West Bengal.

Butthe 56-year-old fisherman
said the government-mandated
compensation has still not
reached him.

Mondol lost his house in May
2009 when cyclone Aila had pum-
meled theisland but claimed that
hehadnotreceivedany moneyto
rebuild it. This time, he is more
determined. “Local political lead-
erssay I have to part with 35000 if
Iwantto get320,000from thestate
government. Only ifI give them
5000, they will register my
name,” said Mondol, whoearnsa
living by catching crabs and
tiger-prawn seedlings from the
river. Roughly 125km away in
Kakdwip, Animesh Das is bat-
tlingthe same problem.

“Itall depends on the party. If
the local MLA or MP know for
sure that they will get votes from
thevillage, the pace of relief work
wouldincrease. Else youwillnot
evengetproperreliefleaveaside
developmentwork. Qurvillageis
anexample...the village now has
onetubewell whiletwoarelying
defunct,” said Das, a resident of
Gobindarampur village.

Similar allegations have
started being reported across
south Bengal, which was worst
hit by the cyclone on May 20. At
Minakha and Deyganga in the
North 24 Parganasdistrict, villag-
ers staged a protest last Friday
alleging that they have not
received any relief. In Hingal-
ganj, women staged a protest out-
side the block developmentoffice
and villagers shouted slogans
thatnoreliefhadreached them.

While touring cyclone-rav-
agedareasonFriday,chiefminis-
ter Mamata Banerjee herself
warned party workers against

File NO-TﬁfﬂWﬁi’Néﬁ, DTE

Normalcyyettoreturn
to Amphan-hit Bengal

THREE WEEKS ON Some locals claim relief yet to reach, govt refutes ‘baseless’ allegations

politicising relief work and said
theparty would not supportany-
one found indulging in corrup-
tionin the publicdistribution sys-
tem. “She said that the party
mustnot getinvolvedinthe relief
work —leaving it tothe adminis-
tration — and that the relief for
Covid-19 lockdown and cyclone
Amphanmustreach all victims,
supporters of all parties,” saida
Lok Sabha member who did not
wantto be named.

The Opposition parties
demanded moretransparency in
relief work. “The Centre should
appointanagency orateam who
can monitor therelief,” said Dilip
Ghosh, president of the Bengal
unitofthe BJP.

The governmentdismissed the
allegations as baseless. “Itis the
opposition who is raising such
allegations. Local MLLAs and MPs
and the district administration
including BDOs [block develop-
ment officers]and SDOs [sub-di-
visional officers]are working on
the ground to bring back nor-
malcy,” said Javed Khan, state
disaster management minister.

Headded thatthe government
was committed to investigating
any complaint. “If anyone has
any such grievance he can
approach thedistrictadministra-
tion. He can also call up the help-
line,” Khan said.

HTPHOTO

To be sure, not all villagers
allege politicisation of relief
efforts.

“l have already received
320,000 in my account. The local
panchayat leader said that I
would get moremoneyinthenext
few daysas wageagainst the 100-
days work scheme,” said Tapan
Das,avillager of Hingalganj

GOVERNMENTEFFORTS

Thestate claims Amphan, which
hitfourdistrictsinsouth Bengal
foraround eighthours on May 20,
caused damage worth roughly
X1.02lakhcrore—with thelargest
chunk of losses due to the
destruction of 2.8 million houses.

The state announced a pack-
age of 36,250 crore, over and
above the %1,000 crore package
each announced by the stategov-
ernmentand union government
earlier.

“Five lakh villagers will
receive 328,000 in their bank
account as wage of MGNREGA
work,” said a top official of the
stategovernmenton condition of
anonymity.

ThestateallocatedX 100 crore
each for repair of roads, school
buildings, and losses in fishery
and horticulture. 3250 crore have
been allotted for fixing and
installing tube wells and around
X200 crore for repairing embank-

ments. Around 160 km of river
embankments and four kmofsea
dykes were damaged by the
cyclone. A key focusisthe4,200sq
km Sunderbans mangroveforest,
one third of which has been
destroyed.

CURRENT CRISIS

Lifein some cyclone-hit villages
isnow limping back to normalcy
but the damaged embankments
presentathreat. “Wheneverthe
water level rises during the tide
some water gushes in. The
authoritieshaveplugged the gaps
but I don't know till when they
will hold,” said Bikash Mistri of
Mollakhaliin the Sunderbans.

Thechief minister hadappre-
hended that during the spring
tide, the water might inundate
newareas. Banerjeehad directed
the district administration to
evacuate peopleifneed arises.

“We are planning toevacuate
around 20,000 villagers from the
three blocks which have been
hardesthitbycyclone Amphan—
Kultali, Gosabaand Patharprat-
ima, " said P Ulganathan, district
magistrate of South 24 Parganas.

Apressing concernintheagri-
culture-dependent region is the
increased salinity of the soil
because of sea water. Villagers
saidthey will havetowaitatleast
fortwotothree yearsforthesoil
toturnfertileagain.

“The only way to makethe soil
fertileagainistoeitherallow the
saltlayertogodeepinthesoilor
wash it. That can only be done if
you haveaccesstohugeamount
of sweetwater whichisnotavail-
able in the Sunderbans. Hence
the wait for at least two to three
monsoons . The salt has togo at
least a feet below so that the top
soil can become fertile again,”
said SK Pal, head of the agricul-
ture chemistry and soil science
section at Bidhan Chandra Krishi
Viswa Vidyalaya.

Butlargeswathesoffarmland
are still under water. “Around
10% of the cyclone-hit areas are
under waist-deep water. This is
hamperingreliefwork too,” said
asecondtop official.
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60K people affected hy
flood in six Assam dists

Guwahati: The flood situation
in Assam remained serious on
Sunday with nearly 60,000 peo-
ple still affected by the deluge
in six districts, officials said.

The flood waters receded
from Lakhimpur district but
entered two new districts
Dhemaji and West Karbi
Anglong’ they said.

According to the daily
flood report of the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA), 59,840
people have been affected due
to floods in Dhemaji, Goalpara,
Nagaon, Hojai, West Karbi
Anglong and Cachar districts.

Goalpara is the worst hit
with over 42,000 people affect-
ed followed by Hojai with
more than 13,000 people and
West Karbi Anglong with
around 3,000 persons, it said.

Till Saturday, more than
59,000 people were affected in
five districts.

So far, the total number of

persons losing their lives in the
first wave of flood stands at 10
across the state.

The SDRF has rescued five
persons in the last 24 hours in
Goalpara, ASDMA said.

At present, 103 villages are
under water and 6,439 hectares
of crop areas have been dam-
aged, it said. It said authorities
are running 11 relief camps and

distribution centres in two dis-
tricts, where 1,727 people are
taking shelter currently.

Embankments, roads and
many other infrastructures
have been damaged at various
places in Biswanath and
Barpeta districts.

Massive erosions have been
witnessed at different places of
Dibrugarh and Lakhimpur,
ASDMA said. PTI
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IMD: Low-pressure likely to be formed over
east-central Bay of Bengal in next 48 hrs

PNS B NEW DELHI

he India Meteorological

Department (IMD) on
Sunday said low-pressure area
is likely to be formed over east-
central Bay of al in the
next 48 hours. And under its
influence, widespread rainfall
is expected In Odisha, north
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
from June 9to 11.

According to IMD, outh-
west monsoon is said to arrive
in Mumbai by June 11. As a
low-pressure area is form
over the Bay of Bengal aroun
June 8, it Is expected to Increase
rainfall over the coast, includ-
ing Mumbal.

The IMD said the low-
pressure area will become more
marked in the next 24 hours
and will move west-northwest-
wards. The IMD predicted
heavy to very heavy rainfall
over Odisha, north coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Vidarbha  region  of
Maharashtra, Gangetic West
Bengal, and Gujarat between
June 9 and June 11. The IMD
sald that a low € area was
likely to de\-elm east cen-
tral Bay of Bengal during the
next 48 hours. "It is likely to
move west-northwestwards and
become more marked during
subsequent 24 hours,” it said.

The Western Disturbance
as a trough persists as also
cyclonic crculation over noeth-
west Rajasthan & neighbour-
hood, north Punjab, Bihar and
adjoining East Uttar Pradesh,
northeast Uttar Pradesh
&neighbourhood and Central
Gujarat. A cyclonic circulation
lies over Southeast Arablan
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Sea off Kerala Coast at 5.8 km
above mean sea level.
\(rug:nja) Mohapatra,

Director General, IMD said, It
Is a positive development as it
will allow the further advance-
ment of monsoon, and most
probably it will meet its new
normal onset date of June 11

for Mumbal. "

The IMD also icted
heavy rainfall in the Vidarbha
region, Gangetic West Bengal,
Gujarat and South Madhya
Pradesh on June 10 and 11.

It added the southwest
monsoon has advanced to
south Karnataka, and condition
are becoming favourable for its
advancement into parts of
Maharashtra, Telangana and
coasta, Andhra Pradesh. The
Northern Limit of Monsoon
(NLM) now passes
throughKarwar, Shimogha,
Tumukuru, Chittoor and
Chennal.
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Monsoon in AP,
to reach TS soon

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 7

The Indian Meteorolo-
gical Department (IMD)
said that the southwest
monsoon front marked an
entry over Andhra
Pradesh's Rayalaseema
on Sunday. The rain bear-
ing monsoon is expected
to enter Telangana state
in two to three days, the
IMD said.

The conditions are con-
ducive for the setting in of
monsoon over Telagnana
state, IMD officials said.
Though as per original

predictions  for the
progress of monsoon had
indicated that the rainy
season over Telangana
state could begin some-
time around June 8, the
southwest monsoon's
progress lagged behind by
a couple of days.

Meanwhile, stormy
weather has been predict-
ed the state beginning
Monday with the IMD say-
ing gusty winds accompa-
nied by thunderstorms,
and in some cases heavy
rain, are expected over
isolated areas during this
period.
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Govt promotes direct seeding of rice

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JUNE7
To cope up with the labour
scarcity amid the Covid-19
pandemic, the state govern-
ment has stepped up its
efforts to encourage farmers
to switch over to direct seed-
ing of rice (DSR) instead of
the traditional transplanta-
tion of paddy this year.

This year, nearly 25 per
cent of the total area under
paddy sowing is expected to
come under this technology
which will helpto slash culti-
vation cost in terms of both
labour and water.

To promote the technology
and motivate farmers to
adopt it, the State Agricul-

4,000 MACHINES SANCTIONED

B This year, nearly 25 per cent of the total area under paddy
sowing is expected to come under this technology which will
help to slash cultivation cost interms of both labour and water

EThe State Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Department sanctioned
4,000 DSR (direct seedingof rice) machines and 800 paddy trans-
plantingmachines to farmers on subsidyranging from40to 50%

ture and Farmers Welfare
Department sanctioned 4,000
DSR machines and 800 pad-
dytransplanting machines to
farmers on subsidy ranging
from 40 to 50 per cent.
Secretary, Agriculture, KS
Pannu said Punjab had earli-
er fixed the target to bring
around 5 lakh hectares
under the DSR technique
but given the labour short-
age and keen interest shown

by farmers to adopt the
advance technology, 6-7 lakh
hectares of area is expected
to come under this technolo-
gy, which roughly accounts
for 25 per cent of the paddy
grown in Punjab.

He further stated that the
DSR technique would be
instrumental in saving about
30 per cent of water besides
cutting the cost of paddy cul-
tivation by nearly Rs 6,000

per acre. He said as per
reports and research of Pun-
jab Agriculture University,
the yield of paddy from the
DSR is on a par with paddy
crop grown by conventional
technique of transplanting.

He also appealed to farm-
ers that most critical element
in new technology is the con-
trol of weeds and as such,
farmers must be careful that
prior to undertaking DSR,
they must procure weedicide
and spray the same within 24
hours of sowing the crop.

Farmers from across the
state would cultivate pad-
dy on 27 lakh hectares,
which include 7 lakh
hectares under high qual-
ity basmati rice.
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No stubble-burning incidh was reported frhendragarh
district this season. TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Wheat harvested

manually, farm

fires drop by 47%

PARVEEN ARORA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KARNAL, JUNE7

The increase in the manual
harvesting of wheat, opening
of additional custom hiring
centres (CHCs) and aware-
ness among farmers due to
Covid have led to a 47 per
cent fall in the number of
stubble-burning cases in the
state this wheat season.

As per the information of
the Haryana State Pollution
Control Board (HSPCB),
3911 active fire locations
have been detected in the
state from April 15 to May 31
by the Haryana Space Appli-
cations Centre (HARSAC) in
comparisonto 7,383 caseslast
year in the same period.

“Due to uncertainty dur-
ing the Covid lockdown
about the availability of har-
vesting machines from oth-
er states in the initial days of
the harvesting, 20-30 per
cent more farmers from the
previous year shifted to
manual harvesting. That
resulted in less crop residue
and fall in cases of stubble
burning,” said Dr Jai Bhag-
wan, Senior Sdentist,

MACHINES NOT
AVAILABLE: EXPERT
®® The Covid lockdown
ruled out the possibility of
getting machines from
other states. So 20 to
30% more farmers from
the previous year shifted
to manual harvesting.

Dr Jai Bhagwan, SENIOR SCIENTIST, HSPCB

HSPCB (HQ), Panchkula.

He believes the lockdown
has slowed down the economy
and farmers wanted to save
resources.

The officials of the Agricul-
ture Department believe the
opening of new CHCs and
providing of machineries to
individual farmers have
played a crucial role in utilis-
ing stubble. “We have 2,688
CHCs in the state and of
them, 1,672 have been estab-
lished in 2019-20. Similarly,
as many as 5,073 individual
stubble management
machines were given to
farmers on subsidy this
year,” said Jagmander Nain,
Joint Director (Agriculture
Engineering).

66



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE
1/20554/2020
The Statesman

08-Jun-2020

NHPC carriesoutin-house
TeestaDamGISrepair

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 7 JUNE

Inanoutstanding display of
moving towards 'Atma Nirb-
har Bharat', NHPC Limited
undertook in-house trou-
bleshooting and restoration
ofaGas Insulated Switchgear
(GIS) of Unit-ITofits 132MW
Teesta Low Dam-1IT Power
Station in West Bengalamid
he COVID-19lockdown. This
was the first ime thatsuch
work was done successful-
lywithout the help of an over-
seas Original Equipment
Manufacturer (OEM), the
NHPC said.

"NHPChas saved crores
ofrupeesand precious time
by carrying out the task
completely in-house.
The Power Station's team
had beenstrongly motivat-
ed and given the go-ahead
by ShriAK Singh, Chairman
& Managing Director,
NHPC," the state-run
hydropower giant said in
a release.

The task was undertak-
en by the Power Station on
awar-footingfrom3 Juneto
6 June and achievedwiththe
successful synchronizing of

Unit-II with the Grid. The
rectification work was
ledbyMd Sajid Akhter, Senior
Manager (E&C) and Apurbo
Kumar Sarkar, Deputy
Manager (Electrical) of the
Power Station, the state-
ment added.

"GISisa compactmetal
encapsulated Switchgear
consisting of components
such as circuit-breakers,
isolators, earth-switches
etc, which can be safely
operated in confined
spaces wherein Sulphur
Hexafluoride (SF6) Gas is
the insulating medium.
Generally, these types of
specialized works get
outsourced to Original Equip-
ment Manufacturers
(OEM) overseas. In case of
NHPC's TLDP-III Power Sta-
tion the outsourcing of GIS
had been vested to
M/s Siemens, Grenoble,
France.

“The delayin confirming
the availability
ofthe OEM amid COVID-19
Global Pandemic Lockdown
was causing Power
Generationloss in crores of
Rupees," the statement fur-
ther said.
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Rain likely in
next three days

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The city which has been wit-
nessing dry weather with
temperatures dropping
below normal in the last
three days is likely to receive
rainfall in the next five days.
The weather warning is-
sued by Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre indicated
that thunderstorm accom-
panied by lightning is likely
to occur at isolated places
over Telangana. It also said
that heavy rain is likely to
occur at isolated places in
the State on June 11 and 12.
Given the cloudy weather
conditions for most of the
day, day temperature in the
city on Sunday stood at 37.3
degree Celsius while the
minimum temperature
recorded on Saturday night
was 27.2 degree Celsius,
which is two degree Celsius

Weather warning
says thunderstorm
accompanied by
lightning is likely to
occur at isolated
placesover TS

above normal. The forecast
with Telangana State De-
velopment Planning Society
shows that light to moder-
ate rain/ thundershowers is
expected during the after-
noon/ evening hours at iso-
lated places in the Greater
Hyderabad region for the
next three days.
Meanwhile, some parts of
Suryapet, Khamma, Nirmal,
Jagtial and Nalgonda re-
mained hot with tempera-
tures hovering between 40
degree Celsius and 42 de-
gree Celsius on Sunday.
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I: Improved Irrigation :|

Adilabad lands not to go dry

District to benefit from major and medium irrigation projects bringing 60 TMC water to cover 6.18 lakh acres

JBS UMANADH
HYDERABAD

With packages 27 and 28 of
the Kaleshwaram Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme (KLIS) aimed
at bringing 7.5 TMC of Go-
davari water to irrigate one
lakh acres in erstwhile Adil-
abad, the district is poised to
receive a total of 60 TMC of
water from all major and
medium sized irrigation
projects with an irrigation
potential of 6.18 lakh acres.
“Contrary to the belief
that the State government
has allocated a mere 6.5
TMC of Godavari water to
Adilabad district, the gov-
ernment under major irriga-
tion projects including KLIS
has allocated 20 TMC of
water to the combined dis-
trict,” Sridhar Rao Desh-
pande, OSD to Chief Minis-

ter on Irritation, told
Telangana Today.
Giving details of the major

projects, he said 4 TMC of
water from Saraswathi canal
will irrigate 35,000 acres, 5
TMC of water from Kadem
canal to 50,000 acres, 2
TMC with the help of IDC
(Irrigation  Development
Corporation) lifts, 1.5 TMC
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Inaddition to the waters from Godavari projects, the district has 12 medium irrigation projects already
providing irrigation to 2 lakh acres and another 2 lakh acres are irrigated under tank irrigation.

from Sadarmat canal irrigat-
ing 13,000 acres and KLIS
packages 27 and 28 bringing
in7.50 TMC of water irrigat-
ing over 1lakh acres.

The KLIS packages in-
clude connecting SRSP to
Dilawarapur in Nirmal dis-
trict and connecting SRSP to

Hangara in Mudhole con-
stituency.

“The KLIS packages are
almost ready with 80 per
cent of the works completed
and is expected to start
working from next year,” he
said. In addition to the wa-
ters from Godavari projects,

the district has 12 medium
irrigation projects already
proving irrigation to 2 lakh
acres and another 2 lakh
acres are irrigated under
tank irrigation.

“These are all Godavari
basin projects. We are ex-
pecting 50,000 acres of aya-

cut under Chanaka Korata
project which is under con-
struction,” Sridhar Rao said,
adding that all these major
and minor projects together
will contribute 60 TMC of
water to irrigate 6.18 lakh
acres.

Deshpande said the con-
ciliatory approach of Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao with neighbouring
States had helped Telangana
complete projects in border-
ing districts such as Adil-
abad.

“Penganga in Adilabad
and Tummidihatti barrage
on Pranahita and Lendi proj-
ect in Nizamabad are some
of the projects that the Chief
Minister made possible by
personally meeting with the
then Chief Minister of Ma-
harashtra Devendra Fad-
navis,” he added.

Following the January 12,
2016 meeting of the Chief
Ministers, a decision was
taken to form a board to
solve pending issues on
Lendi, KLIS, Tummidihatti,
Rajapet barrage, Chanaka
Korata Barrage and Pim-
parad barrages on Penganga
and Lower Penganga
project.
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T KARNAKAR REDDY
Siddipet

A farmer, Rachakonda
Lingam (48), who had tried
to drill 12 borewells in his
three acres land at Chandla-
pur village in Siddipet dis-
trict for irrigation, found no
water. Since rainfed agri-
culture was not so prof-
itable, Lingam continued to
drill borewells every year
for over a decade, some of
them even over 500 feet.

As a couple of them
yielded only a trickle of
water, Lingam built a pond
and pumped water from
them into the pond. The
same water was used to irri-
gate his field. The borewells
used to work on and off be-
cause of overexploitation of
groundwater and getting
water from these borewells
during summer was nothing
short of a miracle.

However, things changed
once the State government
completed  Ranganayak
Sagar Project, which was
very close to his field, under
the Kaleshwaram Lift Irriga-
tion Project. Though
Lingam lost half an acre land
under the project, he has no
complaints, Inititally, he did
not believe the govern-
ment’s promise of getting
Godavari water to Siddipet
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Ranganayak Sagar helps
defunct borewells come alive

Rachakonda Lingam at the Ranganayaka Sagar project.

so early. But now he has
seen it happen and started
reaping the benefits too.

As Ministers T Harish
Rao and K T Rama Rao in-
augurated the project by re-
leasing water into it on April
24, Lingam decided to test
one of his unsuccessful
borewells, which had not
yielded any water in the
past. And much to his sur-
prise, he struck water at just
90 feet and the borewell has
been providing water con-
tinuously since  then.
Lingam said he was confi-
dent of making profits from
his two-and-half-acre land,
since he had abundant water
now. It is not only Lingam,
but many other farmers are
a happy lot as the ground-

water table along the left
and right bank canals of
Ranganayak Sagar Project,
along the Siddipet Vagu and
Pedda Vagu, had increased.

As the Irrigation Depart-
ment also filled over 60
minor irrigation tanks and
built 43 check dams across
the two streams in Siddipet
constituency, the ground-
water table is expected togo
up considerably. The
Groundwater Department
also started assessing the
impact of water release
from Ranganayak Sagar all
over the constituency.
Though Ranganayak Sagar
project was built in Chand-
lapur , the village is located
at a higher altitude than the
project.
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AT LEAST 50,000 RENDERED HOMELESS IN AND AROUND THE SUNDARBANS

Fresh tidal wave of woes for the Amphan-hit

SUBHASISH CHAUDHURI

Basirhat: Large parts of theriver-
inebelt of the Sunderbansinthe
North 24-Parganas as well as parts
of South 24-Parganas were inun-
dated by a heavy spring tide that
started on Saturday morning and
continued well through Sunday.

At least 50,000 people were ren-
dered homeless this weekend by
the tidal waves, barely two weeks
after Cyclone Amphan onMay 20
had devastated the coastal parts of
bothdistricts.

According to apreliminary esti-
mate, at least 15 gram panchayats
in Hansnabad, Sandeshkhali 2 and
Hingalganj, all North 24-Parganas,
weredevastated by thetidal waves.

The district administration this
weekend evacuated at least 30,000
people from the affected zones, but
thousands more are still stranded.

The fresh devastation, caused
by heavy tidal waves lashing at
coastal settlements, damaged sev-
eral thatched dams set up across
tributary rivers including Dansa
and Kalagachi, a source said. These
dams were being renovated after

oy

B e,

Amphan’srampage.

Officials said that the govern-
ment had been aware in advance of
the strong tidal wave precipitated
by Friday’s full moon, and tried
their best to take precautions by re-
pairing dams damaged by Am-
phan.

“But the situation on Saturday

A woman sits helplessly at the inimdated Bispur village while a man carries his elderly mother through a flo

area of North 24-Parganas on Sunday. Pictures by Pashupati Das

spiralled out of control withrising
water levels of rivers Dansa and
Kalagachi in Hansnabad, and
Chhatua in Roydighi,” said an offi-
cial in the state irrigation depart-
ment.

Headded that by Saturday af-
ternoon, several areas in
Hansnabad including Tiyamari,

Sulkuni, Tilarchak, Patlikhanpur,
Bena, Bedpatli, Baliadanaga,
Goalati and Khanpukur had been
submerged.

In Tiyamari and Tilarchak,
water swept over the thatched
dams on the Dansa, causing fresh
damage since Amphan’s fury.

Several villages inder the

oded stretch, both in the Hingalganj

Khanpur gram panchayat, like
Banstala, Rupmari, Kumirmari,
Bainara, Geomari and a large area
of Sitaliya were also inundated
after a thatched dam over the river
Kalagachi was damaged.

The tidal wave swept away sev-
eral areas in Mousuni and Ghora-
maraislands, caused by the over-

flow of the Muriganga river.

OnSunday, nearly a thousand
residents were seen wading
through a flooded road in Khan-
pukur area of Hansnabad.

Resident Subal Hauli said he
lost his home to Amphan and re-
ceived some tarpaulins and dry
food from the panchayat.

“But today (Sunday) no one has
helped us so far,” he said.

OnSunday, a team led by min-
ister Jyotipriya Mullick accompa-
nied by Trinamul MLAs Debesh
Mandal and Nirmal Ghosh visited
the affected areas in Hingalganj
and held meetings with officials on
relief efforts.

“Thestate government has
been tryingits best to extend all
possible help to vicetims who suf-
fered a double blow,” the minister
said. “Itis very unfortimate as the
tidal wave came at a time people
were trying to return to a sem-
blance of normal life. We have
rescued many people and given
them shelter. Relief materials
havebeen sent to people who could
so far not berescued,” Mullick
added.
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