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A farmer works in a paddy field in Kapurthala on Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MALKIAT SINGH

Sowing ops begin today,
CM promises 8-hr power

TriguNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JUNE§
Chief Minister Capt Minis-
ter on Tuesday assured
farmers of uninterrupted
eight-hour power supply for
the tubewells, as well as
regular water supply need-
ed for successful paddy
transplantation. The kharif
season for sowing paddy
will begin on Wednesday.
In a message to the farm-
ers ahead of the paddy sow-
ing operations, the Chief
Minister urged them to
wear face mask and dili-
gently follow all health pro-
tocols advised by authori-
ties from time to time. With
Covid cases rising across
the world, especially in
India, Punjab could not

remainisolated, he warned.

Expressing hope for
another bumper kharif crop
by state’s farmers, who had
delivered in tough condi-
tions in the recently con-
cluded rabi season, the
Chief Minister urged all
farmers to strictly follow all
social distancing norms and
take all necessary precau-
tions to protect themselves.

Amid the Covid crisis,
Punjab had successfully
completed procurement of
128 lakh meftric tonnes
(LMT) without a single
instance of Covid infection
reported from as many as
4,000 mandis across the
state. This, said the Chief
Minister, had demonstrated
the successful implementa-
tion of social distancing

norms during the intricate
40-day process, which the
farmers had managed
against all odds.

Capt Amarinder
expressed satisfaction at the
initial results of the unique
direct sowing method for
which state government
had provided machines to
farmers this season.

The results have been
encouraging, with paddy
needing less water, he said,
adding that the technique
was also less labour-inten-
sive. The state government
has been encouraging the
use of these machines in
the light of the reduced
migrant worker availahbil-
ity and the pandemic
dangers involved in man-
ual sowing.
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Inclement weather

hits kinnow

growers

Say droppings high due to strong winds, ramfall

ArcHITWATTS

MUKTSAR, JUNE9

The rain, high velocity winds
and huge difference between
day and night temperature at
this time of the season has
almost doubled kinnow drop-
ping inorchards. Fruit growers
are now expecting dip in their
income as Covid-19 pandemic
may also decrease thedemand
of fruit in faraway places.

A kinnow grower said on an
averageanorchardin one-acre
had nearly 100 trees and one-
kg kinnow from each tree has
dropped as of now. “The drop-
ping is almost double of last
year. An orchard in one-acre
has witnessed fruit dropping
of one-quintal, which would
have weighed 15-20 quintal at
the ripened stage. Now, if we
don't get better pricesin Octo-
ber-November, our losses will
mount up,” he said.

Similarly, Avneet Brar, a kin-
now grower of Daulatpura vil-
lage in Abohar subdivision of
Fuzilka district, said, “The fre-
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Damaged kinnow fruit in ST TR TR PO

quent change in weather has
led to high kinnow dropping
this season. Unlike past, fruit
traders too are this time reluc-
tant to make contracts of
standing fruit in orchards as
markets remained close.”
Some fruit growers even
said due to the high price of
dried kinnow, some thefis
from orchards have occurred.
The fruit dropping was neg-
ligihle in May-June last vear.
However, riots in Delhi in Jan-
uary had hit hard the supply
to the National Capital and

5!

other parts of the country,
thus the prices had come
down. Notably, kinnow har-
vesting starts in November
and lasts till March.

“The growing kinnow at this
stage requires hot and stable
weather, but the weather
vagaries are hitting it. Usually,
there are no rains in May, but
this time the picture is differ-
ent. The price of matured kin-
now depends on orange pro-
duction in Maharashtra It is
allwait-and-watch game,” said
some fruit growers.
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SEASONAL | 2 T Some parts of Telangana likely to experience heavy rainfall

Monsoon to arrive in city tomorrow

T.S.S. SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 9

The much-awaited south-
west monsoon is expected
to enter the state in the
next 24 hours, officials of
the Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on
Tuesday.

The state will experience
rain after 48 hours, and
heavy rainfall in isolated
areas.

The rains which would
begin from the southern
parts of the state would
reach the city by
Thursday. Despite the
cloud cover, the city
recorded a maximum of

38.4° Celsiug and a mini-

mum of 26.5°C.

“We predict that the
showers that would be wit-
nessed in the state from
June 11 will be monsoon
showers. These rains will

@ The rains which would begin from the southern
parts of the state would reach the city by
Thursday. Despite the cloud cover, the city record-
ed a maximum of 38.42 Celsius

start as light to moderate
showers, but they would
intensify as the week goes
on,” Dr K. Nagaratna,
director, IMD Hyderabad,
told Deccan Chronicle,
“Initially, there would be
rains in the southwestern

and southeastern districts.

These rains would be of

light to moderate in inten-
sity. From Thursday, we
can see rain in most dis-
tricts. These rains would
be heavy and very heavy in
certain parts,” an official

Deccan Herald 10-Jun-2020

Socialdistancing norms may
delay Monsoon Session

MEW DELHI, DHNS: The Cons
id-19 social distandng norm s
may end up delgring Parlia-
I el s Wloms oor s es sior with
top officials telling the presid-
ing officers of Lok Sabha and
Eajya Sabha that the exdsting
arrangem erts could accom-
modate afewl Ps only.

Curing a review mestng
comvened by Eajra Sabha
Chairman M Venlkaiah Maidu
and attended by Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, the Sec
retaries-General of the two
Houses briefed the presiding
officers abour the varionspos
sibilitie s of holding the sessimn.

In a previons meeting on
Jurne 1, the top officials were
tasked to examine the possi-
bility of shifting the proceed-
ingsof the Rajya SabhatoLok
Sabha and the Lok Sabha to
the Central Hall

ually, the Monsoon Ses-
sim starts in thethird orfourth
v els of July and ad jourms just
before Independence Day on
Aumist]s, Source s said the of-
fidials reported the outcomes
of the assessmernt of seating
caparity in Lol S8abha, Bgiva
Sabha, the Central Hall and

the Flenary Hall of igyan
Ehugvan. Lok Sabha has 545
MP:and Eajya fabhahas 245,

According to the assess-
ment, sorces said, the Raiva
Sabha Chamber can arcom-
maodate about 60 MPs as per
thenorm s of soral distandng
while the L dt Sabha Cham ber
and the Central Hall is ade-
quate enough for alitde over
100 lawmakers. Even if the
Members were to be arcom-
maodated in the galleries, the
total seating capacity would be
muchlessthantherequired, if
allm em bersweretobeaccom-
modated.

The Serretaries-7erneral
were also of the view that the
Flenary Hall of Wigyan Bha-
wanwoild nothe adequate to
accomm odate all Lok Sabha
ME:. They also pointed our
that the Central Hall and Wi-
gyan Bhavan have limitations
when it comes to availabdity
of air-condiioning among
others.

Themeestingalsodismssed
ancther option of only allow-
ing MP: whose participation
invarious itermn s of business is
required ona daily basis,

of the department said.
“Conditions are becom-
ing favourable for the fur-
ther advance of the mon-
5000 into soime more parts
of the Maharashtra, Karna-
taka and Rayalaseema, the
remaining parts of Tamil
Nadu, some parts of
Telangana state and
coastal Andhra Pradesh
and some northeastern
states during the next 48
hours,” the IMD said.



The geography of the area has not changed since 1962 but the high Himalayas are no I
longerimpregnable. The Galwan river, which islocated very centrally, connects to Shyok
on the road under construction. Lying in between the Chushul airport and DBO, it continues
to be of great strategic importance providing direct and a convenient access to Shyok
and areas beyond

hough just about eighty

kilometers in length, Gal-

wan river in the eastern

part of Ladakh has been
of immense strategic importance
for India. It was at the turn of the
nineteenth century and during
the early years of the last one that
acertain Ghulam Rasool Galwan,
ayoung man, an adventurer and
an explorer who was a frequent
traveller to Tibet along with the
traders had come in contact with
Capt. (later Col.) Younghusband.
Those were the days when the
great game was at its peak. At
that time the British Viceroy in
India was far more worried about
the rapid Russian expansion
towards Tibet, rather n any
threat from China. Capt. Youn-
ghusband had been especially
chosen by the Viceroy to explore
Tibet, gather intelligence and
assess the possibility of any Russ-
ian expansion which could pose
a threat to British interests in
India. Ghulam Rasool had re-
mained attached with the British
expeditions as a guide. In the
later years he also guided other
expeditions from France and
Italy into Tibet. It is understood
that in order to cross Kongka La
Pass from Shyok, he frequently
used a river valley route. Though
itis quite unusual, but this small
torrent of a river was later named
after Ghulam RasoolGalwan as
the River Galwan.

In order to have a better
appreciation of the current sce-
nario, it would be useful to go
into a bit of contemp orary histo-
1y focused on the Galwan River.
Events had moved rapidly after
the Chinese occupation of Tibet
during 1950-51. That the guiet
cold of the high Himalayas would
be getting noisier and hotter was
realized for the first time in 1957.
It was the discovery of the Aksai
Chin road, built in a record time
by China on our territory. The
presence of this road was not dis-
covered by any of our patrols, for
there were none, but was con-
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The Strategic River

atesman

veyed by our Ambassador in
China, who had seen the press
reports claiming building of this
high altitude road in a record
time to be an extraordinary feat.
This was the beginning of rapid
deterioration in our relations
with China. Subsequent events
are too well known to be recount-
ed here.

The situation took a turn for
the worst when our patrolling
party of the CRPF was upon
near Kongka La on 21 October
1959. Ever since then in order to
commemorate the sacrifice of
these eleven men, this day has
been observed as the Police
Commemoration Day. As this
incident made the

Murgo, Daulat Beg Oldi and
Panamic would be cut. Further
the unoccupied area between
Pangong and Spanggur lakes was
recommended to be covered by
new posts.”

At the time of implementa-
tion of these recommendations,
there were the usual differences
of opinion amongst the higher
echelons of administration,
which delayed matters. Finally a
platoon of 4/8 Gurkhas was
moved from Hotsprings, who
after trekking for a month came
to a point overlooking the Gal-
wan river on 5 July 1962. Our post
was established by this platoon
close to the Chinese post of

Samzungling in

aggressive designs
of the Chinese very
clear, post thisinci-
dent all the check
posts in the area
were taken over by
the Army. In the
meantime frequent
Chinese intrusions
into our territory,
besides road build-
ing had been com-
ing to notice. It was
then decided to

such a manner that
it cut off their sup-
ply route. Not only
that, it also briefly
detained a small
Chinese patrol. Gal-
wan river also being
strategically impor-
tant for the Chinese,
their reaction was
almost instanta-
neous. Their protest
note of 8 July 1962
was followed up by

station posts in the a company strength
forward areas of troops which sur-
which had hitherto rounded our Gal-
remaining unpa- wan post on 10 July
trolled. This was followed by more troops

It was in response to this
policy that on 26 September
1961, the then Deputy Director
of IB, Mr Dave, sent a detailed
note to the Ministry of Defence. It
was recommended that “ We
should reconnoiter the Galwan
river valley and open posts as far
eastwards as possible, because
this valley was connected with
Shyok valley through which River
Shyok provided access to Indus
and onwards to Pak-occupied
Kashmir. It was further recom-
mended that if the Chinese com-
manded the Galwan wvalley, it
would give them easy access
towards Skardu and our routes to

and ultimately we had a situation
where our Galwan post of one
platoon was completely sur-
rounded by a battalion of Chi-
nese, with loudspeakers blaring
all the time.

Amongst other things the
loudspeakers were exhorting the
Gurkhas to side with Tibet and
Chinese. Then came the question
of servicing our Galwan post
because all land links had got
severed. Ultimately this had to be
done by air. Later an attempt was
made to strengthen this post with
5 Jat. When the hostilities broke
outin October 1962, this Galwan
post was the first one to be

attacked in the western sector
and was overwhelmed.

Over the decades, the situa-
tion has undergone a vast chan-
ge. Today we are not only numer-
ically stronger in the area, but
also have weap onry which would
be more than a match for the
Chinese. Accessibility to our bor-
der posts used to be a serious
handicap.

Today we have airfields at
DBO and Chushul, which are
capable of handling the heaviest
of loads. Besides minor airfields
have come up at Nyoma and
Fukche. The most important
point is the construction of the
road from Dabruk to Shyok and
then to the northernmeost point
of DBO. This road runs almost
parallel to the LAC and is of a
very high strategic value besides
virtually acting as the lifeline for
our border posts.

This road cuts off completely
the future plans, if any, from the
Chinese side to intrude west-
wards through the Galwan river
valley. This situation had been
foreseen way back in 1961, when
a forward post was located in
Galwan valley but today we have
a road. The Chinese had at that
time reacted to the location of
Galwan post, it is understood
that now they are reacting to this
road which more or less blocks
their westward passage through
the River Galwan valley.

The geography of the area
has not changed since 1962 but
the high Himalayas are no longer
impregnable. The Galwan river,
which is located very centrally,
connects to Shyok on the road
under construction. Lying in
between the Chushul airport and
DBO, it continues to be of great
strategic importance providing

i and a convenient access to
Shyok and areas beyond. It is
expected that as earlier and even
now, the events around Galwan
River are going to be the main
focus of the ongoing talks
between India and China.
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HE cyclone Nis-

arga in coastal

Maharashtra on

June 3, left the

Konkan region

devastated. With
a speed of 130 km per hour
and a radius of 60 km, it’s
landfall was at Alibaug. It
lasted for two hours before
moving north and getting
weaker. By then, around
five lakh houses were par-
tially damaged. Countless
palms of betel nut and
coconut have been flat-
tened. As the electricity
polls and transmission
wires are damaged, the dis-
tricts of Raigad, Ratnagiri
and Sindhudurg have been
in the dark for almost a
week. The electricity will
not be restored for another
fortnight.

As the cyclone blew away roof —
tin sheets of their houses the res-
idents are struggling to procure
new ones from the market.
“There is a shortage of tin sheets

i A damaged poultry
i farm at Chichoti
village near Alibaug.

MANDAR DEODHAR

Nisarga wrea
havoc in Konkan

and the prices have sky rock-
eted,” says Kunal Patil, a resident
of Choul near Alibaug, Raigad. “I
had to stand in queue for more
than two hours to get these.
There are several other families
who are forced to live under the
open sky.” This is especially a
concern as the monsoon will
arrive soon.

As wells, the major drinking
water sources, are filled up with

New robot
for Covid
patients

A 23-YEAR old engineer
from Dombivli Pratik
S

the remains of trees the resi-
dents are prioritising cleaning
them up. The food grains that
they had stored in their houses
before the monsoon are also
damaged. Almost 90 per cent of
palms of betel nut and coconut,
which have a large pie in the
regional economy, have been
destroyed inflicting huge finan-
cial losses. At a rough estimate,
almost eight lakh families have
lost their livelihood.

The Maharashtra government
has started a process to assess
the loss which might take a
month to complete. Chief minis-
ter Uddhav Thackeray has
announced a relief budget of
T100 crore, ¥75 crore and ¥50
crore for the districts of Raigad,
Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg
respectively. “We have not yet
calculated the total loss,” he
said on June 5.

The BJP and the Nationalist

Congress Party (NCP) are unan-
imous in demanding that the
state government should amend
its 2019 Government Resolution
that empowers the administra-
tion to pay an aid of ¥5,000 per
family during natural calamities.
A Lok Sabha member from

Chief Minister
dhav
Thackeray has
announced
relief
compensation
for the
affected
districts.

Raigad Sunil Tatkare of NCP :

and BJP leader Vinod Tawde

agreed that a budget of 5,000 :
will be insufficient as each family
has suffered a loss between :

220,000 to Y1 lakh.

The writer is senior associate -

editor, India Today.

THE residents of Mum-

bai will have to wait for

some more time for
their driving licence asthe
transport department has put
astop to the tests for issuing
the same. The department has
started working on protocols
to be followed in its Regional

i
Transport Offices (RTOs) while
taking a learner’s driving test.
After the issuance of lear

licence the individual is

ble to get a permanent driv-
ing license. The government
has issued guidelines on
restrictions and relaxation
based on the containment
zones. It has resumed its
operations from June 8 but
has continued with its policy
of no learning licence tests
inRTOs.

Moving
towards
normalcy

THE FIRST sign of Mumbai
returning to normalecy was evi-
dent. in the crowds and chaos
on Monday, as private office
were allowed to reopen par-
tially. Thousands were stand-
ing in queue to catch buses.
All the major highways in
Mumbai recorded queues of
crawling vehicles. As the Bri-
hanmumbai Electricity Supply

People have started using
public transport again.

and Transport (BEST)
deployed buses for emergency
workers the conductors found
it difficult to manage crowds.

Shops and establishments
have reopened except for
malls, cinema halls, and restau-
rants. The officials of the Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC) have stated the
rules which some say are con-
fusing. Shop owner Rajesh
Parab from Dadar says, “Per-
mission to reopen shops
depends on the direction of the
shop. We are c; ing the com-
pass box to prove that we are
abiding by the rules.”

Travel within the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR)
has been allowed.
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