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We've right over
SYL waters: CM

TriBUNE NEwS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 10
Haryana has four-year stock
of paddy and two-year stock of
wheat against the one-year
stock required before procure-
ment begins, necessitating
the need for diversification in
agriculture. This was stated
by Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar here today

He announced the launch
of Kisan Mitra Club to pro-
vide guidance to farmers on
lucrative crops and help
them with fiscal manage-
ment and a modified rice
shoot policy.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Khattar said it had been
proved beyond doubt that
Haryana had a right over the
Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal waters.

“There is complete darity
that Haryana will get its
water. Only an execution
orderhearing is on. The court
had initially said this be set-
tled by mutual consent. Dur-
ing the last hearing, we

ON FISCAL HEALTH

®6\We have reacheda
break-even point, where
we are able to meet
expenditure on salaries,
pensions, repayment of
old debts and interest
and power subsidy. But
for development, we will
either have to take aloan
orwait for some time.

Manohar Lal Khattar, CHiEF MINISTER

informed the court that Pun-
jabwas not ready tolisten. We
think that the court will give
its decision in the next hear-
ing or so,” he said.

The CM added the “Mera
Pani, Meri Virasat” scheme,
which encourages farmers to
go for diversification, was
aimed at benefiting farmers.
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Rain, thunderstorm bring down city’s temperature

New Delhi, June 10:
Thunderstorms and rain
lashed parts of the nation-
al capital on Wednesday,
bringing respite from the
stifling heat. The rain
occurred under the influ-
ence of a cyclonic circula-
tion over north Rajasthan,
and a trough running from
north Pakistan to a low-
pressure area over the Bay
of Bengal, the India
Meteorological
Department said.

Light rains and thunder-
storms were witnessed in
parts of Delhi with winds
gusting up to 50 Kkilome-
tres per hour, said Kuldeep
Srivastava, the head of the

regional forecasting cen-
tre  of the India
Meteorological
Department.

The mercury is expected
to reduce in the next few
days as moisture-laden
easterly winds due to the
low-pressure area in the
Bay of Bengal will bring
showers in Delhi-NCR on
June 12 and June 13, he
said. No heatwave is
expected in the capital till
June 15, the official said.

The Safdarjung
Observatory, which pro-
vides representative fig-
ures for the city, recorded
a maximum temperature
of 41.5 degrees Celsius,

two notches above the nor-
mal, before the rains. On
Sunday, it recorded a high
of 34.8 degrees Celsius,
which was five notches
below normal.

The weather stations at
Palam and Ayanagar
recorded their maximum
temperatures at 436
degrees Celsius and 42.2
degrees Celsius respec-
tively. Humidity levels
oscillated between 43 and
T4 per cent.

The weatherman has
predicted light rains and
thundershowers with
winds gusting up to 40
kilometers per hour for
Thursday evening. The

A tree uprooted due to thunderstorm and rain in New

Delhi on Wednesday.

- PTI

maximum and minimum Celsius and 26 degrees

temperatures are expected  Celsius respectively

to settle at 40 degrees
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Rains, thunderstorm bring respite from heat in Del hi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, T0JUNE

Thunderstorms and rain
lashed parts of the national
capital onWednesday, bring-
ing respite from the stifling
heat.

Therain occurred under
theinfluenceofacyclonic cir-
culation over north Rajasthan,
and a trough running from
north Pakistan to a low-pres-
Mea.reacmﬂlel}ayafpr
gal, theIndia Meteorological
Department said.

Light rains and thunder-
storms were witnessed in
parts of Delhi with winds
gusting up to 50 kilometres
per hour, said Kuldeep Sri-
vastava, the head of the region-
al forecasting centre of the

IndiaMeteorological Depart-
ment.

-.1

The mercury is expected
to reduce in the next few
days asmoisture-laden east-
ety winds due to the low-pres-
sure area in the Bay of Ben-
gal will bring showers in
Delhi-NCR on June 12 and

During the rain at Rajpath |I’:i the Capital on weddav_ DEEPAK

Tune13, he said. No heatwave
is expected in the capital till
June 15, the official said.
The Safd arjung Observa-
tory, which provides repre-
sentative figures for the city,
recorded a maximum tem-

perature of4 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius, two notches above the
normal, before the rains. On
Sunday, itrecorded a high of
34.8 degrees Celsius, which
was five notches below nor-
mal

The weather stations at
Palamand Ayanagar record -
ed their maximum temper-
atures at43.6 degrees Celsius
and 42.2 degrees Celsius
respectively. Humidity levels
oscillated between43 and 74
per cent.

Theweatherman has pre-
dicted light rains and thun-
dershowers with winds gust-
ing up tod0 kilometres per
hour for Thursday evening.
The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are
expected tosettleat 40 degrees
Celsius and 26 degrees Cel-
sius respectively.
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Himachal draws up monsoon
strategy amid Corona crisis

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 10 JUNE

Grappling with the Coron-
avirus (COVID-19) crisis, the
Himachal Pradesh govern-
menttoday asked officials to
payspecial attention to pre-
paredness for impending
monsoon aswell, which are
expected tobe above normal
as per the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD]).

Presiding overthe meet-
ing over preparedness for
approaching Monsoons,

iefSecretary, AnilKhachi
told the Deputy Commis-
sioners, departments and
other organisations to dis-
seminate advisories and take
other steps to avoid loss to
lite and property in the state.

Khachisaid thevulnera-
ble portions prone to land-
slides, floods should beiden-
tified and the Public Works
Department should be proac-
tive in positioning menand
machinery so that the gen-
eral public should not face
any difficulty.

He said the areas, which
were likely to get cutoff due
to natural disasters, should
be stocked with sufficient
food, fodder and fuel well in
time.

“Particularly, the tribal
regions of the state like Kin-
naur, Lahaul-Spiti, Pangi,
Bharmour, Dodra-Kawar,
which often get cut off dur-

ing heavy rains are provid-
edwith adequatefood-grain
and other essentials,” he
said.

Referring to Shimla and
other townships inthe state,
the Chief Secretary said that
the Deputy Commissioners,
the Urban Local Bodies, the
Municipal
Corporation /councilsshould
deploy enough labour to
clean the drains and avoid
clogging which may resultin
water making ways to hous-
esoron roads causing dam-
age.

Healso asked the DC’s to
ensure removalof encroach-
ments and blockage from the
drainage systems and flood
plains. Khachisaid the peo-
plewho have their habitations
around river beds and nal-
lahs proneto flooding, be sen-
sitised about their safety
and early warnings could
be issued to them in case of
heavy downpour.

“In order to respond to
emergencies effectively, relief
and rescue teams need to be
on high alert,” he said.

The Chief Secretary
stressed on sending pro-
posalsforinventory required
for relief and rescue opera-
tions. "Your emergency
response teams need to be
sensitised during training
inwake of COVID-19 as well.

The potential COVID
patient if any should be

given assistance and do not
let the lack of equipment
including the Personal Pro-
tective Equipment be a rea-
son for spread of COVID
during relief and rescue,”
he said.

He said the DCs should
hold review meetingswith the
concerned Dam Authorities
and make sure that compli-
ance ofadhering to advisories
and warning system before
releasing dam waters is
according to the guidelines
of Central Water Commission
(CWC).

Directions were issued
to the Electricity depart-
ment to take corrective mea-
sures well in advance like not
letting the loose wires hang
over the habitationscausing
threat of electrocution to
the people and livestock. .

Besides, all the Deputy
Commissioners should
review with Chief Medical
Officers that there was
enough availability of anti-
snake venom.

"Adequate stocking of
medicines and availability
thereofbe ensured,” he said.

The Chief Secretary also
directed the concerned
deputy commissioners for
giving immediate approvals
for estimates submitted for
installation of Doppler Weath-
er Radar and for getting
Forests clearances wherev-
errequired for the purpose.
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I: Irrigation First :l

RSP canals’ desilting picks pace

Works taken up under MGNREGS; About 82,000 acres in Dharmapuri constituency to get water

RAGHU PAITHARI
JAGITIAL/PEDDAPALLI

The State government is
giving top priority to irriga-
tion sector and completing
irrigation projects on fast
track mode with a strong de-
sire to provide irrigation
water to one crore acres of
cultivable land in the State.
Sumultaneously, desilting
of distributaries of Sri Ram
Sagar Project (SRSP) have
also been taken up in
Dharmapuri constituency
represented by Welfare
Minister Koppula Eashwar.
Desilting works of canals
have been taken up on a
pilot basis under National
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Scheme to supply suffi-
cient water to tail-end areas.
About 82,000 acres lands
in six mandals including
Dharmapuri, Buggarm, Pe-
gadapalli, Gollapalli, Vel-
gatur and Dharmaram will
get sufficient water once de-
silting works are completed,

Welfare Minister Koppula Eashwar inspecting the desilting works of SRSP canals in Dharmapuri

Assembly constituency, on Wednesday.

Eashwar said. Three distrib-
utaries - D-83 (A), D-83 (B)
and 11 L D-83 - of SRSP have
been catering to the water
needs of the constituency.
Though water flows in the
canals, the carrying capacity

has declined due to silt pil-
ing up in the past 20 years.
Besides silt, weeds, stones
and trees have also grown in
canals hindering water flow.
With a view to remove silt
covering a total stretch of

N A.

425km of the the canals, the
works were taken up on
May 18. Of 425 kms, desilting
has been completed in about
350 kms.

Eashwar, who is spear-
heading the desilting pro-

gramme, has been putting in
serious efforts to complete
the works as early as possi-
ble. Besides inspecting on-
going work, the progress of
works is also being con-
stantly monitored by him at
review meetings with offi-
cials. Eashwar said that
since the programme was
taken up under MGNREGS,
the locals were also assured
of employment. So far, a
total of 32,014 workers in-
cluding 2,200 in Dharmapuri
mandal, 2,100 (Buggaram),
5,500 (Pegadaplli), 10,888
(Gollapalli), 850 (Velgatur)
and 10,476 (Dharmaram) got
employment under the pro-
gramme, The Minister said
that in order to provide irri-
gation water to tail-end
lands in Dharmapuri con-
stituency, the government
had taken up desilting of
SRSP distributaries.

Desilting on the remain-
ing stretches of about 75 kms
would be completed within
a week, he said.
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‘Drinking water to all villages by July’

STATE BUREAU
Nalgonda

Minister for Panchayat Raj
Errabelli Dayakar Rao on
Wednesday announced that
each and every village in
Nalgonda district would be
supplied with safer drinking
water under Mission Bhagi-
ratha by July 30 this year.

Dayakar Rao along with
Energy Minister G Jagadish
Reddy, CMO Secretary
Smita Sabarwal and Engi-
neer-in-Chief  Krupakar
Reddy reviewed the status
of Mission Bhagiratha works
at a meeting held with the
engineers and representa-
tives of the contracting com-
pany in Udhy Aditya Bha-
van on the premises of the
district Collectorate at Nal-
gonda.

During the four-hour re-
view meeting, he enquired
with the engineers about the
drinking water supply and
status of works of Mission
Bhagiratha. Dayakar Rao
said that 95 per cent of Mis-
sion Bhagiratha works were
completed in Nalgonda dis-
trict and the remaining
works will be completed
within two months. Subse-
quently, each and every
house in all villages and
hamlet of Nalgonda district
would be supplied with safe
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Panchavat Raj Minister Errabelli Dayakar Rao, Energy Minister (i Jagadish Reddy and CMO
Secretary Smita Sabarwal at a review meeting in Nalgonda on Wednesday.

drinking water by July 30.
He regretted that five per
cent of the works were still
pending due to the negli-
gence of contacting agen-
cies. He instructed the offi-
cials to issue notices to such
contacting agencies and re-
place them with others ifre-
quired. Stating that the idea
of Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao to take up
Mission Bhagiratha actually
had roots in Nalgonda dis-
trict, which was facing fluo-
ride issue, he said though
supplying river water to
each house through water
taps was not an easy task,
the State government suc-
cessfully implemented it
through Mission Bhagirtha,

which was taken up at a cost
of Rs 40,123 crore.

He pointed out that the
erstwhile governments had
spent Rs 590 crore for drink-
ing water schemes in erst-
while Nalgonda district in
the seven decades in united
Andhra Pradesh, but TRS
government spent Rs 2,950
crore on Mission Bhagiratha
in past four years. Jagdish
Reddy asked the sarpanches
of the villages not to sign the
papers confirming comple-
tion of Mission Bhagiratha
works, if they were not com-
pleted 100 percent. He in-
formed that drinking water
is being supplied to 1,689
habitations, including 843
grama panchayats, 1670

hamlets and 19 municipali-
ties in Nalgonda district.

The engineers informed
in the meeting that out of the
total sanctioned 1,536 Over-
head Service Reservoirs
(OHSRs), works of 1,509
OHSRs were completed and
works of remaining 27
OHSRs were under
progress. Water taps were
fixed in 3,15,083 houses as
against sanctioned 3,30,939
houses in Nalgonda district.

Zilla Parishad Chairman
Banda Narender Reddy,
MLAs Kancharla Bhupal
Reddy, N Bhasker Rao, No-
mula Narsimhaiah and
Chirumarthi Lingaiah also
attended the  review
meeting.
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Pre-monsoon showers greet Telangana

Regional Meteorological Centre had forecast onset of southwest monsoon after June 12

CITY BUREAU
Hydershad

Two days ahead of the fore-
cast, Hyderabad was greeted
with spells of pre-monsoon
showers that also brought
down the day time mercury
levels considerably on
Wednesday.

The Regional Meteoro-

logical Centre (RMC) in its
scast looked at onset

of southwest monscon in

Telangana after June 12.

On Tuesday night also,
several parts of the city
recorded rains that ranged
between moderate to heavy.
The average rainfall
recorded was 14.5 mm.

Though Wednesday
started with sunny weather
conditions, by afternoon
clouds gathered and the
evening witnessed moder-
ate rainfall in some parts and
heavy rainfall in some places
in the city. Till & pm, Abdul-
lapurmet received highest
rainfall at 65.3 mm, followed
by Serilingampally (425
mm) and Pedda Amberpet
(33.5), according to Telan-
gana State Development
Manning Society (1'SDI’S).

Apart from Greater Hy-
derabad region,  districts
such as ,mmm Medak,
Wizamabad, Yadadri-Bhu-
vanagiri, Ka-
mm;ldélrr. mglimmi.u] San-
gar Jagtial too
witnessed moderate rainfall
on Wednesday,

The weather warning
with EMC indicated heavy
to very heavy rains likely to
occur o lsolated places over

Telangana in the next three
days. The Met deparimetn
cials said monsoon has
reached Rayalaseema region
and il might take another
two or three days to armive in
Telangana. Hyderabad
might not Immediately re-
CEIVE FraIns once monsonrn
reach the State and would
take some days to record
showers, said an official.
“Southwest mansoon has
further advanced into re-
maining parts of Tamil
Madu, some more parts of
west central and north Bay

of Bengal. Conditions are
likely to become favourable
subsequently for further ad-
vance of monsoon into parts
of Telangana during subse-
quent 48 hours,” an offcial
said.

Meanwhile, Greater EHy-
derabad Municipal Corpora-
tion Commissioner, DS
Lokesh Kumar alerted mon-
so0m teams to take up re-
quired steps in tackling
complaints water logging on
roads and colonies, tree
falling, overflow of naalas
and water stagnation poines.
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Heavy rains,

hail storm lash
Delhi-NCR

New Delhi: Strong winds
and rain brought relief
from soaring tempera-
tures in Delhi and nearby
areas on Wednesday. The
rains lashed parts of the
national capital region.
Delhi's neighbouring
Noida also experienced
hailstorm. According to
the Indian Meteorological
Department, the change in
the weather hasbeen
caused by a cyclonic circu-
lation over north Ra-
jasthan. The weather de-
partment had earlier said
that Delhi-NCRwill wit-
ness thunderstorm with
lightrain accompanied
with gusty winds of speed
of 40-50 kmph.
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VANAM JWALA
NARASIMHA RAO

The Kaleshwaram
Project has been
described as

a man-made
engineering
wonder by several
visitors that
includes members
of the Central
Water Commission,
irrigation experts
and many
representatives
from other states

Resolute irrigation projects

Telangana has absolute rights over its share of river water and has put in place various
infrastructure projects to adequately use its share for optimum benefit in irrigating its lands

elangana Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashek-
har Rao, soon after
assuming charge in
June 2014 initiated an action
plan aimed at providing
assured irrigation facility to
about 125 lakh acres of land in
the State. The strategy included
revival and reengineering of
pendins projects to suit the
needs of Telangana. As part of
this plan, the completion of 23
major projects and 13 medium
projects was prioritised.
Pending projects like Kal-
vakurti, Bhima, Nettempadu,
Koyilsagar, Midmaner, Singur,
Yellampally, Kinnersani, Palem
Vagu, Komaram Bhim, Mat-
tadi Vagu, Nelvai, Jagannath-
pur, etc., which were neglected
by the erstwhile governments,
have been on a fast-track to
completion. By 2020, irrigation
facilities will be made avail-
able for about 80 lakh acres.
When the projects are com-
pleted, the projection would be
an additional ayacut of 53.02
lakh acres and stabilisation of
25.93 lakh acres.
To ensure optimum utili-
sation of the Tel share

Water Availability

COURTESY: TELANGANA TODAY

will get through Sitarama and
Bhakta Ramadasu projects. To
provide continuous availabil-
ity of water, the Government
is constructing Tupakulagu-
dem Barrage (Sammakka Bar-
rage) on River Godavari near
Kantanapalli. This will ensure
water availability at Devadula
throughout the year.

Because of the CM’s ini-
tiative and cooperation of the
Maharashtra Government for
projects on the Godavari, water
from Pranahitha River and

Pe River was ensured

of water in the rivers, CM
KCR transformed himself as
an engineer and designer and
spent hours reengineering and
redesigning irrigation projects.
Before state bifurcation, Telan-
gana could not make full utili-
sation of river water as per its
share. The share of Telangana
in River Godavari and River
Krishna accounts for 1,266
TMC (thousand million cubic
feet) beside another 150 TMC
of surplus water. But to make
optimum utilisation of this
share, there were no projects,
Through reengineering and
redesigning, CM KCR ensured
adequate water to South Telan-
gana through Palamuru-Ran-
gareddy Lift Irrigation Scheme
and Dindi Lift Irrigation
Scheme and to North Telan-
gana through the Kaleshwaram
Lift Irrigation Project.
Adilabad district will get
water through B R Ambed-
kar Pranahitha and Chanaka-
Korata projects. Khammam

throcfag]'fa historic agreement
between these two states. This
paved way for the Laxmi Bar-
rage (Medigadda) on River
Godavari, Tummuidihatti; Raj-
apeta on Penganga; Chanaka-
Korata and Pimparad barrages
on Penganga River. The agree-
ment between the two states
will go a long way in the utili-
sation of 967 TMC of Goda-
vari water which is Telangana’s
rightful share.

The ‘Kaleshwaram Proj-
ect’ has been described as a
man-made engineering won-
der by several visitors that
included members of the Cen-
tral Water Commission, irri-
gation experts, representatives
from other states, etc. This is
the largest multistage lift irri-
gation project in the country
and world which is being con-
structed on a fast track basis as
per the schedule. Water from
River Godavari at Medigadda,
which is at 94 metres above the
sea level, is lifted in 10 stages

and supplied to Kondapoc-
hamma Sagar, which is at 618
metres height. In other words,
the water from Godavari River
is being lifted about 500m in
height.

After its completion, 360
TMC of water will be avail-
able from this. Initially, two
TMC of water per day is to be
drawn from this project for 120
daysand thus 240 TMC will be
made available. It has also been
decided that an additional
TMC of water (three TMC
total) will be drawn up later
since there is abundant water
availability at Medigadda. 45
lakh acres will come under
irrigation under this project.
In the Kaleshwaram Project,
water will be lifted from Laxmi
Barrage, Saraswathi Barrage
and Parvati Barrage to Yella-
mpally barrage through the
Godavari River course in link
L

The pump houses for lift-
ing the water in link 1 are
Laxmi, Saraswathi and Par-
vati, Water will be lifted from
the Yellampally Barrage to
Mid Manair reservoir in two
stages from Nandi and Gay-
atri pump houses in link 2.
Water will be lifted from Mid
Manair reservoir to Kondapoc-
hamma Sagar in five stages fill-
ing Annapurna, Ranganayaka
Sagar, Mallanna Sagar reser-
voirs enroute in link 4.

As part of the Kalesh-
waram Project, River Goda-
vari water has already reached
Kondapochamma Sagar. With

this irrigation facility, water
is made available to lands in
Siddipet, Siricilla, Husnabad,
Manakondur, Jangaon, Gajwel,
Dubbaka, Medchal, San-
gareddy, Aler, Bhuvanagiri,
Pathancheru constituencies.
Water was drawn from Mid
Manair reservoir through an
approach channel and lifted
from Annapurna pump house
and poured into Annapurna
reservoir, thus accumulat-
ing 1.7 TMC of water out
of its capacity of 3.5 TMC.
From there, through a gravity
canal and a tunnel, the water
reaches a surge pool (Chand-
lapur pump house) of Ranga-
nayaka Sagar. Through motors
installed in the pump house,
Godavari water is being lifted
and poured into Ranganayaka
Sagar reservoir which is at a
height of 490 metres. Godavari
water is being released to the
canals of Ranganayaka Sagar
to fill hundreds of tanks and
check dams in Siddipet district.
The historical Kondapoc-
hamma Sagar reservoir form-
ing part of ‘Kaleshwaram
Project, was formally inaugu-
rated on May 29, by CM KCR
in the presence of Tridandi
China Jeeyar Swamy. Motors in
the Markook pump house were
switched on by KCR heralding
the release of River Godavari
waters into Kondapochamma
Sagar reservoir. From Laxmi
barrage (Medigadda) on to the
Godavari in 10 stages of lift,
water will reach Kondapoc-
hamma Sagar reservoir of 15

TMC capacity, which is at a
height of 618 metres.

Sitarama Project works
were formally grounded by
CM KCR on February 16,
2016. The Bhakta Ramadasu
Lift Irrigation Project was
completed in a record time of
11 months. Pipelines, pump-
house, approach channel and
substation construction for
this project were taken up
parallelly. The project was for-
mally inaugurated by CM KCR
on January 31, 2017. Through
this project, 58,000 acres of
land in Tirumalayapalem,
Kusumanchi, Nela Kondapalli,
Mudigonda, Khammam Rural,
Mahaboobabad Mandals were
brought under irrigation.

‘Seetamma Sagar Multi-
purpose Project’ is coming
up at Ammagaripally village
in Ashwapuram Mandal of
Bhadradri Kothagudem dis-
trict on Godavari River 200
metres downstream of existing
Dummugudem Anicut. Work
on the ‘Palamoor-Rangareddy
Lift Irrigation Scheme’ which
isaboon to erstwhile Mahbub-
nagar, Rangareddy and Nal-
gonda districts has also been
fast-tracked.

The Government also
decided to take up the Dindi
project, now named after late
R Vidyasagar Rao, benefiting
the Nalgonda people who have
been suffering from fluoride
for decades. "Kalvakurti Lift
Irrigation Scheme’ which has
been pending for more than
three decades is now nearing
completion.

The Telangana State Gov-
ernment under the steward-
ship of CM KCR has left no
stone unturned to see that
more than one crore acres of
land be brought under irri-
gation in the State. This is the
ground reality and Telangana
has absolute right on its share
of water and accordingly also
has the right to carry out proj-
ects towards making optimum
utilisation of its share.

The writer is the Chief

Public Relations Officer to the
Chief Minister of Telangana.
Views expressed are personal
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Trees uprooted as heavy rain &

thunderstor hit Delhi,

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Thunderstorms
and rain lashed parts of the
national Capital on Wednes-
day, bringing respite from the
stifling heat.

The rain occurred under
the influence of a cyclonic cir-
culation over north Rajasthan,
and a trough running from
north Pakistan to a low-pres-
sure area over the Bay of Ben-
gal, the India Meteorological
Department said.

Light rains and thunder-
storms were witnessed in parts
of Delhi with winds gusting up
to 50 kilometres per hour, said
Kuldeep Srivastava, the head
of the regional forecasting cen-
tre of the India Meteorological
Department.

The mercury is expected to
reduce in the next few days as
moisture-laden easterly winds
due to the low-pressure area
in the Bay of Bengal will bring
showers in Delhi-NCR on June
12 and June 13, he said.

Power supply in many parts
of the city was affected.

The Safdarjung Observa-
tory, which provides repre-
sentative figures for the city,
recorded a maximum temper-
ature of 41.5 degrees Celsius,
two notches above the normal,
before the rains. On Sunday; it
recorded a high of 34.8 degrees
Celsius, which was five notches
below normal.

The weather stations at
Palam and Ayanagar recorded
their maximum temperatures

Ntoiga

A tree fell on a street due to dust storm on Wednesday Pl

A tree uprooted due o dust storm and rain on Wednesday PTI

at 43.6 degrees Celsius and 42.2
degrees Celsius respectively.
Humidity levels oscillated
between 43 and 74 per cent.

The weatherman has pre-
dicted light rains and thunder-
showers with winds gusting up
to 40 kilometres per hour for
Thursday evening.

The maximum and min-
imum temperatures are
expected to settle at 40 degrees
Celsius and 26 degrees Celsius
respectively.

Heavy rain and storm lashed

Noida and Greater Noida
Wednesday evening, uproot-
ing trees, damaging vehicles
and bringing down billboards
that blocked key roads, includ-
ing some between the city and
the national Capital.

Traffic snarls were reported
on the Delhi-Noida-Direct
(DND) Highway as well as on
the Kalindi Kunj Road from
here due to trees and billboards
falling on the roads, while simi-
lar scenes were witnessed along
routes to Greater Noida.
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