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Jal Shakti Ministry
writes to state over

unutilised funds

Ravi S SingH
TRIEUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 1L

The Centre has written to
the Punjab Government
over the unutilised funds
allotted for providing clean
and piped water to every
household in the state. It
has also called for expedi-
tious implementation of the
centrally sponsored Jal Jee-
van Mission (JJM).

In a letter to Chief Minis-
ter Capt Amarinder Singh,
Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
stated that the Centre had
provided funds to the state
based on the number of
functional household tap
connections (FHTCs) pro-
vided last year. “In 2019-20,
the Centre allocated Rs
227 46 crore to Punjab, out
of which the state utilised
only Rs 7327 crore”
Shekhawat said in the letter.

With the opening balance
of Rs 257 crore, including
unspent Rs 98 crore under
the National Water Quality
Sub-Mission, along with
the allocation of about Rs
363 crore in 2020-21, Punjab
has said Rs 620 crore Cen-
tral funds were available
for utilisation.

“With state’s matching
share, Rs 1,239.78 crore will
be available under the Jal
Jeevan Mission to provide
water connection to families
in rural areas of Punjab in
2020-21,” said the CML

CENTRAL PROJECT |
The Centre has ——

sponsored Jal )
Jeevan Mission

the

Implemented by
Union Jal Shakti Ministry,
the JIM aims at providing| |
safe and piped water to all| '
rural households in the
country by 2024, Several

states, including Punjab,
have assured the Centre that
the mission will be imple-
mented in toto by 2022.

The Punjab Government
has informed the ministry
that alarge number of house-
holds have been already pro-
vided tap water connections.

Complimenting the CM on
his commitment towards the
JIM, Shekhawat expressed
optimism that Punjab would
provide the remaining
households with tap connec-
tions soon. He suggested the
CM to focus on the augmen-
tation of the existing water
supply systems in villages to
provide connections to the
remaining households.

The CM pitched for piped
water supply to all house-
holds in arsenic and fluoride-
affected habitations before
December 2020.
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[llegal mining on Sutle;
riverbed in full swing

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
ROPAR, JUNE 1L

The district Deputy Com-
missioner, Sonali Giri, raid
on mining mafia has led to
the seizure of three
poclain machines and tip-
pers from the Sutlej
riverbed near Saidpur and
Agampur villages.

On seeing the officials,
accused managed to flee
from the spot, leaving
behind the machines.

Giri said the officials con-
cerned had been asked to
identify the offenders and
register cases against them
accordingly.

For years, thera has been
no quarry operational in the
area, but the mining mafia
has been continuously dig-
ging theriverbed day inand
day out. Owing to the large-

Ropar DC S

scale mining, cracks have
been developed along the
one-km-long Agampur
bridge and many electricity
poles standing alongside
the riverbed have been
damaged completely, lead-
ing to a loss of crores of
rupees to the exchequer.
The DC said she had visit-
ed the area to assess the

"'_ 4 E_: .-d . .r =
e suit) conducts a raid on the Sutle
riverbed near Anandpur Sahib on Thursday.

A,

progress of road construc-
tion work when she noticed
illegal mining taking place
in the region. Subsequently,
she asked the Mining
Department officials and
the police to reach the spot.
However, on seeing the offi-
cials, the accused had fled
from the spot, said the
Deputy Commissioner.
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Monsoon arrives,
city on storm alert

T.5.5. SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERAEBAD, JUNE 11

The south-west monsoon
finally made its presence
felt in the state on Thurs-
day. According to the
Indian Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) there is
an 80 per cent possibility
of rain and thunderstorm
activity over the capital
city in the next 24 hours.
“Wet conditions are
expected to provide some
respite from high mer-
cury levels in Telangana's
capital city, as davtime

temperatures will hover
around 2728 degrees
Celsius for the next two
days. By Sunday, howev-
er, the temperatures shall
return to the other side of
the 31 degree Celsius
mark,” reads a report by
weather.com.

The IMD had said that
Telangana will experi-
ence low pressure-
induced rainfall and the
south-west monsoon has
begun over the area.

B Page 2: Heavy rainfall
alert for today

Last year, the city had
received an astounding 700
mm of rainfall as against its

normal of 621 mm. During
the pre-monsocon season,
this year— from March to
May—Hyderabad district had
a rainfall deficit of 11 per
cent, having received 66 mm
of rainfall as against the nor-

mal of 75 mm.

The IMD has also issued a
heavy rainfall warning for
Friday: ‘Heavy to very heavy
with extremely heavy rain
very likely to occur at isolat-
ed places in all districts of

Telangana'.
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S500-YEAR-OLD STRUCTURE FOUND IN ODISHA

Temple under Mahanadi

SUBHASHISH MOHANTY

Bhubaneswar: A temple dating back
around 500 years and engulfed by the Ma-
hanadi in Odisha whenthe river changed
course over a century and a half ago has
beendiscovered.

The 60ft temple, entirely tmder water
and muchofit below the viverbed, was
discovered mid-river near Baideswarin
Padm abati village near Cuttack by an ar-
chaeological stwvey team from the Indi-
an MNational Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage (INTACH).

The “mastaka”, or crown, of the
Gopinath temple is sometimes visible in
summer when the water level of the Ma-
hanadi decreases.

The temple has been discovered by an
[NTACH team led by project assistant
Deepak Kum ar Nayak, who said the
structure, dates back to the late 15th or
early 16th century, considering the con-
struction style of the mastaka and the

The crown of the 500-year-old
submerged temple in Mahanadi

materials used.

According to archaeologists, the
Gopinath temple, dedicated to an avatar
of Lord Krishna, was located at a place
called Satapatana, or a cluster of seven
villages. However, in 1850, the Mahanadi
changed course and submerged the en-
tire area, along with the temple. Locals
had shifted theidols to the nearby
Gopinath Dev tem ple in Padmabati vil-
lage, located on higher ground.

In locating the submer ged temple,
Nayak and his team took the help of local
heritage enthusiast Rabindra Rana.

Nayak and his teamm havemapped and
sketched the entire temple based on the
distinet style of the mastaka. The crown
makesit clear that the temple had been
builtin the Rekha Deula style, according
to Nayak.

Anil Dhir, the coordinator of the Ma-
hanadi Project of the INTACH, said: “The
regionusedto be regarded asSatapatana.
However, with theriver changing its
course dueto catastrophie flooding, the en-
tire area went under water.”

Thetemple discovery is part of the IN-
TACH’s Mahanadi Valley Heritage Sites
Documentation project. The project,
which doctmnents the entire 1,700k
length of the Mahanadi, is nearing com-
pletion. A multi-volun ereport of the
nearly 800 monuments that have been
documented along the river will be re-
leased early next vear.



Monsoon
knocking on
the doors
of Calcutta

DEBRAJMITRA

Calentta: A low-pressurearea
over the Bay of Bengal trig-
gered widespread rain in the
city on Thursday. The south-
west monsoon is expected to
reach Caleutta riding the same
system over the next 24 hours,
the Met office has said.

“The southwest monsoon
hasadvanced to south Chhat-
tisgarh and south Odisha and
eastern  parts of Assam
and Meghalaya. It is expected
to reach Gangetic Bengal,
including Caleutta, over
the next 24 hours,” said
Mrutyunjaya Mohapatra, the
IMD  director general in
New Delhi.

The weather department
studies various factors such as
amount and distribution of
rainfall, wind flow and mois-
ture content in the air to de-
cide whether to declare the
onset of the monsoon in a par-
ticular area.

The usual date for the ar-
rival of the monsoon windsin
Caleutta is June 8. Last year,
themonsoon had made a much
delayed entry, on June 21.

Apart from widespread
rain, the monsoon is marked
by wind blowing from south-
west, the direction of the Bay
of Bengal, instead of from
north India.
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Dark douds over the Hooghly on Thursday aftermoon. Picture by Pradip Sanyal

The change is already tak-
ing place, said a Met official in
Calentta.

The minimum relative hu-
midity, a measure of moisture
inthe air during the daytime,
has also been on the higher
side. On Wednesday, it was 70
per cent,

The city woke up to a
cloudy sky on Thursday. Rain,
which came in phases, started
in the morning. According to
the pumping stations of the
civic body, between 6pm on
Wednesday and 6pm  on
Thursday, Cossipore got
25mimn of rain, New Mar ket got

22mm, Dum Dum 1smm and
Joka 14mm.

The showers were devoid
of gusts of wind, typical of
squalls that frequented the
city in April and May.

Wednesday was hot and
sultry. The maximum tem per-
ature was 34.9 degrees Celsius

but the maximumn relative hu-
midity was 92 per cent. The
showers brought some relief
on Thursday.

“The temperatire will
come down with rain but will
go up again when it stops, Itis
going to beuncomfortable,” the
Met official in Calentta said.
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Rainsin Delhi-NCR likely today

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
MEW DELHI, 11 JUNE

The maximum temperatureshovered
close to the normalinmost parts of north
Indiaon Thursday, a day after lightrain
and thunderstorm at isolated places
intheregion, including Delhi, evenas
the southwest monsoon advanced
further to stateslike Maharashira, Goa
and Odisha.

The regional weather offices fore-
cast showers in Delhi-NCR and light
to moderate rain or thundershowerin
parts of Punjab and Haryana on June
12 and 13.

In Delhi, the maximum tempera-
ture settled at 40.6 degrees Celsius.

Humidity levels oscillated between
47 and 82 per cent and the weather-
man has predicted light rains and
thundershowers with winds gusting up
to 60 kilometres per hour on Friday
evening. No heatwave is expected in
the capital till June 15, the official
said.

Light to moderate showers lashed
parts of Rajasthan with Merta city in
Nagaur districtrecording 65 mmrain-
falland Sallopatin Banswara record-
ing 55 mm till Thursday morning,

Several other areas also recorded rain-
fall below 55 mm, the weather office
in Jaipur said.

Bikaner wasthe hottestplacein the
state at44.8 degrees Celsius. Jaisalmer,
Ganganagar and Churu recorded their
res‘recﬁve maximums at 43.5, 43.4
and 43.1 degrees Celsius.

The day temperatures in Barmer,
Jodhpur, Jaipur and Kota were record-
edat43,42 8,42 and 40 8 degrees Cel-
siusrespectively.

In Punjab and Haryana, the
maximum temperatures hovered
close to the 40 degrees Celsius-mark
at many places, with common
capital Chandigarh recording a
high of 39.3 degrees Celsius. In
Haryana, Ambalarecorded a max-
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Children take bath to beat the heat on a hot day in the Capital on Thursday.  sus

41.6 degrees.

Allahabad recorded a high of 40.9
degrees Celsius, while it was 41.3
degrees Celsius in JThansi and 40.8
degrees Celsius in Varanasi.

The weather office in Lucknow
torecast rain or thundershower at iso-
lated places in the state on Friday.

Meanwhile, the southwest monsoon
advanced further into more states
aided by tfavourable conditions.

Under its effect, heavy to very
heavy rainfall are likely at a few places
in Goa, Karnataka, Telangana, Chhat-
tisgarh, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Ker-
ala, Maharashtra, Gujarat, sub-
Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and
Tripura on Friday, the India Meteo-
rological Department said.

imum of 39.7 degrees Celsius, up
one notch against the normal,
while Hisar registered a high of 40.5
degrees Celsius, one notch below
the normal.

Narnaul recorded a high of 40
degrees Celsius, down one notch,
while Karnal's maximum settled at
39 degrees Celsius, up one notch
against the normal limits.

Ludhiana and Patiala in Punjab
recorded their respective maximums
of40 degrees Celsiusand 40. 1 degrees
Celsius, each up by one notch.

Amritsar' smaximum settled at37.3
degrees Celsius, twonotchesbelowthe
normal.

In Uttar Pradesh, the maximum
temperatures continued to remain
over 40 degrees Celsius in several
parts, with Agra being the hottestat
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Monsoonstoarrive todayin
Kolkata;wet weekend ahead

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 11 JUNE

As the city of joy is all set to
welcome monsoon bytomor-
row, Kolkatans are likely to
eperience awetweekend. The
weather officials are expect-
ing light to moderate rainfall
continuing till next week.

Even though themonsoon
isyet to setits foot inthe next
24 hours from today, the city
has received around 104 mm
of normal seasonalrainfall so
far, according to the Region-
al Meteorological Officein Ali-
pore.

Despite themonsoonarriv-
ing with a delay of one day,
the city has already received
an excessrainfall of 14 per cent
excess in the last 11 days of
this month.

According to sources, last
year, the monsoons in Kolkata

Despite the monsoon
arriving with a delay
of one day, the city
has already received
an excess rainfall of
14 per cent excess in
the last 11 days of
this month

lashing the cityon 21 June had
been delayed by 10 days. The
city had received a rainfall of
1,187 mm between June to
September.

Asinformedby the weath-
er office, alow pressure is inten-
sifying over theWest-Central
Bay of Bengal and is being
hoped tobecome well-marked
by tomorrow. The low pres-
sure created over the West-
CentralBay, is tocatalyse the
arrival of monsoon in the
state. With the system push-

ing forward, it is likely to
bring light to moderate
rainfall to the city and some
other districts of WestBengal
from this afternoon tll 16
June.

The showers are likely to
be accompanied by thun-
derstorm and lightning at
one ortwoplaces, officials of
theMet department informed.

“South-easterlywinds from
Bay of Bengal are sweeping
through the districts of West
Bengal,” informed Mr Sanjib
Bandopadhyay, deputydirec-
tor, RMC.

“The sky is expected to
remain generallycloudy with
rain of light to moderate
intensity. The wind speed is
also likely to remain normal
inthe city while touching 40-
50 kmph in the West Central
Bayand adjoining Northwest
Bay,” he added.
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Monsoon arrives in T'elangana

SUNNY BASKI
Hyderabad

The monsoon is here.
Though the forecast was
that it would reach the State
by Friday, the official an-
nouncement of the south-
west monsoon reaching
Telangana came on Thurs-
day itself from the Regional
Meteorological Centre
(RMC), with officials stating
that the conditions were
favourable for the monsoon
to advance further into the
remaining parts of the State

receive heavy rainfall in next twe days. —Photo: Anand Dharmana

lowed by intermittent and
moderate rainfall in the next
four to five days.

Excess rainfall
This monsoon, the Met de-
partment is expecting a rain-
fall of up to 110 per cent.
Against a normal rainfall of
755 mm during June and
September, the State is
likely to receive rainfall up
to 830 mm, officials said.
Last year in June, Hyder-
abad had recorded a
monthly total rainfall of
116.9 mm, which was 11 per

in the next 48 hours.

RMC Director K Na-
garatna said Hyderabad,
along with other parts of the
State, would be receiving
abundant rainfall in the next
two days. “The monsoon is

likely to continue till Sep-
tember. We can expect good
amount of rainfall this year,
and the State is likely to
record above normal rain-
fall,” she said. The weather
warning from RMC indi-

cated that isolated heavy to
very heavy rains were very
likely in Telangana during
the next three days. The
forecast for Hyderabad said
cloudy skies with heavy rain
would prevail on Friday, fol-

cent above normal. This
June, the city had already re-
ceived a rainfall of 90.7 mm
while Rangareddy and Med-
chal-Malkajgiri  received
547 mm and 93.3 mm re-
spectively.

Deccan Herald 12-Jun-2020

NATURE'S WONDER

MUMBAI, DHNS & AGENCIES

ashtra’s Lonar Lake, the world’s
third-largest crater formed by a
meteorite strike, has changed to pink.
The change from its greenish tinge to a
reddish hue has so far gone unexplained
but experts attribute it to the salinity and
presence of algae in the water body.

The colour of the water in Mahar-

the colour change has happened, but this
time it is more glaring. Posting a photo

of the lake, Buldhana district collector
Suman Rawat Chandra tweeted: “Lonar
Lake currently...Wonders of the Nature...
Looks like an algae bloom primarily, but
microbiologists can tell better...” The pho-
tos of Lonar Lake has gone viral on social
media platforms.

Mahamystery: Alake turns pink

Experts say this is not the first time that E=#

L i

Lonar Lake.

“Over the past two to three days, a change
in colour has been noticed. I have myself
inspected the site and have taken photos
and videos,” Lonar tehsildar Saifan Nadaf
said. He said the Maharashtra forest
department has taken samples and is
analysing them.
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Heavy rain lashes city,
hghtmng predlcted

BEW GALURL, DHM S

avouring the adwance
Fof the monsoon in the

southHnteriorTe gon s of
Karnataka, the lowe-presaire
area over the Bay of Bengal
resulted in heavy rainacross
Bengalurm on Thirsday.

The rain spanning overtwo
hours brought down several
branches on busy roads, af-
fecting vehirular m ovemernt.

Meteorologists at the Kar-
Tuatalka State Natiral Disaster
WMonitoring Centre [KSMND-
M) have issued aforecast of
heavy lighming inBengahm
and adjoining dismictsforthe
next fve days.

The doudy weather all
through the day resulted ina
lizht drizzle in the afternioon
and eventually starting pour-
ingtowardslate everinginthe
sothern and northern parts
of the dity.

While the Dasarahalli zone
received the highest rainfall
of up to 225 mm 1mtl 10 pm,
zomes sich as Yelahanka, ER
Magar and Bommanahalli re-
ceived 1p to 20 mm rairfall.

Drainsoverflow
Several stormwater drains

were seenl overflowing along
the outsldrts. Tue to the
gusty and strong winds in
Mallesywaram , Sanjaynagar
and Seshadripuram, three
trees were uprooted and
completely blodked the traf-
fic arcordingtoofficials arthe
BEMP control room.

Matoor ologists naveieq atorecast of heavy lizhtning in
Eengauru for the nex TTve days. oH PHOTD/AH R RAGH T

KENDMC officdals ex-
plained that Bengaliru and
ather parts of the state are
likely to witness heavy light-
ning. M D hag also issued a
forecast revealing heavy to
very heavy rainfall in isolate d
parts of interior Karnataka
overthe nexttwo days.
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MEW DELHI, DHN%: The
Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Suthaority (CWHA)
has adred Karnataka to re-
lease June and.July quota of
water toTarmil Mad.

The CWMA meeting
presided over by Central
Water Comumission in-
charge Chairman E K Jain
asked Karnataka to release
219 tnoftwater inJune and
21223 toeft in July to Tarmil
Madu asper the quota fixed
by the Supreme Court.

The meeting was attennd
ed by Karnataka, Tarnil
Wadu, Puducherry and Ker-
ala officials throngh video
conference.

Mormally, the panel
meetsbefore the onset of
momson todecide the quare
turmn of water to be releaszed

Release June,
Cauvery water to TN, K'taka told

July quota of

by Karnataka to the lower
riparian state.

The Authority did not
take up the Mekedam Irri-
gation Project issue for dis-
cussicn. Karnataka insisted
for discussion, but Tarmil
Madu opposed it, sources
said.

Karnataka plans to budld
a balancing reservoir at
Mekedam in Kanakapura
taluk to store excess water.
However, Tarmil Maduhas
opposed it ciing that the
proposed reseryoir wionld
irmpownd the uncontrolled
intermme diate flows between
KES, Kabini and Eilinmdu
azit wiould deprive the state
[Tammil Nadu) of monthly
flows for irrigation in the
crucial morthsfrom June to
Septermber.

Asian Age 12-Jun-2020

m Heavy rainfall in parts of Maharashtra in next 48 hrs: IMD

Monsoon reaches Maharashtra, Goa

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, JUNE 11

The Indian Metrological
Department (IMD) on
Thursday announced that
the southwest Monsoon
has arrived in
Maharashira and it will
reach Mumbai within 48
hours. Several coastal
regions of the state were
lashed by intense spells of
showers on Thursday. The
IMD has also forecast
heavy rainfall in some
parts of Maharashtra in
the next 48 hours.

Rains lashed parts of the
coastal Sindhudurg dis-
trict (which shares border
with Goa) including
Amboli, Vengurla and
other neighbouring areas
from 11 am on Thursday,

“The onset line is show-

ing at 18 degree north in
Arabian Sea. Which is
passing over Harnai,
Ratnagiri, South Central
Maharashtra, Solapur and
South Konkan. A warning
for heavy rainfall has been
issued,” said K.5.
Hosalikar, Deputy
Director General of west-
ern region.

“Many parts of
Marathwada and some
coastal parts of the state
lashed with rains on
Thursday. Conditions are

favorable for further
advancement in some
parts of Maharashtra
including Mumbai,”

added Mr. Hosalikar,

In the last few days, pre-
monsoon showers hit sev-
eral parts of the state,
including Mumbai and its
suburbs. The Mumbai

IN THE last few days,
Rre-munsuun showers

it several parts of the
state, including Mumbai
and its suburbs. The
Mumbai civic body last
week issued an advisory
fearing rise in monsoon-
related diseases in addi-
tion to the coronavirus
infections.

civiec body last week
issued an advisory fearing
rise in monsoon-related
diseases in addition to the
coronavirus  infections,
asking people to visit doe-
tors if they had symptoms
such as fever and cough.
The southwest monsoon
also arrived in Goa on
Thursday and was likely
to advance further in the

next two days, the IMD
said. The IMD forecast
heavy rainfall in some
parts of Maharashtra in
the next 48 hours.

“Conditions
favourable for further
advancement in some
maore parts of
Maharashtra in next 48
hours. Heavy rainfall
warnings are issued, he
said.

Rains lashed parts of the
coastal Sindhudurg dis-
trict (which shares border
with  Goa) including
Amboli, Vengurla and
other neighbouring areas
from 11 am on Thursday,
another official said.

In the last few days, pre-
monsoon showers hit sev-
eral parts of the state,
including Mumbai and its
suburbs.

are
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Low inflow in Himalayan rivers impacts power generation

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SHIMLA: Low inflow in Hima-
layan rivers during the current
financial year has adversely
impacted hydro power gener-
ation in the Himachal Pradesh
based hydel projects. Genera-
tion data from various power
projects reveals that the down-
side is as high as 25 percent in
some of the projects.

Electricity ~ generation
at India’s largest 1500 MW
Nathpa Jhakri hydro power
station located on Satluj river
recorded a down slide of 25 per-
cent during the months of April
and May 2020 as per informa-
tion gathered by Millennium
post. Against the generation
of 1316 million units achieved
during April-May last year, the
power plant generated only 1052
million units during the same
period this year.

Similarly the down stream

Sl [

412 MW Rampur hydro power
plant of the company generated
only 302 million units during
the period against 374 million
units achieved last year.

The operating company
SIVN Limited informed that
average inflow in the river Satluj
during the month of April was
123 cu.sec against 174 cu.sec
recorded last year. In the month
of May inflow in the river was
259 cu.sec against 274 cu.sec

received last year.

The low inflow continued
during the month of June as well
impacting power generation.
On June 5 the inflow received
was only 321 cu.sec against 548
cu.sec received last year.

The low inflow in river Satluj
is the result of climate changes
resulting in lesser snow melting
in catchment areas noticed this
year The two power plants of the
company generate 70 percent

of electricity during the period
April 15 to September 15 when
the inflow in river remains at its
peak while during the period
September 16 to March 30 the
inflow reduces due to little snow
melting.

The 800 MW Koldam Hydro
power station being operated by
public sector NTPC Limited
downstream on river Satluj also
recorded lower electricity gen-
eration during the period.

The project’s spokesman
informed Millennium post that
during the period upto June
7 the power plant recorded
a generation of 491 million
units against 626 million units
recorded during the same
period of last year.

The spokesman revealed
that the low generation was the
result of lesser average inflow
received in the Dam at 343
cu.sec against 556 cu.sec last
year. As a result of the lower

inflow the reservoir level too
has reduced by 5 meters,

Similar low inflows have
been recorded in other rivers
of Himachal Pradesh adversely
impacting the power generation.
Himachal Pradesh hasa power
potential of about 27,000 MW
out of which only 10,000 MW
is being generated in public and
private sector.

The major power producers
in public sector are SJVN Lim-
ited (1912 MW), NTPC Lim-
ited (800 MW), NHPC Limited
(1771 MW) and BBMB (2711
MW), while the state electric-
ity board accounts for only 7
percent of the electricity gen-
eration at only 489 MW.

Of the major rivers on which
power plants are located Satluj
river has the largest potential
of over 7000 MW. All the riv-
ersare snow fed and any climate
change directly impacts power
generation in the state.
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Monsoon arrives in
Goa, coastal and
south Maharashtra

MUMBALI: The southwest monsoon arrived in
Goa and parts of south and coastal Maharashtra
on Thursday and was likely to advance further
in the next two days, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said here.

The IMD forecast heavy rainfall in some
parts of Maharashtra in the next 48 hours.

“The southwest monsoon has arrived in
Maharashtra.

“The onset line is passing over Harnai (in
coastal Ratnagiri district), Solapur (in south
Maharashtra), Ramagundum (Telangana) and
Jagdalpur (Chhattisgarh),” IMD Mumbai cen-
tres Deputy Director-General K S Hosalikar
said.

“Conditions are favourable for further
advancement in some more parts of Maharash-
tra in the next 48 hours. Heavy rainfall warnings
are issued,” he said.

Rains lashed parts of the coastal Sindhu-
durg district (which shares a border with Goa)
including Amboli, Vengurla and other neigh-
bouring areas from 11 am on Thursday, another
official said.

In the last few days, pre-monsoon showers
hit several parts of the state, including Mumbai
and its suburbs. Goa, meanwhile, experienced
showers throughout Thursday.

A senior IMD official said in Panaji that the
monsoon set in over Goa during the day, and a
“red alert” warning of heavy rain has been issued
for June 12-13. AGENCIES
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AP to power farmers
with 10k MW pr( ject

CHINMAM PRADEEF KUMAR
B VELIAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh
Government has approved a
proposal to set up a 1,000 MW
solar power project I]ui would
eTsune uninter nine-hour
power supply to farmers during
the daytime besides setting up
of an Integrated Renewable
Energy Project (IREFP).
Briefing the media alter the
Cabinet meeting, Information
and Public Relations Minister
Perni Venkataramadah said that
as part of the IREP, 550 MW of
wind power, 1,200 MW of
hydel power and 1,000 MW of
solar power will be generated.

Under the Green Energy
Development Charge, the State
Government will be earning a
revenue of Bs 32 crore. “Earier
during the TDP regime, the
government l:laid only Bs 2.5
lakh per acre lor the project, bul
Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan
Beddy decided to award Rs 5
lakh per acre,” Venkatramaiah

said.

Andhra pradesh to power
farmers with 10k MW project

Continued from page 1

He disclosed that the State
Cabinet has cleared the path for
Ram works and
o by e e
The project will be completed in
five phases with an estimated
budget of Rs 3,736 crore in the
first phase of works. The State
government expects funds from
the Centre for the project.

For Bhogapuram Airport, the
built area was reduced trom the

proposed 2,700 acres to 2,200
acres and the remaining 500
acres will be handed over to the
State government as commercial
space. As for irrigation projects,
Rs 1411.56 crore has been ear-
marked for land acquisition and
compensation for the Veli
Project, and another Rs 522.85
crore for R&R package of
Gandikota reservoir. The
Cabinet also gave the n sig-
nal for the establishment of AP
State Directorate of Revenue

Intelligence to monitor tax eva-
sions by granting 55 posts. The
Outsourcing Curpnratiuns
would be strengthened to avoid
middlemen in recruitments.

In addition to these, the
Cabinet also gave its nod for fill-
in the vacant posts in nurs-
mggjlegﬁ mﬁbhle rein-
stating “Sannidhi Golla' in TTD
and setting up of Tribal engineer-
ing college under INTU-K in
Kurupam with an estimated

budget of Rs 153 crore.



