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GAJENDRA SINGH
SHEKHAWAT

anjaya Baru, former press
adviser to prime minister (PM)
Manmohan Singh, in his tell-all
book The Accidental Prime Min-
ister, wrote about themorning of
September 26, 2007, whena newly-
selected general secretary of the Congress,
RahulGandhi, visited the Prime Minister’s
Office(PMO) with Sonia Gandhi’s political
adviser Ahmed Patel. The latter handed
over astatement to be issued by the PMO ,
whichsaid that Gandhi had urged the PM to
expand the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) to500districts. Baru protested
since it wasn't the tradition of the PMO to
issuestatements given out by visitorstothe
PM. Yet, bylateevening, every media outlet
wasrunning the contents of the statement
as a headline. Baru also noted the “Con-
gress’s party obsession” to give the entire
credit of MGNREGS tothe Gandhifamily.

Theseincidents underline the obsession
of the Gandhi family with the ownershipof
MGNREGS. Sonia Gandhirecently wrotean
article wheresheaccused the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance government of falling back
on the scheme after first criticising it. But
she forgets thatit was theabysmal handling
of MGNREGS along with a string of corrup-
tion charges that led to the Congress-led
government'sundoing in2014.

When this government came to power,
MGNREGS was in a poor shape. It had the
inherent power to be much more than the
scheme that the Congress had envisaged.
After understanding its problems, and the
shoddy job that the previous government
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PM Modi re-engineered, reformed
and cleaned up MGNREGS

With increased allocation, direct transfers, and
removal of leakages, the NDA made it effective

did in its execution, the PM declared
MGNREGS as a living monument to the
Congress government's failures, but said
that he would notletitdie. Thus, the govern-
ment re-engineered MGNREGS, fool-proof-
ingit, pushingreforms, intertwining it with
technology and making the feedback mech-
anism stronger. Riding on these reforms,
this government revitalised MGNREGS.

Thefundsallocated to MGNREGS for this
fiscal year, excludingtheadditional alloca-
tion of ¥40,000 crore in the wake of the Cov-
1d-19 erisis, was 361,500 crore. This was
largerthan the combined budgetary alloca-
tion of 360,000 crore during the last two
yvearsofthe Congress (2012-13 and 2013-14).
Duringthe first tenure of the Modi govern-
ment, 32,64,864 crore was allocated to the
scheme and the total expenditure was
%2,53,245 crore. On corroborating the yearly
increase of budget allocation to programme
duringthefirst Modi government, one finds
2 12.87% yearly increase in budget alloca-
tions. Therural jobschemeis aliveandkick-
ing only because of this.

Today, 9% wages under MNREGS are
being paid electronically against 37% in
2013-14. There was massive corruption in
how work was being given out; only a frac-
tion of wages were reaching the intended
beneficiaries. It was not that the Congress
government had not acknowledged the pres-
enceofthis massive fund leakage. PM Man-
mohan Singh, in 2009, admitted to the leak-
age of funds, yet, over the next five years, he
did little to plug this.

It wasthelate Rajiv Gandhi whosaid that
of every rupee spent, only 15-17 paisa
reached the beneficiary. Yet, despite being
inpower for many years, the Congress gov-
ernment failed toensure that the taxpayers’
money did notend upinthe pockets of spuri-
ous characters. Today, 400 schemes come
under the Direct Benefit Transfer. Another
famous-yet-abandoned child of the Con-
gress was Aadhaar. TheModigovernment
used it well and through the trinity of

= Under the Congress, there was corruption in how work was given out; a fraction of wages

reached beneficiaries; and fake cards proliferated. This has changed DHREERAJ DHAWAN/HTPHOTO

schemes— JanDhan, Aadhaar and Mobile
(JAM)— plugged fund leakages.

Another bigissue was the massive use of
fake jobeards under MGNREGS. In 2010, the
Planning Commission after evaluating
MGNREGS had spoken of delayed payments
and mass-scale corruption. The Modi gov-
ernment went on a massive cleaningspree.
In 2017, nearly 10 million fake MGNREGS
job cards werefound and stuck-offfrom the
scheme. It isindeed confusing tofind Sonia
Gandhiaccusethisgovernment of notissu-
ingjobcards, when fake job cards prolifer-
ated under her party’srule. Itis pity that she
accuses this government of delayed pay-
ment, when only 34% of payment was done
ontime during her regime.

In the Comptroller and Auditor General
of India report (2007-12), it was mentioned
that only 30% work under MGNREGS had
been completed. Today, all the work is geo-
tagged and target-drivenapproachtowards
MGNREGS has been given primacy. Inthe
words oflate Arun Jaitley: “Wage through
MGNREGS will be through works that are
moreproductive, assetcreatingand linked

toagriculture and agri-related activities”.

By converging various aspects, almost
60% of the work helps in natural resource
management. Another majorreform by this
government is the addition of individual
beneficiary work; today, 67% of all work
amunts to individual beneficiaries. Apart
from creating sustainable livelihoods, it is
this reform that will aid our fight against
Covidasthis work canbe done while main-
taining social distancing. Today, whenares-
olute Modi 2.0 government is fighting the
virusandits variousoutcomes, the ¥1,01,500
crore allocated for MGNREGS will help
India navigate this temporary crisis.

The only reason why this governmentis
using MGNREGS in its fight against Cov-
id-19 is not because this government
believes in the scheme's politicallegacy that
the Congress claims to own, butbecause we
believe in the work done in reformingit and
making it thereliable and powerful tool that
itistoday.

Gajendra Singh Shekhawat is a Union
Cabinet minister
The views expressed are personal
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VMionsoon
no longer
shy, arrives
with a bang

DEBEAJMITRA

Calcuitta: The monsoon set
foot in Calcutta on Fridayw,
bringing formidable rain
along with it, unlike the meek
entries over the past few
vears.

The sirong mMonsoolr cu -
rents were atiributed to a low-
pressure area over the Bay of
Bengal. The Met office record-
ed around 3Smm of rair in Adi-
pore since Friday morning.

“The monsoon has set in
over most parts of Bengal, in-
cluding Calcutta. Conditions
are favourable for its advance-
ment into the remaining parts
over the next 24 hours,” said
Sanjib Bandyvopadhvay, depi-
ty director general, India IVe-
teorological Departmerit, Cal-
cutta.,

Between 5.30pm on Thurs-
day and 5.30pm on Fridavy,
Mew IMarket received arouwnid
s0mm ofrain, Cossipore3smin
and Joka 30min, according to
pumping stations of the civic
body.

For the past few yvears, the
monsooll's arrvival in Caleutta
had been timid.

IMet officials said a low-pres-
sure area over the Bay was be-
hind the widespread rain. “The
1monsooll winds are strong be-
cause of a low-pressure area
over the Odisha and Andhra
coast. The system is expected to
triggerlight to moderaterainin
Gangetic Bengal, includinig Cal -
cutta, over the next 48 hours,”™
said a Ivlet official.

The  monsool entered
south Bengal anndnorth Benigal
the same day. The usual onset
date for north Bengal is June s
and south Bengal JJune 8.

The maximumnm tempera-
ture on Friday was 31.2 de-
grees, three notches below 1or--
mal. “Saturday’s maximuim
will be arovmd 30 degrees. Once
the low-pressumre area dissi-
pates, the temperatmre will
rise,” said a Met official.
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Choked pits test monsoon-readiness

= o

Anuprooted treeleans on wires in Minto Park on Friday.
Picture by Bishwarp Dutta

SUBHAJOY ROY

Calcutta: The monsoon’s first
rain on Friday led to waterlog-
ging along the kerbs on sever-
alroads, triggering questions
whether the accumulated de-
brisinside therainwater catch
pits have been cleaned for a
seamless flow.

Waterlogging was wit-
nessed on stretches of Park
Street, MG Road, Central Av-
enue, Sarat Bose Road and
Raja Basanta Roy Road,
among others.

Along P Majumdar Roadin
Kasba, residents of an apart-
ment block found water flow-
ing back through the drainage
line and flooding the drive-
way. “We cleaned the
drainage line in our com-
pound after Amphan. So, it
cannot be that the line is
choked. It seems there issome

sort of block in the pit in the
lane outside the apartment
block, with which the internal
drainage line is connected,”
said a resident.

The weather office said the
rain was spread out across the
city. Caleuttans residing in
various parts of the city said
the rain was not very intense
for along duration but it came
in spells. Between 5.30pm on
Thursday and 5.30pm on Fri-
day, New Market received
around 50mm of rain, Cossi-
pore got 35mm and Joka
30mm, according to pumping
stations of the civie body.

Tarak Singh, a member of
the Caleutta Municipal Corpo-
ration’s board of administra-
tors, who is in charge of
drainage, admitted that clean-
ing of the catch pits could not
be donelike in other years be-
cause of the lockdown and the

consequent staff shortage.

“Wehave fallen behind by
two to three months because
of the lockdown. Our person-
nel are now working day and
night but the volume of work
ishuge andit is taking time,”
said Singh.

He added the civie person
nel first desilted the manholes
and catchpits/gully pitsinthe
waterlogging-prone  areas.
Next, they are focussing on
places from where complaints
of waterlogging are coming.

Another Kasba resident
said he had seen bubbles form-
ing on the manhole lid on a
stretch of BB Chatterjee Road.
An engineer explained that
this could happen if there was
ablock in the drainage line.

Residents of parts of south
Caleutta said they had not
seen any civic worker clean
the catch pits or manholes in

the last two or three months.
Engineers of the Caleutta Mu-
nicipal Corporation said re-
moving the sludge that accu-
mulated in the sump of catch
pits and manholes was one of
the most important tasks of
the civie body before the mon-
50011

An architeet acquainted
with the design of Calcutta’s
underground drainage net-
work said the branches
dumped by the kerbside after
trees were uprooted by Cy-
clone Amphan had also con-
tributed to accumulation of
sludge in cateh pits. “The fo-
liage of the trees blocked the
catch pits in several places. In
some places, some of the fo-
liage even slipped through the
lid of catch pits and went in-
side the sump, blocking a part
ofit,” he said.

The catch pits — bigger

ones are called gully pits —
have lids that can be seen
along the kerbs of a road.
Under thelid, thereis a sump
or a container that is connect-
ed to a chanmel linking the
sump with the main drainage
lineunder that road.

The rain water from the
sump flows into the main
drainage line through this
channel. The mouth of the
channel is located on the
upper half of the sump. Thisis
done so that dust and debris
flowinginto thesump from the
road settles down and only the
water flows through the chan-
nel.

“If foliage settles in the
sump, it could partially block
the mouth of the channel.
This, in turn, will hamper the
flow and the water from the
road above will not be drained
out fast,” said the architect.
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Mumbai gets early
flood warning system

TH RAGHUNATHA B MUMEAI

Inmnwnimced as they have been by recurting
inundations over the years across their city, then
monsoon has begun on an optimistic note for
Mumbaikars. For, the Ministry of Earth Sciences
{MaES), in coordination with the Brihanmumbad
Municipal Corporation (BMC), on Friday put in
place a State-of-the-art Flood Warning System,
which can predict flood inundation three days in
advance.

Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray and Union Earth Seiences Minister Dr.
Harsh Vardhan jointly launched an Integrated
Flood Warning System for Mumbai.

Named iFLOWS- Mumbai, the Integrated
Flood Warning System will help make the
metropolis become more resilient, by way of early
warnings for looding especially during high rain-
fall events and cyclones.

Using this, it will be pussil:-le to have an esti-
mate of the flood inundation 3 days in advance,
along with three to six hours immediate weath-
er upadates.

It will be very useful, especially if people need
to be evacuated from low-lying areas as we will
be able to forecast 12 hours in advance that a par-
ticular spot may get llooded. The system will also
forecast the rainfall in each pocket.

Developed by the MoES using its in-house
expertise, in close collaboration with the BMC, the
system uses rain gauge data and local data such
as data on land use, land topography, drainage sys-
tems, water bodies in the city, tide levels,
infrastructure and population in the
metropolis.

Using these as inputs, the prediction system
models weather, rainfall, runoll and water move-
ment, tide and storm surge impacts based on
which early flood warnings for the city will be
provided.
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Cauvery water
released for
Kuruvai crop

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B CHENNA|

ThE short-term Kuruvai cul-
tivation spread across the
five districts of Thanjavur,
Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam,
Tirucirapalli, Cuddalore and
Magapattinam commenced on
Friday as the Cauvery water
gushed out of the Mettur Dam
o irrigate the vast stretch of
paddy Helds.

The importance of the
event could be understood
from the fact that Chief
Minister Edappadi
Palaniswamy travelled to Salem
from Chennai despite the
emergency conditions prevail-
ing in the state due to corona
virus pandemic to open the
sluice gates of the Dam for
releasing the water.

Palaniswamy scored a
political advantage over his
rivals by opening the gates of
the shutters on June 12, the tra-
ditional date on which Cauvery
water is released from Mettur
Dam for Kuruvai cultivation.
This is the first time in the last
nine years Cauvery water is
released from Mettur Dam on
June 12,
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Bhagirathierosion poses threat tonearbyrail tracks

STATESMAN NEWSSERVICE
BURDWAN 12 JUNE

Continued erosion of the
Bhagirathi riverbank has
posed a severe threat to a
number of habitats in Kalna
and Katwa sub-divisions and
the river has reached 20
metres close to the Bandel-
Katwa Railway track.
| As the affected areas fall
within his Assembly seg-
ment, the state animal
resources minister Swapan
Debnath urgently notitied
the state irrigation minister
during a video conference
today. Later, Debnath told
reporters at Burdwan (East)
Zilla Parishad: “It’s just a
matter of time that the Ban-
del-Katwa Railway track will
be grasped by the Bhagirathi
river asthe continued erosion
has caused the river comevery
close to the tracks.

He added: “Yesterday, I
was accompanied by the
engineers, inspected the vil-
lages beside theriverbank. As
per measurements by the
engineers, the river was bare-
Iy 20 metres away from the
tracks at Zaluidanga village.”
He said: “I described the sit-
uation to theirrigation min-
ister pleading that the erosion
may increase further during
the monsoon.”

But, theirrigation minis-

stated: “Told me that the irri-

gation authority was failing
to initiate preventive works
thereastheland inthat area
is owned by the Railway
authority.”

Villages like Zaluidanga,
Kalinagar have been facing
the threat of extinction and
according to the residents
of Kalinagar, like Khudu
Sheikh, Habib Sheikh: “Pow-
erful tides in the Bhagirathi
during Amphan super-
cyclone accelerated ero-
sion ofthe en river
The officials though had

inspected the areas after
the cyclone but no action to
help recovery of the river-
bank health was initiated as
yet."

Threevyears ago, the irri-
gation department and the
zilla parishad together had
planted caged boulder stone
blocks to create an artificial
wall along theriverbank but
Amphan destabilised that
wall this year.

House of one Suraj Sheikh
is located barely 200 metres
away from the river now. He

said: “My house was nearly
half a kilometer away from
theriverbank five years ago.”

At today’s video confer-
ence, the irrigation minister
took note of pre-monsoon sit-
uation of villages beside the
riverbanks of Bhagirathi,
Damodar, Ajoy, Khori and
Dwarakeswar. The Animal
Resource Ministersaid: “We
apprehend some villageslike
Kalinagar, Zaluidanga may
disappear from the map if
action is not taken immedi-
ately.”
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SHYAM KUMAR MADAVEDI

Nizamabad

‘Wildlife photographer Kyatam Santhosh
Kumar, an avid nature lover, who dis-
missed the notion that blackbucks were
found only in Andhra Pradesh and not in
Telangana with photographic evidence,
has won the hearts of many including I'T
and Industries Minister K T Rama Rao
and Rajya Sabha member ] Santosh
Kumar, with his excellent photographs.

Santhosh Kumar, who is chairman of
Navyabharathi Global School, has been
visiting forests for the past 10 years, ob-
serving birds and animals and he began
capturing them in frames in the past two
vears. His photographs of migratory birds
and animals, some rare, have been com-
piled into an album. The migratory birds
and animals he has photographed include
blackbucks on the banks of river Godavari
in Nandipet mandal of Nizamabad dis-
trict, and migratory birds like flamingos,
pelicans, Oriental Practical and Indian
cursors, among others, some of them rare.

Though he is busy running the educa-
tional institution, he makes it a point to
walk around the forest areas with permis-
sion from forest officials.

Though he came across several rare
birds and animals during such trips, he
could not capture them on camera since
he neither had the equipment nor was he
adept at taking picture. Santosh Kumar
subsequently decided to capture such
moments and learnt photography from a
professional and purchased cameras and
other photographic equipment two years
ago. There hasbeen no looking back since
then.

“I have taken several snaps of many
wonderful birds and animals in the past
two years, and have compiled them into
an album of 150 rare Indian birds that in-
habit Nizamabad district and Telangana
area,” he said. Stating that there was a
general misconception that blackbucks

are found only in Andhra and Gujarat
areas, he said he had spotted hundreds of
blackbucks on the banks of river Godavari
in Nandipet mandal.

Appreciating Santosh’s efforts, MP San-
tosh Kumar tweeted: “I congratulate San-
tosh for his wonderful photography.”
while Rama Rao retweeted a tweet by the
Haritha Haram handle that read: “A
wildlife photographer Santosh captured
these beautiful pix from Nizamabad,
Nandipet forest area.”

Santhosh Kumar, chairman of Navyabharathi Global School
and an avid wildlife photographer, has captured pictures of
rare and migratory birds and blackbucks on the banks of
river Godavari in Nandipet mandal of Nizamabad district.
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RISKY MONSOON

Beware, floods round the corner

Monsoonpreparedness thisyear has taken a massivehit due to delayed de-silting of drains. As thisamplifies the threat of floods,
bigger questions linked to faulty drain design, poor coordination and holistic, time- bound maintenance lingerunanswered

RASHEED KAPPAN

neessant, predictable and emmrely
avidable with smartinrerventons,
the threat of urban floods is here
again Eleventh hour drain de-silt-
ing abwaysadesperatelastmeasure,
hadleft parts of the city flooded and parts
onthe edgeforyears Burthistime under
the lockid own shadows it could getworse.
Indeed, the desperation of the
half-measure is obvions Arccumulared
ontheroadsides, the siltdeared from the
drains areleftright there On arainy day,
whichis now every other day, the silt is
washedback intothe drains, Now, will the
agency concerned blam e C ovid- 19 for the
disaster-irrwaiting?

Covid-19 diversion

The pandemic did play havoe with the
Eruhath Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
(BEMP)s monsoon preparedness. Di-
verting staff to Covid relief work meant
de-sling and preparatory inter-agency
conrdination wold take the hacksear.
Wark on this front, scheduled everyyear

tobegininbarch, comm enced mlybr the
end of May
Toarrest the storm water averflowving
inrothe road sand lowelyingareas re gular
drain-desiltingis critical, ‘Regular'im plies
mnsaorfor sed operations will be
inadequate. This appliestoall primary, ter-
taryand shoulder draing Sois deweeding
of the maintrunk drains, the R gjakalnes

Draindesign flaws

But whatabout the serious drain design
flaws?Whatab outroad works that ignore
eventthe fundam entals of how storm wa-
ter should lowsmoothly intothe shoulder
drains?

Outside thedityr's core, eveninareas that
have never heenbrackete d as Towlring”
flooding hasnow emerged as athreatdue
tothis easily resolvable de signflawe Forin
stanee, roads thar are asphalte dlayerupon
layer without milling completely ignere
the streers linkowithits should er drains.

Partitions that allow storm water to
flowinra the shoulder drans are totallr
convered. This forees the water to rush
it lowelying houses on the road sides,

trigzening flash flonds and miserw The
muoddy, sewage-tainted water often gets
imrg underground sumps, contaminating
the enmre drinkingwater reserves.

Closedopenings
The operings are required arleast every
100 metres to ensure smooth flow, notes
Thippe swamy aformer Engine er-in-Chief
with the Bangalore WaterSupplrand Seve
erage Board (BWSSE) “Downstream
households are bound to suffer during
heaw rains, when the passages remain
blocked. This is wiyr ewen a l0mimite
downpour wiggers looding"he notes.
COnroads with adequare width, design
experts have suggeste d greenpathsalong-
side the rnads butar alower lewel. Sromm
water would then first enter this green
area through kerb cuts and then perco
late down to the drains This way, storm
water would recharge the ground while
preventingfloods.

Conservingstormwater
To drive better designandroad engineer
ing, Thippeswamy says, the azencies con-

cerned shonld firstunderseand the value
of CcOnserving storm weater 4s 4 precious
resource. “That mandares much berter
coordination berween the BEMP and
BWSSE>?

Berord design, real-ime datais critical
toad dress the flooding threat. The tech:
nology is there, Mobile Apps have been
created to crowd -source the data from
streets and neighborhoods. But all these
wionld inevitably be poinflessif the imple-
merting agencies donot adopt a holistic,
tim e-bound approach

Maasiyaliocation

Considerthig Citing dara available in the
public doman, the Janaagraha Cemre
for Citizenship and Dem ocrary (JCCD)
informs that the Palike had raised 2,982
tendersfor appradmately Bs1,600cnare
in the financial year 301220, Of this,
storm water drains constituted ameasly
Bs 356 crore

De-silting of drains was dlotted enly Bs
15 rare “Giventhe exterrandmagritnde
of flooding taldng place in the dtr, thisis
an area that needs fom sed action’” notes
a spole spersanfrom the Centre.

Here's what the JCCD roadmap sug-
gests to get a holistic hold over the re
curning issue: Pricritise the allocation of
limited funds the BEMP has for critical
infrastru clore mAntenance and inprove
TMLeTT,exe cuted ime-bonnd programwith
intense project managem ent efforts
desiltand dear drains, and imp ortarely,
transportthe siltand debrisinreasonable

| time.

Involving ward panais

Active dizenparticpationis citical Bot
to be transformational, this calls for a
well-coondinated approach that s ctivares
the ward committee s and other resdent
welfare assodarions. This should gzohand-
in-hand withinf ormation sharing “Com-
muricate with citizens every quarter on
the status of the dviewarks.”

The ward committees areunderutilised.
They could be engaged to monitor the
de-siling, and even disastermanagement,
contends Tara Knistmaswamy from Citi-
zensfor Benzalurn (CfB). “They justdarft
understand the rolecf ward panels There
is no imaginatior. The huge potential of
these committeesiswasted " she says.

Delayed de-silting operations are um
dervay in mary parts of the drr, butther

| arenotsowidespread inthe Cerrral Busi-

niess District(CB L) areas, Tarapoints out,

Y “One spell of rainis enough tolet fvers

flowontheroads. Thatshows theam ount
of silt accumulated.”

KSNDMCApPS
As the mons oon intensifies, the flooding
riskisbound to spike. The only hope now
appears to bequick, coordinated intervery
tian Criticaltothis stratesris tm ely ware
ing of bothrainandfloods. Fartunately for
thie Palike, the Karnatska State Matural
DisasterManagemert Certre (KSMDMC)
has readied its rain-dert App, the *Berr
galuru Meghasandesha'this yean

This could be a game-changer if the
predictions are quickand reliable. Toalert
the concerned EBMP engineers of flood-
ing, KSNDMC has alsoinstalled 28storm
water drain sensors in sulnerable areas
arrossthe dty “The sensorswill track the
warerlevel inside the drain every minute.
COneeit crosses 75% of the capacity, the
engineers are dlerted " explains the Centre
direcrar G 8 Srinivas Reddy

The success of a tech-driven approach
will depend onthe extent of rainfall this
monsoon. But without a vastly improved
inter-agency coordination, active partic-
parion of citizen stalehold evs and accel-
eration of the de-silting 2nd de-weeding
operaticns, the threat of floods going cut
of cortrolappear disturbingly real.
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Storm water collection well beingdug at

‘Adkogzeddrain along TS Road, Wi
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Aglimpseof the Rajalaiuve in Asewage-filled drainonSeshadriporam
Thanisaidra 1st Main Road .
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