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Pangong 1so, the gift that keeps on giving

ADAKH reveals its inner secrets

only a bit at a time. This realisa-

tion dawned upon me 40 years

back as one came upon wonder

after another during drives on
rutted and uneven mud tracks radiatingin
two broad directions out of Leh.

The magnificent Pangong Tso was then
and remains even now a great attraction.
A tour of Ladakh would be regarded as
incomplete unless one visits this spectac-
ular near 150-km-long but relatively nar-
row water body at a height of 14,000 feet.
The last bend in a gorge on the road from
Tangtse reveals this spectacle in one
quick moment at Lukung — a brackish
water endorheic lake wedged up by the
clashing of the Northern India and South-
ern Tibet plates, in the vicinity of the
Indus Suture Zone.

As the initial exhilaration subsides and
the eye surveys the lake from the proxi-
mate into the distance, one is treated to a
gentle evolution in colours of its waters,
from thelight blue to aquamarine to azure
to sapphire to Egyptian blue. Chalky
encrustations on drift wood dotting the
shore line provide amazing contrasts fo
the multi-hued waters. And the lucid and

placid waters permit clear views of deep
sea sediments, stones and pebbles on the
bed ofthe lake, until it freezes over in win-
ter and remains so for many months.

Adventurous enes have driven vehicles
onto the icy crust in the past and success-
fully traversed small distances. The less
circumspect ones attempting similar
enterprises in early winter soon found
themselves let down by a cracked ice crust
and bogged down in a mushy mixture of
ice and sand. These days, boats carry
those wanting to have a waterside view of
the barren sand-coloured ranges bound-
ing the lake, but only a couple of kilome-
tres from Lukung.

In the past, those driven by the lure of
lucrewould rather ascend a knoll knownas
Garnet Hill, at the near end of Pangong
Tso, to fill sacks full of igneous rocks
embedded with crude gamets. This mound
continued to be ravaged over the years by
covetous visitors even after it had become
known that none who carried back the glit-
tering burden were able to recover any-
thing of value, despite the enlistment of
very experienced jewellery craftsmen.

Spangmik, Man, Merek and Kakstet vik
lages on the southern bank of the lake

::_l e

e ——
Pangong Tso remains a great attraction. 1STock

have vantage views through the year; at
least two of them have become favoured
spots for tourists who find comfort in rudi-
mentary accommodations. Inured to the
natural pageant before them that attracts
so many, village residents remain pre-
occupied in contending with the realities
of a frugal existence, with minimal grain
production and some livestock rearing.
The munificence of nature stops on the
shores of the lake and life is particularly
tough in winter for the hardy denizens of
these remote hamlets. The crunch comes
as movement gets severely impaired in

winter and the hard to cut and scanty
Jjuniper bush (there being no other vegeta-
tion) becomes the only source of fuel.

Years ago, children wrapped in layers of
lrad.monalwnﬂerwearusedmpress their
sun-burnt tt

hicles of i it | by to beg for
matchsticks — Muu.cms jule”, which
stands for “matches please, thank you”.
Such encounters jarred one into instant

realisation of the extreme deprivation
faced by people living in these stark,
frozen and barren highlands and quickly
quelled the rapturous swoon that followed
avisit to the Tso. Hopefully, the people in
these parts are better provided for now:
Not too far away lie marshes that play
host to the rare black-necked Tibetan
crane, a bird seen in the Indian highlands
in Ladakh, Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh. The advent of summer witness-
es a couple of pairs of these tall and hand-
some birds descending from the Tibetan
plateau into this habitat for breeding, The
prevalent quiescence is only very occa-
sionally broken by loud trumpet-like calls
by this usually shy bird, but only when
there are neither humansnordogs belong-
ing to herders around. Sensitive bird

watchers have laboured hard to capture
this hird in various stages of development;
yeoman service considering that this
crane remains vulnerable and is recog-
nised internationally as a threatened
species. Mercifully, this erane is not on the
‘bucket list’ of tourists and thus will like-
ly survive in its highland habitat.

Another denizen of the higher reaches in
Ladakh, not as uncommon and reclusive
as the black-necked Tibetan crane, is the
unshyMarmot. Seenin considerable num-
bers on the descent from Chang La (en
route to Pangong Tso) during the sum-
mers, Marmots are herbivorous large
ground squirrels. With earthen-hued
brown coats, stout bodies, short but robust
legs and large claws, they disappear into
burrows often within rock piles, whenever
approached, only to emerge at some dis-
tance to defeat the possibility of being
trapped for their furry pelts.

These cameos are but a brief introdue-
tion to the bounteous natural wealth of
Ladakh. With the depredations of insensi-
tive tourists mercifully limited to a few
areas, it remains for conservationists and
nature lovers to preserve and protect the
rest of this rich domain.
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hindustantimes

Rain brmgs down Delhi temperature; monsoon on time: IMD

HTCorrespondent .

= lefters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: After four days of
uncomfortable heat—a mix of
high temperature and humid-
ity—Delhireceivedlightrainin
some partsonFriday and Satur-
day.

India Meteorological Depart-
ment scientists are hoping the
monseon will arrive on its nor-
maldate around June 27 in Delhi

asithasalready reached parts of
Biharin the eastand is likely to
reach Gujarat in the westin a
day.

“Itrained indifferent parts of
thecity, including Lodhi Road on
Saturday. On Friday, there was
lightrainfallinnorth Delhi. This
ishappeningbecause of a combi-
nation of factors. There is a
cyclonic circulation over Delhi
and Haryana and a trough, ora
line of low pressure, stretching

from Punjab to Odisha. There
aremoisteasterly winds. We can
expect some lightrainfall in the
next couple of days also,” Kul-
deepShrivastava, head, regional
weatherforecastingcentre, said.
“Monsoon is likely to arrive in
Delhiaround June 27 after cross-
ingeastandwest UP, headded.

The monsoon has advanced
into Madhya Maharashtra, most
parts of Marathwadaand Vidar-
bha, partsof Chhattisgarh, all of

Odisha and West Bengal and
most parts of Jharkhand and
Biharaccording toIMD's Satur-
day bulletin. Conditions are
becomingfavourablefor the fur-
ther advance of the monsoon
into all of central Arabian Sea,
some parts of North Arabian
Sea, the remaining parts of
Maharashtraincluding Mumbai
some more parts of Chhattis-
garh, Jharkhand and Bihar and
even some parts of south Gujarat

by Sunday.

“The monsoon has strength-
ened because ofthe low-pressure
system which developed over the
Bay of Bengal. By next week, it
will enter Gujarat, covering
many parts of central India. This
system hashelped the monsoon
moveatitspace. It'stooearly for
us to tell if it will arrive over
Delhi on its normal date, June
27," K S8athiDevi, head, national
weatherforecastingcentre, said.
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MonsoonreachesMaha, coversall of
Odisha;light rainin partsof north India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MEW DELHI, 13 JUNE

The southwest monsoon
reached Maharashtra and
covered all of Odisha on
Saturday, while light rains
occurred in parts of north
India, bringing the mercu-
ry down as the weather-
man predicted that heatwave
is unlikely in the region till
June 15. In the national cap-
ital, cloudy skies and light
rainsmade way fora pleas-
ant weather. Cool, high-
velocity winds also swept
across the city.

The Safdarjung Obser-
vatory, which provide rep-
resentative figures for the
city, recorded a maximum
of 39.4 degrees Celsius,
which is normal for this
time of the year.

There is a possibility of
light rains along with winds
gusting up to 40 kilome-
ters per hourin the city on
Sunday.

The maximum and min-
imum temperatures are
expectedto settle at 39 and
30 degrees Celsius, the
weather department said.

Theregionis not likely to
witness a heat wave till June
15, said Kuld eep Srivastava,
the head of the regional
forecasting centre of the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment.

In Rajasthan, the mercury

dropped by one to two
degrees Celsius in many
cities.

Churu was the hottest
place in the state with a
maximum temperature of
43.1 degree Celsius, fol-
lowed by 43 degrees Celsius
in Jaisalmer, 42 4 degreesCel-
sius in Bikaner, 41 .8 degrees
Celsius in Kota and 40.3
degrees Celsius in Srigan-
ganagar.

Minimum temperature at
most of the places was
recorded between 25.1 and
324 degrees Celsius, the
MeT departmentsaid. Rain
or thundershowers are like-
ly to occur in parts of the
state over the next 24 hours,
it said. The neighbouring
Haryana and Punjab, the
maximum temperature hov-
ered close to normal limits,
with their commeon capital
Chandigarh receiving a sharp
spell ofrain in the afternoon.

Chandigarh recorded a
maximum of 37.8 degrees
Celsius, down one notch
against normal limits,
according to the Met depart-
ment.

In Haryana, Hisar was
the hottest place with a high
of 41 degrees Celsius. Ambala
recorded a maximum of
38 2 degrees Celsius, Karnal
38.2 degrees Celsius and
Narnaul 38 degrees Celsius.

Amritsar in Punjab
recorded a maximum of

39.6 degrees Celsius, Patiala
38 degrees Celisus and Lud-
hiana 37.9 degrees.Mon-
soon has arrived in most
parts of Maharashtra with
many places, includin
Mumbai, receiving rainf
on Saturday, an IMD official
said.

The Colaba weather sta-
tion in Mumbai received
1.5 mm rainfall between
8:30 am and 5:30 pm on
Saturday, while the San-
tacruz bureaureported 2.1
mmrainfall during the same
period. The Chikalthana
weather bureau in
Aurangabad reported 29
mm rainfall during this ime
span.

Monsoon is expected to
cover the rest of Maha-
rashtra in the next 24 hours,
the official said.

The Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre in Mumbai
issued a warning at 5:30
pm, predicting occurrence
of “thunderstorm accom-
panied with lightning,
intense spells of rain and
gusty winds reaching 30-
40kmph" atisolated places
in the districts of Mumbai,
Palghar, Hingoli, Parbhani
and Jalna in the next few
hours.

The movement of the
monsoon was facilitated to
a great extent by a low pres-
sure area formed over east-
central Bay of Bengal, hesaid.
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Monsoon magic casts a spell

Weather turns pleasant as city temperature nosedives from 43°C on May 29 to 28.4°C on Friday

CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Two Fridays ago, on May 29,
Hyderabad recorded the
highest temperature of the
season at 43.0 degree Cel-
sius, which was four degree
Celsius above normal. But
this Friday, on June 12, the
8.30 am reading by the Re-
gional Meteorological Cen-
tre (RMC) was 28.4 degree
Celsius, seven degrees
below normal, and a sharp
fall of over 14 degrees in two
weeks.

Such has been the impact
of the pre-monsoon showers
and the arrival of the mon-
soon itself, with the night
temperature, which was 30.7
degree Celsius on May 29,
falling to 22.5 degree Celsius
by Friday. Across the State
as well, there has been a
marked fall in temperature
by four to five degrees in
most districts. By Friday
evening though, the maxi-
mum temperature in Hyder-
abad slowly crept up to 30.8
degree Celsius.

On the monsoon side, ac-
cording to the Telangana
State Planning Development
Society (TSPDS), though
the State’s average rainfall
on Thursday was 15.2 mm,
against a normal of 6.4 mm,
on Friday, it was 2 mm
against a normal of 6.6 mm.
However, State rainfall from
June 1 to 13, was still higher
than normal at 86.8 mm

[l el

As per the TSPDS weather inference for next three days, the rainfall activity over the State will be reduced. — Photo: Surya Sridhar

against the normal of 41.8
mm, a deviation of 108 per-

cent.

While the highest rainfall
in 24 hours when measure-
ments were taken on Friday
morning was the 208.7 mm
received in Siddipet Urban
mandal, on Saturday morn-
ing, the highest rainfall
recorded was the 54.5 mm in
Khagaznagar mandal of Ku-
maram Bheem district, with
the Regional Meteorological
Centre stating that the
southwest monsoon had be-
come weak over Telangana.

As per TSPDS weather
stations, in the last 24 hours
in GHMC limits, the highest

;L‘a‘_

rainfall of 211 mm was
recorded at Balapur while
the highest maximum tem-
perature of 33.1 degree Cel-
sius  was recorded at
Narayanguda, with the low-
est minimum temperature
being at Madhapur.

The TSPDS weather in-
ference for the next three
days says that with the
Southwest Monsoon further
advancing into central parts
of India, the rainfall activity
over the State will be re-
duced. Light to moderate
rain or thundershowers
could be expected at a few
places for the next three
days, it said.
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Country has received nearly 34% excess rainfall so far

KALYAN RAY
MEW DELHI, DHNS

orthenexttendays, cen-
Ftral Indiaissettoreceive
copious rainfall, thanks to
the southrwest monsoon that
brought plenty of rain: s ofan
Thiswill happenbe cause of
theformation of m orLsoonlow,
which results in heavy rains
overthe Bay of Bengal,
The coumitry as a whole re-

ceived neardy 24% excess ran-
fall sofar while certral India
has been showered with 25%
addidonal rain s ofar.
“Monsoon is progressing
well after a small delgy due to
oy clone Misarga. Cyclone Am-
phan didrft have alarge scale
imparct on the monsoon. It
looks like themonsoonis going
well. M oworries "M Rajeewary,
Secretary, Ministry of Earth
Scencestold DAH.

Crolone Amphan created a
temporary lull inthe m onsoon
omset.

“Meanwhile Cyclone Mis-
arga pulled the monsoon up
along the westcoast, wiichre-
sultedina slightly eady onset
over soutwest India Thewest
coastoyclone was dsof ollowved
by alull infurtherprogres siom
Burm onsoonhas dowly picked
upatterthat withadepression
moving into the land from the

Bay7 said Bogy MathewKill.a
semior sciermdst ar the Indian
Institute of Tropical M etecral-
ogy,Pune.

Peninsular India zot 28%
mare rainfall while north-
west India received 42% ex-
cess rainfall even though that
iz due to a different weather
phenom enon known as West
ern Disturbances. Becanse of
the monsoonlow, widespread
rairfall achvity with isolated

heavy to very heawy fals is
likely along the west coast of
Odisha and northeast mdiain
the next five days “For now,
most of the rainfall activities
wiold beresricted tothe ease
ermy parts of certral India. No
breakis expected for the next
10 days” Rajeevan said. Fair
Ir widespread to widespread
rainfall withisolated heawy to
wvery heavy falls is wery likely
over central and adjcining east

India duringnext 2-4 days.
Scartered rainfall activity is
wery likely over south perinsie
lar ndiain next 4-5 days and
isolated toscartered rainfall.
For northwest India, isolated
thunderstorm s and lightming
iz likely ower plain: of northe
west India inthe next 2 days.
Them onsoontroughnownins
from norttraest Rajasthan to
north interior Odisha, across
north MP and Chhattsgarh.
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Amid first showers of monsoon, farmers gear up for Kharif season in Karimnagar

» Some farmers have already started the
agricultural operations following the
suggestions given by the agricultural
officials of respective districts as perthe
new Agriculture Policy introduced the
government

P After conducting soil tests, the officials of
Agriculture Department are suggesting the
farmers which crops of high demand will
best suit their respective fields a so that
they can get maximum benefits

THIRUNAGIRT VENKATESWARA SWAMY

: After bumper crop yield in Rabi
season, farmers are gearing up for Kharif seaon
in earstwhile Karimnagar district.

‘With the Godavari water reaching the Mid
Manair Dam, Lower Manair Dam along with
SRSP flood canal including Yellampally reser-
voir, even if there is mild rainfall in this rainy
season, the farmers are expected to get good

yleld from the cropsinthis Kharif season.

culture Poliy introduced by Chief Minister K

ffourdistricts Kari Ped-

dapaﬂ\. Rajanna Siricilla and Jagtial already

started the agncult\n'al operations fol.lowm g the
the concern

ficials of respective districts as per the new Agn-

Rao in the State

Aﬁer conducting soil tests, the officials of Agri-
culture Department are suggesting the farmers
which crops of high demand in the market will
best suit in theirrespective fields a so that they

can benefits. T! also
sanctioned the amount under Rythu Bandhu
along with supplying seeds and fertilizers on the
subsidy depending on the estimation which was
submitted by the agriculture officials of the re-
spective four districts of erstwhile Karimnagar
district.

In Karimnagar district, the agricultural offi-
cials esti that the farmers pected to
cultivate various kinds of crops in about 3,34,110
acres of land which is 6,000 acres of land more
compared to Rabi season. Out of which farmers
decided to cultivate paddy in about 2,09,250
acres of land, cotton in about 77,000 acres of
land, corns in about 30,000 acres of land and
pulses in about 3,500 acres ofland, chilli in about
1,125 acres of land and turmeric in about 635
acres of land along with others.

‘While in Jagitial district, the officials esti-
mated that the farmers pected to cultivate

and turmericin about 34,000 acres of land along
with others.

In Peddapalli district, the officials estimated
that the farmers are expected to cultivate various
kinds of craps in about 1,49,989 acres of land.
Out ofwhich paddy is estimated in about 78,000
acres of landand cotton in about 31,000 acres of
land along with others.

Whereas in Rajanna Siricilladistrict, the agri-
culture officials estimated that the farmers are
expected to cultivate various kinds of crops in
about 96,000 acres of land. Out of which paddy
isestimated in about 55000 acres of land, cotton
inabout 34,000 acres of land, corns in about 858
acres of land, pulses in about 2,115 acres of land
and Soyabeen in about 402 acres of land along
with others.

‘One of the agriculture officer, on the condition
of anonymity, said that in this Kharif season, the

various kinds of crops in about 4,07,864 acres of
land. Out of which paddy is estimated in about
2,38,169 acres of land, cotton in about 29,000
acres of land, corns in about 53,349 acres of land

Navbharat Times 14-Jun-2020
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area under is going to be i

with plenty of resourcesavailable for the farming
sector, like free current, distribution of seeds
and fertilizers on subsidy along with sanctioning
of Rythu Bandhu and waiving off farm loans.
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