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Centre okays X290 cr
for Jal Jeevan Mission

TriIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE15
The Centre has approved
allocation of about Rs 280
crore for the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (JJM) in Haryana for the
financial year 2020-21, an
increase of about Rs 140
crore over and above the last
year's allocation. In effect,
with the obligatory match-
ing contributions by the
state under the JJM, a sum
of Hs 760 crore in 2020-21 will
be available for the imple-
mentation of the mission.

Besides, the state is eligible
for the additional allocation
based on physical and finan-
cial performance.

The allocation was approved
following the Haryana
Government's presentation
of its annual action plan
regarding the JJM for 2020-21
before the Department of San-
itation and Drinking Water
(DWS)on May 12.

The DWS is under the
Union Jal Shakti Ministry,
which implements the JIM
for potable water supply to
all rural households.

Monsoon may hit Pb, HP by June 25

VIBHA SHARMA

TRIBU NE NEWS SEEVICE

RELIEF ON WAY

¥ Normal arrival date in the region has
been revised up to June 27

H Hills and plains of Northwest to
remain dry for next 3-4 days

® Pre-monsoon rains expected to
pick pace from June 20

NEW DELHI, JUNE 15

Boosted by two low-pressure
systems, one over southeast
Arabian Sea that later turned
into ‘severe cyclone’ Nisarga
and another over the Bay of
Bengal, the Southwest Mon-
soon has arrived in Gujarat
and east Uttar Pradesh, the
IMD said today. With condi-
tions becoming favourahle for
its further advance into UP and
MP over the next 48 hours,
meteorologists are predicting
an early arrival of monsoon in

the Northwest, including Delhi, . e =
Punjaband HimachalPradesh. & BRI s E1d o+ o N
According to the IMD, A motoristrides through aflooded street during monsoon showers in Puri on Monday. pri

another low-pressure area is

likely to form over north Bay
of Bengal around June 19.
“The monsoon kept its
onset date with Kerala and
its arrival is almost 10 days

early in Gujarat. It can arrive
over Delhi by June 25-26.
Pre-monsoon rains will pick
pace from June 20" says
Mahesh Palawat of private

forecaster Skymet.
“The weather in the hills and

plains of the northwest India
will remain almost dry and hot
forat least the nexdt threeto four

days. The rains are expected to
reach Uttarakhand, HF, Delhi,
Punjab and parts of J&K by
June 25-26with an error margin
of three days,” says Palawat.



Canals running dry, Fazilka farmers claim crop loss

Technical snag at Ballanwala headworks | Problem to be resolved in Couple of days Oﬂ’ cial

PraruL CHANDER NagpaL
FAZILKA, JUNE 15

Resentment is brewing
among a large number of
farmers who own land at
the tail end of canals, partic-

|| ularly in the border areas of
4| Fazilka district, due to

shortage of canal water.
Notably, the non-perennial
eastern canal system provides
irrigation water to the Fazilka
subdivision. However, accord-
ing to farmers, the eastern
canal and its branches, includ-
ing the Bandiwala, Lakhewali
and Jandwala minor canals,
have not been carrying water
to their optimum capacity.
“We have been facing scarci-
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ty of canal water for the past
few days as a result of which
the standing cotton and pad-
dy crops have been affected.
The cotton crops need canal
water in hot weather when
mercury hovers around 45C,”
said  Hardeep  Dhaka,
sarpanch of border village
Khanpur, adding that the
brackish subsoll water was
not fit for irrigation purposes.

One of the reasons behind
scarcity of water is stated to
beits theft by farmers. “Some
affluent farmers, particularly
in the Jalalabad segment,
have been stealing water for
several years allegedly in
connivance with officials,
resulting in scarcity of water

in the tail-end villages,”
alleged farmer Raj Singh of
Kerian village.

Executive Engineer(Canals)
Jagtar Singh said teams had
been constituted to check the
water theft. Sources said the
worst affected villages were
Khanpur, Churiwala, Kerian,

Dhab, Kabulshah, Jandwala
and Rampura.

XEN Jagtar Singh said a
technical snag had devel-
oped at the Ballanwala head-
works near Ferozepur, which
had been fixed. He said the
water would be released in a

couple of days.

The farmers allege the eastern canal and its branches have not
been carrying water to their optimum capacity. TRIBUNE PHOTO
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Centre allocates 32,522 cr for
Rajasthan under Jal Mission

PH3 I NEW DELHI
Tht Union Jal Shakt

Ministry has allocated Rs
2,522 ¢rore under the Jal Jeevan
Mission scheme for Rajasthan
in view the drought and water
scarcity problems and ground
water pollution in the state,
which is almost two-and-a-half
times the amount given in the
last fiscal.

“While Rs 1,051 erore was
given to Rajasthan in the last
financtal year, Rs 2,522 crore
has been allocated under the Jal
Jeevan Mission this year, which
is almost two- and-a-half times
the allocation made in the last
fiscal,” a statement from the

Ministry said.

The Ministry said Rs 1,145
crore were also allocated 1o
provide dri.nlc.ing water to flu-
oride-affected habitations in
the desert state.

In the present situation, the
state will have more than Rs
3,500 crore as the central share,
including this year"s funds, it
said.

Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat in
a letter to Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot recently had drawn his
attention to the “slow pace” of
water life mission in the state.

The Minister said that
there will be no shurtagt of
funds for Rajasthan as the state

government has more than Rs
7000 erore available to provide
domestic tap waler connections
this year.

Pointing out that clean
drinldng water remains a chal-
lenge in Rajasthan, the Jal
Shakti Minister said drought-
prone areas remained a cause
of concern, apart from desert
and chemical pollutants in the
ground water in rural areas.

Shekhawat expressed his
commitment to speed up the
work of Jal Jeevan Mission in
Rajasthan and sought to bring
Gehlot"s attention to the fact
that only 1 lakh tap connee-
tions were released as against
18 lakh last year.
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India may be hotter by 4.4 degrees by end of century. Report

PNS B NEW DELHI

The average temperature over
India is projected to rise by 4.4
degrees Celsius and the intensity of
heat waves is likely to increase by 3-
4 times by the end of this century,
the Ministry of Earth Sciences'
(MoES) report on the "Assessment
of Climate Change over the Indian

jon”, has maintained. According
to the report, the sea level will rise
by 30 em during the period.

"By the end of the twenty-first
century, average temperature over
India is projected to rise by approx-
imately 44 degrees Celsius,’ the
report said. India's average temper-
ature has risen by around 0.7 degree
Celsius during 1901-2018, largely on
account of Green House Gases-
induced warming. The report has
been prepared by the Centre for

Climate Change Research, a cell
under MoES" Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology, Pune.

The report said that in the 30-
year period between 1986 and 2015,
temperatures of the warmest day
and the coldest night of the year
have risen by about 0.63 degrees
Celsius and 0.4 degree Celsius,
respectively. By the end of the cen-
tury, the temperatures of the
warmest day and the coldest night
are projected to rise by approxi-
mately 4.7 degrees Celsius and 5.5
degrees Celsius, respectively, aceord-
ing to the report.

The frequencies of occurrence
of warm days and warm nights are
projected 1o increase by 55 per cent
and 70 per cent, it says. "The fre-
quency of summer (April-June)
heat waves over India is projected to
be 310 4 times higher by the end of

the twenty-first century,” the report
states.

The average duration of heat
wave events is also projected to
approximately double. The com-
bined rise in surface lemperature
and humidity, amplification of heat
stress is expected across India, par-
ticularly over the Indo-Gangetic and
Indus river basins, the report notes.
Rapid changes in India’s climate will
put stress on ecosystems, agricul-
tural output and freshwater
resources, and also cause damage to
infrastructure, the report added.

Sea Surface Temperature (SST)
of the tropical Indian Ocean has
risen by a degree Celsius on averay
during 1951-2015, markedly higﬁf
er than the global average SST
warming of 0.7 degree Celsius, over
the same period, the report states.

Sea Surface Temperatures does

have an influence over the Indian
Ocean. The Indian Ocean Dipole is
linked to the SSTs of the Indian
Ocean. A positive 10D, linked 1o the

cooling/warming of the Indian
Ocean walers, grnru]]y helps to
have a good monsoo:

Sea-level in the I\onh Indian

Ocean (NIO) has risen at a rate of

1.06-1.75 millimetre per year dur-
ing 1874-2004 and has accelerated
1o 3.3 millimetre per year in the last

two and a half decades (1993
2017), which is comparable to the
current rate of global mean sea-level
rise. At the end of the twenty-first
century, steric sea level in the NIO
is projected to rise by a
mately 300 millimetres relative to
the average over 1986-2005.

SUMIMEr MONSOoN precip-
itation (June to September) over
India has also declined by around 6
per cent from 1951 1o 2015, with
notable decreases over the Indo-
Gangetic Plains and the Western
Ghats, it said. “India has witnessed
a rise in average temperature; a
decrease in monsoon precipitation;
a rise in extreme temperature and
rainfall events, droughts, and sea
levels; and an increase in the inten-
sity of severe cyclones, alongside
other changes in the monsoon
system.
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Didi prod for help to cyclone-hit

PRANESH SARKAR

Calcutta: Mamata Banerjee
has asked top government offi-
cials to initiate all required
measures to ensiwe that none
of the victims of Cyclone
Amphan is deprived of bene-
fits of various schemes annou-
nced by her to mitigate their
plight.

The Bengal chief minister
issued the dirvective after nea-
rly 2,000 complaints about
nonteceipt of the benefits had
reached the administration.

“The chief minister has
asked us to set up committees
headed by block development
officers at block levels to ensu-
re that none of the affected pe-
ople is denied the benefits of
government schemes. She has
expressed her displeasure aft-

er about 2,000 complaints were
lodged since the schemes were
launched,” said a senior gov-
ernment official.

Cyclone Amphan had slic-
ed through several distriets in
Bengal on May 20, razing thou-
sands of homes to the ground,
uprooting trees and knocking
down power and telecom net-
works.

The state government lau-
nched several schemesto exte-
nd financial support to the af-
fected people. A Rs 6,000 crore
scheme was announced to ex-
tend financial aid to the affect-
ed people who, according to
the goveriument, number abo-
ut sixcrore.

“Starting firom assistance
to rebuild houses, the govern-
ment tried to support all —
farmers, fishermen and poul-

try owners. But complaints
started coming in from some
placesin the past few days, al-
leging that actual beneficiar-
ies were being ignored,” said
another government official.
A section of the officials
said about 2,000 complaints
had been lodged with the ad-
ministration, particularly dis-
trict anthorities, since the
schemes had been anmounced.
Majority of the complaints

were that actual beneficiaries
were being denied the benefits
and people with political affili-
ations were getting the same
though the cyclone had spared
them. In Bengal, such compl-
aints have become very com-
monover the years.

Sources in the Trinamul
Congress said the chief minis-
ter had talken the complaints
seriously as unimpressive per-
formance by the party in the
last Lok Sabha polls had large-
ly been blamed on alleged de-
mand for cut money by a secti-
onoflocalleaders firom benefi-
ciaries of several welfare
schemes,

“At that time, there were
no complaints lodged by the
beneficiaries. But we faced the
wrath of common peoplein the
Lok Sabha polls and lost 18

seats to the BJP,” said a Trina-
mul minister.

A Trinamul insider said
the chiel minister wanted to
nip the problem in the bud
keeping the next Assembly
polls in mind.

“We cannot allow the com-
plaints to grow. We need to ad-
dress each complaint from the
beginning so that a message
can be sent to people,” said a
Trinamul leader.

Sources aware of the devel-
opment said Mamata had tak-
en the 2,000 complaints seri-
ously as she knew that the ac-
tual number would be much
more. “Only a handful of peo-
ple come forward to lodge co-
mplaints. That is why the chief
minister wanted the adminis-
tration to act from the very be-
ginning,” said a source,
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Regulated farming has
multiple benefits: KCR

Came up with idea with clear vision of the future, says CM

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao on Monday
said regulated farming
being implemented by the
State government was in
tune with the revolutionary
changes that the agriculture
sector in the State was un-
dergoing and not just de-
signed for a particular sea-
SON OT Crop.

Speaking at a high level
review meeting on agricul-
ture at Pragathi Bhavan
here, the Chief Minister
said: “Regulated farming has
multiple benefits. This is not
limited to one season or a
crop. We have come up with
idea with clear vision of the
future. We have drafted the
policy by considering the
changes that are going to
take place in different as-
pects of farming including
that of procurement of
paddy and have come up
with solutions.” He said the
State came up with the agri-
cultural policy with the
farmer as its focal point.

“Telangana has overcome
power shortages and the ir-
rigation projects are nearing
completion, transforming
the State into a robust agri-
culture economy. This
Yasangi, the FCI procured
1.15 crore metric tonnes of
paddy from all over the
country and Telangana con-
tributed 64 lakh tonnes out
of the total,” he said, adding
that the share of Telangana
stood at 55 per cent. The
Chief Minister mentioned
that the FCI Chairman him-
self had acknowledged the
achievement of the State.

He said that Telangana
through this achievement
had shown that farmers of
the State are capable of
reaching dizzying heights
when provided with the es-
sential inputs and are no less
than anyone else in the
country. “During the rule of
combined AP, they heckled
us that we don’t know how
to rule ourselves, that the
farmers of the region can’t

-
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Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao held a review meeting on
agriculture at Pragathi Bhavan on Monday.

cultivate, the State will face
darkness with power short-
ages, and the farmers will
face troubles. But Telan-
gana not only progressed
but became a State with pro-
gressive agriculture which
was proven by the bumper
production of paddy this
year,” he said.

The Chief Minister said
the State will bring 1.3 crore
acres of land under cultiva-
tion with the addition of
Kaleshwaram, Sitarama and
Palamurulifts in the coming
days. “As a result there will
be bumper crops and yields.
Keeping that in mind we
have introduced the regu-
lated farming concept, this
will lay a strong foundation
for the bright future of agri-
culture in the State,” K
Chandrashekhar Rao said.

Giving the example of
Punjab which one has
achieved great levels of pro-
ductivity in agriculture, the
Chief Minister pointed out
that the State has failed to
continue the trend because
it failed to implement the
regulate farming resulting
in Punjab Disaster.

“We have studied the case
of Punjab and come with the
regulated farming concept,
with aim not to repeat the
same mistakes,” he said.

Enlisting the benefits of
the Regulated Farming the
Chief Minister said that the
farmers will undertake only
those crops that have de-
mand in the market restrict-

ing problems of procure-
ment and MSP. Change of
cropping pattern will also
save the soil and its nutri-
ents keeping the soil fertile.
Cultivation of the same crop
year after year allows pests
and bacterial to grow and a
change of crop will help re-
duce the risk of pestilence.
Similarly water stagnation
will reduce and also reduces
chances of a spike in PH val-
ues. The Chief Minister also
anticipated that the farmers
will also recognise the need
to use fertilizers judiciously.

“If the fertilizer is not ap-
plied properly there is a
chance of precipitation off
the nutrients in the soil.
Hence the farmers must also
learn that they can reduce
the risk phosphate precipi-
tation by applying Phos-
phate Soluble Bacteria,” he
said. The regulated farming
will bring these kind of
knowledge close to the
farmers.

He added that the new
system will educate farmers
on the uses of staggered ar-
rival of produce at procure-
ment centers, protection of
soil fertility, ability to
analyse agricultural markets
and research. “Along with
becoming an agricultural
State the State also should
develop allied fields such as
milling and food processing.
The State is mulling to es-
tablish food processing
SEZs in the State in a big
way, he said.
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WILL PROTECT TS
SHARE OF KRISHNA
WATERS: UTTAM

IREDDY SRINIVAS REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 15

Congress leaders have
expressed their resolve to pro-
tect the state’s share in
Krishna river waters by stop-
ping illegal diversion of water
to Andhra Pradesh. They
announced that their struggle
will continue until the AP gov-
ernment drops the plan to
expand of Pothireddypadu
head regulator at the
Srisailam dam.

This was decided in the meet-
ing of the TPCC's Krishna
Nadi Jalala Parirakshana
Committee at Gandhi Bhavan
on Monday The meeting,
chaired by committee chair-
man and former minister Dr
Nagam Janardhan Reddy, was
attended by TPCC president N,
Uttam Kumar Reddy, commit-
tee convener Ram Mohan
Reddy, secretary A. Sampath
Kumar, former minister
Prasad, ex-MP Dr Mallu Ravi
and presidents of district
party units.

Uttam Kumar Reddy said
that restoration of its share in
river waters was one of the
main objectives for the forma-
tion of Telangana state. He
alleged that the Chief
Ministers of Telugu states had
conspired to diverting Krishna
water to AP. He said the TS
Government did not react
when AP Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy
announced plans to expand
the Pothireddyvpadu project
about six months ago., Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao gave a formal statement
only after the Congress raised
this issue, he said.
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Hesaraghatta Lake, once a water
source for city, is now ravaged

Sandmining, rave
parties driving its
ecology to edge

—

CHIRANJEEYT KULEARNI
BEMCALURL, DHMS

esaragharta lake whose

wateT once mirtured

half of Bengaluru, is
facing threats from llegal
sand mining even as vehimla
m overn entand weekend drinks
parties are drivingitsich ecal-
ogrtothe edge,

Farmers have long nsed
the silt from the lakebed for
agricultural purposes. It is,
however, the rampant mirng
for supplring raw material
tobrick kilns that has threat-
ened thelake The dizging has
led to the formation of about
10-foot-tall werti cal walls atvar-
iousplaces Almgthe shoreline,
wiichwill collapse and muninto
thelale during the heauw rain.

Crnithalogist M B Krishna

Soil heirg removed from Hesaraghatta Lale, Activistssay thesoilistransported tonearby areaswhere it isfiltered andused

i brick ldlis. F) Vertial walls cavsed by digging could collapss ko the lale dur ing rains. OH PHOTOS/CH IRBH JEEY [KULKARN]

said that exceptforthe s centif-
icremoval of st amy diggingin
the area would affect the ecol-
oz of the lake, “As the runof
warer carries mud, the water
collected in the lake mrns
turbidand blodks the penetra-
tion of light, affecting aquatic
ecology. Similaris the effectof
I onitored m overm ent of ve-
hidles whichwill ruin the grass
cover that prevents the tops ol
from rurming inrothelake “he
explained

Emptr liquor botdes are
strewn armoss the grassland

wiioge umique ecosystem has
made the Forest Department
propose it a5 4 consereat on
TESETVE,

Ervircnmeentalist Ramesh
Ehar, who has been fighting
for the lake for a d ecade mowe,
said inrreas ed Imman actvity
in Hesaraghatta threatened
the natral ecologe “People
coming for parties and those
doing stunts on vehicles are a
hig rmisance. The departm ent
needs tomonitor the entryr of
people” he said.

Besides dire warnings from

experts about the death of the
waterbody and the disappear-
ance of the grassland, gov-
ETTIM eIt Agenicies, inclnding
Isto and EMPRI, have noted
the problems. “Extensive soil
excavation and dumping of
the waste are happermng due
to lack of managemernt and
maintenance Eventhmghthe
Hesaraghattaresermiris free
from the sewaze influx, thewsa-
terisnotn sedforamypurpose]”
22015 studyby EMPERInoted

Activist Joseph Hover said
the goverrince of the 500

arre lalkeareanee ded m prove-
mert. “The Fore st Departm ent
has already proposed to cor
serve it. The EWESE, the ari-
mal hm shandryr and forest de
partm ents should st together
tochart ot the bestmeasmres
topreserve the area’”he said.
Toa question on the rec et
fencing work failing to stop
the illegal actvities in the
area, BWESE Chidf Engineer
Ramesh said he would look
intotheizme “We will deplow
securty uand s ronnd the cloclks
toprotectthe lae "he added
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Kharif sowing up 13%0
y-0-y aided by steady
Imonsoon progress

PRABHUDATTA MISHRA
Mew Delhi, June 15

THE MORMAL ONSET and
steady progress of monsoon
and the resultant over 30%
more rainfall than the long
period average(LPA) in the first
fortnight hawve encouraged
farmers to complete the sow-
ing in time, boosting prospects
for another yvear of bumper
crop.The kharif sowing of all
crops including paddy, maize

tur, groundmut, cotton and soy-
abean wasup 13% y-o-ytilllast
week, overthe year-ago period.

The area under all kharif
crops wasat 92.56 lakh hectare
as on June 12, against 81.74
lakh hectare in the correspond-
ing periodlastyear,officialdata
show.“Very encouraging trend
isseenthisyearascloseto 10%
of the normal area (1,064 lakh
hectare) has been covered in
the first few days of the season.
There will be definitely more
areas under many focussed
crops which the government
has been promoting through
states,” said an official.

The target of food grains
output will also be achieved,
the official said and added that
the labourers, who returned to
their villages particularly in
states like UP, Bihar, Jhark-
hand,West Bengal,Odishaand
Chhattisgarh, would help con-
tribute in sowingoperations.

The government has set a
target to raise the annual food
grain production by 2% at
298.3 million tonne (MT),
comprising 149.92 MT in
kharif season and 148.4 MT
during rabi, for the 2020-21
crop year (July-June) after the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) predicted a ‘nor-
mal’ monsoon (102% of LPA).
In 2019-20, production was
291.95 MT, against the target
of 291.1 MT. Rainfall between
969% and 104 % of LPA(88cm)
is considered normal.

Howewer, the planting of
paddy,mainkharif cereal {over
70% share in kharif food grain
output),is yet to start in major
producing regions comprising
Punjab, Haryana and western
Uttar Pradesh, due to govern-

ment’s restrictions on the tim-
ing of sowing. The states have
disallowed farmers from tak-
ing two paddy crops ina year
and they have fixed dates for
sowing to begin everyyear to
curb excessive use of ground-
water. Total area under paddy
across the country was at 5.59
lakh hectare as on June 12,
against 4.84 lakh hectare
{16% up) in the correspond-
ingperiod last year

Road transport & high-
ways minister Nitin Gadkari
last week hadsaidthere wasa
need to change the crop pat-
ternand reduce the acreage of
wheat and rice in states like
Punjab, Haryana and some
parts of Uttar Pradesh.

Oilseeds area has seen a
quantum jump thanks to
groundnmut crop planting in
Rajasthan and Gujarat. Mon-
soon has reached Gujarat 10
days earlythisyearand already
covered southern parts of the
state as well as Ahmedabad.
The weather bureau has pre-
dicted fairly widespread rain
with isolated heavy to very
heavy rainfall over Gujarat
during next 4-5 days.This spell
of rainfall will aid planting of
crops like cotton and ground-
nut,officials said.So far, cotton
acreage in Gujarat, the largest
producer of the fibre crop, is
lessthan1lakhhectare agai
its normal area of 26-27 lakh
hectare.

The cottonarea in Punjab
and Haryana hasseena jump
from year-ago levels where
the state governments are
following the Centre’s crop
diversification programme
from water guzzling paddy
and sugarcane.Odisha,which

has set a target of 9.6 MT of
foodgrains, has also decided to
give major thrust on increas-
ingareas under pulses,oilseeds
and other renmunerative crops
like spices and vegetables to
help farmers earn better.
Howewver, robust produc-
tion in recent years did not
really translate into gains for
farmers as prices remained
subdued and lower than mini-
mum support prices (MSPs)[
Though the government isbet-
ting on a bumper harvest to
increase the overall agriculture
growth and boost the rural
economy, farm- gate prices will
remain a key concern. Even as
farmersstruggle to get MSPs in
many crops, Gadkari has
flagged another problem of
fixing MSPs at higher than
intermational prices.
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Mercury begins to rise again in north
India; monsoon to slow down this week

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: After a respite
for nearly two weeks, the max-
imum temperature in north
India started to rise again with
parts of Rajasthan experienc-
ing a heat wave-like condition,
including Bikaner where the
mercury soared to 46.2 degrees
Celsius, as forecast agencies
said the advance of monsoon
will be slower this week.

The Southwest Monsoon,
which arrived in Kerala on its
usual date on June 1, moved
rapidly ahead because of a deep
depression in the Arabian Sea
which later turned into Cyclone
Nisarga and hit the Maharash-
tra coast on June 3.

It has now covered whole
of Maharashtra and parts of
Chhattisgarh and Gujarat.

Meteorologist H P Chan-
dra, from the Raipur Met

centre, said the monsoon gen-
erally reaches north Chhattis-
garh by the third week of June,
but it arrived a week early this
time. The state capital Raipur
and many other areas have
received good showers in the
last two days.

Last week, parts of north
India too received light-to-
nl()df_‘r‘dlt‘ pn:fmun:\’nc)n rain
and the maximum temperature

remained below 40 degrees for
about a fortnight. But the India
Meteorological Department
has said the monsoon is likely
to slow down for a week as the
low-pressure area that aided its
advance has weakened.

In Rajasthan, heat wave-
like conditions affected nor-
mal life. Bikaner, the hottest
place in the state, recorded a
maximum temperature of 46.2

degrees Celsius, followed by
Barmer, Ganganagar and Jais-
almer at 45.3, 45.0 and 46.2
degrees respectively.

The weather department
has predicted light rain in some
places in the state but the heat
wave is likely to prevail for at
least the next 24 hours.

An IMD forecast for Delhi
and its adjoining areas has said
that no heat wave was likely
in the region till June 15. On
Monday, Delhi experienced a
maximum temperature of 41.4
degrees Celsius, two notches
above normal, and it is likely
to remain above 40 degrees
Celsius for the next three days
before light rains bring some
relief. Some parts in Delhi
even experienced a maxi-
mum temperature of more
than 43 degrees Celsius. In
Punjab and Haryana, too, the
day temperatures were above

normal,

Hisar in Haryana was the
hottest place in the two states at
42.9 degrees Celsius, recording
a two-degree increase above the
normal. Ambala, Karnal and
Narnaul also recorded above
normal temperatures of 41.4
degrees Celsius, 39.5 degrees
Celsius and 42.2 degrees Cel-
sius, respectively.

The IMD said rain or thun-
dershower is very likely at a few
places in eastern Uttar Pradesh
and at isolated places in west-
ern Uttar Pradesh on June 17
and June 18.

Meanwhile, an early onset
of pre-monsoon rains is driving
wild elephants in Uttarakhand
to higher altitudes earlier than
usual, according to forest offi-
cials, reinforcing the research
that these animals respond
quickly to changes in forage
and water availability.
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