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Fishing banned
inPongreservoir

NURPUR, JUNE 16
The two-month fish breeding
season declared by the state
Fisheries Department began
on Tuesday. In view of the
breeding season the depart-
ment has banned fishing in
the Pong Dam Reservoir here
from June 16 to August 15.
As many as 2,800 fisher-
men are earning their liveli-
hood by catching fishin this
reservoir on the foothills of
Kangra valley. In order to
check illegal fishing the
Department of Fisheries has
geared up its machinery
and deployed a flying squad
which will use a motor boat
to keep check on illegal fish-
ing in the Pong reservoir. A
special patrolling party
comprising department and
outsourced employees has
also been formed at Nagrota
Surian. — OC

Deccan Chronicle 17-Jun-2020

City witnesses rain after brief lull

T.5.5. SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 16

After a lull of few days,
rains returned to the city
on Tuesday While the
intensity of rains was low,
it has, however, lowered
the maximum tempera-
ture within the city to a
comfortable 31.8 degrees
Celsius. This weather will
persist for the next five
days, sav officials of the
Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD).

On Tuesday, the highest
rainfall in the city until 8
p.m. was at Bahadurpura
(30 mm), Nampally (27.8
mm} and Doodhkhana (24
mm). Similarly, the high-
est rainfall in the state

ACCORDING TO offi-
cials of Skymet - a private
weather forecaster,
“Performance of south-
west monsoon 2020 until
now has been steady.”

was recorded at Maly-
alapalli in the Peddapalli
district (74.3 mm), Mar-
thanpeta in Rajanna
Sircilla (68.5 mm) and
Renikunta in Karimn-
agar (68.3 mm).

“Rains being witnessed
over the city and state are
to be counted as monsoon
showers. The southwest
monsoon has further adva-
need into Madhya Pradesh
while covering all the cor-
ners of Telangana,” K. Na-

ga Ratna, director, IMD
Hyderabad, told Deccan
Chronicle. She went on to
announce that there are su-
ceessive low-pressure zon-
es forming in the Bay of
Bengal, which would pro-
vide further rains to the
state,

According to officials of
Skymet - a private weath-
er forecaster, “Perform-
ance of southwest mon-
soon 2020 until now has
been steady and good. The
forecast of normal mon-
soon is turning out to be
correct. Monsoon made its
onset over Kerala on May
30. Thereafter, its progress
has remained very satis-
factory. Monsoon has made
steady progress between

June 10 and 15. It has pr-
ogressed almost every day
and has covered some m-
ore parts of the country.”

While, central India
recorded 94 per cent
surplus rainfall, north
and northwest India
recorded 19 per cent
surplus, and south India
20 per cent surplus rain-
fall. But east and north-
east India are still defi-
cient by four percent. The
progress of monscon and
its performance has been
very satisfactory
until now.

“In the coming days also,
we expect that progress of
the monsoon will remain
satisfactory,” the forecast-
ers said.
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TS GOVUT DELAYING
IRRIGATION
PROJECT: VAMSHI

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 16

AICC secretary Ch. Vamshi
Chand Reddy has accused the
state government of delaving
the Palamoor-Rangareddy Lift
Irrigation (PRLI) project. He
said even 10 per cent of its
works have not been complet-
ed during the last five vears
when Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao himself
had promised that the project
will be completed within three
Vears,

In a media statement on
Tuesday, Vamshi Chand said
as a result, the project cost has
jumped to 60,000 crore from
the earlier 35,200 crore,
Notably, the government itself
has announced that it has
spent only 27,000 crore on the
project in the last five years,
“Who should be held responsi-
ble and accountable for this
delay,” he asked.

He alleged that the govern-
ment redesigned the project’s
first pump house only out of
its greed for a commission
amounting to hundreds of
crores. “There is a conspiracy
with regard to both funds and
water allocation,
Unfortunately, our CM appears
bound and determined to
favour Rayvalaseema while
deserting south Telangana,”
he remarked.

He demanded that the state
government complete the
PRLI project on a war footing
and allot 3 TMC of water to it
every day He said new projects
should be designed and execut-
ed based on water allotment to
Jurala towards facilitating
total release of 150 of TMC
water, which is 5 TMC per day
for the 30 flood davs declared.
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Monsoon mayreach Delhi
earlier this year, says IMD

PROGRESS Monsoon is advancing well
and has reached parts of northwest India

ADVANCING FAST

The monsoan has covered areas of western and eastern Madhya Pradesh
and parts of Uttar Pradesh a few days ahead of schedule

Jayashree Nandi

= letiers@hindustanimes.com

NEW DELHI: The monscon has
advanced welland reached parts
of northwest India on Tuesday,
the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said, and added it is
expectedtoarrivein Delhiearlier
thanthenormaldate of June 27.1t
has covered areas of eastern
Uttar Pradesh, western and east-
ern Madhya Pradesh, IMD said.

IMD scientists said they will
confirmthearrivalof monsoonin
Delhidependingonhow favoura-
ble the conditions are for its
advancement over the next four
tofivedays. “It will be humid and
hot with maximum temperature
rangingfrom40to43 degreeCin
most parts of northwest India
including Delhi. But there will be
no heat wave condition. We are
expectingthe monsoon topick up
again from June 19 due tothe for-
mationofalow-pressuresystem
and advance towards western
Uttar Pradesh,” said Regional
Weather Forecasting Centre
head Kuldeep Shrivastava.

He said the monsoon could
even reach the Delhi suburb of
Noida around June 19 or 20.
Shrivastava, however, under-
lined thatthedepartment cannot
say if the monsoon arrival in
Delhi can be announced immedi-
ately.

The monsoon arrivesin Kerala

in June before it covers other
partsofthe countryandstartsto
retreat by September. It delivers
about 70% of India’sannual rain-
fall. The monsooniscrucial tothe
cultivation ofrice, wheat, sugar-
caneand soybeansin the country
where farming accounts for
about 15% of the economy but
employs over half of its people.
The monsoon is also important
for restocking reservoirs and
replenishing groundwater.

Monsoon rains lasted longer
last year and triggered floods
even as itstarted with the driest
Junein five yearsand below-av-
erage precipitationin July.

IMD said the monsoon was
passing through Kandla and
Ahmedabad (Gujarat), Indore,
Raisen,and Khajuraho(Madhya
Pradesh)and Fatehpur and Bah-
raich in Uttar Pradesh, where it
has reached at least fivedays in
advance, It added the monsoon,
was, however, onanormaltrack.

National Weather Forecasting
Centre head K SathiDevisaidthe
monsoon had advanced very well
sofarwith help froma low-pres-
sure area, which developedover
the Bay of Bengal lastweek. “The
low-pressure system moved
inland from theOdishacoastand
helped the monsoon advance,
bringing a lot of rain. Another
low-pressure system islikely to
develop over the north Bay of
Bengalon June19. Thesesystems

Monsoon rain till June 15
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move west northwestwards. If Maharashtra duringthenexttwo

they do develop, they will
strengthen the monsoon and help
itadvancefurther.”

IMD said thelow-pressuresys-
tem, which helped the monsoon
flow advance, has weakened now.
So, thereisunlikely tobe any rain
in northwest India overthenext
three days, itadded. It said heavy
to very heavy rain is likely in
Konkan, Goa and over central

days. IMD said therainfallinten-
sitvovereasternIndiaislikelyto
increase and heavy toveryrain-
fall is likely over the region,
including sub-Himalayan West
Bengal and Sikkim in the next
two days. There will be wide-
spread rain in Assam, Meghal-
aya, Tripura and Mizoram dur-
ing the next five days, IMD’s
Tuesday bulletin said.
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Monsoon gets
active over 'T'S

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

With the Southwest mon-
soon getting active over
Telangana, rains lashed
several parts of the city on
Tuesday. According to the
Telangana State Develop-
ment Planning Society
(TSDPS), Bahadurpura re-
ceived the highest rainfall
of 23.5 mm till 5 pm, fol-
lowed by Nampally (20.5
mm), Suleman Nagar (18.8
mm), Nagole (18.3 mm)
and Attapur (17.5 mm).
Apart from the Greater
Hvderabad region, dis-
tricts such as Peddapalli,
Rajanna Sircilla, Karimna-
gar, Medak, Jagtial and
Vikarabad recorded mod-
erate to heavy rainfall on
Tuesday.

The Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre had earlier
issued a weather warning
that heavy rain was very
likely to occur in different
districts of Telangana on
Tuesday. Officials said a
low pressure area was
likely to form over the
north Bay of Bengal and
neighbourhood around
June 19. The next three
days were likely to see
light to moderate rain in
the State.

In the State capital
meanwhile, the TSDPS
forecast says light to mod-
erate rainfall and thunder-
showers could be ex-
pected for the next three
days.
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Summer crop
sowing speed up

.....

RAJENDRA JADHAV
MUMBAIL, JUNE 16

Farmers are set to speed
up the planting of sum-
mer crops as annual mon-
soon rains have covered
more than half of the
country and delivered
more rainfall than nor-
mal, a weather depart-
ment official and an agri-
culture analyst said on

The monsoon  has
already covered all of
southern and eastern
regions and conditions
are favourable for further
advancement into north-
ern India this week, a sen-
ior official with the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment said.

Since the season began
on June 1, the rains
brought by the monsoon
have been 29 per cent
greater than normal,
weather department data
shows, particularly as a
cyclone, Nisarga, brought
heavy rain earlier this
month to the west coast.

The early arrival of
monsoon rains in many
parts of the country and
higher water in reser-
voirs have accelerated
planting of summer
crops, said Subhranil Dey,
a senior research analyst
at commodity brokerage
SMC Comtrade Litd.

"Timely arrival of the

monsoon and a hike in
crop prices could lead to
higher area this vear,” he
said.

Farmers have planted
SUMMer-sown crops on
9.26 million hectares (22.9
million acres) as of June
12, up 13.2 per cent com-
pared with the same peri-
od a yvear ago, according
to provisional data from
the Ministry of
Agriculture. Cotton sow-
ing was up 23 per cent,
while rice planting rose
by 15 per cent during the

period.
bIndla is the :.rfﬂrlﬂ's

iggest exporter rice
ang the biggest cotton
producer. A rise in rice
and cotton production
could lead to higher
exports of the grain and
fibre.

(Oilseed plantings have
risen 312 per cent from a
yvear ago, which could
help the world’s biggest
edible oil importer trim
overseas purchases,

Monsoons deliver about
T0 per cent of the coun-
try's annual rainfall and
are the lifeblood of the
$2.,5 ftrillion economy,
spurring farm output and
boosting rural spending
on items ranging from
gold to cars, motorcycles
and refrigerators.

—Reuters
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