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Heatwave in Pb, R'sthan for 2 days

NEW DELHI, JUNE17
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has pre-
dicted heatwave to severe
heatwave conditions over
west Rajasthan and heat-
wave conditions over east
Rajasthan and Punjab over
the next two to three days
Meanwhile, “isolated to fair-
ly widespread’ rainfall with
thunderstorm, lightning and

gusty winds are also expected
in the western Himalayan
region and plains of northwest
India between June 19 and 21.

Widespread rainfall is also
likely along the west coast
with isolated heavy to very
heavy rainfall in coastal Kar-
nataka, Konkan and Goa,
northeast, east and adjoining
Central India during the next
five days. — TNS

The Pioneer 18-Jun-2020

Heatwave continues in Rajasthan

PNS B NEW DELHI

Sﬂ'rra.] parts of North India saw a rise in tem-
peratures as Rajasthan continues to endure
heat wave conditions with mercury soaring over
48°C in Bikaner and Jaisalmer on Wednesday.

The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) predicted heatwave to severe heatwave
conditions ever West Rajasthan and heal-wave
conditions over East Rajasthan and Punjab over
the next two Lo three days. In the national cap-
ital, the heat wave is likely to continue for anoth-
er 3 days with temperature réemaining above
40°C before light rains could bring some
respite.

Boosted by two low-pressure systems, one
over southeast Arabian which later turned into
‘severe cycdone’ Nisangza and another system over
the Bay of Bengal, the IMD said the monsoon
was passing through Kandla and Ahmedabad
(Gujarat), Indore, Raisen, and Khajuraho
( Madhya Pradesh) and Fatehpur and Bahraich
in Uttar Pradesh, where it has reached at least
five days in advance. IMD said the low-pressure

system, which helped the monsoon flow
advance, has weakened now. So, there is unlike-
ly oo beee any rain in northwest India over the next
three days. It added the monsoon, was, howey-
er, on a normal track.

It said that it is expected to arrive in Delhi
earlier than the normal date of June 27. It has
covered areas of eastern Uttar Pradesh, western
and eastern Madhya Pradesh, IMD said. The
national capital region and the nearby areas in
northwest areas will continue to experience
above normal temperatures for the next three
days.

" Meanwhile, “isolated to fairly widespread”
rainfall with a thunderstorm, lightning and gusty
winds are also expected over the Western
Himalayan Reghon and plains of Northwest India
between June 19 and June 21, according to the
weather office.

Widespread rains are also very likely along
the West Coast with isolated heavy to very heavy
falls over Coastal Karnataka, Konkan and Goa,
Northeast, East and adjoining Central India dur-
ing the next five days.




Dismvar)"s new venture, Lisfen
to the Sea, sheds light on one
of the country’s grealest calamilies,
Cyclone Fani, tak:irlg a deep dive
into critical 48 hours before the
landfall of extremely severe
cychonic storm, which threatened
widespread damage lo life and
property in Odisha.

While the property, especial-
ly eritical infrastructure like power,
lelecom, roads — both national
highways, state highways and rural
— were severely damaged, Indians
meteorological department’s
(IMD) pinpoint accuracy in pre-
dicting the lime, path and severi-
ty of the cyclone, helped immense-
lyin saving lives. The government
activated the disaster manage-
ment program, leveraging the 48-
hour notice by IMD, and evacuat-
ed more than 1 million people to
safety. Listen fo The Sea is a story
of hope as Odisha triumphed over
this sever cyelone through its gal-
lant efforts.

“We cannot control natural
disasters and catastrophes but
after the devastation caused by
super cyclone in 1999, our aim was
1o make sure that as much as pos-
sible, no human life should be lost
henceforth in such disasters. In a
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The tale of hope

Discovery’s documentary, Listen to the Sea, brings forth stories of
struggle amid the damage caused by Cyclone Fani in Odisha

The Telegraph 18-Jun-2020

state which has almost 500 kilome-
ters of coastline, one should listen
to the sez,” said, Naveen Patnaik,
Chief Minister of Odisha. “Cyclone
Fani was  test of our preparedness.
[ would like to take this moment
to highlight the efforts of all those
who stepped in — over 45,000 vol-
unteers who worked alongside
the government offictals to help in
the evacuation process. It is due to
this combined effort that Odisha
successfully conducted Asia’s
largest evacuation before Cyclone
Fani by getting more than a mil-

lion people to safety”

Megha Tata, managing direc-
tor, South Asia, Discovery, said,
“This is not a documentary about
acyclone that threatened to ravage
astate. It is a story of human will
and what it can do in the face of
abject disaster. This two-part doc-
umentary series s a story of
Odisha’ resilience”

(The series laenches on June 20
on Discovery & Discovery HD
Chaririel at 9 pm. Viewers can
download Discovery Plus app to
stream the show on June 23.)



rises bringus toacrossroads. We have

the choiceto either do things that were

not considered earlier or werenot tho-
ught to be possible, or we can try and get back
to the ‘before’, Every time a cyclone hits the
Sunderbans we arefaced with a crisis. Oneach
occasion, we have tried to get hack to where we
were prior to the incident. This has been the
practice sincethe 19th century. It is, therefore,
msurprising that incidence of poverty and de-
velopment deficit ave high in the region.

The Sunderbans region is predominantly
agricultural, but prospects of farming ave poor
owingto low irrigation intensity and cropping
intensity. Consequently, economic necessity
drives working adults to seek earnings else-
where, The current situation is a reminder
that disasters like pandemics and cyclones do
notnecessarily arrive one at a time, and can
constrain possibilities of earnings from out-
side,

Tmages from the Sunderbans post Cyclone
Amphan arenear identical to those after Cy-
clone Aila. Has nothing changed in the infer-
vening decade? Of course it has; road conmec-
tivity is better and telecommunication hasim-
proved but vulnerability to tropical cyclones
remains unchanged. It will remain the same so
long as people live in kutcha houses and en-
gage in freshwater paddy agriculture.

Storm damage will be much less if all hous-
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Retreat from the beautiful forest

ANAMITRAANURAG DANDA

es are pucca, Storm surge damage can be sig-
nificantly lower if the entire length of embank-
mentsis of superior design and construction.
The irrigation and water ways department of
the government of West Bengalis engaged in
such construction under Phase I of Aila em-
bankment reconstruction.

Besides political will, what would it take to
make pucea houses and superior embank-
ments?

As per the census of 2011, the Sunderbans
has 8,84,073 households. At the least 5,30,444
are kutcha houses, The socio-economic and
caste census2011 pegs the proportion ofimper-
manent houses in West Bengal at 60 per cent,
All thesehouses canbe puccaifthe households
take advantage of the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana — Gramin programme under which
assistance of Rs 1.21akh is extended per house-
hold. The governments at the Centre and in
the state would haveto bear about Rs 6,365 cro-
reon a60:40 basis. For the state govermment,
that works outto Rs 2,546 crore, plus allocation
of public land for the landless households,

The IWD maintains about 3,221 kilometres
of embankanent in the Sunderbans. About 183
ks length of embankment has been upgrad-
ed or isunderway at a cost of Rs 1,339.50 crore.

Atthisrate, upgrading the entire length of em-
bankment would cost about Rs 23,600 crore.
The Government of India had approved
Rs 5,032 crore for 778 ks in 2010, That leaves
Rs 18,568 croreto be mobilized by the state gov-
ernment.

A World Bank report published in 2014 esti-
mated the GDP of the Sunderbans to be around
Rs13,400 crore.

Although there is strong local support for
both the interventions, it does not seem very
likely that the govermments at the Centre and
in the state will commit to incurring a com-
bined expenditure of about Rs 30,000 crore
owing to associated political risk. Political risk
arises from distributional and allocation im-
pacts of largescale spending on eoastal protec-
tion when the area afforded protection is not
an econoinic power house or highly built-up or
urbanized. Allocation and distributional con-
cerns arise when distant taxpayers believe
that they are unfairly burdened by allocation
of costs of proposed coastal protection meas-
ures, Moreover, engineered protective struc-
tures while providing protection to lives and
assets behind the structure have the potential
to increaserisk to other areas and structures
alongthe coast. The only mangrove tiger habi-

tat in the worldis a casein point.

What option, then,do the peopleof the Sum-
derbans and governments have in light of in-
creasing climate risk? Move people and assets
out of harm’s way —retreat. Retreat already
oceurs in the Stnderbans; homes, schools and
places of worship are moved as an ad hoc
measure to reducerisk,

Retreat can be reconceptualized not as a
goal in itself to reduce risk but as a means to
achieving long-term development goals,
Jayanta Bandyopadhyay, formerly with [IM
Calcutta, in a conversation with the author a
decade ago had conceptualized retreat as avol-
untary movement of people to safer locations
in pursuit of a better life. That conversationre
sulted in a WWF-India publication with the
title Indian Sundarbans Delta — A Vision in
2011. Bangladesh sees to be pursuing a path
as envisaged in the vision docuunent,

Bangladesh is working tonot only make re-
cipient cities like Khulna, Rajshahi, Satlkhira,
Barishal and Sivajganj capable of accommo-
dating internal migrants through the
strengthening of administrative structures
but also offering climate migrants income-
generating opportunities and assistance to im-
prove their access to public social services and
finances,

In India, it is for us to decide whether we
want yet another serious crisis to go to waste.

Deccan Herald 18-Jun-2020
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dhganga river submerged inChildaditaluk
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of BEelagavidistrict on Vednesday. Tributaries of River Krishnaare inspate owing to heawy
inflowsfrom Kon lan region of Maharshira (Right) Savtura Falks in Khanapur taluk of
Belagaridistrictroars infullglory. oHPHOTOS

Monsoon gathers steamin
coastal districts, Malnad

Heavyinflows leave

four barrage-cum-

bridges submerged
in Belagavi

BELAGAYL/FARNARS
MAMGALIRD, DHMS

our low-lying barrage-

mum-bridges across Ved-

ganga and Doodhgzanga
rivers, the trilitaries of Biver
Kristma, in Chiklkodi and Mip-
pani taluks of Belagawi district,
aresubm erged foll owingine es-
gart raitfall in the catchmernts
of both rivers and in Korkan
region of Maharashira,

The irtlowesinto Krishnariv-
er at Kallol barrage clocked at
26,000 msecs. This includes
1L000 cusecs of Vedgzangaand
Doodhzanga.

Twio barrage-cum-bridzes
amross Doodhganga Malik-
wad-Dattawad and Karad-
ga-Bhoj are subm erged. Two
more barrage s across svollen
Wedganga Bhojwadi-Kunmir
and Aklkol-Bidnal are alao tm-
derwater.

Howewer, the movem ent of
people and wehiclesin the re-
gion has not been affected as
thereare alternative roads.

Several parts of Belagad
dismict,incduding Belagad city,
Khanamr, Mippar, Harogeri,
ME Hubballi, Savmdatt, hawe
received moderate to heawy
rainfall inthelast 24 hours.

With Mahadayi river and
Bandiuri nala in spate, road
connectvity in some villages
of Bhimgad wildlife sanctiary
inKhanapurtalikwasaff ected
onWednesday,

Power oltages were re-
ported from several villages
including Londa, Jambot and
aarroumnding areas.

Kanalambi, the birth place
of Malaprabha river - the life-
line of Belagavi, Dharwad and
Bagalkotdistricts- hasexperi-
ericed 168 cm of rain.

Mearnwvhile, the sotlmwest
muonsoon has intensified in
coastal and Malnad districts.
Coastal districts, in partcular,
igwitne sdng heany rainfall.

Heavy showers over the
past 24 hours have inundated
the love-lying areas and major
roadsin Karwan M otoristshad
atoughtimeinnegotiatingthe
floodedroads

Sirgl and Yellapur taluks
alsowimessed diarp showers.,
Inflerwes into Supa and Kadra
regervoirshave inreazed  The
waterlevelat Supa on e dnes-
day stood at52 0.1l m emres (full
rezeroirlevel (FEL) of Supa
BSR4 metres).

Arkolahasreceivedl6om of
raininthelast 24 hours(endings
8 am on Wednesday). Karvwar
townl recorded 14,4 om, Hon-
navar 12,2 om and Bhatleal 11.8

.

DakshinaKarmada and TUTdw
pi districts have been experi-
eMcing intermittent showers
inthe past two days.

Mlangzaluru city hasrecord-
ed awhopping 116 cm of rain
o Wednesday, Bantwal and
Belthangady taluks have reg-
istered 7 cm.

Uldupi disrictalsowimessed
heary dhowers, coupled with
gusty wind s, on Wednesday.,
Mud collapse had stalled trat-
fic on Avaralu Mattu BEoad in
Eaind oortalul Several hmize s
have suffered partial damages
in the rainin Kavp, Kimdapur
and Baind oortalulca

Kalaburagi and Fidar
districts received spells of
mild to moderate rain on
Wednesday,
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