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State aims water supply to
7L households this fiscal

Plans to complete Jal Jeevan Mission two years before national target date

GEETANJALI GAYATRI
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 18

With exhaustive and aggres-
sive micro and macro plan-
ning to install taps in every
rural household underthe Jal
Jeevan Mission, Haryana has
set a target of taking drinking
water to seven lakh house-
holds during this financial
year and has planned to com-
plete the entire exercise by
2022, two years ahead of the
national target date.

The Public Health Depart-
ment has divided the state
into three categories to kick-
startitswork in a phased man-
ner. “We have divided all vil-
lages into slots based on water
availability and network. In
the first category, we plan to
target areas where water is
available, but distribution
pipelines need to be laid. In
the second category, we will
tackle areas where supply
needs to be augmented. The
third category has villages
where water sources need to
bechanged. Thisis the tough-
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water distribution pipeline needs
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where sources need to be
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est category and we will tackle
it last so that watercanat least
startto flow in houses where it
is available,” explains Deven-
der Singh, Additional Chief
Secretary, Public Health.

Out of 30 lakh rural house-
holdsin the state, it was found
that water supply to only 11
lakh households was being
billed as per the BISWAS por-
tal at the time of the launch of
the programme in December
last. Since then, about 11 lakh
households had been added to
the portal, including four lakh
in 2020-21. Since the target for
this year is seven lakh house-
holds, work is in progress to
take water to the remaining

households. While ensuring
quality, the department has to
meet a supply target of 55
litres per capita per day.

The department has creat-
ed a system whereby it has
set deadlines for every habi-
tation. The timeline lays
down six critical dates — that
of submission of tender, tech-
nical sanction, floating of ten-
der, its award, start of work
and its finishing. “We have
mapped every single habita-
tion. This will help us identi-
fy where we are lagging in
case there is a delay. We have
been approached by Punjab
and Maharashtra for coun-
selling them about our work

Monsoon may hit
NCR onJune 25

NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

The southwest

monsoon 1s

unlikely to progress further till
June 21. However, conditions
may become favourable for its
advance into UP and parts of
the western Himalayan region
between June 22 and 24. The
IMD today said it was likely to
reach Haryana including the
NCR, around June 25— TNS

plan,” Devender Singh said.
The last one lakh house
holds, primarily in villages of
Nubh, set for the last year, will
be the most difficult since
water is in short supply,
underground water is brack-
ish and no canal network car-
rying requisite quality of
drinking water is available.
Those households will be
tackled last and the state has
worked out a plan by which all
households in the state will
havea tap connection supply-
ing water by the end of 2022.
“We have created a web-
enabled dashboard which can
give data and provide dynam-
ie real-time progress of each
habitation. This not only
ensures transparency in the
work being carried out on the
ground, but also allows us to
monitor the progressin every
habitation of each village in
each district,” Devender
Singh explained. At the end
of this financial year, one dis-
trict and 2,898 villages would
have tap connections in all
rural households, he added.
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Millennium Post 19-Jun-2020

Sardar Sarovar
dam level rises,
11m short of
full capacity

AHMEDABAD: Though the
monsoon has just arrived in
Gujarat, the water level of the
Sardar Sarovar Dam over Nar-
mada river is rising fast and
has reached 127.46 metres, just
11 metres short of its maxi-
mum capacity, officials said on
Thursday.

With the fresh inflow of
upstream water, mainly from
the Omkareshwar and Indira
Sagar dams located in Madhya
Pradesh, the live water stor-
age of the dam has reached up
to 2,700 million cubic metres,
they said. "The water level
of the reservoir has reached
127.46 metres,” Sardar Sar-
ovar Narmada Nigam Limited
Director P C Vyas said. This is
just just 11.22 metres short of
its full reservoir level of 138.68
metres. AGENCIES
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North India swelters under stifling
heat, mercury touches 46°C mark

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Several parts
of north India reeled under
scorching heat on Thursday
as mercury touched the 46
degrees Celsius-mark, with
the weatherman predicting
severe heatwave in some parts
of Rajasthan.

In the national capital,
weather stations at Ayanagar
recorded maximum tem-
perature of 46.4 degrees
Celsius.

Heat wave conditions
remained unabated in parts of
Rajasthan where Ganganagar
became the hottest place witha
maximum temperature of 46.1
degrees Celsius.

Churu, Bikaner, Jaisalmer
and Jaipur recorded a maxi-
mum of 45.6 degrees, 44.8
degrees, 44 degrees and 43.3
degrees Celsius, respectively.

A MeT official said weather

conditions would remain the
same with possibilities of severe
heatwave at some places in the
desert state during the next 24
hours.

The maximum tempera-
ture also hovered above nor-
mal limits in Haryana and
Punjab.

In Haryana, Hisar sweltered
at 44.2 degrees Celsius, while
Narnaul recorded a high of 43.6
degrees Celsius, two notches
above normal.

Ambala recorded a max-
imum of 40.8 degrees, three
degrees above normal, while
Karnal recorded 39.5 degrees

Celsius, it said.

Amritsar, Ludhiana and
Patiala in Punjab recorded
above normal maximum tem-
peratures of 41.4 degrees, 41.6
degrees and 41.3 degrees,
respectively.

Chandigarh, the common
capital of the two states, reg-
istered a maximum of 40.2
degrees Celsius, two notches
against normal limits.

Meanwhile, an India Mete-
orological Department (IMD)
official said unseasonal show-
ers in central Maharashtra and
Cyclone Nisarga that lashed
coastal areas have put the state
in the largely excess rainfall
category.

According to the IMD fore-
cast, widespread showers are
likely in the coastal areas of
Maharashtra, while the rest of
the state is expected to get scat-
tered and isolated showers till
June 22.
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WEATHER REPORT

tis time to take off the rose-tinted glasses; the
I clouds on the climatic horizon are getting
darker. The Assessrriernt of Climate Change
oer the Irdiarn Regiornr — India’s firvst ever report
on climate change by scientific institutions unnder
the government — bears grave tidings. In compar-
ison to the last few decades, India’s average tem-
perature by the end of this cenitury is projected to
rise by a shocking 4.4 degrees celsins; thhe nation is
also set to experience more severe cyclones and
droughts and a much higher fregquency of heat
waves. Even more alarming, however, are the cli-
mate ountcome projections under the prevailing
“business as usual™ ambience — a situation in
which no measures are put in place to curb green-
house gas emissions. In the absence ofmitigatory
action, the temperaiures of the hottest dayv and
coldest night, which had already warmed by 0.63
degrees and 0.4 degrees, respectively, between
1986 and 2015, will rise by about 4.7 degrees and 5.5
degrees by the end of the 21 st cenitury. This would
hawve ominous implications for the naton’s
ecosvstems, putting great stress on the firagile eco-
logical balance, substantially reducing agricul-
tural output and freshwater resources and caus-
ing serious damage to public infirasiruciure.

A o sliver of hope lies in the fact that with this re-
port, the government seems to have admitted that
the climate emergency can no lomnger be ignored.
The challenge for India is now manifold. INot only
must it work on a war footing to devise mitigatorywv,
inclusive policy and modernize infrastructure to
become clim ate resilient but it must also widen
the scope ofits interventions to address the con-
tentious issue of climate justice. For example, cli-
mate refugees are not recognized under m ost in-
ternational laws, including the 1951 Refiigee Con-
vention and the 1967 Protocol relating to the Sta-
tus of Refugees. This renders them ineligible for
protection under Indian and global legal frame-
works. Addressing the righits and needs of such
displaced populations — rehabilitation, educa-
tion, jobs — should be integral to India®s model for
managing theimminent climate crisis. However,
India canmot meet its domestic needs without in-
ternational cooperation. It must take a position off
leadership on behalf of the developing world to de-
mand eguitable distribution of fuunds and the
iransfer of technology from insular, affluent
economies. One way for India to prevent the cli-
mate emergency from deepening is by aligning
the concerns of climate justice with strategic in-
terests. This could harmonize the seemingly com-
petitive goals of development and ecology.
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More rain predicted in next 48 hours

Children run on a waterlogged street amidst vehicles during rains in Navi Mumbai on Thursday. While Mumbai
received 5.5 mm rain till Thursday evening, Thane received more than 40 mm in just five hours. = PTI
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