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The NGT has fixed March 31, 2021, as deadline to overcome
the problem of water pollution in Fazilka. TRiIBUNE PHOTO

Untreated sewage
flows into Fazilka
drains, locals harried

PPCB collects samples from 3 drains
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FAFILKA, JIFNE 21

A team of the Punjab Pollu-
tion Control Board (PPCB),
led by Chairman Prof
Satwinder Singh Marwaha,
recently visited the district
to inspect Aspal seepage
and other drains which ter-
minate here.

A source said the team
took samples from Acwa sul-
lage carrier at Awa wvillage
and from Aspal Extension
drain, Karnikhera, Mumlbe-
ki, Kadar Baksh and Gharu-
mi drains on Wednesday
late evening.

S8 Dhaliwal, Executiwve
Engineer, PPCB, Faridkot,
said the board chairman
had intended to wisit the
area to acquaint himself of
the situation. The team took
samples from three drains
and a hand pump.

had failed the guality test.
In the past, the district
progressive farmers, led by
WVikram Ahuja, had made
sewveral representations to
the National Green Tri-
bunal (MNGT), PPCE,
Drainage Department
authorities and the district
administration, highlight-
ing the inflow of contami-
nated water in these drains.
They said the drains were
running in full Alow and car-
rying untreated sewage,
which ultimately seeped
down into the ground and

got mixed with the subsoil
water, rendering it unfit for
irrigation and drinking pur-
pose. As a result, the border
area residents hawve been
suffering from sewveral
deadly diseases.

The farmers said a foul
smell emanated from the
drains and even the BSF
personnel were facing prob-
lems because of it.

water of sewerage treatment
plants (STPs) in Fazilka,
Jalalabad, Malout and Arni-
wala was being throwmn in
the seepage drain, resulting
in water pollution in the
area. He said some of the
municipal councils had
been penalised for not main-
taining the STPs according
to the guidelines.

The farmers alleged the
untreated sewage water of
five districts was being
dumped into the drains.

In response to a petition
filed by Vikram Ahuja last
wvear, the State NMonitoring
Committee of the NMGT, led by
chairman Justice Jashir
Singh (retd), had wvisited the
district on January 6 and T in
this regard. Subsequently,
Justice Singh had directed
officials of the department
concerned that no untreated
water should be allowed to
flow into the drains . Howewver,
instead of improving, the sit-
uation has turned worst.

The NGT has fixed a dead-
line of March 31, 2021, to
overcome the problem of pol-
luted water in the district.
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A COVID-19 CHALLENGE: ACCESS TO WATER

An analysis offive of India’s
most populous states —Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar,
West Bengal, and Madhya
Pradesh —which account for
46% of all Covid-19 cases in
the country, asonlune10,
found that lack of exclusive
access to drinking water,
distance to the source of
water, poor sanitation, and
handwashing habits were a
challenge for households.
Hence, preventing the
infection also becomes a
challenge.

Nearly half (48.3%) the
households(in urbanand
rural India) do not have
exclusive access to drinking
water and one-fourth of
households access it through
a public, unrestricted source
(23.6%), the data from the
National Sample Survey's

(NSS) 76th round (2018) shows.
Inrural areas, lessthan half
(48.6%) have exclusive access
and 30.5% access public
sources.

Afamily of four would
need 40 litres of water —
same asthe government's
allocation per person per
dayinruralareas —to wash
hands if a conservative
estimate of two litres is used
foreach hand wash.

"A high dependence on
community stand posts and
community toilets has both
contributed to increased
probability of exposure to the
virus," said V K Madhavan,
chief executive of WaterAid
India. "Uncertainty over
availability of, or
inadequacies in watersupply
that existed before has made
practising hand hygiene that

much harder for those
residing in slumsin urban
areas."

The health ministryin an
April 14 advisory, issued
following a Supreme
Courtorderfora writ petition
on need for clean water,
said."Itis possible that
demand (for water) during
this period may go up and if
people have to fetch water
fromthe publicstand post,
supply hours may be required
to be increased to ensure
social distancing."

While nearly two in three
households in India have a
source of drinking water at
home oron the premises, the
rest(34%) have to travel to
access water, according to
the NSS data.
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Green
water
fine

B NEW DELHI: The Mational
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Green Tribunal has slap-
peda fineof Rs 25 lakhon
two units in Moida for un-
authorised extraction of
water, sayingthereisa
threat ofirreversible da-
mageto the environment
leading to scarcity of dri-
nking water becanse of
depleting groundwater.
The tribimal said there is
1o operative non-objecti-
on certificate as far as
MNoida Golf Courseand
Advant Navis Business
Park areconcerned. pm



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Herald 22-Jun-2020

Almatti damgets whopping 16 tmcftin five days

Inflnwmmthe
reservoir clocked
62,520 cusecs
on Sunday

—_

WIAYAPLRA, DH M

Withthe Krisimariver catchr
ment in Maharashira expe
riencng incessant showers,
Almatti dam (Lal Bahadur
Shastri Sagar], the lifeline of
north Karnataka districts has
received 4 gaggering 16 tm cft

of waterin thelastfive days.

Thewater levelin Almattidam 2 on June 21, standsat513.4
netresowing o thegood inflows in the last two weeks, 0H PHOTD

tmeft of water flowed into

On Sunday alone, 540 the dam. The inflow docked

62,520 cuse cs. The water lev
elinthe dam,as on hune 21,is
1240 meters. I was S08.02
metresduringthe corre spond-
ing period, las year,

The full reservoir level
(FEL) of Almati dam isS15.60
meres

The dam received itsfirst
irtlow of the season quite ear-
IrnMorethan 12,00 0msecsof
waterflowe dintothe re saroir
on June 5. Last year, the dam
had received the ssasorsfirst
intlows onJuly 2.

Thereservoir,however,had
congstertly received massive
irflowesf or cverthre e months,
lastyear, owingtoa prolorz ed
monsoon and unprecedented

Haribhoomi 22-Jun-2020
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rain in Krishna river catch-
mentin Maharashtra,

Yellowalert for

coastal dists

Meanwhile, the India Mete-
orological D epartm ert (VD)
haspredicted heavy showers,
coupled with thunder and
lightming, in three coastal dis-
trictforJune 22and 22,

With monsoon having
weakened, north and south
interior Karnataka are likely
to getrain only afterJune 25,

On Sunday, Mangaluru
recorded 3 cm of rain while
Arkola, Kumta, Dharm ash-
ala, Kimdapur and Udupi re-
ceived 2 om.
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