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State to venture
into mineral
water bottling

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 22
The state government has
decided to set up amineral
water plant for manufac-
turing bottled drinking
water under the brand
name ‘Haryana Fresh’
through the Public Health
Engineering (PHE)
Department.

The first rural sewerage
under the  Mahagram
Scheme will be inaugurated
in Sotai village of Faridabad
district on August 15.

These decisions were tak-
en during a meeting of the
water supply and sewerage
board of the PHE Depart-
ment under the chairman-
ship of Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar here
on Monday. The CM direct-
ed the department to chalk

out modalities for setting
up of this plant. Initially,
bottled mineral water
would be made available to
government institutions.

Later, reverse osmosis
plantswould be set upin edu-
cational institutions to pro-
vide clean and fresh drinking
water to students.

It was decided that a com-
prehensive testing laboratory
would be set up in all dis-
tricts, wherein the quality of
drinking water and eatables
would be checked.

Devender Singh, Addition-
al Chief Secretary, said water
would be for official use to
begin with and could be mar-
keted for customers of gov-
ernment boards and corpora-
tions after establishing
quality and brand. — TNS
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Cyclonic circulation over Odisha: IMD

PNS B NEW DELHI

T]'u: India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
Monday said that a cyclonic
circulation 18 currently seen
over north interior Odisha and
m:'.ighbuurhuud with a height
between 0.9 kilometres and
7.6 kilometres above mean sea
level tilting southwards. The
cyclonic dreulation is very
likely to move northwestwards
during next three da'.s
Meanwhile, the monsoon had
advanced to majority regions
across India. The IMD said
rains are going to continue over
the next few days with the
monsoon expected to reach the
national capital on Wednesday.

In its weather forecast on

Monday, the IMD zaid If this

cyclonic circulation intensifies
ko a drprcshlun and further
into a deep depression, it will
lead to a formation of a
cyclonic 5[L1rm_ The next
cyelone will be named as 'Gati',
meaning speed or pace. The
name 'Gati’ has been given by
India and is the second name
in the new list of which com-
prises of 169 cyclones names
from 13 member countries.
This comes just days after
cyclone Misarga made landfall
in Maharashtra earlier this
month. Cyclone Misarga made
landfall between Murud and
Revdanda in Maharashtra's
Raigad district on June 3.
Last month, super cyclone
Amphan lashed parts of Odisha
and West Bengal and made

landfall on the coastal areas of

West Bengal and Bangladesh.
The last severe cvclonic storm
to hit close to Mumbai was in
1961. Cyclone Nisarga was
severe with a wind speed of
only 100 to 110 kmph.

“Fairly widespread to wide-
spread rainfall with isolated
heavy to very heavy rainfall
very likely to continue over
northeast India during next 5
days and over East & adjoining
central India during next 2-3
days. Fairly widespread to
widespread rainfall activity
with isolated heavy to very
heavy falls also very likely over
Western Himalayan Region,
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh
8 Delhi, Untar Pradesh and
East Rajasthan from June 23
onwards,” the IMD said.

Kuldeep Srivastava, the

head of the regional forecasting
centre of the India
Meteorological Department,
said on and off pre-monsoon
rains are going to continue in
the national capital on Monday
and Tuesday. The monsoon will
reach the eity by Wednesday
after covering western Ullar
Pradesh. Acecording to weath-
er experts, earlier than usual
arrival of the monsoon in Delhi
can be attributed to a cyclonic
cireulation over West Bengal
and the neighbourhood which
moved towards southwest Uttar
Pradesh on June 19 and 20, "It
helped in further advancement
of the monsoon, it is expected
to cover west Uttar Pradesh,
and some parts of Ultarakhand
by June 22 and 23" Srivastava
said.
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Scattered rainfall in north,
onset of monsoon in 2-3 days

The rains are a result of a trough running from north Punjab to northwest Bay of Bengal

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

NEW DELHI: There was light
to moderate rainfall in many
parts of north India, including
in the national capital, on Mon-
dayand more s likely in the next
few days as the southwest mon-
soon is sel o advance further
into the region by June 24-25.
The rains are a result of a
trough running from north
Punjab to northwest Bay of Ben-
gal across Haryana, south Uttar
Pradesh, ]ha:ﬁhand. and north
coastal Odisha, meteorological
department officials said, add-
ing that no significant rise in
temperatures was likely in the
country in the next 2-3 days.
An India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) bul-
letin issued in the afternoon
said conditions were becoming
favourable for the advance of
the monsoon into more parts of
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand during the
next 24 hours and into Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, remaining

parts of Ultar Pradesh and some

parts of Rajasthan during the
subsequent 48 hours.

Dgll'u witnessed a spell of
rains on Monday morning
which kept the mercury in check
but left many areas in the city
watetlogged. The weather office
said rains would continue over
the next few days as the mon-
soon was expected to reach the
city on Wednesday.

The Safdarjung Observatory,
which provides representative
figures for Delhi, recorded a
maximum of 36.7 degrees Cel-

sius. The city received 43.8 mm

rainfall in the 24-hour period
till 8:30 am.,

The regional forecasting cen-
tre of the IMD said on and off
Pre-monsoan rains are going to
continue in the national capital
on Monday and Tuesday.

Several areas of eastern Raj-
asthan received rainfall on Mon-
day and the weather office in
Jaipur predicted more down-
pour in many parts of the state
on Tuesday.

With 43.8 degrees Celsius,
Sriganganagar was the hottest

recarded place, followed by 42.9
degrees Celsius in Bikaner, 42.3
degrees Celsius in Jaisalmer,
41.2 degrees Celsius in Jodhpur,
41 degrees Celsius in Barmer,
40.4 degrees Celsius in Ajmer,
39.5 degrees Celsiug in Churu,
39 degrees Celsius in Jaipur and
38.6 degrees Celsius in Kota, the
Jaipur weather office said.

It said 54 mm rainfall was
recorded in Deogarh of Kota.
Apart from this, there were
showers al many places in
Alwar, Tonk, Thunjhunu, Sikar,
Jaipur, Baran and Thalawar dis-
tricts. Heavy rains may occur in
Chittorgarh, Bhilwara, Dungar-
pur, Pratapgarh and Jhalawar
distriets of eastern Rajasthan,
it said.

On the other hand, strong
winds along with thunderstorm
is likely in Jaipur, Alwar, Sikar,
JThunjhuny, Churu, Sriganga-
nagar, Bikaner and Hanuman-
garh district, the weather office
added. The maximum lemper-
atures hovered below normal
limits in Haryana and Punjab on

Monday, with common capital
Chandigarh recording a high of
34.5 degrees Celsius.

The maximum tempera-
ture in Chandigarh was three
notches below the normal, it
added. Ambala in Haryana
recorded a high of 34 8 degrees
Celsius, down three notches
against the normal. Hisar
recorded a high of 35 degrees
Celsius, six degrees below the
normal. Karnal recorded a high
of 34 degrees Celsius, three
below normal.

Amritsar in Punjab reg-
istered a maximum of 37.5
degrees Celsius, one degree
below the normal. Ludhiana
and Patiala also recorded below-
normal maximum lemperatiures
at 34.9 degrees Celsius and 355
degrees Celsius respectively.

Aceording to the weather
forecast for Punjab, light to
moderate rain or thunder-
showers are likely at a few places
on Tuesday, at most places on
Wednesday and at many places
on Thursday.
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Haryana decides to set up plant
for bottled drinking water

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH: Haryana
Government has decided to
set up a Mineral Water Plant
for manufacturing of bot-
tled mineral drinking water
under the brand name ‘Hary-
ana Fresh' through Pub-
lic Health Engineering
Department.

Further, the first rural
sewerage system under the
Mahagram Scheme will be
inaugurated in village Sotai
in Faridabad en August 15,
2020,

These decisions were taken
in the 53rd meeting of Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
of Public Health Engineer-
ing Department held under
the Chairmanship of Chiel

Minister Manohar Lal here
today.

CM directed the Depart-
ment to chalk out the modali-
ties for the setting up of this
plant.

Initially, the bottled min-
eral water from the plant
would be made available to
the government institutions.

Later, mineral waler
Reverse Osmosis  (RO)
plants would be set up in
the educational institu-
tions to provide clean and
fresh drinking water to the
students.

It was also decided in the
meeting that a comprehen-
sive testing laboratory would
be et up in all districts of
the State wherein apart from
the drinking water; quality of

other eatables would also be
checked.

Manohar Lal said that
to provide elean and ade-
quate drinking water facil-
ity to the people is among
the top priorities of the State
Government.

Directing the department
toensure that there is no short-
age of drinking water supply in
urban and rural areas espe-
cially during the summer sea-
son, he also sought the detailed
plan prepared by the depart-
ment for the drinking water
supply in different areas of the
State.

It was informed in the
meeting that the total outlay
of the Public Health Engineer-
ing Department i Bs 3676.10

Lrore.
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Bihar facesflood threats
as Nepal stops repair
works on Gandak dam

S et

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
PATMNA, 22 JUNE

Bihar faces severe flood threats
thisyear asNepal has stopped
repair works of several river
embankments, claiming the
areas as its own. This has
delayed the completion of
repair workseven as the mon-
soon has already arrived and
several districts have received
good rain. Most of the north
Bihar rivers originate from
MNepal and that has further
added to the worry of a huge
population settled near the
embankments.

Water resources depart-
ment officials said Nepal has
stopped anti-erosion works
being carried outon the right
embankment of Lal Bakey
river in Dhaka block of east
Champaran district, caim-
ing that some parts of the
construction falls under its
territory. Finding the situation
tense, the local district mag-
istrate Shirshat kapil Ashokhas
reported the matter to the
Bihar government as well as
the Centre. However, theissue
remains unresolved.

Bihar waterresources min-
ister Sanjay Jha while con-
firming the incident said that
such incidents had neverhap-
penedin the past. “They (Nepal)
arenot allowing repairworkfor
Gandak dam that takes place
inLalBakeyariverin no man's
land. Also, they've stopped
repair work atseveralother loca-
tions. For the first time, we're

facing such a problem,” Thatold

newsmen today.

Theminister said thelocal
engineers and the district
magisirate were holding talks
withtheauthoritiesc
and too wouldwrite a letter to
theMinistryof External Affairs.
“If the issue is not addressed
soon, then major parts of
Bihar will be flooded,” the
minister revealed.

Bihar Opposition leader
and Rashtriya JanataDal (RD)
legislator Tejashwi Yadav
slammed the state govern-
ment for acting late and try-
ingto put the blame on the Cen-
tre. “The Bihar government is
rying to put the onus on the
centre when themonscon has
arrived. The entire northern
region of Biharindanger of get-
ting flooded,” Tejashwi said.

Thisis not the first time that
Nepal has staked claim over
Indian territories. The neigh-
bouring country has already
passed its new political map
which showskey areas of Lip-
ulekh, Kalapani and Limpiyad-
hura in Uttarakhand as part of
Nepal.

The fresh development
comes barely a week after
China laid its claim over the
strategic Galwan wvalley in
Ladakh asthetwo Asian giants
finally indulged in bitter face-
off on the eastern border,
claiming casualties from either
side. Although it isnot known
how many Chinese soldiers
werekilledin thescuffle, atotal
of 20 Indian soldiers lost their
lives, prompting India to put
the army on alert.
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sunderbans likely to lose Gangetic dolphins
owing to rise in salinity levels in mangroves

SOUMYADIP MULLICK
KOLKATA, 22 JUNE

Adayafterthefullmooninthe
world's largest mangrove for-

est, marine biologist Dr. Mahua
Roy Chowdhury, set sail during
ﬂlehighﬁde,ﬁngwiﬂlsummg
currents, tospot oneofthemost

elusive and end angered species

ofthe Sunderbans- the Platanista

Gangetica or Gangetic dol-
hins

The researcher testified to |
TheStatesman thatthetiming |

struck wonders for her as she
spotted apod of playful Gangetic

dolphins, against thestrongeur- =

rent created by the high tides
in the mighty rivers that flow
into the heart of this “tide
country” where change is
inevitable while adaptation
can bearduous. “Of adult dol-
phins, their head and dorsalfins
can bespottedwhile acalf does
a complete U-turn when it
j outandinto thewater,”
she highlighted. Dr. Roy Chowd-
hury said, “Over the years,
due to rise in saline levels,
these creatures are receding
from the forest waters.” Post-
CycloneAmphan, themarine
biologist fears, the abnormal
spurtin saline levelsmay rule
out possibilities of further
sightings of thesemammalsin
Sunderbans area which is
rapidlylosing outonitsfresh-

water due to rising sea-levels
while the Farakka Barragehas
cut-offthein-flow of freshwater
to the myriad of streams and
channels of the world s largest
mangrove forest.

The Platanista Gangetica
have long snouts and prefer
dwelling in freshwater unlike
their Irawaddy counterparts

snoutsresemblingkillerwhales
and preferring saline waters,
said Dr Roy Chowdhurywho
meticulously studied these
species in her surveys in Sun-
derbans.

Duringher recentsurveys,
she had spotted pods of the
Gangeticdolphinsin atleast six
to seven pockets in the delta-
ic region. Recalling from her
volumesofesearch data, she
mentioned the Hatania Doa-
nia River near Namkhana in
Kakdwip sub-division- a part
ofthe Sunderban setlements
- where she spotted 18 to 20
Gangetic dolphins. She high-
lighted that these mammals
need certain hydrological para-
meters to thrive, including
facmrs ]J{]xcmgood depth, high

uences. Thehigh
tldebrmgsforﬂlbcunﬁfulﬁm
with strong currents which
pleases their appetites.

The marine biologist is,

however, optimistic thatwhat
may beloston theswings, can
be gained on the roundabouts.

Shepointed out, with these
dolphins retreating from the
Sunderbans area, the chances
of sightingswill increase in the
upper stretches of the river
beyond Farakka. She backed
her claims sayinga good num-
ber of Gangetic dolphinswere
spotted near Diamond Harbour
whileat present, withthe onset
of monsoon, chancesofspot-
ting these agile and intelli-

ent creatures, near the con-

uence of Rupnarayan,
Damodar and Mundeshwari
Rivers, areripe. She had spot-
ted around eight in this loca-
tion during her surveys.

Dr. Roy Chowdhuryadded,
“Sunderbans thoughstillhave
a healthy presence of Ganges
sharks while the Trrawaddy
dolphins could be spotted even
agood six to seven years back
in the region.”
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Capital set to welcome monsoon on Wednesday

New Delhi, June 22: The
national capital wit-
nessed a spell of rains on
Monday morning which
kept the mercury in
check but left many areas
in the city waterlogged.

The meteorological
department said rains
would continue over the
next few days as the mon-
soon was expected to
reach the city on
Wednesday.

The rains are a result of
a trough running from
north Punjab to north-
west Bay of Bengal across
Harvana, south Uttar
Pradesh, Jharkhand and
north coastal Odisha.

The Safdarjung
Observatory, which pro-
vides representative fig-

Commuters wade across a waterlogged street following
pre-monsoon rains at Ashok Nagar in New Delhi on
Monday. — PRITAM BANDYOPADHYAY

ures for Delhi, recorded a  hour period till 8:30 am.

maximum of 36.7 degrees  The weather station at
Celsius. The city received Lodhi Road gauged 44.4
43.8 mm rainfall in the 24- mm precipitation, accord-

ing to the IMD.

Humidity levels in the
city shot up to 98 per cent
due to the rains.

Many areas and key
road stretches reported
heavy waterlogging.

Kuldee Srivastava,
head of the regional fore-
casting centre of the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD), said
on and off pre-monsoon
rains are going to contin-
ue in the national capital
on Monday and Tuesday.
The monsoon will reach
the city by Wednesday
after covering western

Uttar Pradesh.
According to weather
experts, earlier than

usual arrival of the mon-
soon in Delhi can be

attributed to a cyclonic
circulation over West
Bengal and the neigh-
bourhood which moved
towards southwest Uttar
Pradesh on June 19 and
June 20.

“It helped in further
advancement of the mon-
soon, It is expected to
cover west Uttar Pradesh,
and some parts of
Uttarakhand by June 22
and 23," Srivastava said.
Thereafter, it will make
an onset in Delhi,
Haryana and Punjab
starting Wednesday, he
said.

The India Meteorological
Department has predicted
103 per cent (normal) rain-
fall for Delhi this monsoon
SEAS0N. — PTI

A boy walks with his cycle on a flooded road along the bank of the Brahmaputra

river, flowing above the danger mark, in Guwahati on Monday.

— PTI
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Maha rains bring good
inflows into KLIS barrages

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Even as Telangana received
deficit rainfall of over 71 per
cent from the pre-monsoon
showers and the monsoon
yet to make a grand entry to
the State, rainsinduced by a
low pressure area in catch-
ment areas of Pranahitha
river in Vidarbha region in
Maharashtra have brought
good inflows into the two
main barrages of Kalesh-
waram  Lift Irrigation
Scheme (KLIS).

According to KLIS engi-
neers, Pranahitha, the tribu-
tary of Godavari, has been
bringing in 11,100 cusecs of
water into Lakshmi Barrage
(Medigadda) as on Monday.
The barrage with a Full
Reservoir Level of of over
100 metres has storage ca-
pacity of 16.17 TMC. At pres-
ent, the project is holding
4.05 TMC of water. Out-
flows at the barrage are
13,500 cusecs. At the
Saraswathi Barrage (An-

At Saraswathi Barrage, inflows were 900 cusecs as on Monday.

naram), the inflows are 900
cusecs as on Monday.

Barrage capacity

The barrage with a full ca-
pacity 0f10.87 TMC is hold-
ing 4.21 TMC of water. No
gates have been opened and
the pumps are also not in
operation. At Parvathi Bar-
rage (Sundilla) which has
full capacity of 8.83 TMC,
the present capacity is 4.316
TMC and there were no in-
flows as on Monday. Ac-

cording to KLIS Engineer-
in-Chief Nalla
Venkateswarlu, only in-
flows above 15,000 cusecs
can be considered copious.
He said that rains in catch-
ment areas of the upper ri-
parian State will bring more
water in the next few days.

Meanwhile, IMD said the
cyclonic circulation over
north interior Odisha will
further advance south-west
monsoon bringing rains to
Telangana.
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E; lakes, dams in Mumbai
have water for just 42 days

Mumbai: The seven lakes and
dams that are the source of
drinking water in Mumbai
hawe a stock that would last
for just 42 days, Hindustan
Times reported. As the city
has not seen significant rain-
fall in the lakes' catchment ar-
eas yet, there has been no
surge in water levels even
with the first month of mon-
500N nearing its end.

But the civic agency's offi-
cials have assured that asa
bountiful monsoonis ex-
pected, the water would be re-
plenished soon.

The current water stock is
just10.68% of the total stock.
On Sunday, the water stock
thatis useful in all sevenlakes
was at 1.54 lakh litres. The to-
tal storage capacityis 14.47
lakh litres.

During the same time in
2019, the seven lakes - Upper
Vaitarna, Middle Vaitarna,
Modak Sagar, Tansa, Bhatsa,
Vihar, and Tulsi - together
had 82,829 litres of water. But
this year's level is less than
13.09% which was seen in
2018 in the same duration,
the report said.

Notably, Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation hadin
2018, had ordered a 10% wa-
ter cut across the city.

P
--., R |

Aunthorities have, howewver,
said that sofar, no such move
has been planned.

“This yvear, the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD)
has predicted normal rainfall
in Mumbai. So far the rainfall
in Upper Vaitarna and Middle
Vaitarna and some other
dams are better than last
year,” P Velrasu, additional
municipal commissioner (Hy-
draulic department) told HT.
He added that there isno rea-
son to woITy vet.

According to the BMC's re-
portaccessed by the publica-
tion, at Modak Sagar, 25% of
water stock is available, Tansa
possessed 11.37%, Middle
Vaitarna 14.239%, Bhatsa
9,72%, Vihar 22.27% and
Tulsihas 30.64% of useful wa-
ter level. However, upper
Vaitarna had run out of the
useful water stock.

These lakes are situated in
Thane and Palghar districts
and their catchment areas are
located in Nashik, Thane and
Palghar districts.
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