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State goes in for
micro irrigation

SvusHIL Manav
TEIFUNE NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JUNE 23

With groundwater resources
depleting fast and canal
water insufficient to meet
farmers’ needs by conserva-
tive flood irrigation method,
Haryana has bagged four
micro  irrigation projects
worth Rs 1,200 crore, funded
largely by the Centre.

The projects that involve
micro irrigation schemes
like drip and sprinkler irriga-
tion will have nearly 64 per
cent funding by way of loans
from NABARD and 13 per
cent in the shape of subsidy
from the Centre.

Devender Singh, Addition-
al Chief Secretary, Irrigation
and Water Resources, said
the Centre had set up a
micro irrigation fund with an
initial provision of Rs 6,000
crore in 2019-20, and by tak-
ing swift action, the govern-
ment was able to get sanc-
tion for four big projects.

The projects are Hs 500-
crore micro irrigation proj-
ects using treated water
from sewage treatment
plants, s 400-crore project
using Bhakra waters on the
public-private partnership
mode, Rs 189-crore projects
on existing canal commands
and Rs 113-crore farm water
micro irrigation projects.

“The government is con-
scious of conservation of
water and has taken steps to
cover more areas under
micro irrigation to address
the water scarcity issue and
arrest the fall in groundwater
table. The government has
constituted the Micro Irriga-
tion Authority for implemen-

BAGS 4 PROJECTS
WORTH 1,200 CR
BI500-crore irigation projects

using treated water from
sewage treatment plants

BTA400-crore project using
Bhakra waters on PPP mode

B T189-crore projects on
existing canal commands

®m¥113-crore farm water
micro irrigation projects

tation of microirrigation proj-
ects in abig way,” said Singh.

He said the state govern-
ment had notified treated
waste water use policy, which
provided for 25 per cent use of
treated waste water in the
municipality and the rest tobe
used by the industry, power
plants and irrigation. This
micro irrigation project was a
step towards implementing
this policy This would benefit
7,500 farmers in 105 villages.

The cost of the project was
Es 2.14 lakh per hectare and
farmers’ share would only be
Rs 12,750, of which they
would pay Rs 4250 in the
beginning and the rest in 10
vearly instalments. Singh
said community-based micro
irrigation schemes were pro-
posed on canal outlets of
eight channels in the Bhakra
canal by farming water user
associations in Fatehabad,
Sirsa and Hisar districts.

“Common infrastructure
will be provided in the com-
mand area of each outlet to be
covered under this project,
which will be installed by the
Command Area Develop-
ment Authority (CADA)
through a concessionaire on
the PPP mode,” he said.
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Monsoon to hit
region in 2 days

NEW DELHI, JUNE23

Having touched Uttarak-
hand, the monsoon is expect-
ed to arrive in Haryana, Pun-
jab, Delhi and Chandigarh
over the next 48 hours, the
IMD said today.

Conditions were becoming
favourable  for  further
advance into remaining parts
of Gujarat, MP, UP, Haryana,
Chandigarh and Delhi, most
parts of Punjab and some
parts of Rajasthan during the
next two days.

Widespread rains are likely
over Uttarakhand and UP over
the nedt fourdive days. While
the weather iz expected to
remain dry in Punjab on June
26-27, monsoon will pick up
pace again around the week-
end, saymetearologists. —TNS
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hindustantimes

China road projects changed course of rivers,
expanded its territory: Nepal govt document

ShishirGupta ..

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Massiveroad develop-
mentprojectsinthe Tibet Auton-
omous Region have resulted in
rivers changing course and
expanding China’s boundary into
the northernterritories of Nepal,
according to a document from
Nepal'sagriculturedepartment.

The document, accessed by
HT, said patchesof Nepalese ter-
ritory in several districts were
encroached on by China, and it
cautioned Beijing could take over
moreterritoryinthenorthifthe
riverscontinueto change course.
Thelossof Nepalese territory due
torivers changing course could
runinto “hundreds ofhectares”,
it said. “Thereisa high possibility
that over the period of time,
China may develop its Border
Observation Post of Armed Police
in those territories,” the docu-

ment fromtheagricultureminis-
try'ssurvey department said.
Nepal, which sharesa bound-
ary with China in the north, has
43hillsand mountainsthatactas
the natural boundary between
the two countries. The two sides
havesix check posts fortrade.
The department assessed that
the changing course of 11 rivers
already costNepal 36 hectares, or
0.36 sq km, across the four dis-
trictsof Humla, Rasuwa, Sindhu-
palchowk and Sankhuwasabha.
The encroachment of 36 hec-
taresby China wasfirst reported
tothe KP Sharma Oli government
last year. There werestreet pro-
tests after the lossof Nepaleseter-
ritory to China emerged in the
localmedia but the government,
accused by Oli’s detractors of
attempting tocosy upto China's
communist party, plaved down
the encroachmentby the Chinese
and channelled the public out-

rage against Indiaover new maps
issued by New Delhilast Novem-
ber after the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir was split
intotwounion territories.

Oli went on to ramp up differ-
ences with India over Kalapani,
Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh,
spread over 330 sq km, in May
after Chinese intervention
helped him survive a rebellion
within his party. That interven-
tion, however, meant he had to
scrap two ordinances promul-
gated just five days earlier.

Oliseized the opportunity after
defence minister Rajnath Singh
opened an 80-kmroad thatends at
Lipulekh passon the border with
Tibet. Analystsin New Delhi and
Kathmandu believe Oli’s hard
push for Nepal's new political
map was an effort to whip up
ultra-nationalistic sentiments
targetingIndia toconsolidate his
position in the government and

theparty. Thisiswhy,a diplomat
in New Delhisaid, didn't inform
Parliament before it voted onthe
map earlier this month that he
had ignored an offer of dialogue
between theforeign secretaries of
thetwo countries.

Instead, hegave parliamenta-
riansthe impression his govern-
ment was forced to push the
envelope since New Delhi had
declined his offer for dialogue.

New Delhi hardened its posi-
tionafter the map wascleared by
Nepal's Parliament this month,
assertingitwasforhim tocreate
aconducive atmosphere in case
he is interested in bilateral dia-
logue onthe boundary issue.

Nepaleseofficials, speakingon
condition of anonymity, ques-
tioned the veracity of the survey
showing loss of land to the Chi-
nese side and said such matters
are handled by the survey depart-
ment underthe ministry ofland

reform and management.

“Nepal and China have an
agreed boundary and established
protocols. The horder has been
completely mappedand there are
pillars and established mecha-
nismsfor dealing withany issue
that may arise,” said one of the
people cited above.

“There are also periodic
inspectionsbetween the twosides
andany issuesthat could cropup
on the ground are dealt with by
thetwosides,” the person added.

The officials acknowledged
that Nepal and India are yet to
reach a similarstage in their han-
dlingofthe border, whichis yet to
be completely mapped. The
Indian side said earlier this
month that almost 98% of the
1,750-km land and riverine bor-
derbetween India and Nepalhas
been delineated and differences
remainonly in Kalapani in Uttar-
akhandand Sustasector in Bihar.
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B Sowing helps; MGNREGA jobs up 53%

Rural jobs back to
pre-lockdown level

SANGEETHA G
CHENNAI, JUNE 23

The unemployment rate in
rural India has dropped
below pre-lockdown levels,
with an increase in person-
days under the MGNREGA
and a rise in kharif sowing
activity, The overall unem-
plovment rate, too, has
come down to prelock-
down levels despite the
urban rate staying higher.

The rural unemployment
rate stood at 7.26 per cent
in the week ended June 21.
This is lower than 8.3 per
cent in the pre-lockdown
week ended March 22 as
well as the average unem-
plovment rates in
February and March 2020,
which were 7.34 per cent
and 8.4 per cent, respective-
Iv. However, it is a little
higher than the 13-week
average pre-lockdown rate
of 6.8 per cent, as per the
data from CMIE. During
the 13-week lockdown peri-
od, the average rural
unemployment rate had
gone up to 20.3 per cent.

The relaxation of the
lockdown has helped in
alleviating unemployment
in general. Rural India has
gained by the increase in
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGN-
REGA) activities and by a
rise in kharif sowing, says
Mahesh Vyas, managing
director of CMIE.

The person-days of jobs
created in May 2020 by the
MGNREGA shot up to 565
million, which is 53 per
cent higher than the 370
million person-days of jobs

» Rural unemployment rate stood at 7.26% in
the week ended June 21, lower than 8.3% in the
pre-lockdown week ended March 22

b Average unemployment rates in February and
March were 7.34% and 8.4%

created in May 2019.
Arouand 33 million house-
holds benefited from the
scheme in May, which is 55
per cent higher than that
in the year-ago month.

Further, the southwest
monsoon began on time
and moved into central and
western India ahead of
schedule. Rainfall during
the first fortnight was 32
per cent higher than the
long-period average, help-
ing kharif sowing move up
394 per cent higher com-
pared to the same period
last vear MGNREGA activ-
ities also have helped
Kharif sowing.

The rise in rural employ-
ment rate has also helped
the overall unemployment
rate fall to its pre-lockdown
level of 8.5 per cent in the
week ended June 21, The

rate had spiked from 8.75
per cent in March to 23.5
per cent in April and May
and had peaked at 27.1 per
cent in the week ended
May 3. The overall unem-
ployment rate had started
falling thereafter

Though urban unemploy-
ment too has fallen sharply,
it is still higher than the
pre-lockdown levels, In the
latest week ended June 21,
the rate was down to 11.2
per cent. This is still over
200 basis points higher
than the 9 per cent average
in the period before the
lockdown.

While many cities and
towns have started opening
up, some of the larger
cities like Chennai and
Delhi have moved back
from reduced restrictions
to stricter restrictions.
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Bihar CM chairs
meeting to review
work on floods

OUR CORRESPONDENT

PATNA: A high-level
meeting was chaired by
Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar here on Tuesday
for reviewing preparedness
in the face of rising water
levels of rivers originat-
ing in Nepal and flowing
through the states northern
districts which has off late
become a serious issue.

At the meeting where
Water Resources minister
Sanjay Kumar Jha and top
officials led by Chief Secre-
tary Deepak Kumar were
present, the chief minis-
ter instructed that flood
control measures be com-
pleted at the earliest and
Nepalese authorities be
taken into loop wherever
required.
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Assam faces second wave of
floods; one dead, 37,000 hit

OUR CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI: Second wave of
floods hit Assam on Tuesday as
incessant rainfall occurred at
several places, killing one per-
son and affecting nearly 37,000
people across four districts,
the state disaster management
authority said on Tuesday.

According to the daily
flood report of the Assam State
Disaster Management Author-
ity (ASDMA), one person died
at Nazira in Sivasagar district
due to gushing waters. With
this, the death toll in this year's
floods has gone up to 11 in the
state.

ASDMA said almost 37,000
persons have been affected due
to floods in Dhemaiji, Jorhat,
Sivasagar and Dibrugarh dis-
tricts. Dhemaji is the worst
hit with nearly 15,000 people
affected, followed by Sivasagar
with more than 14,000 people
and Dibrugarh with around
6,500 persons,

At present, 99 villages are
under water and 4,329 hectares
of crop areas have been dam-
aged, ASDMA said.

It further said authorities
are running 37 relief camps and
distribution centres in two dis-
tricts, where 1,071 people are
taking shelter currently.

Deccan Herald 24-Jun-2020

CMdirectsto expedite KC Valley, Yettinaholeprojects

BEMGALURL, DHNS: Chief
Blimister B 8 Yediyurappa
directed the authorites to
expedite KC Valley and Yetd-
nahole proects, following a
meetngwith the elected rep-
resertatves from Kolar, here
or Tues day.

While 400 MLD treated
waterhastobereleased tothe

lakes in Kolar district under
the KCWValley project, only 284
MLD treated water was re-
ceived from Bengalum, some
of the MLAs complained.
Yediyurappa told the BWE
SBtotakemeasures tocheck
this and ensure that enough
sevwage water is treated. The
delegation of Kaolar MLAs

was led by former speaker K
E Ramesh Kumar of the Comr
Zress.

Yediyurappa also assured
the delegation that the gow
ETTIITL eT1t Was talin g m easime s
to expedite the Yettnahole
project. “We are working to
rem ove any hirdle sinthe land
arquisitionprocess,” he said.

B— — AL P e
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VELIGONDA PROJECT

Oustees seek increase

® Say the Rs 12.5 lakh R&R
package being offered to them
is not enough as many of them
have piled up debts up to
Rs 10 lakh from private lenders
since they are not given any
govt benefits after their
villages have been notified as
submerged ones

@ They demand compensation
of at least Rs 20 lakh taking
wife and husband as unit,
instead of entire household

® Officials identified around
7,555 families from
11 submerging villages
and promised to
construct rehabilitation
colonies for them

NARESH NANDAM

Markapuram (Prakasam district):
The displaced families of the Pula
Subbaiah Veligonda Project inthe
district say that the Rs 12.5 lakh
compensation being offered to
them as rehabilitation and reset-
tlement (R&R) package is not
enough and demand the govern-
ment to increase it to at least Bs
20 lakh. They say that due to the
non-implementation of govern-
ment schemesin the project-sub-
merging villages, they were forced
to take private loans and will be
left with nothing after clearing
them with compensation amount.

Veligonda project, whose con-
struction started in 2005, will
draw 43.58 tmc ft of floodwater
from the backwaters of Srisailam
reservoir after completion. The
water travels through two tunnels
of more than18 km in length and
fills Nallamala Sagar with 10 tmc
ft dead storage capacity, con-
structed by closing three natural
gaps between hills at Sunkesula,
Gottipadiya, and Kakarla. Once
floodwater isreceived, the project
provides water to nearly4.47 lakh
acre land fully utilised, 15.25lakh
people get the safe drinking water
in 737 villages in 23 mandals of
Prakasam, 5 mandals of Nellore,
and two mandals of Kadapa dis-
tricts. The officials identified that
about 7,555 families from 11 sub-
merging villages viz.,, Sunkesula,
Kalanuthala, Gundamcherla,
Chintalamudipi, Katamra-
juthanda, Gottipadia, Rama-

b
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An everview of Sunkesula village (Right) Veligonda dam at Sunkesula village

lingeswarapuram, Sainagar, Kr-
ishnanagar, Akkacheruvu and
Lakshmipuram will be affected by
the construction of the Veligonda
project. The government identi-
fied places for constructing the
settlement colonies at Idupuru1,
2 and 3, Thokapalli, Goguladinne,
Vemulakota, and Ondutla started
to provide internal roads, school,
aanganwadi center, community
hall, temple, church, peerla cha-
vidietc.

In arecentmeeting, the govern-
ment has decided to provide Rs
12.50 lakh as one-time settlement
of the R&R package. It estimated
that atotal of Rs1,301 croresis re-
quired for the package. The dis-
placed families expressed dissat-
isfaction and demanded
enhanced compensation.

Bandi Yesuratnam of Sunke-
sula said that they are poor and
were living in the same village for
generationstilling land. “We have
not receiving any government
benefits ever since our villages
have been notified as submerged
villagesforcingus to avail. Weare
taking private loans at hefty inter-
est. Almost 90 per cent of the af-
fected families are small farmers
and farm workers with each fam-
ily having loans of nearly Rs
10lakh,” he said.

Y Kondalu, another villager,
said YSRCP leaders during elec-
tion campaign promised Rs 24
lakh under R&R package if they
come to the power. He said in the
past15 years, many farmers have
spent nearly Rs 7 to 8 lakhs just
to dig borewells for the water for
crops by taking loans from others.
Now the government is announc-
ing to complete the first tunnel
and provide watersoon, butwith-

d package

Project displaced villagers express
concern as road laid under H'T wires

Hans NEWs SERVICE

Markapuram: The rehabilitation
colonies for the displaced families
under the Veligonda project are a
perfect example of the negligence
of government officials.

Theengineers, who need to pre-
pare the layout, construct and over-
see the works left the works to the
contractors, who in turn depended
on the ground-level staff, who
blindly followed the design without
using any common sense.

The officials and contractors who
should provide the infrastructure in
the settlement colonies neglected
the safety of the people, who are
about to vacate their native villages
permanently for the welfare of
lakhs of paople. High tension elec-
tricity transmission lines exist at the
site selected for construction of
ldupuru-1 Colony for the project dis-
placed.

But the engineers didn't give a
second thought and designed a con-

High tension electricity
lines exist at the site
selected for construction

of colony for Veligonda
Project oustees

crete road, just to intersect a tower
that holds high tension power ca-
bles and laid it. The locals, who wit-
nessed the work by the officials, are
worried about the quality of houses
they are going to build for them.

The EE at Markapuram, Potluri
Chinababu, said that the district of-
ficials discussed the road under
tower earlier, but the department
couldn't take any action on the con-
tractor, as the officials also might
have been involved in the construc-
tion. He said that they wanted to
obstruct the road by placing cement
blocks on the entrance of the road.

He said that they will utilise the
plot beside it to construct the road
to give diversion.

out considering the sacrifices of
thepeople in submerging villages.
The government should enhance
the R&R package to Rs 20 lakh
and consider the wife and hus-
band as one unit instead of the
household, he demanded.
Thefamilies of the submerging
villages submitted a representa-
tion to the Markapuram RDOand
announced to organise a ‘Chalo
Amaravati’, However, the officials
say that they have not got any or-
dersfrom the government yet and

advised the people to restrain for
now. The special deputy collector
of the Veligonda project, B Chan-
draleela, said that they have not
yet finalised the package as the
government order is not re-
ceived. She said that the govern-
ment hasconsidered the package
given to the Polavaram oustees
and approved the recommenda-
tions made by the higher officials.
She said that she will forward the
concerns of the locals to the gov-
ermnment.
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