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Monsoon sets in 2 weeks early

RISKY RIDE: An overloaded ferry crosses the Ganga in Patna on Friday. pri

® New Delhi: The Southwest Monsoon B The department said seasonal rains “have
today covered the remaining parts of been good andwelldistributed” sofar. The
Rajasthan, Haryana and Punjab, thus cov-  formationof alow pressure area over the Bay
ering the entire country neary two weeks of Bengala nd cyclonic circulation over Cen-
ahead of its schedule, the IMD said. tral India helped it cover the country. ms
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Early monsoon brings
o

cheers

Entire country
covered 12 davs

in advance
RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

he Southwest monsoon

covered the entire country
on Friday, 12 days earlier than
the expected scheduled date,
bringing in cheers to the
farmers. The monsoon nsual-
Iy covers the whaole country by
July 8.

The monsoon further
advanced into the remaining
parts of Rajasthan, Haryana,
and Punjab on Friday morni
Gusty winds and rain lashed
isolated places in Delhi and
some districts in Rajasthan_

According to the India
Meteorological Department
{IME¥), the southwest monsoon
during the same period was
155.2 millimetres against the
normal rainfall of 128 mm
which is 21 per cent more than
normal. 5o far, in the first 26
days of the four-month mon-
soon season that started in
Tune, out of 683 districts in the
country, 520 have received 77
per cent rainfall Only 163 dis-
tricts have received deficient
rains so far.

Dr Kuldeep Shrivastava,
head of the regional weather
forecasting centre, said mon-
soon has covered entire India
on June 26, 2020. The remain-
ing parts of Punjab, Haryana,
and Rajasthan were coverad by
monsocn on Friday.

The monsoon advanced
ahead of time due to a low-

A

pressure area over the Bay of
Bengal, which moved west-
northwestwards and another
cyclonic circulation over cen-
tral India. The two events cre-
ated favourable conditions for
the monsoon. Due to the shift-
ing of the monsoon trough
northwards and convergence of

Cammuters lond a waleriogged stresl alier haay r

"i,-_-.-_ B S

ainfall, im Paina, on Friday

PTl

strong southerly and south-
westerly winds from Bay of
Bengal over northeast and
adjoining east India, wide-
spread and heavy to very heavy
rainfall will continue owver the
northeast and east India during
the next three days.
Continuwed on Page 2

Early monsoon...

From Page 1

Heavy rain in Bihar and
eastern Uttar Pradesh is due to
a monsoon trough running
from Punjab to east Bihar
across Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh, the IMD said, adding
that very heavy rain is likely at
some places in easterm UP
during next three or four days.
Red alert from heavy rain con-
tinues in the States of Assam,
Sikkim, Himalayan foothills
of Bengal and Meghalaya.

Madhya Prades has
received the maximum - 114 per
cent - exoess rainfall, C i
a close second at 104 per cent.
Giujarat, Geoa and Maharashtra
too have received 67 per cent, 51
per cent and 49 per cent muore
rainfall than what they receive
during the period.

Tamil Madu received 46 per
cent less rainfall than what it
receives during the iod:
Puducherry and Kerala have
recorded 23 per cent and 10 per
cent less rainfall - while central
Indian States have received
excess or large excess raintall

The monsoon usually hits
Kerala on June 1 and it takes

about 45 days to reach Sri
Ganganagar in western
Rajasthan, its last outpost in the
country.

A good monsoon, which
accounts for 70 per cent of
India’s annual rainfall, is criti-
cal to the fortunes of the agri-
cultural sector, on which at
least 700 million people are
dependent for a livelihood.
The monsoon is crucial for the
yield of rice, wheat, sugarcane
and oilseeds in a country where
farming accounts for ut 15
per cent of the economy bt
employs more than half of its
people. As per the IMD, there
will be no rain in central India
during this period, and the
monsoon will advance wery
slowty. Tuby and Augnst are very
important months for agricul-
ture, and we are expecting a
favourable monsoon during
those two months.

The early arrival of mon-
soon was last recorded in 2013,
when the entire country was
covered by June 16. This had
also coincided with the dead-
ly Uttarakhand flash floods.
“After 2013, monsoon has cov-
ered the country so rapidly this
year!” IMD said.
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FULL COVERAGE, AHEAD OF SCHEDULE

Monsoon covered the entire country by 12 days ahead of its normal pattern. The last time the
advance of the monsoon was this early was in 2013 when it covered the country by June 16
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THE SPREAD

Progress was normal
over south and east
India, a week's delay
over northeast and 7
to 12 days early
advance over central
and northwest India

+22%

All India

+13%

East & Northeast

+13%

Northwest

+44%

Central

+6%

South Peninsula

Source; IMD, Govt of India

Over 250k hit as floods worsen in Assam

Utpal Parashar

« letters@hindustantimes.com

GUWAHATI: With heavy rainfall
continuing in most parts of the
state on Friday, the flood situa-
tion in Assam has worsened.
Over 250,000 people have been
affected in 16 of the state’s 33 dis-
tricts.

Accordingto Assam State Dis-
aster Management Authority, 704
villages in 40 revenue circles in
Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Biswa-
nath, Udalguri, Darrang, Baksa,
Nalbari, Kokrajhar, Barpeta,
Nagaon, Golaghat, Jorhat,
Majuli, Sibsagar, Dibrugarhand
Tinsukia districts areaffected by
floods.

Onenersondied duetodrown-

NEW DELHE Bhutan on Friday
said the supply ofriver
waterto Assam has been
disrupted because irriga-
tion channels have been
affected by heavy monsoon
rains, dismissingreports
that theflow of water had

FLOW OF RIVER WATERS HIT
DUE TO RAINS, SAYS BHUTAN

been deliberately stopped.
People familiar with
developments in New Delhi
saidoncondition ofano-
nymity that thereports of
Bhutan deliberately stop-
pingthe supply of water

were “nottrue”. HTC

ingin Dibrugarh on Friday tak-
ingthetotalnumber of deathsdue
tofloodsinthisseason to16. Over
2.5]lakh peopleare affected across
the state with Dhemaji (88,269)
and Tinsukia (59,261) being the
worst affected districts. A totalof

18,234 people uprooted due to
flooding aretakingshelterin 142
camps in nine of the affected dis-
tricts. Rescue personnel evacu-
ated 151 people trapped due to
floods in Dhemaji, Nalbari and
Dibrugarh districts on Fridav.

Accordingto abulletinby Cen-
tral Water Commission, Brahma-
putra wasflowingabovethedan-
gerlevel at Nematighatin Jorhat
district, Dhubritownand Tezpur
in Sonitpurdistrict. Several other
rivers, including Burhidihing,
Dhansiri, Jia Bharali, Puthimari,
Pagladiya, Manas, Beki and
Sankosh, werealsoflowingabove
the redmark atseveral places.

Accordingtothe India Meteor-
ological Department, “Fairly
widespread to widespread rain-
fall with isolated heavy to very
heavy rainfall very likely to con-
tinue over northeast India till
Monday.” It warned that
“extremely heavyrainfallisalso
likely over Assam and Meghal-
avatillJune 27.”
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CITY TO WITNESS
NO RAIN FOR
48HRS, SAYS IMD

T.S.S.
SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 26

The dry spell in the city
will last for another 48
hours, say meteorolo-
gists. “It is true the city
will not witness any rains
and even if it does, they
would be of lesser inten-
sitw The reason is
because all the weather
systems that could hawve
brought rain to the city
have shifted up north,™
Mahesh Palawat, the
chief meteorologist of
Skymet, a private weath-
er forecaster, told Deccarn
Chronicle.

While the rains have
travelled up north the
mercury levels too seem
to be travelling upwards.
On Friday, the maximum
temperature registered in
the city was 34.4" Celsius,
which is one degree high-
err than the normal for
this time of the year:

According ton
Accuweather, which
measures the RealFeel of
the temperature, though
it felt as if it was 38° C.
This system uses relative
humidity to measure the
on-ground feel of the tem-
perature. The relative
humidity recorded in the
city on Friday evening
was 52 per cent.

“We predict that there
will be spells of light
showers for the next 48
hours. After that the
monsoon would resurge
in the citw” said Dr K.
Nagaratna, director,
Indian Meteorological
Department, Hyderabad.

It is true the city will
not witness any rains
and even if it does, they
would be of lesser intensity.
The reason is because all
the weather systems that
could have brought rain to
the city have shifted up
north.
— MAHESH PALAWAT
Chief meteorologist of
Skymet, a private weather
forecaster
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ater wastage

A water tanker broke down in the middle of the Lanco Hills road on Friday. To repair the vehicle, workers
released hundreds of litres of water from the tanker, wasting the precious commaodity as well as blocking
vehicular movement on the road. —R. PAVAN
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Alertafter heavy
rainfall forecast

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURIAALIPURDUAR, 26JUNE

The state government has
sounded an alert in all north
Bengaldistricts, following fore-
castof 'veryheavyto extreme-
Iy heavy' rainfall between 24
Juneand 28 June madebythe
Indian Metrological Depart-
ment. The department of dis-
aster management and civil
defence has asked district
magistrates to inform the
departments concerned to
remain prepared and keep
QuickResponse Teams ((QRT)
readyin caseof emergencies.

However, sourcessaid most
of the districts lacked deep-div-
ing teams. In a notice, the
department has, however,
cautioned thatmeasures should
betaken "incompliance with
the guidelines issued for pre-
ventingtheCOVID-19 outhreak
by maintaining social dis-
tancingand useofmasksand
santisers.” "Landslide-prone
zones in the hills may be

warned aboutenhanced rain-
fall predictions, and evacua-
tions should be carried outwell
in time as per district assess-
ments," the government notice
says. Accident casesrelated to
heavy minfall occur in north
Bengal districts, especially the
Hills, almost every year. The
Indian Navy and NationalDis-
aster Response Force had been
pressedintoserviceon 17 July
last year, a week after a vehi-
clecamrying three tourists from
Rajasthan and aSiliguri-based
driver plungedinto theraging
Teestariver at Sevoke near Silig-
urion 10 July The Indian Navy
had to deploy a specialised div-
ing team from the Eastern
Naval Command on therequest
from the state government
tor search and recovery.
Thedepartmenthas asked
to keep flood shelters and
boats ready with an evacua-
tion plan. "District control
roomsshould functionround
the dlock to keep watch on
enhanced rainfall,” it says.
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Karnataka hit by scanty rainfall over decades

AKRAM MO HAMMED
BEMOGALLRL, DHM3

arnatalea, whichizone of
India’s most arid states,
g seem areducton in
rainfall in large parts of the
state 1mder both monsoon
seazons because of climate
rhange, according to a sudy
that analysed the rainfall par-
ternfrom 1960102017,
Theredurtonism ore sigrot-
icant inJuly — arudalm orcth
of the southwest monsoon
seasor, when sowing is taken
uponalarge scaleinthe stare.
The study ttled ‘Climate
Change ScenarioinKarnataks
subrmitted tothe goverrom ent

= -sr:‘--'.‘:ﬂ;f:t i J# =

bytheKarnataka State Matiral
Tizager Managem ent Cenre
[KSNDMC) also shows that
the probability of drought has
increased in marny parts of the
gate overthelagfomrdecades

“The quartim irtensity and
distnbution of rainfall hawe

CLIMATE CHANGE ISREAL

B Derease I ralrall ncoastal regionand primes
CAtCAMEnt areas of hMalnad during soutnwest monsoon

B Large par s of SuUtn iterior Karnataka that benefit
Trun Hurt st 1o suun Feaard dip in rainfall

- B ARnUalvariationof soutmaes monsoon ranges

o Detwee) A0% 400 S0% i nirter of Karnataka regions,

faking it drougnt prone

varied acrossthe regions from
P1(1960-1990) to P2 period s
(1991-2017)" the report said,
noting that districts such as
Kodagzu, Dakshina Kammada,
Uhtara Kannada, Kalaburag
and Yadgir recorded a reduc-
tonin the am ourdt of raindall,

whereas Shivam ngga and Has-
san sawa dighrincrease,
According toRairfall Atlas
of Karnataksd, which plotted
various param eters of varia-
tonacross 176 taluksbetwe en
1960-2017, 823 taluk s— prom-
mently n coastal and Malnad

digtricts — saw a reductonin
rainfall. There wasa “agnfi-
cart reduction’” in 16 talulks,
almost all of which were in
coastal or Malnad region. Fif-
ty-two taluks — a majority in
South Interior Karnataka —
witne szed aninreaang trend.
Similar trends were ob-
gervedwhenthe souttrae and
northeast monsoon seasons
were assessed. “Reducton 1z
prominent in regions which
generaly receive good rainfall,
whereasm arginalincrease isin
dryregions]” said G 8 Srinivas
Reddy, Director, ESNDRMC,
who ig among the authors of
the pAram etric 455 S e,
~ Rain, Page 3B
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Hyd receives surplus
rainfall in June so far

Against normal rainfall of 69.6mm for the month, city records 146.8 mm

Hyvderabad is likely to receive light to moderate rainfall in the next three days. — Photo: Anand Dharmana
SUNNY BASKI ° -
W Rainfall in Hyderabad

With still over a week left for
the end of June, Greater Hyder-
abad region has already
recorded surplus rainfall on
monthly average in the south-
west monsoon.

This, despite the fact that the
onset of monsoon was officially
declared on June 11 by Meteoro-
logical Centre, Hyderabad. De-
layed by almost a week, this
year’s monsoon has showered
good amount of rainfall in the
city and rest of the State.

The weather data with Mete-
orological Centre shows that
against a normal rainfall of
69.6mm from June 1 to 21, Hy-
derabad recorded as much as
146.8 mm rainfall. Similarly,
Rangareddy and Medchal-
Malkajgiri received a rainfall of
117.7 mm and 125.6 mm for a nor-
mal rainfall of 63.1 mm and 72.1
mm, respectively.

The monthly total normal
rainfall in Hyderabad alone
stands at116.9 mm and it already
recorded excess rainfall. In fact,
from June second week, the city
hasreceived moderate to heavy
rainfall at regular intervals.

According to Met Depart-
ment officials, the city which re-
ceived surplus rainfall in June

203.2
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150.8
132.8
82.7
734
5 48 471
35.6
i
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

s MONTHLY TOTAL (mm)

would record more rains in July
and August as the intensity of
rainfall across the State is ex-
pected to be high during these
two months.

Between June 1 and 21, Hy-
derabad has recorded a 24-hour
highest rainfall on June 10 after
receiving 46.4 mm rainfall while
the all-time record for this
month was reported to be 122.7
mm in June 26, 1914.

Among all parts in the State,
Peddapalli has, so far, received
highest rainfall at 256 mm in the
first three weeks of June, fol-
lowed by Jayashankar Bhupala-
pally (212.8 mm), Mahabubabad

2015

2019

2020
{Up tolun21)

24 HOURS HIGHEST RAINFALL (mm)

2006 2017 2018

(199.7) and Warangal Urban
(191.9). The average rainfall for
June in the entire Telangana
stands at a surplus of 63 per
cent. Against a normal rainfall
of 83.2 mm till June 21, the State
has received 135.3 mm.

Light to.moderate rains

Parts of Hyderabad are likely to
receive light to moderate rain-
fall in next three days with max-
imum temperatures expected to
be in the range of 33 degree Cel-
sius to 35 degree Celsius while
minimum temperatures could
hover between 23 degree Cel-
sius and 25 degree Celsius.



