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Good rains double area
under kharif crops

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 27
As southwest monsoon cowv-
ered the entire country yves-
terday, 12 days ahead of the
normal date, farmers regis-
tered more than 100 per cent
increase in sowing during
kharif season helped by good
rains during the season.
Despite the Covid-19 crisis,
they have so far planted an
impressive 316 lakh hectare,
which is more than double of
154 lakh ha planted during
the corresponding period
last yvear and higher than the
average 187 lakh ha in past
five years, according to the
At a webinar organised by

industry during the crisis is
evident from the fact that the
area covered by kharif sowing

this year is 316 lakh ha as com-
pared to 154 lakh ha last year
and an average of 187 lakh ha
during past five years.”

The country also received
155.2 mumn rains against the nor-
mal of 1282 mm between June
1 and June 25, leading to asatis-
factory progress of kharif sow-
ing and doubling the average
water storage in 123 reservoirs.
As on June 25, live water stor-
age in 123 reservoirs was 194
per cent in comparison to the
corresponding period last yvear
and 171 per cent of average in
past 10 years. So far, 37.71 lakh
ha area has been covered
under sumimer rice camnpared
to 32.05 lakh ha in the corre-
sponding period last year and
47.961akh haareaunder coarse
cereals against 26.09 lakh ha of
last year About 49.69 lakh ha
area has been covered under
sugarcane against 47.77 lakh
ha last year and 71.69 lakh ha
under cotton as compared to
39.23 lakh ha last year

Workers plant paddy saplings on the outskirts of Amritsar. pTi
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Plain-paper ease

for Amph

PRANESH SARK AR

Calentta: The Bengal govern-
ment has done away with
printed application forms and
allowed people to apply for
compensation by giving their
details on plain paper amid
growing complaints of graft in
Amphan relief.

“A simple plain paper ap-
plication would be treated as a
valid application for consider-
ation...an organised applica-
tion process on pre-printed
form should not be encour-
aged,” reads the order issued
by chiel secretary Rajiva
Sinha on Friday.

Sources said this was one
ofthe state govermnment’s ma-
ny steps to ensure no genuine
victim of the May 20 eyelone is
deprived of compensation fol-
lowing reports of anomalies
and political bias from East
Midnapore, NMorth and South
24 Parganas and Howrah.

“The chief minister (Ma-
mata Banerjee) received 2,100
stich complaints. Distriet au-
thorities are receiving thou-
sands of complaints against
the ruling party-led gram pan-
chayats, all alleging that gen-
uine victims were denied com-
pensation,” said an official,

For example, about 5,000
villagers of a gram panchayat

The damage caused by
Amphan on May 20 in
Hooghly distr-ict

in Patharpratima in South 24
Parganas had gheraoed the
pradhan recently, alleging
that names of only 600 people
figred onthe list of benefici-
aries for governmment compeni-
sation when dwellings ofmore
than 7,000 people were razed.
“Allegedly, even these 600
beneficiaries were close to the
ruling party leaders and their
hom es suffered no major dam-
age,” said a source.
Apparently, the state gov-
ernment istryvinghard towndo
the damage even as Opposi-
tion parties are leveraging pe-
ople’s anger to penetrate Tri-
namul strongholds ahead of
the Assemmbly election in 2021.
Sources said that the state
government decided to accept
plain paper applications in an

pleas

attempt to uproot corraption
at the grassroots.

A senior govermment offi-
cial said it was observed that
whenever villagers were ask-
ed to fill in printed forms for
applications under governime-
nt schemes, allegations of cor-
ruption cropped up. Either pe-
ople with political backing
take away all the forms, or vil-
lagers find their bureaucratic
language hard to under stand.

Chief secretary Sinha ask-
ed authorities to verify each
application physically. Hesaid
that the list of beneficiaries
should be rectified by the task
forece set up at block levels.

Sinha’sorder stated the e-
tire exercise should be com-
pleted by July 2 and a compli-
ance report sent to Nabaima.

Sujan Chakraborty, CPM
MLA from Jadavpur wrote a
letter to the chief secretary
pointing out that lists of bene-
ficiaries were not put up at
BDO offices so far despite the
decision being taken at the all-
party meeting held by the
chief minister onn Wednesday.

A source in Mabanna said
lists of beneficiaries were al-
ready public in districts. Tho-
se who feel deprived can give
applications on plain paper,
The rectified list will be put up
on July 2at BDO offices.
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Rains expose shoddy civic works

Old City residents complain of mosqunto menace from stagnated water

MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 27

Recent rains have exposed
the shoddy work carried
out by the GHMC and the
HMWS&SB. Despite their
claims that nalas and sew-
erage lines had been de-
silted, they overflowed and
inundated several areas of
the city, especially in the
0ld City, adding to the
woes of people going
through the Covid-19
crisis.

Yousuf Pasha of
Osmangunj said the Old
Topkhana road was inun-
dated i'ol]()wmg a
15-minute rain. “Sewage
water entering the
nala has made matters
worse, Every year, at least
50 persons of our area fall
ill because of vector-borne
diseases during the mon-
soon. Mosquito menace
and stench from stagnated
water is nightmarish.
With Covid-19 crisis being
here, residents are wor-
ried about visiting private
or local hospitals for two
reasons - the exorbitant
fee and mandatory Covid-
19 checks, since all vector-
borne diseases have simi-
lar symptoms,” Pasha
stated.

Neelesh of Tolichowki
said, "It is a waste of time
asking for a permanent
solution to overflowing
drains. All governments
have failed to resolve
the issue. Leaders come to
the area only to ask for
votes. They fill their po-
ckets in the name of nala
de-silting. We have no oth-
er go but torequest the cor-
poration, HMWS&SB and
elected representatives to
resolve the issue, which
has been left unattended
since 20 vears,” he said.

Highly placed sources
said senior officials at the
GHMC and HMWS&SB
feel pre-monsoon nala de-
silting is not yielding
results. They are in favour
of annual  de-silting
instead.

The corporation, which
removed 2.45 lakh cubic

R

Vehiclists make their way gingerly through heavy rain at Greelands in the city on Saturday.

metres of sludge last year,
claims to have removed
2.60 lakh cubic metres of
sludge since October last.
Incidentally, the corpora-
tion did not finalise even
12 tenders of the total 42
works until March. Sou-
rees claim that engineers
are hand in glove with con-
tractors and delayed the
de-silting process.

When asked about the
subject, a senior official
admitted that there has
been a certain delay He
disclosed that de-silting
picked up pace only in
May. Other officials, how-
ever, said that the silt
removed this year is
very less compared to 2019,
They said the inundation
will increase with the full
onset of the monsoon.

HMWS&SE officials said
they would not like
comment since higher
authorities have asked
them not to utter a word on
the issue.

— R. PAVAN

IMD issues thunderstorm
warning for 4 days in TS

BALU PULIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 27

Heavy downpours accom-
panied by strong winds las-
hed several parts of the
twin cities on Saturday eve-
ning, with reports of trees
getting  uprooted and
localised flooding coming
in from several areas in
what could be considered
the first big rainfall of the
MONsoon season.

The intense hour-long do-
wnpour in some parts of
the city, with lingering sho-
wers in some other areas,
included nearly 10 em of
rain recorded at LB
Stadium.

The IMD has said that

© FROM MONDAY to
Wednesday, the state can
expect thunderstorms
accompanied by lightning,
or heavy rain, IMD said.

some thundershowers
were very likely to oceur in
some places in the state on
Sunday. From Monday to
Wednesday, the state can
expect thunderstorms ace-
ompanied by lightning, or
heavy rain, the IMD said.
The emergency wing of
the GHMC deployed its
teams to remove fallen tree
branches and to clear
clogged drains in the
evening after waterlogging
resulted in slow moving

traffic in many parts of the
city Power supply was dis-
rupted in many areas with
the authorities switching
off supply as a precaution-
ary measure with strong
wilntls accompanying the
rain.

While 8.1 cm of rain was
recorded at Neredmet, 8,05
em was recorded at Red
Hills, 7.95 cm at Alwal, 7.65
cm at Narayanguda, 6.7 cm
at Marredpally in Secunde-
rabad, 64 cm in Vijayan-
agar Colony, 585 cm at
Ghansi Bazaar, 5.78 cm at
Padmaraonagar, 5.75 cm in
Khairatabad, and 5.05 cm
at Golwliguda, Many other
parts of the city received
up to 4 em of rainfall,
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SHORT TAKES B

ASSAM FLOOD
SITUATION
WORSENS

MANOJ ANAND | DC
GUWAHATI, JUNE 27

The flood situation in Assam
deteriorated further on
Saturday with heavy rains
rocking the north-eastern
states, affecting over 2.6 lakh
people in 15 districts of
Assam, The mighty
Brahmaputra, Puthimari and
Dhansiri rivers are flowing
above the danger level.

Informing that flood situa-
tion has worsened following
the incessant rains for past
few days, Assam chief secre-
tary Kumar Sanjay Krishna
told reporters that 90 relief
camps have been set up across
the state to help the flood-
affected people.

The heavy rain has also
caused landslides at various
places blocking the vehicular
movement on national high-
wayvs, Mr Krishna said that
PWD has been instructed to do
the needful following the land-
slide at Raj Bhawan. The
arrangements have also been
made to move people from the
landslide-prone areas of the
city, he added.

Assam  Chief  Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal has also
directed the Deputy
Commissioners of all the
affected districts to address
the needs of the flood-hit peo-
ple urgently, while also adher-
ing to Covid-19 safety proto-
cols. Assam State Disaster
Management Authority offi-
cials said that the flood-hit dis-
tricts are Dhemaji,
Lakhimpur, Biswanath,
Udalguri. Darrang, Baksa,
Nalbari, Barpeta, Kokrajhar,
Nagaon, Golaghat, Jorhat,
Majuli, Sivasagar, Dibrugarh,
and Tinsukia.



Locals cross a flooded area on a makeshift raft in Nagaon district of Assam on Saturday.
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— PTI

1 dead, over 2.6 lakh hit as
Assam floods wreak havoc

90 relief camps set up across state, 15 districts are affected

Landslides damage Sikkim
dam, snap key road link

MANOJ ANAND
GUWAHATI, JUNE 27

The flood situation in
Assam deteriorated fur-
ther on Saturday with
heavy rains rocking the
north-eastern states,
affecting over 2.6 lakh peo-
ple in 15 districts of
Assam. The mighty
Brahmaputra, Puthimari
and Dhansiri rivers are
flowing above the danger
level.

Informing that flood sit-
uation has worsened fol-
lowing the incessant rains
for past few days, Assam
chief secretary Kumar
Sanjay Krishna told
reporters that 90 relief
camps have been set up
across the state to provide
succor to the flood-affect-
ed people.

The heavy rain has also
caused landslides at vari-
ous places blocking the
vehicular movement on
national highways. Mr
Krishna said that PWD
has been instructed to do
the needful following the
landslide at Raj Bhawan.
The arrangements have
also been made to move
people from the landslide-
prone areas of the city, he
added.

The deluge has claimed

one life in Dibrugarh dis-
trict, according to the
daily flood bulletin of the

Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA).

Assam chief minister

Sarbananda Sonowal has
also directed the Deputy
Commissioners of all the
affected districts to
address the needs of the
flood-hit people urgently,
while also adhering to
Covid-19 safety protocols.
Assam state disaster
management authority
(ASDMA) officials howewv-
er said that the flood-hit
districts are Dhemaji,
Lakhimpur, Biswanath,
Udalguri. Darrang, Baksa,
Malbari, Barpeta,
Kokrajhar, Nagaon,
Golaghat, Jorhat, Majuli,
Sivasagar, Dibrugarh, and
Tinsukia. “Over 2.6 lakh
people and over 11,765
hectares of crops were
badly affected due to the
floods. Around 19,000 peo-
ple have taken shelter in
relief camps,” ASDMA
official said. The official
said that in the current
wave of floods, one person
died in Dibrugarh district,
while the first wave of
floods from Nay 22
claimed 15 lives in differ-
ent districts of Assam.

Gangtok, June 27: Heavy
rains for the past one
week have triggered a
series of landslides snap-
ping road links at several
places between Gangtok
and North Sikkim border-
ing China, and causing
major damage to a dam of
the NHPC in the East
District, officials said on
Saturday.

Landslides blocked two
major roads that connect
state capital Gangtok and
Mangan, the headquar-
ters of MNorth Sikkim dis-
trict, at multiple places

affecting traffic move-
ment. Vehicles going from
Gangtok to Mangan are
being diverted via
Dzongu-Sankalang Road
due to a road blockade at
Namok Khola, officials
said, adding that restora-
tion work was underwaw
A massive landslide
caused severe damage to a
dam of the NHPC Teesta
Stage-V project site at
Apdara in East Sikkim,
they said. Incessant rain
has also led to slips and
slides all along the North
Sikkim Highway — PTI

The NDRF, Assam State
Disaster Response Foroe
personnel, along with
local administrations, are
continucusly working to
rescue the affected people
and rendering the relief
services to the wvillagers.
Meanwhile, Regional
Meteorclogical Centre in
Guwahati predicted that
the state is likely to
receive heavy rainfall for
next 5 days.

“Assam is likely to wit-

ness fairly widespread
rainfall, along with isolat-
ed heavy to very heavy
showers, for the next 5
days. Isolated heavy to
very heavy falls on June 28
and isolated heavy falls on
June 29, have also been
predicted. Assam and
Meghalaya are expected to
be impacted in most
places with isolated heavy
to very heavy and
extremely heavy falls till
June 30,” a bulletin said.
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Assam floods: Over 4.621.
affected in 1,289 villages

SR KARMAKAR
GLMAHATI, DHMS

w0 INOCe DEersorls
Tdrmmed in Goalpara

district on Sanrday as
flood situation in A= sam wors-
ened affecting ower 4.621akh
peoplein 2] of 23 districts.

Two more deaths took the
deathtollinthisyear's floodso
farto 18, Landslides had ear
hier lalled 22 people in South
Azzam and in arwahat,

The EBrahmaputra was
flowing above the danger
leve] at five locations indud-
ing in Guwahan winl e hesor
Tains contmied in mostparts
of the state.

Floodwater immdated 7 8
of 182 forest camps inside Ka
zirangzaManonal Barlcand the
OMZoing operation to douse
thefire at Baglyan gas well of
OIL in Tinsukda district was
halted due to surging flood-
water.

The daily flood bullenn
issued by Assam State Thsas
ter Management Authority
on Satmirday evering said the
flood had already left 19,496
people homeless and were
taking shelter in 132 relief

g Inqlus habygoat as her flood -affected family takes
refugeinamakeshiftient, at Ab hayapur i in Bongaigaon
districL ASsam, on Saturday. rm

camps. The bulletin said
flood 1,289 willage s were urr
der flood water in Dhema
i1, Lakhimpur, Biswanath,
Udalguri, Darrang, Walbari,
Barpeta, Chirang, Bongai-
gantn, Kolkrajhar, South Sal-
mara, Goalpara, Kamrup,
Morigaon, Golaghat, Jorhat,
Majuli, Sivasagar, ibrugarh
and Tinsulda districts.

Baghjanop halted
A statemertt 1ssued by OIL

said the flood imindated the
entire areawhers the mishap
toolk place at Baghpanin Tie
sulda districtforong the disas
LErILATLAZ £ ENEPETS Tl to
haltthe operaton for the day.

“Floodwaterimindated the
debnisarea, pumphous es and
all approach road s, o wiew of
these, working condition at
the site has becom e unsafe
and so it was decded to call
off the operation for the day”
it said.
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Rains lash parts of city

Narayanaguda records highest rainfall of 76.8 mm followed by LB Stadium (68.8 mm)

s SN AN
Waorkers hold the poles of the tent to prevent it from falling at PV Ghat in city on Saturday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana

CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Moderate to heavy rains
lashed different parts of the
city as southwest monsoon
remained benevolent after
providing the city with sur-
plus rains this month.

Though the day began on
a sunny note, by late after-
noon, clouds gathered and
rains began to lash.

Many parts of the city in-
cluding Abids, M] Market,
Nallakunta, Himayatnagar
and Puranapul had heavy
rains with rain water flood-
ing the roads. Caught by the
surprise downpour,
denizens tried to seek shel-
ter while at some places
two-wheelers were seen
wading through the rain
water.

According to Telangana
State Development Plan-
ning Society (TSDPS) data,
Narayanaguda recorded
highest rainfall of 76.8 mm
followed by LB Stadium
(68.8 mm), Red Hills (56.5
mm), Begum Bazaar (53.8
mm) and Asifnagar

(50.5mm). The weather
warning with Meteorologi-
cal Centre, Hyderabad indi-
cated thunderstorm accom-
panied with lightning were
very likely to occur at iso-
lated places while there was
a possibility of heavy rain at
isolated places over the
State in next four days.

The forecast with TSDPS
showed that light to moder-
ate rain/ thundershowers
are expected in Greater Hy-
derabad region in next three
days.

The maximum tempera-
tures are expected to be in
the range of 34 degree Cel-
sius to 36 degree Celsius and
minimum  temperatures
could hover between 24 de-
gree Celsius and 26 degree
Celsius.

As per the data with Met
Dept. Hyderabad has
recorded a surplus rainfall
of147.1 mm against a normal
rainfall of 96.1 mm between
June 1 and 27, while Ran-
gareddy and Medchal-
Malkajgiri have received a
rainfall of 121.3 mm and 134.8
mm, respectively.
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Once lively Safilguda lake
Nnow turns an eyesore

SARADA GAYATHRI
Hyderabad

Overgrown weed has taken
over the Safilguda lake mak-
ing the local residents wary
of its impact and seek imme-
diate action from the civic
authorities in clearing it.

Residents in the colonies
around the water body point
out that the weed has taken
over the lake completely
and turning it into an ideal
mosquito breeding ground.

“The entire lake is under a
sheet of this unwanted
growth aiding continuous
breeding of mosquitoes. We
are worried about,” a local
said. The residents say they
had complained to the
Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation couple of
months back but as the pan-
demic stuck, no action has
been taken so far.

“I have an elderly mother
at home and we are really
worried about the condition

Residents in the colonies around the water body wary of its
impact, seek immediate action from civic authorities.

in the lake. Since the mon-
soon set in, the mosquitoes
breeding has become a
major issue and we fear the
mosquitos could end up
spreading diseases,” says
Aditya Sharma, a resident of
Krupa Complex.

“The GHMC told us it is
the HMDA'’s problem. We
are also told that the weed

could be plucked out only
after monsoon rains fill the
lake,” says Subba Rao, an-
other resident.

The Safilguda Walkers
Association had also ap-
proached the GHMC for a
solution and awaits action
to have the water body
cleared of weed and of mos-
quitoes.
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