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Flood-like situation
in North-east after
monsoon rainfall

MNEWDELHI: Several parts of North-
east and eastern India are experi-
encing a flood-like situation as
multiple weather stations in
Assam., Sikkim., Meghalava.
Bihar and sub-Himalavan West
Bengal havereportedextremely
heavy rains(above20cm in a day)
continuously for the past two to
three dayvs.

“This pattern of continuous
heavy rain will gradually reduce
from June 30; from July 2, rains
willincreasein centralIndia; and
from July 5. we can expect rains
to resume owver north-west
India,” said vV Mohapatra, India
Meteorological Department’s
director general. Heavy rains are
expectedin Bihar, east Uttar Pra-
desh and sub-Himalayvan West
Bengalinthenextfivedays. P11

hindustantimes

NE to receive heavy

rainfall

in next few days, warns IMD

JayashreeNandi

= letters@hindustantimes. com

MNEWDELHI: Several parts of North-
east and easternIndia are experi-
encing a flood-like situation as
multiple weather stations in
Assam, Sikkim, Meghalaya,
Bihar and sub-Himalayan West
Bengalhave reportedextremely
heavyrains(above20cm ina dav)
continuously for the past two to
three days.

According toofficials from the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IVID), the eastern end of the
monsoon trough continues torun
along the Himalavan foothills,
with the convergence of strong
southerly and south-westerly
winds from the Bay of Bengal
over North-east and east India.
Thisislikely toleadtoheavy and
widespreadraininmany parts of
North-east India inthe next four
tofivedays.

“Assam is reporting floods.
Biharis alsoin aflood-like situa-
tion. Cherrapunji, which is
known to receive a lot of rain at
this time, has recorded as much
as50-55cm in aday. Thispattern
of continuous heavy rain will
gradually reduce from June 30;
from July 2, rains willincrease in
central India; and from July 5, we
can expect rains to resume over
north-west India,” said VI Moha-
patra. IMD 'sdirector general.

Heavy rains are expected in
Bihar, east Uttar Pradesh. sub-
Himalavan West Bengal and Sik-
kim during the next five davs.
Widespread rain is also expected
over Madhwva Pradesh for the
nextfivedays, and over Chhattis-
garh and Vidarbha on June 29
and 30. There will be widespread

= A flooded area in Morigaon, Assam, on Sunday. ANI

rain in the west coast also this
weely, IMD said.

The Central Water Commis-
sion has,. meanwhile, warned of
“abowve-normal” flood situation
in Dharamtul, Brahmaputra,
Dhubri, Goalpara and others, and
“severe” flood situation in Kopili
and Kampur in Assam.

‘Severe flood situation” is
where waterlevelistouching or
exceeding the danger level but
below the highest flood level
(HFL) and ‘abowve normal flood
situation” where water level is
touchingor exceedingthe warn-
ing level but below the danger
level. The restoration operations
at Baghjan gas well No 5 -- there
was a blowout on Wiay 27 and a
fireon JJune 9-—-was hampered for
twotothreedavs because of flood-
ing, according toan Qil India Lim-
ited spokesperson.

Monsoon covered the entire
country on June 26, 12 dayvs in
advance of its usual pattern. Till
June 28 the monsoonrains inthe
country are 20% in excess of the
long period average (LPA)Y--36%

over central India. 8% over north-
westIndia, 4% over the southern
peninsula, and 20% over east and
North-east India. IMD has pre-
dicted a normal monsoon this
vearatl1l02% of LPA.

A good monsoon, which
accounts for 70% of India's
annual rainfall, is critical to the
fortunes of the agricultural sec-
tor,on which at least TO0 million
people in India are dependent.
“There is water everywhere. Gas
has been leaking from the OIL
well for a month now. Work
couldn't be taken up because of
incessant rains and flooding.
Roadsand bridges aredestroved
here.” said Mridupaban Phukon,
awildlifeactivistin Baghjan.

Many parts of Delhi-NCR
received good rains on Monday.
“Themonsoon trough had shifted
northwards so hot westerly
winds from the land were blow-
ingover Delhi. Now the monsoon
trough has shifted southwards
marginally so we have started
getting moist easterly winds,”
said Kuldeep Shrivastava.
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S:\'fra] norlh-eastern Stales
including Assam, Sikkim,

Meghalya and eastern States of

Bihar and West Bengal have
witnessed incessant rainfalls
since Friday, causing floods.
From June | to 29, Sikkim and
sub-Himalayan West Bengal
have received 123 percentand
12 percent rajnlall, Bihat
recenved 91% of excess rains,
and Assam and Meghalaya

received an excess rain of 29
percent and 36 percent respec-
fively. According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD], due to monsoon trough
continues 1o run along the
Himaleyan (oothills with the
canverpence of strong souther-
ly and south-westerly winds
{rom the Bay of Bengal over the
north-east and eastern [ndia,

Due to this weather pat-
tern, there is & passibility of
extremely heavy rainfall mea-
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Incessant rainfalls bring monsoon mayhem in several N-E States

suring over 20 centimeters in
the next 24 hours in north-east
and eastern parls of the coun-
try. Over 10 lakh people have
been evacuated in Assam due
to fload.

According lo the IMD, the
current weather situation 1§
likely to cause widespread and
very heavy rain in many parts
of north-gast Inda, Bihar, easl-
ern Ultar Pradesh, Sikkim and
Sub Himalayan West Bengal in
the next four-five days. There

may be extremely heavy rain,
in the next 24 hours.

Widespread rainfall i also
expected over Madhya Pradesh
for the next five days. With the
prevalence of these weather
conditions, most places have
been placed ona Yellow waich
by the IMD.

According 1o the IMD,
flood dhuation tn Assam has
worsen due to heavy rainfall
and around 10 lakh people

have been evacuated so far

IMD says there are two reasons
for the intense monsoon activ-
ity. First, the northward shift of
monsoon trough that runs
from north Punjab to north-
west Bay of Bengal Monsoon
rains are generally clustered
around such troughs. Second,
the coming together of strong
winds from the south and
southwest directions carrying
moisture {rom the Bay of

Bengal. The floods impacled

five districts in upper Assam

the most — Dhemaji, Jorhat,
Majuli, Sivasagar and
Dibrugarh. In Sikkim, land-
slides swept away portions of
Mangan-Chungthang road
near Mangan Police Station
and Lanthey Kholz in North
Stkkim distrct following heavy
rafnfall

Bihar s also in & flood-like
situation. The IMD forecast
heavy rain in Bihar for the next
36 hours as monsoon gets
active in the State. The weath-

er department has issued a high
dlert for heavy rain in the
enire state especially places
located at north-central and
north-east Bihar. Red alert has
been lssued in some districts
like West-East Champaran,
Gopalganj, Siwan, Araria,
Kishanganj and some other
districts. Lighting stroked
warning i also isued in these
places. As per reports, Bihar
has receved 92 percent more
ranfall this year compared to

the other years,

Cherrapunji, which is
knnown Lo receve a ot of rain-
fallarouund this time of the year,
has recorded up to 53 cmin a
day.

Mansoon this time covered
the entire country on June 26
- a good 12 days in advance.
Usually, monsoon covers the
coutry by July 8. But from lat
Friday an intense monsoon
phase in the north-east and
eastern India started.

The dust storm ioflowed by rain brings down the temperature in New Delhi on Monday

Ranjan Dimri | Fioneer
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Faux victims asked to return relief money

Unfit for Amphan

SNEHAMOY
CHAKRABORTY

Bolpur: The Bengal govern-
ment has focused on two dis-
tricts worst hit by Amphan to
get back compensation from
beneficiaries later found ineli-
gible in an attempt to cleanse
the image of the ruling party
facing charges of political bias
in the distribution of eyelone
relief in the run-up to the 2021
Assembly polls.

In the North 24-Parganas,
ineligible beneficiaries who
are willing to return the state’s
compensationn of Rs 20,000
each can issue bank drafts or
cheques in favour of the dis-
trict magistrate and give a
written undertaking confess-
ing to their “mistake™.

In South 24-Parganas, the
administration had taken stri-
cter measures to get the
money back from ineligible
candidates by serving letters
threatening legal action.

A source in North 24-Par-
ganas said the block develop-
ment officials sat in a meeting
last Friday and asked members
of gram panchayats and other
local bodies to distribute the
unmdertaking to ineligible bene-
ficiaries, and ask them to vol-
untarily refund the money to

avoid legal proceedings.

The undertaking says the
person understands his or her
application for Amphan was a
“mistake™, and he or sheis now
“refunding the money along
with a chegue/bank draft™, “I
promise the cheque or bank
draft would not bounce. . ...” the
undertaking reads.

A BDO in North 24-Par-
ganas said ineligi ble benefici-
aries werebeingidentiied and
asked to refimd the money
through cheques o bank dra-
fts. “We don’t know how many
people will turn up. Ifthis step
fails, we will talie legal action.
We are also processing fresh
applications of the genuine
beneficiaries,” the BDO said.

The process may not have
too many takers. For example,
till Monday evening, 12 perso-
ns deposited cheques and dra-
fts at Deganga block of North
24-Parganas. On the way for-
ward, North 24-Parganas dis-
triet magistrate Chaitali Cha-
krrabarti said: “We are focusing
on those who will return the
money willingly. We will think
about the next steplater.”

At one block in South 24-
Parganas, the administration
issued a stern letter to ineligi-
ble beneficiaries. “It is to in-
form you that you have re-

aid? Payback time

ceived Rs 20,000 as governm-
ent compensation for Amphan
cyvelone by providing misin-
formation to the authorities as
vour house was not damaged.
You are directed to refimd the
money within 24 hours, other-
wise legal action will be taken
against vou,” the letter reads.

“Wehave records of people
who got the money and people
who recommended they be
paid. Once we get money back,
wie will take action against the
people,” said an official.

South 24-Parganas district
magistrate P. Ulaganathan did
not take calls from The Tele-
graph.

These two districts faced
protests by villagers and Op-
position leaders, who cited
instances of owners of multi-
storey conerete houses getting
Amphan aid. In South 24-
Parganas, at least two gram
panchavat offices were ran-
sacked and a panchavat mem-
ber was forced to squat before
hundreds of people.

The issue of Amphan relief
anomalies was flagged by the
CPM, Congress and BJP at the
all-party meeting called by ch-
ief minister Mamata Banerjee
o1 June 24, who immediately
directed the administration to
look into the complaints.
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An ambulance makes_. its way at a snail's pace in the waterlogged stretch at

Basheerbagh on Monday due to heavy overnight rain.

— P. SURENDRA

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JUNE 29

Various parts of the
twin cities and sur-
rounding districts rece-
ived thundershowers on
Monday evening. The
Indian Meteorological
Department's  (IMD)
Hyderabad centre has
said in its forecast that
thundershowers  are
expected in the state at
least until July 3.

Many districts, inclu-
ding Sangareddy, Bhad-
radri-Kothagudem,
Jangaon, Kamareddy
and  Medchal-Malka-
jgiri, experienced thun-
derstorms. Sirgapoor
mandal (71.5 mm) in
Sangareddy district and
Dummugudem mandal
(68.0 mm) in Bhadradri-
Kothagudem received
the most rainfall until 7
pm on Monday evening,
according to automatic

IMD issues thunderstorm warning till July 3

weather monitoring sta-
tions operated by the
Telangana State
Development Planning
Society (TSSDPS).

The TSSDPS forecasts
rains in parts of north-
east Telangana (Adil-
abad, Nirmal, Nizam-
abad, Sircilla, Kama-
reddy) and some isolat-
ed districts in the south
(MNagarkurnool,
Nalgonda, Vikarabad
and Mahbubnagar) in
the next couple days.

Within the twin cities,
the areas of Balanagar
(51.8 mm), Mushe-
erabad (48.0), Abdul-
lapurmet (46.0) and
Himayatnagar (40.3
mm) received the most
rainfall until 7 pm on
Monday evening.
Waterlogging of roads
was reported in some
areas, some of which
was aggravated by rain
on Sunday late night.
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CHINA'S EXPANSIONIST DESIGNS

Usingdams as weapons

The minidarm, built by the
Zhinese, could be uged
wheneverrequired by

Eeljingto create a flash
flood

RASHME SEHGAL

M ey Brctics ane fife weter, for
wiater in it naturel o urseruns
ey from fiok plvoss and fasiens
Jo T ds’

-5um Tau, Anmal sofWar

g importance Chinese give

Tln Sun Tsu's teaching s canbe

gangedfrom thefartthat one of

the firstacts of the People’s Liberation

Army(PLA) ontaking over the Galwan

Walleyin Lad akhweas tosend bull d ozers

inordertoblockthe flowof the Galvan
riverasitenters the Indian side.

Cne interpretadion being given is
thattheChines e hawe blocked the river
tobuild amird dam. Cthers claim that
sincethe Galvwan rver flows along the
road built by the Indian governm ent,
this water conld be used whenever re-
quired b the Chine se to createaflash
tlood.

What satellite pictures also rewveal
is that what was once a blue flowing
stream of waterisnowamuddy drvbed
on which the Indisn army has parked
itstrucks.

Forthe Chine se wateris aker weap-
on in their expansiomst designs This
is obvious inthe wayr ther are building
hugze dams to block the flow of mivers
includingthe mdus, Brabmapntraand
the Mekong. This helps them control
the quarmity of warer flowing into the
lower riparian courmries incuding b-
dia thereby using water to furthertheir
oWl Ze opolitics.

From the start, ndiahas expressed
concerr about the constru cion of the
Diizrm er-Bhasha dam being built onthe
river Indus in Cilgit-Balt stan which I
dia claims tobe its termitory

The Mol for the Diamer-Bhasha
dam was dzned last month between
the Chine se state-run firmn China Powe
erand the Paldstanarmy’s commercial
wing FronterWarks Crzanisatioand
is expected tobe completed by 2023,

The Diam er-Bhasha dam , wiichwill
have aheight of 27 2metres, will be the
highestrdler-compacted conrete dam
intheworld and produce 4,500 mega-

watts of ele crictr

Mext in line iz the Bumnji dam, alsa
being built on the Indus dwver with an
installed capacity of 7,100 mwe A large
portion of the capital for this construe-
ton will com e from the Three Gorges
Corporaton.

The sheerscale of this venmre canbe
assessed from the factthat these dam s
aremuchlarger than any existing dam
inIndia Infact, the ertire installed Iye-
dropower projects in Jammun & FKash-
mirdonotequal eventhe BhashaDam,
whichisthe smaller of the se two dams.

These twomammoth dam s are part
of the Belt and R oad Initiative (BRI of
the Chine se gowe o ent tobol ster their
econnomic and geopolitical {ootprin:

arrossa swathe of nations.

Chinais also plamming to btuild 55
reseryoirs on the rivers flowing from
the Tibetan platean. Ther completed
constmcdon of the Zanzmu dam, built
on the upper reaches of the Bralma-
putraind 010

Three more dams at Dagu, Jiacha
and Jeizm arepres endy und ercon st o-
tion In 2015 work started on the fam
b drop ovver station -which will be the
largestdam on the Brabmapuotra riv-
er - which the Chinese refer to as the
Yarlungz Tsangpo

Medoz whichis located just 20km
northof the Indian borderis the stefor
this m ega project 45 the river makes a
I gebendinside a giant camyon, which
iz around 198 miles long and 3.1 miles
wide,

The Chingse are using the emtdre
team which built the Three Gorzes
dam to exemite these mammaoth prio-
jects expected to generare 40, 000mw
of power. Water from this dam will be

diverted toirrigate the arid regions of
Xingjianand the Gansn in China

India has rightly been apprehemn
sive about these lydro projects on the
Brahmapu tra and as far back as 2013,
ithad lod zed a com plaint toChina An
mter-Iinisterial Expert Gronpwas set
up to sdythisizsue but nothingmuch
has come outof this.

Post- Bathanlzotattacl, when Prim e
Mimister Marendrahlodi said that blood
and varer cannotflovw tngetherand that
he might well consider abrogat on of
the ldus Warer Treatyif Bakdztand oes
not end these militant artacks, China
wert public withits plantobuildalarge
dam , with an irne som et of §7 4O mil-
lior, on Xiabuqu river, dose tothe dtr
of Xigaze located close to Bmtan and

Brahmaputra Authority
Chandanhahsrta, whoheadsthe Cenr
tre for Emvirormm ent at IIT Guwahat
and is an expert on the Bralmaputra
river basin, has for the last decade
been demanding the setinz up of 2
Bralmaputra River Valley Authorityr
toundertake a com prehensive smdy of
the Bralmaputra basir.

Waharta points outthatwith China
building four dam s on the Brabmapn-
tra, it was imperative that India gets
details of the kind of dams they are
constructing and how this will affect
the rverflows as otherwise, Brahmpn-
tra would end upbecoming a seasonal
TIVET.

China's operrand-close d-tap policy
isbestillustrated whenitrefusedp ost-
Dioldam in 2017 to share hydrological
data onthe Eralmaputra with India
but contimmed to dosowithBanglade sh
winchis thelowest downstream courr
trwr of the Brahmaputra

These apprehensions are nowheing
expre 55 ed across Mrarmoar, Laos, That
land, Cambodia and Viemam. China
has already built eight huge dams on
the Mekongz river and another three
dam s are onthe cards.

Thishas adwerselraffe cted the liveli-
hoods on 60millionpe ople d ep endent
onthis ver for their fishing and agri-
mltural re quirem erts

China today is on an expansionis-
tic mode It has now setits eves onthe
waters from ndira Col draintothe Si-
archen glader and also the Mubra and
Shy olcrivers of Ladalkh,

Thiz may sound far-fetched but 61l
a few weelss ago, no one would have
imagined they would sweep amoss the
Galwan Valler sithen
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Heavy rain triggers flash floods in
Doni river; widespread rainin NK

Farmer washed away in

Tuppari Halla;

cotton-laden

tractor falls into Yadgir stream

¥
BERGALURL, DHMS
Thf Bunday night showe-

B i Vijayamra district

trigzered flash floods in
Doni river and Sogali stream
rausing urntald misery to the
farmers and studemts in Ta-
lilcote talule.

The overflowing Doni sub-
merged the British era Ta-
likate-Hadaginal bridge and
the vast tract of agricultural
land . Thefarm ers of the region
hadsown tura weel back.

Beores of 35LC students
had a tough time in crossing
the flooded Hadaginal bridge
and Hatt stream of Nalatwad
to reach the exam centre on
M ond ay.

The owvernight showers
left many houses flooded a
Malatwad and seweral oth-
er villages in Talikote taluk.
Woare than five houses have
suffered partial damage inthe
incessart rain that lashed the

Yellowralert for
coast, 5 K'talia

Thelndiahereoralogical
Departrnent (MDY has
predicted heavy showers
coupled with thunderand
lighmingin three coastal
districtsand 12 districtsin
south interior Karnataka
fornext two days.

‘With winds blowing
atddto S0 lanphin
the coast, the MDD has
warned the fishermennat
toverrure ntothe sea,

regionforseven toeighthours,
Wijayapura city, Mud debitial,
Basavana Bagewadi WMuddebi-
hal and Sindagi talulks alsoex
perienced heany showers,

Farmerwashed away
Most of the Kalyana Karns
taka and Mumbai Karnataka

===

districts received moderate to
heswy showers onSundaymight
and Monday.

Afarmerfrom Harobelava-
diin Dharwad district washed
away in the Tuppari Halla
stream. Deceased farmer has
been identified as Madivealap-
pa Jakkappanavar (400.The
stream , notorious for flooding
during monsoon, came alive
on Monday owing to heawr
showers in the catchmert of
Malaprabhs river in Belagawi

villagers help three SSLCstudents qossthefiooded Br
Doniriver in TalikotetalK, Vijayapuraaisir ict on MONOaY. oH P

district.

Twin cities Hubballi-Dhar-
wadreceivedheawy showers cn
W onday evering.

Kalyana Kamatalea districts
- Kalatwragi, Bidar and Yadgir
experieniced heavy showers
since Sund gy mighr.

A cotton-laden tractor
washed away in a stream near
KondapurinVad azera taluk of
Yad gir di strict.

Passengers waiting for the
buses at Basava Kalyana bus

oded Eritish ara Hadaginal v idge 200s

stand had a tomrid tim e aftera
spell ofhieavy rainleftthe place
inundated with raimwater.
Heawy showers lashed parts
of Kalaburagi district, includ-
ing Chincholi taluk, Tajalapir
Cross, Jevargi, Jjeri.

M eanwhiile, the coastal dis-
tricts experience dintermitrert
rain amid overcast conditions
onIvlond ay. Moderate toheaer
showers lashed mary parts of
the Malnad dismricts and old
Tl surni re gion on b cnd ay.




SIDDHANTH PRASAD

tis now a common belief that our
future is connected to the climate.
Few people, however, realize just how
closely connected thetworeallyare.
Take the current Covid-19 pandemic.
According to theWHO, all available evi-
dence suggests that the pathogens
responsible for the disease were trans-
mitted tohumans by animals. Although
we donotyetknow howexactlythevirus
came tobe transmitted, we do know gen-
erally that when we go about destroy-
ingour ecosystem through activities such
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Climate, Covid and politics

as deforestation, mining and illegal
hunting, wereconfigure the environment
inaway that makes transmissionofvirus-
es like Covid- 19 more likely. Faced with
aloss of habitat, animals are forced to
ventureinto human settlements, there-
by increasing the risk of transmission
of potentially deadly pathogens.
Typically, the first thought of
those pushing for climate action such
as scientists and NGOs is to do more
intensely what they have been doing
and hope for a different outcome.
Given the alarming rate of climate
change and loss of biodiversity, it is

AFP
evident that these strategies have not
been very effective at bringing about
thescale of change needed to avert the
climate crisis. To be sure, | am not
claiming that research is antithetical
to our interests or that NGOs have not
had a meaningful impact. Indeed, we
would be worse off if it were not for all
the work that has been done.

According to the 2020 Environ-
mental Performance Index published
by researchers at Yale and Columbia
University, India is ranked 168 out of
180. The results show that India must
redouble national sustainability efforts

alongall fronts, ranging from biodiver-
sity to carbon emissions.

If we concede then that our cur-
rent efforts to bring about change have
fallen short, we must consider what we
can do differently. One problem is that
there is a lack of understanding of the
politics of climate change. Relatively
few are focusing on how to make the
climate movement stronger and more
politically effective and even fewer
have recognized that affecting dimate
outcomes is more about bringing polit-
ical resources, such as votes, media
and money to the table rather than
academic journals. Indeed, scientific
knowledge has seldom been sufficient
to persuade decision makers.

When it comes to the political
game, those fighting against dimate
action are way ahead of their counter-
parts. As David Johns has observed:
“There is no general public, only
groups that engage and groups that sit
on the sidelines; groups that know
how to make a difference and those
that fumble about; groups that orga-
nize people to act and those that point
toopinion polls.”

Powerful corporations have been
winning so far because they organize
more efficiently and know how to
engage with those in power. What then
needs to change?

For starters, we must increase our
efforts to understand how politicians
function. This begins with the basic
awareness that good policy is not
always good politics. If you had a
choice between two climate positive
policies, one that was academically
ideal but which would not stand a
chance of being implemented, and a
politically achievable one which did,
which one would you pick? A policy
that gets implemented is, needless to
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say, better than one that does not.

Take carbon taxes, for example.
From an economic efficiency perspec-
tive, it is the perfect policy, which
explains why economists keep insist-
ing on it. From a political standpoint,
itis a hard sell. The word ‘tax’ does not
generally rouse positive emotions
amaong voters. Studies show that even
when the public is informed about the
relative cost-effectiveness of the palicy
and its revenue neutrality, a large per-
centage continues to oppose the mea-
sure. Asking a politician to put such
an idea forward is like sticking a red
target on his back and inviting the
opposition to strike.

A wise climate strategist would
ask the politician to push for a combi-
nation of flexible regulations and fuel
standards and give him the assurance
that this will not cost him at the ballot
box. We must also seek to integrate our
knowledge of the climate system with
knowledge of how people make deci-
sions. Sociologists and psychologists
have a key role to play in the fight
against climate change.

To achieve climate success, there-
fore, we must focus our attention on
sirategies that are pragmatic and not
products of wishful thinking. To sup-
port this, academics must make
greater efforts to produce inter-disci-
plinary work that combines knowl-
edge of the energy-economy system
with knowledge on how people make
personal and collective decisions.
Finally, we must seek to improve our
political organizational capacity so
that we can jump from hoping that
change will happen to making it hap-
pen.
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