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hindustantimes
One month of monsoon

The country over the last month has received 15% excess rains, IMD said
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Monsoon
first month
exceeds
quota

DEBRAJMITRA

Calcutita: Monsoon’s first
month — June — ennded with a
20 per cent sunrplus rain in the
city, despite just a couple of
days ofheavy showers.

The month recorded
arounid 3%0mm of rain, com-
pared with its usual gquota of
3o0mm, said Met officials.

June 2020 was the second
wettest since at least 2015, ac-
cording to Met records. Only
June 2018 clocked more rain
but mainly on account of one
day — June 26 — which re-
ceived 12Tmm of rain.

The key to the stwrplus this
Jume was that there were just
five “no-rain” days in the
month and the tmely onset of
the monsoon, said a Metofficial.

The monsoon normally ar-
rives in Calcubta onJune 8 with
an error margin of four davs.
This yvear, it reached the city on
June 12, riding a low-pressure
area over thie Bay of Bengal.

The day saw around 40mim
of rain and the sirong 1nMo1sooll
clurrents led to a wet spell that
lasted for davs, imilike a meek
arrival and lean phase that the
city saw in the recent past, in-
cluding last vear. Last June
saw only around Témm of rain.

On most days last month,
the city got rain. “Even before
the monsoon, there was regi-
lar rain. Since the monsool
had a strong entry, the rain did
not dry up,” said G.K. Das, the
director of the India Meteoro-
logical department in Calenitta.

The forecast for south Ben-
gal, including Caleutta, is light
to moderate rain tll the week-
eld, he said.

July and Auvgust are usual-
ly the wettest months of the
1MOTIS 0011,
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Kondapochamma Sagar on Wednesday.

— P. ANIL KUMAR

Uttam alleges poor irrigation work
in TS, seeks probe into canal breach
Don’t politicise canal
breach, says Harish

IIBECDDY SRINIVAS REDDY
HYDERABAD, JULY 1

Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee pres-
ident M. Uttam Kumar
Reddy demanded a high-
level probe into the breach
in Jagadevpur canal of
Kondapochamma Sagar,
which caused devastation
in Shivar Venkatapur and
other villages of Markook
mandal in Siddipet
district.

He sought appropriate
compensation for those
who suffered damage to
their houses and crops
because of flooding after
the breach.

The TPCC chief, along
with MLC T. Jeevan
Reddy, working president
Ponnam Prabhakar and
other leaders, visited the
affected villages and inter-
acted with farmers and
villagers.

The wvillagers protested
that no official has vet vis-
ited their areas to enumer-
ate the damage caused.
They also complained that
they are facing a lot of dif-
ficulties due to proximity

of their wvillage to Chief
Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao's
farm house in Errawvelli.
Security personnel do not
allow them even to step on
the road that leads to the
CM's farm house.

Speaking to media penr-
sons, Uttam Kumar Reddy
demanded that the
Engineer-in-Chief and
other officials concerned
must be immediately sus-
pended for the breach and
stern action taken against
them after an enquiry. He
said the entire loss should
be recovered from the con-
tractor who executed sub-
standard works.

The TPCC president said
Tuesday's breach clearly
exposed the inferior quali-
ty of irrigation projects
constructed by the TRS
government, thereby
mortgaging the interest of
the Telangana people. He
said the government has
wasted thousands of
crores in the name of irri-
gation projects.

He expressed anger after
local villagers complained
about the behaviour of
Siddipet district collector

S.A. ISHAQUI | DC
HYDERABAD, JULY 1

Telangana finance minis-
ter T. Harish Rao on
Wednesdawy slammed
opposition leaders belong-
ing to BJP and Congress
stating that “they are
unnecessarily creating a
furore over leakage of
water from a canal of
Kondapochamma Sagar

Addressing a press con-
ference in Gajwel town of
Siddipet district, Harish
Rao said opposition lead-
ers were slinging mud
only for the sake of public-
itw It would be better if
they make constructive
suggestions to the state
government.

Citing instances of

breaches at several irriga-
tion projects during their
initial stages of launch,
the minister said
“Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Project is the
biggest in  the world.
There will be certain leak-
ages at the initial stage.
The government will cer-
tainly rectify them.”

The minister reminded
that when Congress was
in power, pipelines of
Devadula Lift Irrigation
Project leaked and
destroyved many places. It
is strange that many
Congress leaders, who
were ministers then, are
now blaming the state gov-
ernment for minor faults
in a mega project like
Kaleshwaram.

Venkatram Reddy.
Villagers alleged that the
collector was not acting

like an IAS officer, but
behaving as though he
was a TRS activist.

362



1/22835/2020

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Asian Age 02-July -2020

FLOODS CLAIM 7
MORE LIVES IN
ASSAM, 15L HIT

Guwahati, July 1: Seven
more people were killed in
floods and related inci-
dents in Assam, where
around 15 lakh people have
been affected by the deluge
with embankments, roads,
bridges. and many other
infrastructure damaged at
various places, a govern-
ment report said.

Thirty three people have
lost their lives in the
floods and 24 in landslides
this season, Three persons
were Killed in Barpeta dis-
trict, while one person
each died in Dhubri,
Nagaon, Nalbari in flood
related incidents, while a
landslide claimed the life
of a 50-vear-old person in
Cachar district. — P71

Millennium Post 02-July -2020
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June records ‘excess rainfall,

good precipitation likely in July’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The month
of Tune ended with “excess”
rainfall, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (LML)
said on Tuesday, forecast-
ing a good precipitation in
July.

According to the IMD
data, the overall rainfall in
June was 118 per cent of the
Long Period Average (LPA],
which is considered excess
rainfall.

It was also the wettest June
in the last 12 years, the IMD
said. The LPA rainfall of the
season over the country as a
whole for the period 1961-
2010 is 88 centimetres. Rain-
fall in the range of 90-96 per
cent is considered “below nor-
mal’, and that in the range of
96- 104 per cent is considered
normal.

Precipitation in the range

of 104 -110 per cent of the
LPA is considered “above
normal’, while beyond 110
per cent is considered excess”
rainfall.

The Tune rainfall in the
Central India subdivision
of the IMD, which covers
the regions of Goa, Konkan,
Maharashtra, Madhyva Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh, was 131 per
cent of the LPA.

In the Fast and north-
east subdivision, the rain-
fall was 116 per cent of the
LPA.

Assam  has  witnessed

floods, while Bihar has also
received excess rainfall.

However, the rainfall over
this region will reduce over the
next 5-10 days, IMD director
general Mrutunjay Mohapa-
tra said.

The Northwest India sub-
division comprises the north
Indian states. The rainfall here
was 104 per cent of the LPA,
while in the South Penin-
sula, it was 108 per cent of the
LPA.

The IMD has Ffd:l.lich:u.] 103
per cent rainfall of the LPA
tor July.

July is expected to have
good rainfall, Mohapatra said.
He added that there are two
cyclonic circulations, one near
the Gujarat coast and other
over east-central India, which
will bring good rains over cen-
tral and southern India over
the next 5-10 days, Mohapa-
tra added.
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EBM areas lII‘IdEI' Mahananda waters; slums affected

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MALDA/RAIGAN, 1JULY

Around 100 familieslivingin
unprotected areas of the
Mahananda riverbed inEng-
lish Bazaar Municipality
(EBM) area have shifted to
higher ground after water
from the swelling river
entered their houses.

Many of them allegedly
had to spend nights under
theopen sky, while hardlycar-
ingforthesocialdistancing
norm. While the families in
distress have sought help
from thegovemment, accord-
ing to sources at the
Mahananda division of the
Irrigation Department, the
peoplehave beenliving lle-
gally in such unprotected
areas, which are frequently
flooded and that the depart-
ment hasnothingtodo with
the matter.

According to sources,
waterfromthe Mahananda
has now inundated at least
100 huts in the stum area
along the river inWard-12.

"Asimilarsight wasseen
in Wards 8 and 9, where
families of dailywage earn-
ershad to shiftto saferplaces
willalltheirbelongings. This
development has thrown
the social distancing norm
on the backseat, while the
spread of Covid-19 looks
imminent," said an official
of the EBM.

According to officials,
somecases of Covid- 19 had
earlierbeendetectedin the
areas in question.

"The EBM is also trying
toaccommodate these peo-
pleinnearby school build-
ings," sources said.

Debi Saha, LakhhiDasand
others of the affected Hothat
Colonysaidthat their homes

were waterlogged and that
theyare nowspendingnights
inthe fieldswiththeothers.

"We are now caught
between fear of both the
flood and the coronavirus.
Inthissituation, weneed help
from the municipality or
the administration,” they
said.

Trinamul Congress coun-
cillorofWard 12, Prasenjit Das,
alleged that the adminis-
trative board of the EBM
had not been taking proper
steps. "ButIwantthem tobe
helped by the EBM and the
district administration,
though wearealsotryingto
give them some relief," he
said.

Dulal Sarkar, a member
of the board ofadmnistra-
tors, said, "The affected are
being asked to stayinschool
buildings and will be given
relief from the EBMside."

Panicaiter dyke devel-
ops cracks

InRaiganjinNorth Dina-
jpur district, panic gripped
people in the Abdulghata,
Deepnagar and Goraharvil-
lages after cracks appeared
ontheembankments on the
Kulickriver, which has start-
ed toswell, yesterday.

Water has been flowing
near the danger level in the
Kulick and Nagar rivers for
the past few days, officials
have said. Inthe meantime,
around 4) villagesin low-lying
areas have beeninundated,
while residents there have
taken shelterontheembank-
mentandintheflood rescue
centre nerby.

On the other hand, offi-
dalsof theirrigationdepart-
ment have started repair
work on the dams.

"Water in the Kulick,
Nagarand Kanchanriversis

flowing near the danger level.
Affected people have taken
shelteron the embankment
of the Kulick and the flood
rescue centre at Vitihar. On
behalf of our Panchayat
Samity, we distributed dry
food among them," the
Sahakari Sabhapati of the
Raiganj Panchayat Samity,
Manas Ghosh, said.

According to him,
embankments at someplaces
areweakandlocal peopleare
keepingaclosewatchonthe
situation.

AnengineerattheNorth
Dinajpur imigation office,
Uttam Hajra, saidwater from
Bangladesh had beenenter-
ing the Kulick and Nagar
rivers. "Assuch, thewater level
is 1ising in the rivers. The
embankments are weak at
some places, and we are
repairing them on a war
footing," he said.



