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Gowvt focus: Tame cyclone of mismanagement

34,000
complaints
genuine

PRANESH SARKAR

Calentta: An inquiry into
40,000-0dd complaints about
irregularities in the distribu-
tion of the Amphan house
building relief has revealed
around 34,000 of them were
genuine, the finding revealing
the volume of mismanage-
ment in giving the dole.

As an immediate damage
control, state secretariat Na-
banna has decided to sanction
fresh compensation to each of
the 34,000 complainants.

Trinamul insiders said
that the number of complaints
received by the state govern-
ment were a cause of concern.
“Agitations over compensa-
tion in districts like South 24
Parganas, North 24 Parganas
and East Midnapore, strong
Trinamul bastions over the
years, suggest that the actual
number of deprived victims
could be much higher. Imme-
diate steps to regain the faith
of common people are a must,”
said a minister. “We cannot
overlook a single complaint
ahead of 2021 Assembly polls.™

According to officials,
these 40,000-odd complaints, of’
which 34,000 were found gen-
uine, came firom Howrah, East
Midnapore, North and South
24 Parganas, and Nadia. Num-
bers varied between 4,500 to
7,000 in these districts.

Each complainant had
acted on chief minister Mama-
ta Banerjee's advice in June-
end to go to thepolice andfilea
grievance. “Every complaint
was verified. About 34,000 of
the 40,000 complaints were
found to have merit,” said a
source at Nabarma. “This high
rate of irregularity has come
as a surprise for the govern-

ment. Compensation for all
the 34,000 genuine com-
plainants will be sanetioned
from Nabanna and funds will
be sent to the districts soon.™

A sum of Rs 6,800 crore was
released by the state govern-
ment within a few days of the
May 20 devastation to be given
to compensate all those whose
homes were damaged.

So far, more than 10 lakh
people have received compen-
sation for rebuilding or repair-
ing their homes. But wide-
spread protests by villagers
that Trinamul panchayat
leaders were favouring “their
people”™ on beneficiary lists at
the expense of genuine vietims
prompted the chief minister to
launch a slew of steps, includ-
ingaskingvillagers to go to the
police officials directly and of-
ficials to screen claims afresh.

A senior bureaucrat admit-
ted to “mistakes at the block
level as officials had to draw
up thelist of victims within 48
hours”. He added: “The influ-
ence of local ruling party lead-
ers in preparing the lists can-
not beruled out too.”

Sources said that the state
povernment was adopting a
two-pronged strategy to solve
the problem. First, it will en-
sure compensations for all the
left-out people. Second, it will
take action against all those
who adopted unfair means to
claim funds to repair homes.

In Nadia, bank accounts of
about 100 panchayat fune-
tionaries of the ruling party,
who received Amphan relief
wrongfully, were temporarily
frozen. A ruling party MLA
said it was done to restore the
imageof the party. “Once lead-
ers refund money, their ac-
counts would be fireed.

Tamluk: The Bengal govern-
ment has split its flat-rate Rs
20,000-for-all  compensation
package for those whose
homes were damaged by Am-
phan, a move seen by many as
afresh assault on genuine vie-
tims of the May 20 eyelone.
HNow, the state will offer Rs
20,000 to fully damaged and Rs
5,000 to partially damaged
kutcha and pucea homes in an
order issued on June 25 by the
special secretary in the disas-
ter management and eivil de-
fence department.
“Expenditure is an issue
with the growing number of
claimants. The main distine-
tion now is between those
whose homes were partly
damaged and those whose
homes were totally damaged,™
said a senior bureaucrat.
Tempers were already
running high over Trinamul
funetionaries  acensed  of
favouring their kin over gen-
uine victims. Acting fast, the

Villagers agitate against Amphan aid bregularities at H:

ruling party launched a mas-
sive cleansing drive, including
a fresh verification of benefici-
ary lists and asking refunds
from ineligible beneficiaries.

But the split-com pensation
order, which has now reached
the districts, including the
nine Amphan-hit ones, an-
gered people further.

In East Midnapore, where
the state government so far
has released Rs 198 crore for
Amphan relief and 98,000 ben-
eficiaries have taken the aid
amid allegations of many Tri-
namul grassroots leaders
amassing the compensation
for themselves, their friends
and relatives, the new order
comes as a fresh blow.

A Nandigram villager,
whose house has been dam-
aged to a great extent in the
May 20 cyclone, said he was
angry and disappointed with
the categorisations like “com-
plete” and “partial” damage.

“It is a new mess. The new
order leaves us again at the
mercy of panchayat fune-

azrakata in East Midnapore’s
Nandigram on Thursday. Picture by Anshuman Phadikar

Backlash on graded
compensation rates

ANSHUMAN PHADIKAR

tionaries and government offi-
cials on how much compensa-
tion we will receive. This is
nothing but cheating us of our
just dues and simply delaying
the whole compensation
process.”

A district official said that
in East Midnapore alone some
1.5 lakh houses had suffered
total damage while 2.6 lakh
homes were partially affected
by the cyclone on May 20.

Opposition leaders decried
the rejig in Amphan compen-
sation rates,

Nabarun Nayak, Tamluk
district chief of the BJP, said:
“We do not accept the order to
split the compensation into
two categories. How can the
government change the com-
pensation package midway?
This is fraud. We will hit the
streets against the order.”

“Those genuinely affected
by Amphan will suffer further
with this change in compensa-
tion. Wewill protest against the
new order,” said CPM district
secretary Niranjan Sihi.

Nandigram in

2007

ANSHUMAN PHADIKAR

Nandigram: Around 1,000 vil-
lagers blocked roads and
waved black flags at police in
MNandigram on  Thursday
morning in an eerie reminder
of the 2007 land agitation
which is considered as one of
the reasons for the downfall of
the CPM government in2011.

The 1,000-0dd agitators at
1lam came to the 100-foot-long
Hazrakata canal bridge, the
same spot where villagers had
gathered on January 3, 2007, to
demolish thelink and keep the
police at bay.

It was more than symbol
ism, said protestor Sheikh
Kalamuddin, whose home was
badly damaged by Cyclone
Amphan. “In 2007, we protest-
ed against the then state gov-
ermment, asking them not to
neglect our needs. Today
(Thursday), we blocked the
same bridge with tree trunks
s0 as to give a strong warning
to the current state govern-
ment.”

On Monday, many pan-
chayats in the Nandigram
area had published lists of the
names of people who had been
wrongfully compensated on
flex banners, the move coming
aweek after the chiefminister
turned her attention to the
issue and asked the state sec-
retariat to monitor the com-
pensation situation in Nandi-
gram divectly.

On Thursday, the protest
at Hazrakata was dispersed
after OC Ajit Jha met protest-
ers and promised they would
receive their compensation
within 15 days. Protesters,
however, said they wouldkeep
an eye on thesituation.

“In 2007, we fought for our
earth and land. In 2020, we are
fighting for owr homes. We are
desperate,” said Kalamuddin,
a resident of MNandigram's
Kendamari who until March

rerun

worked in Caleutta's
Metiabruz asa tailor. On May
20, the second storey of his
family’s mud home was blown
away. “All male members in
my family are now sleeping
under tarpaulin sheds in the
courtyard,” he said. “T spent
Rs 9,000 from my own savings
for basic repairs.”

Later in the day, a handful
of similar protests erupted in
front of panchayat offices in
other areas of Nandigram,
where residents direetly ac-
cused panchayat officials of
corruption, such as Trinamul
panchayat member Mehera
Biwi in Bhekutia. “We have
showcaused panchayat mem-
ber Mehera Biwi,” said prad-
han Mamata Das.

District committee mem-
bers of Trinamul convened a
meeting in Nandigram in the
evening. “We asked all booth
presidents to give comprehen-
sivelists within48 hours ofin-
eligible persons who gotdole,™
said block vice-president Abu
Taher. “Other than getting the
money back, we will also take
action against party workers
found guilty.” According to
data made public on Tuesday,
5,792 persons out of more than
40,000 households withrecord-
ed damage in Nandigram-I
had received the dole.

Stam pede injury

At Kultali in South 24-Pargan-
as, three women were injured
in a stampede-like sitnation in
front of the Kultali block devel-
opment office on Thursday aft-
er 1,000 villagers queued up to
register their names for Am-
phan relief. The injured were
admitted at a block hospital in
Jamtala. “Around 10am agroup
started to push each other and
fell down on the conerete floor.
People started rimning on oth-
ers,” said Ashima Halder, one of
the women who received in-
jured onherchest andlegs.
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DOCS ADVISE
PEOPLE OVER
MONSOON

EEHJAT SAMUEL PAUL |
HYDERABAD, JULY 2

With the monsoon sea-
son setting in, doctors
have advised people to
be careful and watch out
for rainy season related
diseases such as dengue,
diarrhea, malaria,
typhoid, viral fevers and
stomach infections, com-
mon cold and flu. With
Covid-19 cases spreading
rapidly, the rainy season
related diseases are
expected to add to the
woes of the people in the
weeks to come,

Doctors have warned
people to avoid eating
street side foods and
from outside of their
homes and instead stick
to home cooked meals.
Clean drinking water is
a must, doctors say, as is
clothing that covers the
body as fully as possible,

Dr Aftab Ahmed, sen-
ior consultant at Apollo
Hospitals.
Secunderabad, said
monsoon related dis-
eases fall into two cate-
gories, water borne and
mosquito borne. Water
borne diseases include
the likes of typhoid,
viral hepatitis A & e, and
gastroenteric infections
affecting the digestive
system. Mosquitoes are
responsible for causing
dengue, malaria, and
chikungunya. ‘With
Covid-19 one must be
very careful about fol-
lowing good habits.”
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Submit DPRs of new
projects, KRMB to TS

Copies sought for clearance from KRMB, CWC, and final nod by Apex Council

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The Krishna River Management
Board (KRMB) on Thursday
wanted the Telangana govern-
ment to furnish the detailed proj-
ect reports (DPRs) of new proj-
ects taken up by the State for
clearance from the board and the
Central Water Commission
(CWC) and final
sanction by the Apex Council.
KRMB member Harikesh
Meena in his letter addressed to
the Principal Secretary, Irrigation
and CAD Department, sought
copies of the DPRs and the details
of new projects taken up by
Telangana. Through its earlier

DPRs for Palamuru
Rangareddy, Dindi, Bhaktha
Ramadas, Thummilla,
Mission Bhagiratha and
others are to be furnished

letter dated May 30, the KRMB
directed the government not to
go ahead with the new projects
till the projects were apprised by
the KRMB and the CWC, and
sanctioned by the Apex Council,
comprising the Jal Shakti Minis-
ter and the Chief Ministers of
Telangana and AP.

On June 4, the KRMB after its
12th meeting decided that the

Telangana and AP governments
must submit their respective
DPRs within a week. However,
the governments of Telangana
and AP stated that the issue
would be apprised to the respec-
tive State governments and fur-
ther action would be taken ac-
cordingly.

“However, the DPRs have not
been received so far,” said the
KRMB member, The KRMB has
sought the DPRs for projects, in-
cluding Palamuru Rangareddy,
Dindi, Bhaktha Ramadas, Thum-
milla, water-grid project under
Mission Bhagiratha and enhanc-
ing the scope of the Kalwakurthi
Lift Irrigation Scheme, Nettem-
padu and SLBC.
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O HALF TRUTHS

Lightningkills 31 in UP, Bihar;
flood claims one in Assam

IMD predicts heavy to very heavy rainfall at isolated places in Mumbai

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: At least 31 peo-
ple died in lightning strikes in
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh on
Thursday, while the flood in
Assam claimed one more life
and inundated crop fields,
even as Mumbai braced for
extremely heavy rainfall.

In Bihar, 26 people were
killed on Thursday after being
struck by lightning, officials
said. More than 100 have
died in lightning strikes in the
state in the last one week, they
added.

According to the state disas-
ter management department,
the casualties were reported
from eight districts -- Patna,
Samastipur, East Champaran,
West Champaran, Sheo-
har, Katihar, Madhepura and
Purnea.

Samastipur accounted for
the highest number of seven
deaths, followed by Patna (six),
East Champaran (four), Kati-
har (three), Sheohar and Mad-
hepura (two each) and West
Champaran and Purnea (one
each), the department said.

On June 30, 11 people were
killed by lightning strikes in
five districts, while 83 such
deaths were reported from 23
districts within a span of 24
hours on June 25.

Expressing grief over the
latest fatalities, Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar ordered a pay-
ment of Rs four lakh as ex-gra-

tia to the next of kin of each
deceased.

In the neighbouring Uttar
Pradesh, five people died and
12 others got injured in inci-
dents of lightning strikes in
Ballia district.

The dead included a
70-year-old retired Army
man, Babulal Singh, and vil-
lager Nirmal Verma, 43, who
were struck by lightning while
working in their fields in Babu
Ka Shivpur village of Dokati
area, police said.

Ten others were injured in
thunderbolt strike on Wednes-
day while working in a field in
Mahthapar village of the dis-
trict. They were rushed to a
hospital, where two women,
Savita (35) and Sheela (19),
died during treatment.

In another incident at Ram-
pur Madai village in Bhimpura
area of the district, a 28-year-
old farmer, Ram Sarikha Rajb-
har was struck by lightning
while working in his field and
killed.

In yet another incident, four
women were hit by lightning
in Hajouth village of Khejuri
area of the district. They were
rushed to a hospital where
their condition was stated to
be stable.

The flood situation in
Assam, meanwhile, continued
to remain grim as it claimed
one more life on Thursday, tak-
ing the toll to 34, while over
16.03 people are affected in 22

l== o] - S
Villagers carry a man to a hospital after getting injured in a lightning

§ﬂih,rin Katihar district of Bi.lﬂrl',ioll Thursday

of the state's 33 districts.

The floodwaters have inun-
dated 72,700 hectares of crop
area across the state as on
Thursday,

According to the daily flood
bulletin issued by the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA), one per:
son died in Goalpara district.

The flood-hit districts are
Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Biswa-
nath, Chirang, Darrang,
Nalbari, Barpeta, Bongaig-
aon, Dhubri, South Salmara,
Goalpara, Kamrup, Kamrup
(Metro), Morigaon, Nagaon,
Golaghat, Jorhat, Sivasagar,

Dibrugarh, Tinsukia and West
Karbi Anglong districts.

Meanwhile, the India Mete
orological Department on
Thursday predicted heavy to
very heavy rainfall at isolated
places in Mumbai and adjoin-
ing coastal districts, and issued
an orange alert for the next two
days.

An orange alert implies
that authorities should be pre-
pared to handle any situation
arising out of severe weather
conditions.

Ratnagiri district, which
bore the brunt of cyclonic
storm Nisarga last month,

is likely to receive extremely
heavy rainfall at isolated places
on Friday, while Raigad will
receive similar downpour on
Saturday, senior director of
IMD Mumbai, Shubhangi
Bhute, said.

Heavy to very heavy rains
are likely to lash isolated places
in Mumbai, she said.

Up north in Haryana and
Punjab, hot and humid weather
conditions prevailed, with
maximum temperatures hov-
ering two-five notches above
normal limits.

Chandigarh, the com-
mon capital of the two states,
recorded a maximum temper-
ature of 37.6 degrees Celsius,
two notches above the normal
limit.

In Haryana, Hisar sweltered
at a high of 42.6 degrees Cel-
sius, four notches above nor-
mal, while Narnaul's maximum
settled at 40 degrees Celsius.

Ambala recorded a max
imum temperature of 38.2
degrees Celsius, three notches
above normal, while Karnal
recorded a high of 37 degrees
Celsius, two degrees above
normal.

In  Punjab, Amritsar
recorded a high of 40.6 degrees
Celsius, five notches above
normal. Ludhiana and Patiala
registered their respective max-
imums at 40.6 degrees Celsius
and 38.2 degrees Celsius, up by
five and three notches above
normal respectively.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hans 03-July -2020

- TS had 34 % excess rainfall in June
compared to normal annual rainfall

Out of 33 districts, 26 received excess rainfall while two showed up a deficit

Hans NEWs SERVICE

Hyderabad: The State received
rainfall of 172.8 mm against 129.2
mm of normal rainfall up to 30
June. It ranged from 106.4 mm
(Nalgonda Dist) to 2613 mm
(Peddapally). This was 34 percent
more during this period in the
State as compared to normal an-
nual rainfall up to June 2020.
According to Groundwater de-
partment which monitored water
levels during June 2020 through
965 piezometers (monitoring sta-
tions) covering 589 mandals from
33 districts of Telangana State, 26
districts received excess rainfall
than normal rainfall (+23 percent
to 148 per cent) and two districts
Adilabad and Nirmal received
deficit rainfall (-31 percent).
Groundwaterlevel improves
Average groundwater level in
the State during the month was
10.75 meters below ground level
{m bgl) and it varies from 5.34 m
bgl (Wanaparthy) to 22.24 m bgl
(Medak). Anet rise in groundwa-
terlevel of 365 mis observed dur-
ing June 2020 as compared to

BEFTH TO WATER LEVELS - JUNE - 2820
(TELANGANASTATE)

e
BN AN g SRR

LRRLE o L] I
AT s N
June2010and theriseis observed  levels during month of Junewhen
in all districts except in Nalgonda  compared withdecadalaverage of

where negligible fall of 0.15 m is
observed. A minimum rise of1.04
m is observed in Bhadradri and
maximumrise of 748 min Siricilla
district. A net average rise in
groundwater levels of 0.53 misob-
served during June 2020 as com-
pared to previous month. Water

June (2010-2019) levels, it is ob-
served that, out of 589 mandals,
risein the range of 0.01-13.90m in
449 (76 per cent) mandals and fall
in the range 0.02-1145 m is ob-
served in 140 (24 per cenf) man-
dals.
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