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Wettest August in Indla since 1976

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 29

The rainfall India received
during August this year has
been the highest for the
month in the past 44 years,
according to the IMD data.

Until August 28, the month
recorded 25 per cent surplus
rainfall. It has also surpassed
the previous highest rainfall
in August, which was record-
ed in 1983. In that wyear,
August had recorded a 23.8
per cent excess rainfall.

As per the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
data, the country had record-
ed a 28.4 per cent excess rain-
fall in August 1976.

The country has so far
recorded 9 per cent more rain-
fall than normal. Bihar,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,

A ﬁmu:lad wllage in Odisha. pri

Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Goa
have recorded excess rainfall,
while Sikkim has recorded a
large excess. Many states wit-
nessed floods as rivers swelled.

According to the Central Water
Commission (CWC), the over-
allstorage position ofthereser-
voirs in the country till August
27 was better than the corre-
sponding period last year. It
was also better than the aver-
age storage for the last 10 years
during thecarresponding peri-
od, the CWC said.
“Better than normal storage”
is available in the basins of the
Ganga, Narmada, Tapi, Mahi,
Sabarmati, therivers of Kutch,
Godavari, Krishna, Mahanadi,
Cauvery, the neighbouring
east-flowing rivers and the
westflowing rivers of south
India, the CWC said The
Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir, Manipur, Mizoram
and Nagaland have recorded a
deficient rainfall. — PTI
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Bundelkhand gets

e ——

PNS B NEW DELHI

Primr Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said the
Government is committed to
the development of drought-
prone Bundelkhand region and
around 500 projects worth
over T10,000 crore have been
sanctioned for improving water
availability. In his address after
the virtual inauguration of col-
lege and administration build-
ings of Jhansi-based Rani
Lakshmi Bai Central
Agricultural University, a
prominent institute of the
Bundelkhand region, the PM
Modi said that India has con-
trolled the spread of crop-
threatening migratory pest
desert locusts by using
advanced technologies, includ-
ing drones, and ensured there
was not much crop damage.
Observing that the benefit
of water from three rivers,
Ken, Betwa and Yamuna, was
not reaching the Bundelkhand
region, Modi said the pro-
posed Ken-Betwa river linking
project has the potential to
change the fortune of the area
and the Centre is in discussion
with both Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh on this issue.
Besides water projects, Modi
said thousands of crores worth
of projects are being imple-
mented in this region, includ-
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¥l i

MDI SAID THE PROPOSED KEN-BETWA

RIVER LINKING PROJECT HAS THE
POTENTIAL TO CHANGE THE FORTUNE
OF THE AREA

ing Bundelkhand Expressway
and Defence Corridor, that
will ereate job opportunities.

PM Modi stressed on the
need to promote greater use of
latest technologies in the farm
sector. Modern technology is
helping deal with the challenges
related to agriculture. One
example of it was how the
Governmenlt used technology
to minimise damage caused E}'
locust attack in about 10 States
recently,’ he said.

“In May, the Bundelkhand
region had faced locust prob-
lem. ..I was told the region
faced the locust attack after 30
years. Not only Uttar Pradesh,

792 villages in 16 dists
of UP affected by floods

more than 10 states faced the
locust problem,” the PM said
while talking about the locust
attack in Bundelkhand.

Talking about the steps
taken to minimise the prob-
lems faced by the people dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic,
the PM said free rations are
being provided o crores of
poor and rural families in
Uttar Pradesh.

Around 10 lakh poor
women in Bundelkhand have
been given free gas cylinders
during this period. Under
Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan,
over 7 hundred crore rupees
have been spent in UP so far,

under which employment was
provided to lakhs of workers,

After the inauguration, the
Primme Minister interacted with
university students and asked
about ways to address certain
challenges like reducing import
of edible oils and increasing
food processing, especially in
fruits and vegetables.

Modi asked a student
whether awareness among
farmers can be created about
micro, drip and sprinkler irri-
gation in the drought-prone
Bundelkhand region. During
the interaction, the Prime
Minister stressed on promoting
recycling of water and rainwa-
ter harvesting through innov-
ative and less costlier technol-
ogy in the region.

Invoking Rani Lakshmi
Bai's Quaote Iial “T will not give
my Jhansi’, the Prime Minister
gave a clarion call for ‘Meri
i];adnsi- Mera BundeJ.kl;]and'

w the of Thansi
and I;ﬁ:irlkﬁ:;ﬂletu make
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan a
SLCCESS.

The Prime Minister noted
that Agriculture has a major
role to contribute in ‘Meri
Jhansi- Mera Bundelkhand'
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.
He said self-reliance in
Agriculture targets at making
Farmers both- producer as wel
as entrepreneur. PM said in line

PTI B LUCKNOW

ﬂ. s many as 792 villages in 16

istricts of Uttar Pradesh
have been affected by floods,
with the Sharda and ILE Saryu
rivers flowing above the danger
mark at some places in the
state, a government official
said on Saturday.

The fosod- districts
in the state are Ambedkarnagar,
Ayodhya, Azamgarh, Bahraich,
Ballia, Barabanki, Basti, Deoria,
Farrukhabad, Gonda,
Gorakhpur, Kushinagar,
Lakhimpur Khiri, Mau,
Shahjahanpur and Sitapur.

According to the office of
thie relief commissioner, of 792
villages hit by the deluge, 437

vi]lagrs are cﬂmp]tirl}'
flooded.
The Sharda river was flow-

ing above the danger mark at
Palia Kalan in Lakhimpur
Kheri, while the Saryu river

was [lowing above the danger
mark at Ayodhya, Elgin Bridge
in Barabanki and Turtipar in
Ballia. Chairing a meeting of
senior officials of the state
government, Chiel Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Saturday
said reliel work in flood-hit
areas should be conducted in
full steam.

Ration kits and medical
facilities should also be
arranged in flood-affected
areas, he said and asked offi-
cials to conduct an early survey
of the damage to the crops and
compensation payment.

Backward Class Welfare
and Divyanjan Empowerment
Minister Anil Rajbhar on
Saturday said the chief minis-
ter has issued instructions to
ensure constant patrolling of
embankments and asserted
that all embankments are
safe.

:2‘1 OK cr water projects

with this spirit, several historic
agricultural reforms were taken.
Just like other industries, now
Farmers can also sell their pro-
duce anywhere in the country,
wherever they fetch better
prices.

Rani Lakshmi Bai Central
Agricultural University started
its first academic session in
2014-15 and is offering both
under-graduate and post-grad-
uate courses in agriculture,
horticulture and forestry. It is
currently operating from the
Indian Grassland and Fodder
Research Institute, Jhansi as the
main buildings were getting
ready.

Speaking on the occasion,
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar said the inaugu-
ration was long awaited and will
benefit farmers not only in the
Bundelkhand jon but the
entire country. There is scope
for promoting organic farming
in the region towards which the
government is working, he said,
and added that the ment
is working tuwanis doubling
farmers’ income by 2022,

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
setting up of a central agricul-
tural university in Jhansi will
benefit the drought-prone

Bundelkhand region and help
farmers become
sell-reliant.



AKSHAY KUMAR
SAQ0|DC
CUTTACK/JAIPUR, AUG. 29

Thousands of people were
on Saturday marooned and
hectares of agricultural
lands got submerged as the
river Mahanadi breached
at Bhagipur under Banki
block in Odisha's Cuttack
district.

According to sources, ini-
tially a breach measuring
around five-foot wide was
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Mahanadi river breaches at Banki in Odisha

formed  which later
widened to around 60-foot
causing a heavy flooding in
the area. This is the second
time after 1982 when the
embankment of the state's
major river caved in.

Vehicular movement on
many routes disrupted as
roads and bridges were
submerged by the flood
water.

Reports from Jajpur dis-
trict said at least 26 breach-
es occurred in Brahmani,

Baitarani, Kharasrota and
Jalaka river systems, caus-
ing serious damage to sta-
nding crops and vegetables.

As many as seven human
lives have been lost and two
others have gone missing
in the last three days.
Several cattle and goats
were reportedly washed
away in the floods in north
Odisha as major rivers like
Budhabalanga and
Subarnarekha flew above
their danger marks.

Special Relief Commiss-
ioner (SRC) Pradeep Kum-
ar Jena said 46 sluice gates
of Hirakud dam were open-
ed as the upper catchment
areas of the Mahanadi rec-
gived huge rainfall in the
last 24 hours. The SRC stat-
ed that the inflow into H-
irakud  reservoir had
increased by more than 1
lakh cusec and the water
level is rising by 8 cm every
hour: “While over 89 lakh
cusec water is entering the

The Statesman 30-August-2020

Hirakud reservoir, more
than 7.2 lakh cusecs of
water is being discharged
through 44 of the 64 sluice
gates of the dam, The water
level at Hirakud Dam stood
at 626.37 ft as against the
full reservoir level of 630
ft,” Jena said, Till last
reports came in, over 8.95
cusecs of water is flowing
at Mundali barrage in
Cuttack district which is
likely to go up to 10 lakh
cusec by Saturday evening.

Mahanadi tlood threat persists

Situationimproves in otherriversystems

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
BHUBAMESWAR, 29AUGUST

Theflood situationin Jajpur and
Bhadrak districts continued
to be grim even though it
improved in Balasore and
Mayurbhanj districts , all of
which were affected by five
rivers three days ago . But the
flood inthe Mahanadi system
isexpected in Cuttack, Jagats-
inghpur, Nayagarh, Puri and
Kendrapara districts.

tem have been put on alert .
NDRF and ODRAF teams
deployed. Theflood watersare
likelytoreachthesedistrictsin
the next 24 hours and with
forecast of rains from tomor-
row , the situation may wors-

en. Meanwhile, rivers Brah- and Kelua rivers, officials said
mani, Baitarani, Subarnarekha,  today. Over four lakh people of
Budhabalangathathadflood- 530villagesunder 124gram pan-
ed Jajpur, Bhadrak, Balasore, chayats of all ten blocks of the
Mayurbhanj districts showed  district have been affected by
signsofreceding andwaterlev-  theflood.

els had dropped below their ~ Thesituation isgrim inBari,

respective danger levels,

RﬂSU]P'—“r ]3iPUI- Bi.nihﬂ.['l}m,

informed Special Relief Com- Dasarathapur, Dharmasala
missioner P KJena today. andKorei blocksin the district
AsofnowJajpuristheworst  as over 400 villages under 104
hit followed by Bhadrak. Over  grampanchayats ofthoseseven
one lakh people have been  blocks are marooned bytheflood
evacuated fromlowlyingareas  water of Baitarani, Brahmani,
and thousands of villages Kharasrota and Kani, a tribu-
marooned. tary of Batarani and Kelua, a
Thefloodsituationin Jajpur  branch of Brahmani riverfor the
district continued to be grim  last two days.
Alltenblocks inthe district have Many villages of Bari,

been badly affected by the
floods caused by Baitarani,
Brahmani, Kharasrota, Kani

Rasulpur, Dasarathapur,
Bimjharpur and Jajpur blocks
ofthe districthave beencut off-

from the rest of the world.

Road link between Bari and
Kuakhia, Jajpur town and Bhan-
daripokhari, Bariand Kaipara,
Bari and Ratnagiri have been
cutoffastheseroadsareunder
neckdeep watercaused bythe
floods.

Breaches in embankments
of Baitarani, Brahmani Kha-
rasrota, Kani and Keula rivers
were reported at 24 different
places.

ThesituationinJajpur, Korei
and Dasarathapur blocks are
expected toimprovesoonasthe
water levelin the Baitaranihas
receded,” said Jajpur Collector
Ranjan KumarDas. Thecollector
said asmanyas 127 freekitchens
havebeen opened forthe affect-
ed people.
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Bundelkhand to get
<10Kcr water projects

New Delhi, Aug. 23: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday said the govern-
ment is committed to the
development of drought-
prone Bundelkhand region
and around 500 projects
worth over 210,000 crore
have been sanctioned for
improving water availabili-

L]

Observing that the benefit
of water from three rivers,
Ken, Betwa and Yamuna,
was not reaching the
Bundelkhand region, Mr
Modi said the proposed Ken-
Betwa river linking project
has the potential to change
the fortune of the area and
the Centre is in discussion
with both Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh on this
issue,

He was addressing after
the virtual inauguration of
college and administration
buildings of Jhansi-based
Rani Lakshmi Bai Central
Agricultural University

“Both the Centre and the
UP government are commit-
ted towands development of
Bundelkhand region and
restore its historic identity
and past glory”™ Mr Modi
said.

The Prime Minister men-

MINISTER NARENDRA
Modi said the govern-
ment is committed to the
development of drought-
prone Bundelkhand
region and around 500
projects worth over
710,000 crore have been
sanctioned for improving
water availability.

tioned that before the 2019
general polls, he had prom-
ised to improve water avail-
ability in the Bundelkhand
region in the next five vears
and several initiatives have
been taken in that regard.
“Due to their blessings,
Har Ghar Jal Abhivan (Tap
water to every rural house-
holdy is working at a fast
pace. Construction of water
bodies and laying of
pipelines in all districts are
underway The government
has already sanctioned over
10,000 crove for 500 water
projects for this puwrpose,”
he said. Of these, the work
on projects worth nearly
23,000 crore has commenced
in the last two months.
“When these projects get
completed, lakhs of families
in this region will directly
benefit,” he said. — P71
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Jal shakti ministry

wants direct

control of Swachch Bharat fund

ANIMESH SINGH
NEW DELHI, AUG. 29
Six  wvears after the
Swachech Bharat Kosh

(SBK) was set up by the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in September 2014 to
achieve the target of a
“glean India” by October
2019, the Jal Shakti min-
istry now wants direct
administration of the
cleanliness fund, and has
sought Union Cabinet’s
nod for the purpose,

When Mr Modi had
announced the launch of
Swachch Bharat Mission
(SBM) during his first
Independence Day speech
on August 15, 2014, the
establishment of SBK was
approved by the Union
Cabinet on September 4,
2014, The fund was set up
to attract contributions
from corporate social
responsibility (CSR) capi-
tal of companies as well as
philanthropists to achieve
the aforementioned objec-
tive, The Centre even offers

THE JAL Shakti ministry
last month moved a cabi-
net note for seeking to
shift the administrative
control of SBK under its
jurisdiction, and com-
ments from all the con-
cerned departments have
been invited

tax rebate to contributors
to SBK. However its
administration in the form
of a secretariat was hand-
ed over to the Department
of Expenditure under the
Finance Ministry.

Though the SBK was
formed to release funds to
states for undertaking
works related to drinking
water and sanitation, the
finance ministry’s nod is
needed for releasing funds
from SBK.

While states’ proposals
are invited by the
Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation of
the Union Jal Shakti
Ministry, it has to seek

Finance Ministry's
approval for getting the
state government’s proj-
ects cleared and for getting

the funds from SBEK
released,
Now, according  to

sources privy to develop-
ments, the Jal Shakti
Ministry wanis direct con-
trol of the secretariat of
the SBK on the grounds
that this would simplify
the process of getting the
funds and projects pro-
posed by states cleared in
the larger interest of
achieving the objective of
Swachch Bharat. It says
that once the control of the
fund falls under it, the sys-
tem of clearing projects
and issuing funds for them
would get simplified.
Subsequently the Jal
Shakti ministry last month
moved a cabinet note for
seeking to shift the admin-
istrative control of SBK
under its jurisdiction, and
comments from all the con-
cerned departments have
been invited for the same,
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"Water projects worth 10K cr
sanctioned for Bundelkhand’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
said the government is com-
mitted to the development of
drought-prone Bundelkhand
region and around 500 projects
worth over Rs 10,000 crore have
been sanctioned for improving
water availability.

Observing that the bene-
fit of water from three rivers,
Ken, Betwa and Yamuna, was
not reaching the Bundelkhand
region, Modi said the proposed
Ken-Betwa river linking proj-
ect has the potential to change
the fortune of the area and the
Centre is in discussion with
both Uttar Pradesh and Mad-
hya Pradesh on this issue.

He was addressing after the
virtual inauguration of college
and administration buildings of
Jhansi-based Rani Lakshmi Bai
Central Agricultural University.

“Both the Centre and the
UP government are committed
towards development of Bun-
delkhand region and restore its
historic identity and past glory,”
Modi said.

The prime minister men-
tioned that before the 2019 gen-
eral polls, he had promised to
improve water availability in
the Bundelkhand region in the
next five years and several ini-
tiatives have been taken in that
regard.

“Due to their blessings, "Har
Ghar Jal Abhiyan’ (Tap water to
every rural household) is work-
ing at a fast pace. Construc-
tion of water bodies and laying
of pipelines in all districts are
underway. The government
has already sanctioned over Rs
10,000 crore for 500 water proj-
ects for this purpose.” he said.

'_'0

—

'

Of these, the work on proj-
ects worth nearly Rs 3,000 crore
has commenced in the last two
months.

“When these projects get
completed, lakhs of families in
this region will directly benefit.”
he said, adding that the gov-
ernment has also begun work
on increasing the groundwa-
ter level in this region under
groundwater management
scheme.

Noting that the region was
not getting the benefit of water
despite three rivers, Modi said:
“To change this situation, the
Centre is working continuously.
The Ken-Betwa River Link proj-
ect has the potential to change
the fortune of this region

On this issue, the Centre is
in discussion with two states. “1
am sure, once the Bundelkhand
region gets enough water, then
life here will change fully.” he
added.

Besides water projects, Modi
said thousands of crores worth
of projects are being imple-
mented in this region, includ-
ing Bundelkhand Expressway
and Defence Corridor, that will
create job opportunities.

“The day is not far, Thansi
and adjacent areas which were
famous for valour will make

India Aatmanirbhar (self-reli-
ant) in defence security.” he said.

Stating that the region is
known for “facing challenges”
since the past, the prime min-
ister said the people out here
are bravely challenging the
COVID-19 pandemic and even
the government has made all
efforts to minimise the hard-
ships faced by the poor during
this crisis.

The government is pro-
viding free ration, gas and
depositing thousands of crores
in women’s Jan Dhan bank
accounts across the country,
including Bundelkhand region,
he said.

“Around 10 lakh poor
women in Bundelkhand region
have been provided with free
gas cylinder. Deposited thou-
sands of crores in lakhs of Jan
Dhan accounts of women,”
he said and added that about
Rs 700 crore has been spent
so far under the Garib Kalyan
Rojgar Abhiyan in Uttar
Pradesh alone.

He said that lakhs of work-
ers are getting jobs due to this
initiative.

Even many new ponds were
being constructed and the old
ones were being revived under
this scheme, he added.
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Ample monsoon rains push India’s
summer crop planting to record

NEW DELHI: Plentiful mon-
soon rains spurred Indian farm-
ers to plant summer crops across
a record swathe of farmland 7
per cent bigger than last year,
promising a bumper harvest
in Asia’s third-biggest econ-
omy, despite the rapid spread
of coronavirus.

Farm ministry data shows
growers sowed 108.2 mil-
lion hectares (267.4 million
acres) with crops such as rice,
corn, cotton, soybeans and
sugarcane.

Planting began on June 1,
when monsoon rains typically
hit India, where nearly half
of farmland does not receive

“We're confident that food
production will cross the tar-
get of 298.32 million tonnes
in the 2020-21 crop year,” said
Farm Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar, praising farmers for the
record acreage.

Such a harvest would out-
strip the previous year’s record
output of 295.67 million tonnes.

Between Friday and June
1, farmers planted a greater
acreage of every single sum-
mer crop than last year, the data
showed.

Rice, the main food crop of
the world’s second-most popu-
lous nation, was planted across
38.9 million hectares (96,1 mil-

hectares (87.4 million acres) in
the year-earlier period.
Oilseeds were planted across
19.3 million hectares (47.6 mil-
lion acres), up from 17 million
hectares (42 million acres).
Sowing of soybean, the main
summer oilseed crop, stood at
12 million hectares (29.6 mil-
lion acres), versus 11.3 million
hectares (27.9 million acres).
Sugar cane planting was
marginally higher, at 5.2 million
hectares (12.8 million acres).
Protein-rich pulses, a staple
of the Indian diet, were planted
across 13.4 million hectares
(33.1 million acres), up from
last year’s 12,9 million hectares

Corn acreage of 8 million
hectares (19.8 million acres)
exceeded last year’s 7.9 million
hectares (19.5 million acres).

The area planted with cot-
ton totalled 12.8 million hect-
ares (31,6 million acres) against
12.5 million hectares (30.9 mil-
lion acres).

‘The farm ministry could
revise its preliminary planting
figures, however, as more data
flows in from Indian states.

Afteraspell of patchy rain in
the last two weeks of July, India
received rainfall in August that
was 24% above the average, a
trend weather officials see as
likely to run until the end of

irrigation.
| I .

lion acres), up from 35.4 million

(31.9 million acres).

the month. HGENCIES
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August receives 25% surplus
rainfall, highest in 44 yrs: IMD

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India has
received the highest rainfall
in the month of August in the
last 44 years, IMD data shows,
as several parts of the country
have witnessed floods. Until
August 28, the month recorded
a 25-per cent surplus rainfall,
It has also surpassed the previ-
ous highest rainfall in August,
which was recorded in 1983, In
that year, August had recorded
a 23.8-per cent excess rainfall.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) data shows
that in August 1976, the coun-
try had recorded a 28.4-per
cent excess rainfall,

The country has so far
recorded nine-per cent more
rainfall than normal. Bihar,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Goa
have recorded excess rainfall
while Sikkim has recorded a
large excess. Many states have
seen floods after the swelling

Vehicles move through a waterlogged road after heavy rain, in Bhopal

of rivers.

According to the Central
Water Commission (CWC),
the overall storage position of
the reservoirs in the country
till August 27 is better than the
corresponding period of last
year. It is also better than the
average storage of the last 10
years during the corresponding
period, the CWC said.

"Better than normal stor-

age” is available in the basins
of the Ganga, Narmada, Tapi,
Mabhi, Sabarmati, the rivers
of Kutch, Godavari, Krishna,
Mahanadi and the neighbour-
ing east-flowing rivers, Cau-
very and the neighbouring
east-flowing rivers and west-
flowing rivers of south India,
the CWC said.

The Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir, Manipur,

Telangana Today 30-August-2020

Telangana % Today

LB

Mizoram and Nagaland have
recorded a deficient rainfall.

The official rainfall season
in the country is from June 1
to September 30. June received
17-per cent more rainfall while
July recorded 10-per cent less
rainfall than normal.

In its Long Range Forecast
for rainfall in the second half
(August-September) of the
2020 Southwest Monsoon, the
IMD had said August was likely
to receive rainfall that is 97 per
cent of the LPA, with an error
margin of plus/minus nine per
cent. "Quantitatively, the rain-
fall over the country as a whole
during the second half of the
season is likely to be 104 per
cent of the LPA with an error
margin of plus/minus eight per
cent,” it said.

The LPA rainfall over the
country for the 1961-2010
period is 88 centimetres.

Monsoon in the range of
96-104 per cent of the LPA is
considered normal.

The Rampur pumphouse on the Sriram Sagar flood flow canal. The vast greenery near
the project has turned the area into a picturesgue spot.
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