File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Government of India
Ministry of Jal Shakti
ST AT Aol [awTe Ue T390 |y T Dept. of Water Resources, RD&GR
FETT ST AT Central Water Commission
ST TOTTeAT STferrit=reht e Water System Engineering Directorate

T TR
EERInEEIED]

v AR g&t A FREar F1 gegdeor-06-Rda-2020

ST Ty A v deeag fAwdt & dafeud gAmR g3t i ST S FE STer 3T
o 3EPET & Al o [oIU Heldel [hdT AT §. SHDI HTFC HIUT holT ofel AT Hl
Jease W Y 39elis Fr SATua.

Ho9ads: 3IWad
(-/sd)
g+ s
39 faderd(-/sd)
fAeerF (-/sd)
qar &

3TETET, eI STl AT, 75 ool

AR g: Gl Fafetrl SR STe 3T &1 deATSe http://cwe.gov.in/news-clipping TR &

gfad der (cfaron), dar #aed
TH FS0T A, 75 ool -110066
: 061-29583270,
#ol: wsedte-cwc@gov.in

¢ STe wYaToT AT sifasy o

2" Floor(South), Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110066
Tel: 061-29583270,

E-mail: wsedte-cwc@gov.in

6 Conserve Water- Save Life é



mailto:wsedte-cwc@gov.in
http://cwc.gov.in/news-clipping

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Asian Age 06-September-2020

Heavy rains, thunderstorm hit Delhi,
lead to waterloggmg in several areas

New Delhi, Sept. 5 A
thun(lelatul m
barrelled through the
national  capital on
Saturday evening, uproot-
ing trees and bringing
moderate rains that flood-
ed low-lying areas.

Heavy waterlogging dis-
rupted traffic movement
on key roads.

Rains had been evading
Delhi for the last few
days, with the city record-
ing just traces of rainfall
in the first five days of
September.

The Safdarjung
Observatory, which pro-
vides official figures for
the city, recorded nil rain-
fall till Saturday morn-
ing. Normally, the obser-
vatory records 28.8 mm
precipitation during the
period.

The Palam and Lodhi
road weather stations

Traffic jam on Delhi-Gurgaon Expressway due to water-
logging following heavy rains in Delhi on Saturday. — PT/I

have also reported a rain
deficiency of 99 and 100
percent, respectively, this
month.

Overall, the city has
recorded 555.6 mm rain-
fall against the normal of
552.6 mm since June 1,
when the monsoon sea-

s0n starts,

Delhi recorded 237 mm
rainfall in August this
year, the highest for the
month in seven years,
according to an India
Meteorological
Department data.

The capital had gauged

. L

RAINS HAD been evad-
ing Delhi for the last few
days, with the city
recording just traces of
rainfall in the first five
days of September

THE PALAM and Lodhi
road weather stations
have also reported a rain
deficiency of 99 and 100
percent, respectively,
this month.

119.6 mm precipitation in
August last year, and
206.5 mm in 2018, It
recorded 152.2 mm and
122.1 mm rainfall in
August 2017 and 2016,
respectively.

The August rainfall in
2015 and 2014 stood at
195.4 mm and 139.1 mm.
The rainfall in August
2013 was 321.4 mm. — PTI
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India-Bangladesh riverine trade route opens

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA, SEPTEMBER 5

OPERATIONS ON the India-
Bangladesh inland waterway
route officially began on
Saturday, with a Bangladeshi
vessel transporting a cargo of ce-
ment from the neighbouring
country's Munshiganj port to
Sonamura port in Tripura’s
Sepahijala district.

As part of the riverine trade
route, vessels will travel on the
river Gomati — Tripura’s longest
river, which criss-crosses
through several districts before
merging with river Meghna in
Bangladesh. A permanent jetty
is tobe builtin Sonamura for the
loading and unloading of goads,
with a temporary floating jetty
currently in place.

Tripura Chief Minister Biplab
Kumar Deb welcomed the ves-
sel, saying the route has opened
new horizons and that the state
is seeing the‘acchedin’ as envis-
aged by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Ariver needs to have adepth

The vessel was delayed by several hours after getting stuck
and had to be manually tugged to the jetty. Abhisek Saha

of4-5 feet for goods carrier boats
to operate on a regular basis.
However, the Gomati riverbed
remains navigable for less than
four months a year as scanty
rainfall during the remainder of
the year results in low volume of
water while accumulating sedi-
ments raise the average riverbed,
rendering Gomati even shal-
lower.

On Saturday, the Bangladeshi

vessel was scheduled to reach
Sonamuraby 11 am but was de-
layed by afew hours after getting
stuck 300 meters away from
zero line and had to be manually
tugged till the temporary jetty.
River expert and Tripura
University associate professor
Nibedita Das Pan told The Indian
Express, “The inland waterways
project is new and promising.
Dredging is of course a way to

EXPLAINED

May not affect
° local employment

THE TRIPURA government has said that the waterway con-
nectivity project will be a boon for the state's economy and
will help it grow into a trade and transit hub as well as a

gateway to the northeast.

However, economists feel that chances of local employ-
ment seem thin. “From the point of view of trade and em-
ployment, road transport through Akhaura integrated
check point imports 150 times more alone than Sonamura
jetty’s trade volume... Since the waterway project’s trade
volume would be low, there isn't a massive local employ-
ment to count upon either. Most importantly, the river
route would not stay operational throughout the year,”
Tripura University assistant professor Dr Selim Shah said.

tackle the shallow riverbed but [
am afraid it will take far more than
dredging the actual projectroute.
They might consider dredging till
Maharani barrage, where the sed-
imentation issue starts.”

As an alternate and long-
term solution, she suggested wa-

ter-resistant vetiver grass and
riverbank plantation of bamboo,
favourable varieties of plants to
prevent riverbank erosion, in situ
conservation of soil in the upper
catchment by building small
check-dams, regulated dredging
at certain intervals etc.

The Pioneer 06-September-2020

Flood-hit Karnataka coffee
growers seek relief from Centre

Bengaluru: Feeling under

“Even as we were grappling

from Covid-induced extended
lockdown from April to June,
our estates have been badly hit
by excess rains, floods and
landslides in July and August,
causing huge damage to our
plantations,a leading grower
and state-run Coffee Board
Chairman M.5. Boje Gowda
told IANS here.

huge losses due to heavy rains,
flazch floods, landslides and
Covid-induced lockdown, the
Karnataka coffee growers
sought a bailout from the
Centre, including interest waiv-
er and rescheduling of bank
loans to recover from the nat-
ural disasters, an official said on
Saturday.
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Flood-hit Karnatakacoftee
growersseekrelietfrom Centre
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BENGALURL, 55EFTEMEBER

Redingunder hugelossesdue
to heavy rains, flash floods,
landslides and COVID-induced
lockdown, the Kamataka cof-
feegrowers soughta bailoutfrom
the Centre, including interest
waiver and rescheduling of
bank loanstorecover fromthe
natural disasters, an official
said on Saturday.

" Evenas we were grappling
from Covid-induced extended
lockd own from April toJune, our
estates have been badly hit by
excess rains, flonds and land-
slides in Julyand August, caus-
ing huge damage to our plan -
tations, a leading grower and
state-run Coffee Board Chair-
man M.5. Boje Gowda told
IANS here.

Inthe absence ofspecificsup-
portforthe coffee sector from
the Centre's Rs 20-crore eco-
nomic package announced in

mid-May, the growers peti-
tioned Union Finance Minis-
terMirmala Sitharaman on Fri-
day through video-conference
sought restructuring of bank
loans and interestwaiver aswas
donewith aspecial coffee term
loan (SCTL) package in the
past. "We have lost 35-50 per
centof the berriesdue o inces-
sant rains floods and land-
slidesin coffee-growing districts
ofKodagu, Chikkamaglurand
Hassan in the southemn state,
which will reduce the produc-
tion this vear," said Gowda.
Asthelargest producerof the
aromatic beans, Karnataka
accounts forabout 70% of cof-
fee production in the country,
withadozendstrictsacrossthe
central, coastal and southern
regions of the state spawning

the rich-bio diverse Western
Ghats in the Deccan plateau,
producingthe beanssinee 500
vedrs.

"While the extended lock-
down dismipted operations
and damaged berries when
pluckingwasata peakinMarch,
suspensionof public transport
and restricted vehicular move-
ment prevented growers from
harvestingthe berries and pep-
per intercrop, asworkers could
not commute to estates for
weeks," recalled Karnataka
Planters’ Association Chair-
man Shirish Vijayendra.

Thebeleaguered sectorisyvet
to recover from the production
loss in 2018 and 2019 due to
heavvuntimelyrains and floods
in the coffee-growing dis-
tricts." Thegovernment should
restructureourcropand devel -
opment loans into a single
term lnan, extend therepayment
period to9 vears, with a2-vear
moratoriwm, " said Vijavandra.
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Rainslash Delhi;
waterlogging, traffic
jamsinseveral areas

PTI
MEW DELHLS
SEPTEMBER

A thunderstorm bar-
relledthrough the
national capital on Sat -
urdayevening, uproot -
ingtrees and bringing
moderate rains that
foodedlow-lringaeas,

Heavy waterlog-
ging disruptedtraffic
movement on key
roads.

Rains had been
evading Delhi for the
lastfew davs, withthe
city recording just
races of rminfallin the
first five days of Sep-
tember. The Safdar-
jung Observatory,
which provides official
fipures for the city,
recorded nil rainfall
till Saturday mom-
ing.Normally, the
ohservatory records
28.8 mm precipita-
tion during the period.

The Palam and
Lodhi road weather

stations have also
reported a rain defi-
ciency of 99 and 100
percent, respectvely
this month.

Orveral, the city has
recorded 555.6 mm
rainfall against the
normal of 552.6 mm
since June 1, when the
MONS00T SEAsn starts.

Delhi recorded 237
mm rainfall in Augnst
this vear, the highest
for the month in seven
vears, accordingto an
India Meteorol ogical
Department data.

The capital had
gauged 119.6mm pre-
cipitation in August
last year, and 206.5
mmin 2018. ltrecord-
ed 152 2mmand 122.1
mmrainfall in August
2017 and 2016, respec-
tively.

The August rain-
fall in 2015 and 2014
stood at195.4 mm and
139. 1mm. The rainfall
in August 2013 was
3214 mm.
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An engineer stands on the site of world's highest railway bridge under construction over

River Chenab in Kauri Reasi district of Jammu and Kashmir. The bridge is expected to
be 35 metres taller than the Eifiel Tower. — Photo: ANI
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Telangana (% Today

|: Fruitful Season :|

Monsoon benevolent on city

Hyderabad has already received 595.1 mm rainfall against the normal of 611 mm with season yet to end

SUNNY BASKI
HYDERABAD

The Southwest Monsoon
this year has been very
benevolent on Hyderabad,
with the capital city crossing
the normal rainfall during
the monsoon much before
the end of the season.

The monsoon, which was
sort of staid in June and July,
peaked in August with con-
tinuous rainfall recorded in
the Greater Hyderabad re-
gion along with in other dis-
tricts in the State. According
to the Meteorological De-
partment, against the nor-
mal rainfall of 611 mm, the
city has already received a
rainfall of 5951 mm between
June 1 and August 31, with
September still to go. The
situation is similar in Ran-
gareddy which recorded a
rainfall of 541.1 mm, againsta
normal 386.8 mm while
Medchal - Malkajigiri now
have 585 mm against a nor-
mal rainfall of 499.4 during
June and August.

Before the monsoon set
in, IMD had predicted that
the State was likely to
record a rainfall of up to 110
per cent this year, Against a
normal rainfall of 755 mm
during June and September,
it said the State could record
a rainfall of up to 830 mm,
which will be the highest in
the last four years. Indeed,
by the end of August itself,
the State has received a rain-
fall of 849.4 mm. The aver-
age rainfall in the last three

© City got a rainfall of
595.1 mm between
June 1and August 31

Bountiful shoywers

© From Jan 1, rainfall is
73cm against usual
annual figures of 82cm

© Overall rainfall in State
is 843.3 mm against
normal of 595.5 mm

RAINFALL IN DISTRICTS

W Actual rainfall (mm)
I 1,612.5
Bhupalpally 043.2 d

; I 1,368.2
Bhadradri e
Warangal Urban B 1 268.7

Normal rainfall (mm)

526.4

© Last year, State recorded Karimnagar [ 985.8

805.6 mm of rainfall 561.9
I 339.9

© Jayashankar Bhupalpally fbaminen 6374
records highest rainfall
0f1,612.5 mm Hyderabad —“:95.2

© IMD had predicted that Medeha Malkaigir | HY 06 0 o
Telangana was likely to 499.4 s e
record a rainfall of up to a1 etween June
110 per cent this year Rangareddy _me_s and August 31)

years in Telangana stands at

a surplus of 43 per cent. Last
year, the State witnessed
805.6 mm of rainfall against
anormal of 759.6 mm.

Across the State,
Jayashankar Bhupalpally has
0 far received the highest
rainfall at 1,6125 mm fol-
lowed by Warangal Rural
(1449.7 mm), Mahabubabad
(1390.1 mm) and Bhadradri
Kothagudem (1368.2 mm).
IMD officials said that ex-
cept Nirmal and Nizamabad,
all other districts had
recorded normal to very ex-
cess rainfall in the last three
months.

Humid conditions prevail in capital

HYDERABAD: After inces-
sant rains in August, Hyder-
abad is now experiencing
humid weather conditions
with temperatures little
above the normal.

On Saturday, the city
recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 33.2 degrees
Celsius, whichis two de-
grees Celsius above normal
while the minimum temper-
ature on Friday night was 24
degrees Celsius. According
to the Meteorological De-

partment, Hyderabad, an
east-west shear zone is run-
ning roughly along with a
cyclonic circulation over
southeast and adjoining
east-central Arabian Sea,
and under its influence,
temperatures are above
normal.

During the last 24 hours,
the maximum temperature
of 35 degrees Celsius was
recorded at Quthbullapur. In
the State, Bhadradri-Koth-
agudem district recorded

the highest temperature at
37.8 degrees Celsius, ac-
cording to the TS Develop-
ment Planning Society.

Rain forecast

On the other hand, the Met
Department said thunder-
storms accompanied by
lightning are very likely to
occur at isolated places over
Telangana in the next four
days. There is also a possi-
bility of heavy rains at iso-
lated parts.
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Flood-hit Karnataka coffee growers seek relief from Centre

BENGALURU: Reeling under
huge losses due to heavy rains,
flash floods, landslides and
Covid-induced lockdown, the
Karnataka coffee growers sought
a bailout from the Centre,
including interest waiver and
rescheduling of bank loans to
recover from the natural disas-
ters, an official said on Saturday.

“Even as we were grappling
from Covid-induced extended
lockdown from April to June,
our estates have been badly
hit by excess rains, floods and
landslides in July and August,

causing huge damage to our
plantations,a leading grower
and state-run Coffee Board
Chairman M.S. Boje Gowda
told IANS here.

In the absence of specific
support for the coffee sector
from the Centre’s Rs 20-crore
economic package announced
in mid-May, the growers peti-
tioned Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Fri-
day through video-conference
sought restructuring of bank
loans and interest waiver as was
done with a special coffee term

loan (SCTL) package in the past.

“We have lost 35-50 per cent
of the berries due to incessant
rains, floods and landslides
in coffee-growing districts of
Kodagu, Chikkamagluru and
Hassan in the southern state,
which will reduce the produc-
tion this year," said Gowda.

As the largest producer of
the aromatic beans, Karnataka
accounts for about 70 of cof-
fee production in the country,
with dozen districts across the
central, coastal and southern

rich-bio diverse Western Ghats
in the Deccan plateau, produc-
ing the beans since 500 years.

“While the extended lock-
down disrupted operations and
damaged berries when plucking
was at peak in March, suspen-
sion of public transport and
restricted vehicular movement
prevented growers from har-
vesting the berries and pepper
inter-crop, as workers could not
commule to estates for weeks,”
recalled Karnataka Planters
Association Chairman Shirish
Vijayendra.

The beleaguered sectoris yet
to recover from the production
loss in 2018 and 2019 due to
heavy untimely rainsand floods
in the coffee-growing districts.

“The government should
restructure our crop and devel-
opment loans into a single term
loan, extend repayment period
to 9 years, with a 2-year mora-
torium,” said Vijayandra.

The growers also urged the
ministry to reduce the interest
rate on crop and development
loans to 3 per cent per annum to
ease the burden on the growers

during the Covid crisis.

“As in the case of other sec-
tors, especially farmers, interest
on loans for inter-crops like pep-
per should be waived to com-
pensate for the loss incurred due
to the twin crisis -~ pandemic
and floods,” Gowda added.

Coffee production declined
50 per cent in 2019-20 and 35
per cent in 2018-19 due to
heavy rain, floods and land-
slides from about 3,00,000
tonnes in the past, Fall in inter-
national prices also affected

regions of the state spawning the

Rain lashes Capital;
waterlogging, traffic
jams in several areas

Cyclists ride across a road during rain on Saturday

PTI

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI:

A thunder-

storm barrelled through the
national capital on Saturday
evening, uprooting trees and
bringing moderate rains that
flooded low-lying areas.
Heavy waterlogging dis-
rupted traffic movement on key
roads. Rains had been evading
Delhi for the last few days. with
the city recording just traces
of rainfall in the first five days
of September. The Safdarjung
Observatory, which provides
official figures for the city,
recorded nil rainfall till Sat-
urday morning. Normally, the
observatory records 28.8 mm
precipitation during the period.
The Palam and Lodhi road
weather stations have also
reported a rain deficiency of 99
and 100 percent, respectively,

this month.
Overall,

the

city has

recorded 555.6 mum rainfall
against the normal of 552.6

mm since June 1,

when the

mMonsoon season starts.

Delhi recorded 237 mm
rainfall in August this year,
the highest for the month in
seven years, according to an
India Meteorological Depart-
ment data. The capital had
gauged 119.6 mm precipita-
tion in August last year, and
206.5 mm in 2018. It recorded
1522 mm and 122.1 mm rain-
fall in August 2017 and 2016,

respectively.

The August rainfall in 2015
and 2014 stood at 195.4 mm
and 139.1 mm. The rainfall in
August 2013 was 321.4 mum.

Meanwhile, after oscillating
between the “good” and “sat-
isfactory”™ categories for one-
and-half~-month, the national
capitals air quality dropped

to the "moderate” category on

Saturday.

export revenue. 1AKS
1
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