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Seechewal model for
Dera Baba Nanak

Ravi DHALIWAL

GURDASPUR, SEPTEMBER 6
The state government has
chosen Dera Baba Nanak
to implement the Seechew-
al model, meant to clean
ponds and subsequently
irrigate agricultural fields.

The project will be exe-
cuted in all 254 villages and
in the ongoing first phase,
Rs 29.13 crore has been
sanctioned for 180 hamlets.

Later, the model will be
implemented in all the vil-
lages of Gurdaspur and
Pathankot districts.

Already, of the 180 wvil-
lages, 101 have implement-
ed the system, which also
goes by the name of Tha-
par model. Funds have
bheen provided by various
agencies of the state and
Central governments, like
the Swacch Bharat
Abhiyan, Finance Com-
mission, Smart Village
Project and MGNREGA.
Each village has been allo-
cated grants between Hs 15
lakh and Rs 25 lakh.

The model is a water
treatment project in which
sewage water is purified
and later used for irriga-
tion. The model was tech-
nically upgraded by Tha-
par University, Patiala.

Sukhjinder Singh Rand-

hawa, Cabinet minister

329.13 ersanctioned
for pilot project to
clean ponds

and Dera Baba Nanak
MLA, is personally super-
vising the execution of the
project. The minister
claimed the venture had
been so successful that the
Union Government had
approved it to clean the
Ganga as well.

“It envisages the collec-
tion of sewage water into a
pond where a wire mesh-
ing is used to filter objects
flowing in the water. After
that, the polluted water is
taken into two wells where
silt and other extraneous
material are taken away
before it flows to the third
well, where it is cleaned
with sunrays,” he said.

“All the 254 villages will
have a new pond cleaning
system in place by the end
of the year,” said Deputy
Commissioner  Moham-
mad Ishfaq.
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Study says Nainital green cover declining experts worried

VINEET UPADHYAY @ODehradun
A study by Dehradun-based
Centre for Ecology Develop-
ment and Research (CE! §
IIT-Roorkee and Forest Re-
search Institute-Dehradun
has revealed that the green
cover in Nainital landscape
has declined by 100 hectares
(8.6%) in last three decades, a
worrisome trend in the land-
slide prone area.

The study also outlined the
importance of building rain-
water harvesting structures in
hotels and residential build-
ings, which can reduce the
stress on Naini Lake, the pri-
mary source of water supply

to the hill town.

“The rapid growth of popu-
lation, tourism influx, and the
development of Nainital as
tourist hill town has increased
the built-up area. In this peri-
od, rapid urbanisation, as
well as anthropogenic
activities such as the
construction of roads,
parking areas, hotels,
schools and recrea-
tional sites, has con-
tributed to an increment
of the built-up area, making
the town susceptible to land-
glides,” the study stated.

According to the study,
funded by Union Jal Shakti
Ministry and state Depart-

Nainital's green
cover comes down

Union Jal Shakt! Ministry
said the green cover in
Nainital — around 12.19 sq
km —spanned 56.86%
of total area in 1990
and has come down
to 48.25% in 2020.

ment of Water Resourc-

es, the green cover in
Nainital —around 12.19 sq km
—spanned 56.86% of total area
in 1990 and has come down to
48.25% in 2020. Dr Vishal Sin-
gh, deputy executive director
of CEDAR, said, “Increase in

built-up area and decreasing
forest cover is worrisome.
Nainital is highly landslide
prone and falls in Zone IV of
seismic map. The population
of the town has increased five
folds since 1901...the built-up
area has doubled in last three
decades. Restrictions imposed
on vulnerable slopes have
been blatantly flouted. Even
SC directives have failed to de-
ter the building mafia. If strict
mitigation measures are not
taken immediately, horrific
loss of life and property may
occur, threatening the very ex-
istence of the beautiful town."”

In 2017, water levels in the
lake dipped an unprecedented

18 feet below zero mark (which
is the optimum water level of
the lake) in the summers, rais-
inglalarm.“We should focus on
‘Catch the Rain’ programme
of the Government of India
which entails water harvest-
. Rainwater harvesting
ctures can make the hill
wi sustainable in terms of
water conservation and can
help the authorities to main-
tain the lake level throughout
the year,” Singh said.

“The challenge is to meet
the water shortage through
rainwater harvesting and
making it sustainable and foy
the end users,” said Dr Anvita
Pandey, one of the experts.
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RAINFALL LIKELY
AFTER WARM,
DRY SPELL: IMD

T.5.5. SIDDHARTH |1 DC
HYDERABAD, SEPT. &

After consecutive dry
days, with temperatures
soaring to 34" Celsius,
the city might experience
a spell of rain that will
quell the heat and humid-
ity in the coming days,
predict meteorologists.

Going by a warning
issued by the Indian
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD), there should
be thunderstorms across
isolated places in the
Telangana  state  till
September 10,

“There are going to be
thunderstorms from
Thursday onwards.
Because there are a lot of
clouds, there are very few
chances for the heat on
the surface of the earth
to find a route to escape.
That is why the tempera-
ture has risen over the
city,” Dr K. Nagaratna,
director (in-charge),
Indian Meteorological
Department, Hyderabad,
told Deccan Chronicle.

Incidentally, the city
had recorded a tempera-
ture of 33.2°C, which is
2*C above normal on
Saturday,

On Sunday, it had
inched up to 33.8°C, 3°C
higher than normal.
Even the minimum tem-
perature  which was
meant to be 21.9°C at this
time of the yvear had shot
up to 24.9°C on Sunday.
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Flood relief: Central team
to meet CM today

K'taka has estimated
the damage at
Rs 4,800 crore

BENGALURLL DHNS

six-member central

athree-day wour from
tomorrow to assess the extent
of damage cansed by floods n
parts of Karnataka in August

e team headed by K v
Pl“),]l:ummﬁ
Ministry I-lmrhﬁ.m,
hiold s meetimg with Chief Min-

ister BS Yediyurappa and other

timated losses vo the Tune of
Rz 4 00 crore cansed due w

also hold meetings with the
Revenue department officials,
before rerurning o Delhito fi
nalizethe compensation under

The water level in Tungabhadra dam has reached 1.,632.94 feel, 3 few hnu:mn'rtlll
reservoir level oH swom

Tungabhadra dam near full, flood alert sounded

Inflow inwo Tungabhadra twotothree lewed of 1,633 feet.
ﬂhﬁl;‘ﬂﬂﬂ ﬂ‘h:;‘ released m
CUSEC & Wil
rAin in its catchmanitareas ing 12 infhow invin T dam hasin-
in Malnad, repores DHNS 3 ereaseddue to good rinfall
from And aforther 9,000cusecs  in arcas. With
On Samwrday the TH was released o camls in the i nflowexpected o rise
day. in the et low diys, a huge
pal Ballariand Raichur Ason 6, isheing re-
districts, ved 35,000  thewater levelinthedam  leasedintothe river. People

for K arnataka. Yediyurappa will also a hold berween some ministers in
a meeting with his Cabinet  the Cabinet, along with other
CMtomeet ministers colleagues. The meeting, ac-  issues related to theupcoming

Aheadofthe upcoming begisle  cording to sources, is expect-  session,
re session on Sepember 21, ed to iron out the differences



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Statesman 07-September-2020

A youth stands on a submerged portion of Aril Ghatas he prepares to jJump into the flooded
Yamuna river, in Allahabad on Sunday. u AFP
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Digital meters to
check groundwater

JBS UMANADH
Hyderabad

Telangana will soon have
digital meters monitoring
groundwater levels in the
State, and also a mobile app
that will help citizens to
gauge water levels in their
localities besides checking
on the quality of groundwa-
ter in their area,

The project, funded by
the Jal Shakti Ministry, will
help the State digitise 240
monitoring stations known
as Piezometers which will
send minute-to-minute de-
tails about the water levels
to the central database of
the Telangana Ground
Water Department (GWD).

“In addition to the histor-
ical data, these digital
recorders, once fixed, will
record data continuously
and send the same to the

servers through SMS at
every six-hour or 12-hour
intervals or as desired by
the department. In all, 240
of the 504 old assessment
units are being upgraded
into digital units. Since
these units are now in shal-
low waters, we are now dig-
ging deep to install new dig-
ital Peizometers,” Pandith
Madhunure, Director
GWD, said.

The Rs 2.40 crore initia-
tive, which was taken up
under the National Hydrol-
ogy Project funded by the
World Bank, is being imple-
mented in all the major
river basins of the State.
The digital meters are being
fixed in sub basins which
are spread over 200 to 300
sgkms and termed as as-
sessment units confined toa
hydrological boundary.

(REPORT PAGE 5)
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|: Groundwater Assessment :|

Real time data

collection soon

Analysis, dissemination to govt, public will begin thereafter

B S UMANADH
HYDERABAD

The Telangana Ground
Water Department is hope-
ful that real time data col-
lection will begin within
two months and data analy-
sis and dissemination to
government departments
and the general public will
begin immediately after
that. This development fol-
lows arrival of equipment
and the process of installa-
tions taken up.

The digital meters will
also provide historical data
to the central database
which will help analysts
compare water levels at dif-
ferent periods of time in a
particular basin.

“For instance, we can
compare the groundwater
levels before and after
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme (KLIS) was con-
structed. Details of the sur-
face water level, feasibility
of water in that sub basin
and how water levels are
changing in layers of the
ground over a period of time

Q0

Surface water level,
feasibility of water
in the sub basin and
how water levels
are changing can be
ascertained

= RAKESH CHANDER
GWD DEPUTY DIRECTOR

can be ascertained,” GWD
Deputy Director Rakesh
Chander said.

The real time and the his-
torical data will be linked to
the Telangana Water Re-
sources Information System
which is implemented by
the Telangana Irrigation
and Command Area Devel-
opment Department so that
the data can be available on
public domain,

“One day, the same data
will be linked to the Chief
Minister’s dash-board so
that groundwater level in
real-time can be made avail-
able to the authorities to

take informed decisions,”
Rakesh Chander said.

App in six months

The real interface of the
Groundwater Department
with the public will be the
“Groundwater Information
System” through the mobile
app. People can get to know
the groundwater level
where they are staying as
also quality of water.

The user will have to se-
lect the geographic location
on the app and seek specific
details. The user need not
necessarily stay close to the
river basin as the app will be
GIS (Geographic Informa-
tion System) based and
linked with the central data-
base of the GWD that will
also have historical data of
all the geographic locations
in the State,

It will fetch the details
and display them. However,
the app will be created after
the database is ready to dis-
seminate information, The
app will be ready within six
mpélths, GWD authorities
said.



STATE BUREAU
Medak

Medak MP Kotha Prabhakar
Reddy said that Telangana
would emerge as a fisheries
exporting State as the gov-
ernment has been releasing
fishlings into all the water
bodies besides filling minor
irrigation tanks with Go-
davari water. Prabhakar
Reddy said that Telangana
would become a hub for fish-
eries industries socn since
the water bodies would re-
main filled round the year.
Addressing the news re-
porters after releasing fish-
lings into Peddacheruvuy, the
biggest lake in Chegunta
mandal in Kondapur on
Sunday, the Medak MP said
that the previous govern-
ment that ruled the State
had completely ignored the
well-being of fishermen
community, He further said
that they had even failed to
identify the potential of rais-
ing fishlings in water bodies.
Hailing Chief Minister K
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‘State to be hub for fisheries’

Previous govt failed to identify potential of the industry, says Medak MP

| il —

)

Medak MP Kotha Prabhakar Reddy releasing fishlings into Peddacheruvu in Chegunta mandal.

Chandrashekhar Rao, who
conceived the idea, Reddy
said that the Chief Minis-
ter’s decision had com-
pletely changed the lives of
the fishermen in Telangana,
In addition to releasing fish-
lings into the water bodies,

Reddy said that they had ini-
tiated several programmes
such as distribution of vehi-
cles to fishermen at subsidy
rate, He suggested Chegunta
MPP Srinivas, ZPTC mem-
ber B Srinivas, other leaders
and Fisheries Department

officials to release the fish-
lings into all the water bod-
ies to benefit the fishermen.
He said that not only fisher-
men, but also the entire
State would become pros-
perous with Kaleshwaram
Lift Trrigation Scheme,
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