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MODI LAUNCHES
PROJECTS TO
BOOST FISHERIES
SECTOR, HAILS
BIHAR CM NITISH

Vijay Swaroop
lettersi@hindustantimes.com

PATMA: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Thursday launched Prad-
han Mantri Matsya Sampada
Yojana, a flagship scheme for
focused and sustainable devel-
opment of the fisheries sector in
the country, and other projects
related to agriculture and animal
husbandry worth 3294.53 crore
in poll-bound Bihar.

He set the tone for campaign-
ing in the forthcoming assembly
elections by praising chief minis-
ter Nitish Kumar's work towards
ensuring safe drinking water
supply in villages.

Inaugurating the schemes,
Maodi said, "People engaged in
pisciculture will benefit largely
trom this scheme. It is our aim
that in the next three or four
years, we double our production
and give the fisheries sector a
boost.”

“PMMSY will pave the path
for a renewed White Revolution
{dairy sector) and Sweet Revolu-
tion (apiculture sector),” the PM
said. He added that 21 states in
India will launch the scheme
which will boost the fortunes of
milkmen and apiculturists.

Lauding the state govern-
ment’s flagship programme of
Har Ghar Jal Scheme, he said,
“Under Nitish Kumar’s leader-
ship, the project to equip every
household with piped water is
indeed praiseworthy. During
this period, around 1.5 crore
homes were linked with piped
water supply. This is no mean
achievement.”

CM Nitish Kurmnar said that the
project will allow people
involved in pisciculture and ani-
mal husbandry to help bring
variety to the sector. “79% of peo-
ple in the state live in villages
and 76% are dependent on agri-
culture and other related activi-
ties,” he said, adding the state
was utilising wetlands for fishing
and farming.

PM SET THE TONE
FOR CAMPAIGNING
FOR THE BIHAR
POLLS BY PRAISING
CHIEF MINISTER
NITISH KUMAR
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'DRY |SPELL - Proposals have heen sent to commissioner for alternative crop planning

North AP stares at drought-like situation

V.KL. GAYATRI | DC
VISAKHAPATNAM, SEPT. 10

Unprecedented in any rainy
season in the north Andhra
districts, the farmers of
Srikakulam and Viziana-
garam districts have been
experiencing drought and
dry weather conditions in
the ongoing kharif season.
The farmers in the three
districts have lost hope as
the erops are drying,
Vizianagaram district is
facing almost drought-like
situation. Out of 34 mandals
in the district, 32 have been
suffering deficit and scanty
rainfall. In Srikakulam, out

of 38 mandals, 19 have
deficit rainfall and five
scanty rainfall.

In Visakhapatnam, the
main vegetation activity
mandals, including Huku-
mpeta Araku, Madugula, G.
Madugula, K. Kotapadu,
Anandapuram, Bheemili,
Paravada, Sabbavaram, Na-
kkapalli and Payakaraopeta
are facing deficit rainfall.

Visakhapatnam  Urban
and Rural and Atch-
utapuram mandals are also
facing trouble due to scanty
rainfall. In Visakhapatnam
district, 15 mandals face a
rainfall deficit.

The Vizianagaram district

© PADDY IS being cultivat-
ed in 1,22,997 hectares
every year. This has been
limited to 77,000 hectares.
Due to poor rainfall, even
this crop is drying up. As
there are no water sources,
only 50 per cent of other
crops have been sown
against the total extent of
1.8 lakh hectares.

administration has started
damage control measures
and directed officials to cre-
ate awareness among farm-
ers to turn to alternative
crops.

Paddy is being cultivated

in 1,22997 hectares every
vear. This has been limited
to 77,000 hectares. Due to
poor rainfall, even this crop
isdrying up. As there are no
water sources, only 50 per
cent of other crops have
been sown against the total
extent of 1.8 lakh hectares.
Proposals have been sent
to commissioner of agricul-
ture for alternative crop
planning and seeds. The dis-
trict resource centre is con-
ducting  training  pro-
grammes with farmers on
alternative crops as a part of
drought relief measures,
said joint collector,
Vizianagaram, Dr G.C.

Kishore Kumar.

The soil should be com-
pletely wet by end of
August. Even in mid-
September, there are no
rains and the soil is dry
Farmers are not entering
the fields as there is no work
without water, lamented K.
Appala Naidu of Gantyada
mandal, Vizianagaram dis-
trict.One or two spells of
rains are not useful to the
kharif and this vear most
mandals are losing cultiva-
tion, Naidu assessed.
ANCHOR: Spot: The Centre
said it has no role to decide
the number of capitals and
their location in a state.
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With Maha inflows into
SRSP, water released

NARENDER
PULLOOR | DC
NIZAMABAD, SEPT. 10

With continuous inflows
from upstream River
Godavari in

Maharashtra, the
sriramsagar Project
(SRSP) has started

releasing water into the
Flood Flow Canal (FFC)
from Thursday. Project
officials released 12,857
cusecs of water. SRSP
currently has 1090.3 feet
of water against its
full reservoir level of
1091.00 ft.

The gross storage
capacity of the project is
90.313 tme ft. With pres-
ent level reaching 86.46
tme ft and inflows con-
tinuing, officials
released water through
FFC into mid-Manair
reservoir in Karimn-
agar district. It has been
decided to maintain
SRSP storage at 85.00

THE GROSS storage
capacity of the project
is 90.313 tmc ft. With
present level reaching
86.46 tmc ft and inflows
continuing, officials
released water through
FFC into mid-Manair
reservoir in Karimnagar
district.

tme ft while releasing
water through various
canals.

Officials have also
released 6,000 cusecs of
water each into
Kakativa and
Sarasvathi canals, 300
cuzecs into Laxmi canal,
30 cusecs for Alisagar
lift irrigation scheme,
405 cusecs Gutpa LI
scheme, and 152 cusecs
to Mission Bhagiratha
scheme.

Evaporation  losses
account for 627 cusecs.
Inflows into the project

are currently 26,732
cusecs while outflows
are 19,154 cusecs.

SRSP superintendent
engineer Sushil
Deshpande has alerted
district administration
of Nizamabad, Jagtial
and Karimnagar dis-
tricts about the release
of water into flood Now
canal. Fishermen, farm-
ers and others have been
advised to be cautious,
as outflows into
the flood flow canal
will be increased
gradually.

The Gaikwad Major
Irrigation Project
across River Godavari
in Maharashtra has
reached full reservoir
level and is releasing
water downstream.
Similarly, projects in
Parbhani and Nanded
districts too are releas-
ing water into the river,
which have enabled out-
flows from SRSP.
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Nod to route
dam water
for industries

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA
@ Chennai

THE regional empowered
committee of the Union Envi-
ronment Ministry (MoEF) on
Thursday approved the pro-
posal from the Tamil Nadu
Water Supply and Drainage
Board (TWAD) to release wa-
ter from Srivaikuntam dam
to industries for 25 years. The
committee has asked the En-
vironment and Forests De-
partment to revoke the Gov-
ernment Order

(GO), dated
March 17,
2008, which
permits
TWAD to
supply the
dam water for

drinking purposes only.

The decision was taken
during the 42nd meeting of
the committee at its regional
office in Chennai on August
14, of which TNIE has ac-
cessed the details.

TWAD had earlier commis-
sioned 20 million gallons of
water per day (MGD) (rough-
ly about 9.2 crore litres), un-
der the Closed Circuit
Scheme in 2011, for supplying
drinking water in
Thoothukudi.

TWAD Board officials told
TNIE that the project was
conceived in 1970, exclusively
for industries, and a GO was
passed on April 12, 1970. P2
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Monitor glacial
lakes

s climate change melts glaciers,

a threat looms large in moun-

ainous areas - glacial lake out-
burst floods, which pose great dangers
to mountain communities and mega
infrastructures downstream. There is
little warning before these disasters
occur; and as they have done in the
past, the unstable lakes could burst,
releasing huge amounts of water and
sweeping everything in its path. The
volume of these lakes, according to
scientists who used satellite imaging,
remote-sensing data and other tools
to study all of the world’s glacial lakes,
has increased by about 50 percent in
30 years.

The increase in glacial lake expan-
sion increases flood risk, according to
the latest global study published in the
journal MNature Climate Change, which
shows dramatic growth in the size of
glacial lakes over the decades. And sci-
entists expect the number and size of
lakes formed by glacial melt water to
increase and even accelerate as tem-
peratures rise.

some glacial lakes, according to
researchers, may grow rapidly while
others grow slowly as they lose con-
nection with glaciers in the process of
melting. Others would drain out or
gradually fill with sediments, or their
growth will be stabilised by human
intervention.

Glacial lakes are formed by melt-
ing glaciers and are dammed by ice or
glacial sediment known as moraine,
which is composed of loose rock and
debris and hence unstable. The expan-
sion of these lakes increases the risk
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Telangana & Today

TS to see more rains in coming days

Denizens in the city heave a sigh of relief as moderate showers bring the mercury down

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

Hyderabad, which has been
witnessing summer like
weather over the last week,
heaved a sigh of relief on
Thursday with rains mak-
ing a moderate comeback.
More importantly, rains are
likely to continue, not just
in Hyderabad but across
Telangana, with the India
Meteorological  Depart-
ment here issuing a weather
warning, stating that thun-
derstorms and lightning
wete ‘very likely’ across the
State till September 14,

During the last one week,
the day temperatures were
hovering arcund 35 degree
Celsius, which was five de-
grees above normal, Apart
from maximum tempera-
tures, the nights too had
turned slightly warmer
with the minimum temper-
atures touching 25 degree
Celsius.

However, the skies
opened on Thursday and
several parts received rains,
ranging from light to mod-
erate rainfall, with Rajen-
dranagar receiving the
highest rainfall of 47 mm till
4 pm, followed by
Kachiguda (42.8 mm), Atta-
pur (40.5) and Bahadurpura
(40.3 mm}, according to the
Telangana State Develop-
ment Planning Society
(TSDPS).

In the last 24 hours, the
highest temperature of 37.6
was recorded at Band-
laguda while maximum
rainfall of 7.3 mm was re-
ceived at Patancheruvu.

Several parts of the city received light to moderate rain on Thursday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana

Across the State, the high-
est rainfall of 53.8 mm was
recorded at Tadvai in Mu-
lugu district. The weather
forecast from TSDPS indi-
cated that light to moderate
rain/thundershowers could
be expected at a few places
for next three days.

The maximum tempera-
tures are expected to be in
the range of 33 degree Cel-
sius to 34 degree Celsius,
while the minimum tem-
peratures could be around
23 degree Celsius to 25 de-
gree Celsius.

Thunderstorms, lightning till Monday

HYDERABAD: The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) forecasted thunder-
storms accompanied by
lightning in isolated places
of the State from Thursday
till Monday, under the influ-
ence of a low pressure area
likely to form over west-
central Bay of Bengal off
Andhra Pradesh coast
around Sunday.

A trough runs from East
Uttar Pradesh to Vidarbha

and extends up to 0.9 kilo-
meters above mean sea
level.

On Thursday, several
parts of the State recieved
low to moderate Domakal
(Mahabubabad) 3 cm, Sir-
pur (Kumaram Bheem) 3
cm, Dindigul (Malkajgiri) 3
cm, Kondurg (Rangareddy)
2 cm, Narsapur 2 cm, Ma-
habubabad 2cm, Medchal
(M Malkajgiri) 2 cm, Al-
ladurg (Medak) 2 cm,

Hathanoora (Sangareddy) 2
cm, Wankdi (Kumaram
Bheem) 2 cm, Garla (Ma-
habubabad) 1cm, Kothagu-
dem (B Kothagudem) 1cm,
Marpalle (Vikarabad) 1¢cm,
Gandeed (Mahabubnagar)
1, Raikode (Sangareddy) 1
cm, and Peddemul
(Vikarabad) also 1cm.

On the otherhand, heavy
inflows continued in proj-
ects on river Krishna due to
rains in the upper regions.
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