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MNOC — individual domestic con-
sumers in bath rural and urban ar-
eas for drinking water and domes-
tic uses; rural drinking water

Now, groundwater NOC must for apartments, industries

supply as bulk water suppliers will
now mandatorily seek Mo Obje-
For residential apartments,

THE CENTRE has notified new  supply schemes; Armed Forces  group housing societies and gov-
guidelines to regulate extraction  Establishments and Central Arm-  emmentsupply agendesinurban
of groundwater, making itmand-  ed Police Forcesestablishmentsin - areas, there will be no abstraction
atory for new and existing indus-  both rural and urban areas; agri-  charge for domestic use up to 25
tries, group housing societies, and  cultural activities; and microand  cubicmetrejmonth. However, be-
private water supply tankerstoget  smallenterprisesdrawingground- — yond this, they will have to pay.
anoobjectioncertificate (NOC)for ~ water less than 10 cubic Non-compliance of NOC
withdrawal of groundwater, Mon- — metre/day. guidelines will draw a penalty be-
compliance of NOC conditions However, NOC will be requir-  tween Bs 50,000 to Rs 10,00,000,
may attract a penalty betweenRs  ed forgroundwaterextractionfor — depending on the violation,
S50,000and Rs 100akh. drinking and domestic use for res- The guidelines say extraction

“All new fexisting industries,  idential apartments or group ho-  of groundwater for commercial
industries seeking expansion, in-  usingsocietiesinurbanareaswh-  use by industries, infrastructure
frastructure projects and mining ~ ere “local government water  units and mining projects without
projects abstracting groundwater,  supply agencyisunabletosupply — an NOC will be considered illegal
unlessspecificallyexempled..will  reguisite amount of water”. The  and they will be liable to pay Envi-
be required to seek No Objection  entities will also have to pay  ronmental Compensation. The
Certificate from Central Ground  charges. TheNOCissuedunderthe  guidelines authorise district au-
Water Authontyor,theconcemed new guidelines willbevalid for 2-  thorities to take action.
State/ UTGroundWater Authority  Syears depending on the entity. In Over-exploited assessment
as the case may be,” say the guide- “Saleolgroundwaterbyaper-  units. NoObjection Certificate shall
lines notified by Jal Shakti Ministry.  son/ agency not having validno  not be granted for groundwater
Theguidelineswerenatifiedinthe  objection certificate from CGWW  abstraction to any new industry
gazette on September 24 and ca-  State Ground Water Authority is  except those falling in the MSME
me into force with immediate e~ not permitted,” the guidelines
fect. The guidelines have exem-  state. “All priviate tankers abstract- FULLREPORT ON
pted 5 categories from gettingan  ing ground water and use it for www.indianexpress.com

GROUNDWATER USAGE:

NOW AT AHIGH COST
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For BULK SUPPLIERS & INDUSTRIES
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Area type Bulk/Tanker = PackagedDrinking = OtherIndustries = Mining
water supplies Water Units . &InfraProjects

Safe Hojm* | 21-10jm? U-5m | U-3me?

Semi Critical 20/m? i £2-20/m? £2-8fm? £2-4/m?

Critical T25/m? ' 4-60/m?* 4-10/m? 13-6/m?

OverExploited  ¥35(m* 28-120/m? 26-20/m? 24-7/m?

“Charges for packaged drinking wiater units; other industries &infrastructure projects;
crved mrviviveg wiill vary wath the queantem of witharawal, meastired in m3day




File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Business Line 26-September-2020

Reservoir storage at 997 of last year’s level

VINSON KURIAN

Thiruvananthapuram, September25

Live storage available in 123
reservoirs monitored by the
Central Water Commission
(CWC) was 86 per cent of their
total live storage capacity as on
Thursday.

This is 99 per cent of the level
during corresponding period
last year and 115 per cent of the
10-year average. The overall stor-
age position is less than the cor-
responding period of last year
(another bumper monsoon
year) but is better than the 10-
year average, the CWC said.

Storage levelsin North

This is even as the South-West
monsoon has another five days
to go and a rain-driving low-

pressure area is active over the
eastern parts of the country. Re-
gion-wise, the storage levels re-
turned figures reflective of the
monsoon performance locally
with the North (Himachal Pra-
desh, Punjab and Rajasthan) re-
porting 76 per cent of the total
live storage capacity (against 90
per cent last year and a 10-year
average of 85 per cent).

The monsoon has been defi-
cient in Jammu & Kashmir,
Ladakh and Himachal Pradesh.

In the East (Jharkhand,
Odisha, West Bengal, Tripura
and Nagaland), total live storage
is 772 per cent of capacity
(against 83 percent last yeara10-
yearaverage of 76.8 per cent). Re-
corded rainfall was lower by -29
per cent in Nagaland; -12 per

New Indian Express

cent in Tripura; and -13 per cent
tin Jharkhand, though Odisha
(0 per cent) and West Bengal (+5
per cent) fared better.

Rains boost storage in West
In contrast, in the West (Gujarat
and Maharashtra), total live
storage available is 93 per cent of
capacity (against 91 per cent last
year and a 10-year average of 73
per cent) thanks to the region-
ally excellent monsoon. Gujarat
has recorded large excess rain-
fall of 60 per cent while Maha-
rashtra received above normal
rainfall of acomparablylower18
per cent.

Over Central India (Uttar Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pra-
desh and Chhattisgarh), total
live storage is 89 per cent of ca-

26-September-2020

pacity (85 per cent last year and
10-year average of 79 per cent).
The monsoon has been normal
in Uttar Pradesh (-18 per cent);
Uttarakhand (119 per cent); Mad-
hya Pradesh (+7 per cent) and
Chhattisgarh (+9 per cent)as on
Thursday.

Inthe South (Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu), the total live
storage is 85.5 per cent of capa-
city (85.3 per cent last year and
10-year average of 69 per cent).
All these States have witnessed
good monsoon so far this year
with rainfall being +42 per cent
above normal in Telangana; +40
per cent in Andhra Pradesh; +28
per cent in Tamil Nadu; +27 per
cent in Karnataka; and -+ per
centin Kerala.

State demands Cauvery water due from
Karnataka at CWMA meeting

Chennai: The State government on Friday urged the
Cauvery Water Management Authority to direct Karnataka
to release the river water that is due to TN, immediately.
Participating in the ninth meeting of the CWMA through
video conference, the TN team, led by PWD secretary K
Manivasan, furnished the information regarding the
quantum of water already released and the water due to
the State till date. Later, when Karnataka tried to raise
the issue relating to the construction of a dam at
Mekedatu, TN strongly opposed it. ENS
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CAG disputes Gujarat
govt's claim about
water contamination

GANDHINAGAR:  The
Camptrallerand Auwditor Gen-
eral of India (CAG) on Friday
said the Gujarat government's
clakm that there was no chem-
ical contamination af drink-
Ineg water arqml'lﬂ'e in the sgate
was “mol correct”. In ils report
tabded in the state Assemi-
bly, the CAG cited laboratory
reports and mentioned that
over 20,000 aut of 1.30 lakh
samples, that is 15 per cent,
"failed the chemical examina-
tean comducted by government
Isboratories in 2015- 16"

The report further stated
that a similar trend of contam-
ination was found in tests con
ducted in subsequent years,

The CAGSs performance
audit report an Bural drink-
ing water supply programme
in Gufarar” for the financial year
2017-18 was tabled an Friday,
the last day of the state Assem-
blys Momsoon session.

The CAG noted that pres-
ence of certain chemicals in
drinking water above pre-
scribed limit causes major
diseases. Arsenic causes can-
oo, Muwoside cases uomoss,
nitrate hampers the blood's
Capacily 1o IFanspOort axygen
rrsulimg;in brain da.rnag:e.mm
causes hemochromatoss,

The CAG further said the
Gugaral gavernment in darch
2018 told the Centre that “the
state was ol waber quality
affected”. Hm«ﬁ'er.rmng g
ermment lab reports, the CAG
moted that “out of 629 lakh
water samples tested in the
state during 2003- 18, around
1,13 lakh samples, that is 133
per cent, were found chemi-

unifit, having excess coni-
aL:fl?d ﬂumide..gnilnw and
TDS.

Crverall contamimation with
regard o nitrate and fluoride
a5 per sarmples lested during
2318 in the state was | 189
per cent and 433 per cent
respectively, the report said.

According to the report,

Chhotaudepur, Dabod, Banas-
kantha, Panchmahal and Vado-
dara had high contamination of
nitrate. While worst affected by
fluoride contamination were
Dahod, mutambepur. Ban-
askantha and Kheda, it was
stated. As per the audit, 54 sam-
p'lrs were found yanfis from 188
sarnples collected during joint
physical verification. Though
[I:IE waEleT wiis {Uﬂl’allliﬂﬂlt'\d..
peaple were found using it for
“drinking and cooking pur-
poses frm these sources, as
these habitations had no alter-
mate source |, the CAG noted.

I & related development,
the CAG has found a host of
gaps in implementation of the
centrally-sponsored mid-day
el scheme in Gugarat,

In its report tabled in the
Assembly here on Friday, the
CAG noted that “there was
higher reporting in respect
ol coverage ol students o
the Centre” As the state gov-
ernmsnt SJHJ'WEIJ more su-
dents against actual number
of students covered under the
scheme, “Sood grairs and conk-
img cost were being allocated
mare than the actual ground.-
level requirement, leading s
increase in closing stock of
foed gradng”, the CAG noted.

The compliance audit
report for 201718 an Mad-
Day Meal (MDM) scheme
implementation in Gujarat was
tahled oo the last day of mon-
soion session of the Assembly

(e of the compaonents af
the MDM in Gujarat is " Doodh,
Samjivani Scheme’, started in
2004-13 1o acddress the issue of
mialnutrition among schoal-
children, who are giwn Amal
milk as part of the scheme.

In Banaskantha, one of
the test-checked district, the
CAG ohserved that “the daily
average number of students
covered under the scheme
decreased from 1.25 lakh toe
S1 489 studenas betwesn M6
aml ZO1E" MEHOES
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