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Dry weather likely to be over in most parts
of northwest India during next five days

PNS B NEW DELHI

ThE India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
Sunday said dry weather is like-
Iy to L‘: over most parts of
northwest India during the
next five days. According to the
IMD, a low-pressure area is
lying over northwest and
adjoining west central Bay of
Bengal off Odisha-north and
Andhra Pradesh coasts. Under
its influence, widesFread rain
and moderate thunderstorm
with lightning is very likel
over Odisha, Jharkhand,
Gangetic West Bengal during
the next 3-4 days. Heavy rain-
fall is very ]ikrr}' over Odisha
during October 4 to 6 and over
Gangetic West Bengal and
Chhattisgarh during October 5
t 6.

IMD has declared a watch
for a monsoon depression in
the Bay of Bengal, the first in
the post-monsoon season,
from a new h.'rw-prea:sun: area
materialising around October
9 after an incoming ‘pulse’
from the upstream South
China Sea matures in slages.

In the post-monsoon sea-
son, it is usual for the Bay of
Bengal and the upstream
South China Sea to rhyme in
unison as south-westerly mon-
soon flows gradually ebb and
are replaced by the north-
easterly Lo easterlies conjured
up by the seasonal anticy-
clone over the Tibetan high-
lands. Rainfall may increase
aver Odisha and coastal
Andhra Pradesh from October
11-13 as the fresh low forms.
Squally winds speeding to 40-
50 km/hr may prevai of the
North Andaman Sea, East
Central and adjoining South-
East Bay on October 9 and 10.
Wind speeds could aceelerate
to 50-60 km/hr over the
Central Bay on October 10
and 11 over North Coastal
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
coasts and adjeining North
Bay on October 11.

The IMD said that with-
drawal of the monsoon from
North-West India stays stalled
as a prevailing low-pressure
over the Bay of Bengal con-
solidates its grip on the oppo-
site side over East India.
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Closure of Gang canal to hit

farmers hard, says samiti
Plea sentto CM to defer Cleanlng work till Apr 21

Our CORRESPONDENT

ABOHAR, OCTORER 4
The Kisan Sangharsh Sarmiti
(ES5) has flayed the state
Irrigation Department for
insisting upon the closure of
Gang (Bikaner) canal for the
next 10 days on account of
cleaning work.

ESS spokezsman Subhash
Sehgal said Chief Minister
Capt Amarinder Singh had
been requested to instruct
the officmals concerned to
honour the decision, taken
on September 18 at a meet-
ing between the Water
Resources Department and
gix farm organisations to
defer the cleaning work to
April 2021, as by then farm-
ers would be through with
the harvesting of wheat,

The Gang canal is one of the
oldest irrigation systems in
Rajasthan. It was built in
1928 to supply water 1o the
northwestern part of Srigan-
ganagar, and discharges
2,500 cusecs of water,

The World Bank had pro-
vided Rs 46i6i crore for carry-
ing out the renovation work
in the first phase in Fer-
czepur and Fazilka districts,

At a time when sowing of
mustard in more than
30,000 acres was going on,
the supply of water had
been reduced to 1,600
cusecs, Sehgal said.

The samiti said the Gang
canal had not been cleaned
after 2013, but it was not in
the interest of farmers to

The supplym‘watai.}ha canal has been reduced to 1,600 cusecs.

sever the supply of water
this month. It would be
appropriate to suspend the
supply of water from the last
week of March to mid-April
next vear when fields would
be empty, he said.

Sehgal said if the cleaning
work was not deferred till
April 2021, CM Capt
Amarinder should direct the
department to carry oul the
work without suspending
the supply of water, the sami-
1i spokeperson added.
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Don’t blame Centre
for river disputes: BJP

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

BJP State President Bandi Sanjay
Kumar on Sunday blamed Chief Minis-
ter K Chandrasekhar Rao, for failing to
respond to Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment’s move to expand the capacity of
Pothireddvpadu head regulator.

In a letter to the Chief Minister, the
Karimnagar MP alleged that Chan-
drashekhar Rao, after deliberately al-
lowing pertinent damage to the inter-
ests of Telangana State, was now trying
to shift the blame on to the Centre.

Terming the letter written to Union
Jal Shakti Minister as “full of blatant
lies,” he said the CM was shedding
crocodile tears on the Pothireddypadu
issue. “Is it not true that you never
wrote any letter to the Centre until now
on the Pothireddypadu or any other
water related issue? Is it not true that
yvou were in deep slumber for the last
six yvears and seem to have woken up
only now?” he asked.

“Is it not true that after Telangana
approached the SC for setting up a Tri-
bunal for sharing of Krishna river water
in 2014, the Court ordered that the Bri-
jesh Kumar Tribunal would also decide
on the water share of both Telangana
and AP. The tribunal is hearing the
matter and is likely to give its judgment
any time now. Is the Centre not bound
by the Supreme Court order?” he asked
in the letter. Sanjay Kumar claimed that
it was after he wrote a letter to Union
Minister of Jal Shakti requesting him to
stop this illegal project that the Centre,
through Krishna River Management
Board, responded and asked AP not to
go ahead with the project. “When AP
did not respond, the Centre tried to
convene the Apex Council meeting on
August 5. But you asked for postpone-
ment of the Apex Council meeting until
after August 20 only to allow AP to
complete the tender process by then,”
the BJP leader alleged.
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Water row: BJP lies exposed

Vinod says it is the Centre that has been delaying final solution to disputes between Telugu States

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Telangana State Planning
Board Vice-Chairman B
Vinod Kumar en Sunday ex-
posed the lies being spread
by BJP leaders about the al-
leged inaction by Chief Min-
ister K Chandrashekhar Rao
tosettle river water disputes
between Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh,

“The Chief Minister and
the State government have
been making persistent and
honest efforts to settle the
water dispute, but unfortu-
nately, the Centre has been
cold-shouldering  Telan-
gana,” he said.

“Chandrashekhar Rao
wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the then
ITrrigation Ministers Uma
Bharathi and Nitin Gadkari
on several occasions, asking
them to set up a tribunal as
per the provisions under
section 3 of the Inter States
River Water Disputes Actof
1956, to solve pending issues
of the newborn State with
AP, Maharashtra and Kar-
nataka,” Vinod told the
media here,

Besides, then Irrigation
Minister T Harish Rao also
wrote a letter to Uma
Bharathi within six weeks of
the formation of Telangana
State on July 14, 2014, urging

Timeline

CM K Chandrashekhar Rao writes to then Union
Minister of Water Resources Nitin Gadkari to refer river
water dispute with AP to tribunal for adjudication

DECEMBER 26, 2018

Chandrashekhar Rao writes to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on same issue

Then Irrigation Minister T Harish Rao writes to
Union Minister for Water Resources Uma Bharti

seeking relook into all pending issues of
distribution and control of water within

the Krishna River Basin

Principal Secretary (Irrigation) SK Joshi writes to

——
o

Union Secretary, MoWR, on same issue 'y

e
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her to help find a solution to
the pending water-sharing
issues between the two
States, he said, adding: “On
the same day, Principal Sec-
retary, Irrigation, SK Joshi
also sent a notice to the
Union Irrigation Secretary.”

Pointing out that all inter-
State water disputes have to
be resolved by the Centre as
solutions for such issues
cannot be arrived at the
State level, the TSPB Chair-
man came down heavily on
the State BJP leaders who
were blamingthe Telangana
government for the pending
river water issues with AP,

“It is the Central govern-
ment that has been delaying
a final solution to the prob-
lems faced by the Telugu
States,” he said, adding that
Harish, Chief Secretary and
ITrrigation Principal Secre-
tary wrote several letters to
the Centre on the issue.
“During the 16th Lok
Sabha, TRS MPs raised the
issue and exerted pressure
on Uma Bharathi and Gad-
kari. The arguments of
Telangana were widely cov-
ered in the media at that
time,” he said, He recalled
that MPs from Maharashtra
and Karnataka created a

ruckus in the House oppos-
ing Telangana’s point of
view and finally forced the
Minister to retract from
finding a solution. “When
there wasno action from the
Union government as per
section 3, the Telangana
government approached the
apex court, Still, there has
been no response from the
BJP government at the Cen-
tre,” Vinod said,

‘Onus is on Centre’

“While these are the facts
and the onus is very much
on the Centre to resolve the
issue between two States, it

is deplorable that Union
Minister G Kishan Reddy
and State BJP president
Bandi Sanjay Kumar are al-
leging inaction on the part of
the TRS government,” he
said. He wondered how a
Minister of Kishan Reddy’s
stature could suggest that
the two States have to solve
the problem on their own
while the Centre will only
play the role of a mediator,

Vinod  said  Chan-
drashekhar Rao had always
wanted an amicable and
lasting solution to water dis-
putes with its neighbours,
“Weall must remember that
several river water issues re-
main unresolved even today
because of the rude and un-
accommodating attitude of
the earlier governments (in
undivided AP). But our
Chief Minister believes in
negotiations across the table
with his counterparts,” he
said.

He urged the BJP leaders
to take the initiative and im-
press upon the Centre to re-
solve the pending water dis-
putes between the two
States in the larger interest
of the people of the States,
He also suggested that they
issue directions to the Bri-
jesh Kumar Tribunal to allo-
cate Krishna water to both
the Telugu States in an ami-
cable manner at the earliest.
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T’ganaBJP chiefaccuses KCR of
connivingwith Jagan toreceive
kickbacksfromirrigation projects

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 4 OCTOBER

Telangana BJP president B Sanjay
kumar has accused chief minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao of conniving
with his Andhra Pradesh counterpart
inorder i receive kickbacks fromcon-
tractors of irdgation projects.

kKumarlambasted the CM after the
latter wrote to the Union water
resources Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
complaining about Pothireddypadu|
an irrigation project taken up by the
AP on river Krishna.

Telangana has alleged that the
project taken up by the neighbour-
ing state is illegal and the CM com-
plained against the Krishna River
Management Board for being partial
towards the other state.

Telangana has also demanded the
control and operation of Srisailam pro-
ject, accusing AP of violating the
water rights.

BIP counter-accused the ChMofool-
ludingwith AP and delaying theissue
to allow the neighbouring state gov-
ernment to complete the tendering
process forthe upcoming ‘Pothired -
dypadu’ designed to share water
outside the Krishna basin to the
parched Rayalaseema region.

“T'he fact of the matter is that you
have colluded with ¥S Jaganmohan

Reddy and both of vou are plaving a
cruel game with the people of both
thestates. Bothofyouareworking only
forthe interests of contractors and all
this cockand bull storiesyvou are telling
people is a mere farce only to incite
the peopleofboth the states andtake
political mileage,” wrote Kumar.

He went on to add: "It is now
amply evident that vou arein active
connivance with the Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradeshto benefit the irri-
gation contractors and thereby eam
kickbacks foreven contractors are the
same. You have allowed the tender
process to conclude there with this
ulterior motive.”

Initially after ¥S Jagan Mohan
Reddy had assume d office bothchief
ministers held discussion on sharing
water from rver Godavari, particu-
larly as most of the floodwaters flow
into the sea.

However, there has beena fallout
over sharing water of river Krishna
which is crucial for supplying drink-
ing water to Hyderabad.

Telangana BJP accused BCR ofcon-
niving with AP chief minister in
order to benefit contractors and
eam kickbacks after Telangana chief
minister wrote to central water
resources complainingagainst an ille-
gal project by the neighbouring
state.
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‘Low pressure area likely to form
over Andaman Sea next week’

NEW DELHI: A fresh low
pressure area is very likely to
form over the north Andaman
Sea on October 9 and move
towards Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha coast after its intensi-
fication into a depression, the
Cyclone Warning Division of
the IMD said on Sunday.

Under the influence of
the fresh low pressure area,
rainfall activity is very likely
to increase over Odisha and
coastal Andhra Pradesh dur-
ing October 11-13.

A low pressure area is the
first stage of any cyclone. It is,
however, not necessary that
every low pressure area inten-
sifies into a cyclonic storm.

October often witnesses
cyclones in the Bay of Bengal.
The October of 2013 and 2014
saw Phailin and Hudhdud,
both extremely severe cyclonic
storms, ravaging the Odisha
and Andhra Pradesh coasts.

"A fresh low pressure area is

very likely to form over north
Andaman Sea and adjoin-
ing east central Bay of Bengal
around October 9, 2020.

"It is very likely to move

north-westwards  towards
north Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha coasts with gradual
intensification into a depres-
sion during subsequent 2-3
days,” the CWD of the India
Meteorological Department
said. However, as of now, it has
not made any forecast on its

further intensification into a
deep depression or a cyclonic
storm.

"We are monitoring its (low
pressure area development,”
IMD Director General Mru-
tunjay Mohapatra said.

An existing low pressure
area lies over northwest Bay
of Bengal and adjoining Odi-
sha coast.

It is very likely to persist
there till October 5 and become
less marked thereafter.
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Operational control of Srisailam reservoir should be handed over to T'gana: KCR

OUR CORRESPONDENT

HYDERABAD: Telan-
gana Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao said that every
State of the Indian Union has
a constitutional right to get a
fair and equitable allocation
of river waters. He said that
even after seven years of its
formation, Telangana State is
still waiting to know its legit-
imate share of waters. KCR
demanded to know the reason
for such injustice to a legitimate
right of the State of Telangana,
and requested Government of
India to take immediate steps
to address this matter in a time
bound manner.

KCR also requested that
Government of India should
issue immediate direction
to the neighbouring Andhra

Pradesh state to stop work on
expansion of Pothireddipadu
regulator and construction of
Rayalaseema Lift Irrigation
Scheme. CM further requested
that in order to enforce this,
the operational control of Sri-
sailam reservoir should be
handed over to Telangana
immediately.

In a strongly worded letter
addressed to Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Union Minister
for Jalshakthi, on Friday, KCR
detailed each and every aspect
pertaining to river waters since
the days of united Andhra
Pradesh and perennial injus-
tice done to Telangana Area.

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao raised quite a
few pertinent issues relating to
the fair and equitable share of
waters in Krishna and Goda-

vari rivers to Telangana State
and requested the Union min-
ister, to include them as agenda
items of the Meeting of the
Apex Council scheduled to be
held on October 6, 2020.

Instances of injustice meted
out to Telangana in sharing
Krishna water in the erstwhile
state of Andhra Pradesh have
been detailed one after another.
They are: Scrapping of Upper
Krishna Project with utilisa-
tion of 54.4 TMC, Bhima proj-
ect with utilisation of 100.7
TMC and Tungabhadra left
bank canal with utilisation of
192 TMC,

“Even, the location of
Nagarjunasagar Dam was
shifted 19 Kilometres down-
stream from Yelleshwaram to
Nandikonda, to the disadvan-
tage of Telangana in terms of

loss of command area. The
injustices meted out to Telan-
gana in the combined State
were recorded by the Bacha-
wat Award,” mentioned KCR.

Referring to the earlier
instances where Telangana
Government brought to the
notice of Government of India
on the injustices, KCR said:
“A complaint was made to the
Ministry of Water Resources on
July 14, 2014 itself, immediately
after the formation of the State
asking for an equitable alloca-
tion of Krishna waters. Sub-
sequently, several reminders
have been sent on the subject
to the Government of India.
A letter by me was sent to the
Prime Minister on December
26, 2018 and raised this issue
on multiple occasions during
our meetings.”

Referring to Pothired-
dipadu, KCR voiced strong
objections to the taking up
of expansion of Pothireddi-
padu Head Regulator and
the newly proposed Rayalas-
eema Lift Irrigation Scheme
by the Government of Andhra
Pradesh. Telangana CM said

that the original project itself
is completely lllegal as it has no
water allocation, no approval
by any statutory authority, and
is meant to send waler outside
Krishna Basin. The Krishna
River is intended to meet the
needs of water of the parched
areas of Telangana such as
Mahbubnagar, Nalgonda,
Ranga Reddy and Hyderabad
districts, some of which are
also suffering from excess fluo-
ride content in drinking water.
Quoting the Bachawat Award,
KCR has emphasized the need
to first fulfil the in-basin needs.

Though the Rayalaseema
Lift Irrigation Scheme was
never sanctioned by any statu-
tory body, Andhra Pradesh has
proposed tolift 3 TMC per day
from the bottom of Srisailam
reservoir and transport it 1o the

Pennar and adjoining basins.
Andhra Pradesh has gone
ahead with the finalisation of
tenders for the work despite
strong objections as well as the
orders given by KRMB not to
proceed with the Project, said
KCR.

If Andhra Pradesh is
allowed to go ahead with their
nefarious and  illegitimate
expansion plans of Pothired-
dipadu now, there will be no
water available to meet the
requirements of existing proj-
ects in Telangana including the
drinking water needs of the
capital city Hyderabad which
is very much within Krishna
Basin, said KCR and requested
the Union minister to direct
the AP Government to imme-
diately stop these diversions.

CM KCR highlighted the

consistent failures of KRMB
as a regulatory body which
includes its inaction on
Pothireddipadu by remain-
ing as a mute spectator in spite
of repeated complaints by his
govemmenl.

KCR said “we are also
shocked by the instructions
given by KRMB to stop releases
of water from Srisailam Left
Bank Power House. Srisailam
is a Hydro-Electric project
with a provision of 33 TMC
for evaporation losses as per
the Bachawat Award. Water
is released from the Srisailam
reservoir to generate hydro-
electric power on the way of its
flow to Nagarjunasagar to meet
the irrigation requirements of 6
lakh acres of ayacut and drink-
ing water needs of over | crore
population.’
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