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In troubled waters

Bangladesh roping in China on Teesta project a challenge for India

MANOJ JOSHI
DASTINGUISHED FELLOW, OBSERVER
RESEARCH FOUNDATION, NEW DELH

HE situation in eastern

Ladakh may be dead-

locked, but China's region-

al challengeisnot about to
go away. Actually, what it reveals is
that the issue is not so much about
10-20 km in an inhospitable area, but
the larger geopolitical confrontation
between India and China.

We have been seeing important
developments in Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka in recent months. In
June, Dhaka asked Beijing for
funds for nine new projects worth
$6.4 billion, including for anew port
at Payra, the Barisal-Bhola bridge
and a technology park. During Xi's
2016 wisit, the two countries had
signed an MoU for implementing
infrastructure projects worth $24
billion. Chinese investment plans
announced then included 27 MoUs
worth $24 billion and 13 joint ven-
tures valued at $13.6 billion.

But the real sign of the times has
been the report that Bangladesh is
considering a proposal from China
on the management and restora-
tion of the Teesta river that flows
down from Sikkim and West Ben-
gal into the country.

Adealwith India on the sharing of
Teesta waters has been in the works
for a decade, with little progress.
Opposition by CM Mamata Banerjee
at the last minute prevented a deal
from being signed in 2011, The drop
in water levels of Bangladesh's
fourth longestriver during the sum-
mer months because of irrigation
canals and dams upstream, has
caused a great deal of unhappiness
in the country. The problem is not
easy to resolve because it is the out-
come of farmers on both sides want-

e S
BIGGER GAME: The ongoing border issue is not so much about 10-20 km in an

-

inhospitable area, but the larger geopolitical confrontation between India and China.

New Delhi must work out a positive agenda in the region,
rather than being seen as a naysayer that knows what it
doesn't want, but has no idea of what it does.

ing to cultivate an additional crop of

paddy in the dry season.
The Bangladeshi project of
water management involves

building embankments on both
sides of the river till its conflu-
ence with the Brahmaputra and
involves a cost of nearly $1 billion,
of which 85 per cent will come
from China, including the expert-
ise in designing and executing it.
As in all Chinese projects, fears
have been raised about a debt trap
but these are probably overstated.
An August paper by Lee Jones and
Shahar Hameiri of Chatham House
has debunked the notion that Chi-
naisusing “debttrap diplomacy” to
further its interests. China's
involvement in a river manage-
ment project with a country that
shares as many as 54 rivers with
India is not good news. Asit is, the
Teesta project is in an area adjacent
to the sensitive Siliguri corridor.
Take Sri Lanka. Last week, Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa made an

emphatic defence of China’s proj-
ectsin Sri Lanka, denying that they
are in any way part of a debt trap
setup of China. He said the two
countries planned to go ahead with
their cooperation and even restart
talks on a tree trade agreement.
The Rajapaksas have been empha-
sising that Sri Lanka has an ‘India
first’ policy, as evidenced by the vir-
tual summit between Prime Minis-
ter Mahinda Rajapaksa and PM
Narendra Modi recently. Mahinda's
brother Gotabaya, who was elected
President in November last year,
too, ensured that New Delhi was his
first port of call. But New Delhi
should be aware that this is just a bit
of positioning by the Rajapaksas
who have no love lost for India.
Last week, state councillor Yang
Jichei visited Sri Lanka and held
meetings with the two brothers.
China has sanctioned a new loan
worth $500 million to help Sri Lan-
ka cope with the pandemic. Sri
Lanka already owes some $5 billion

to China and is looking for a loan
moratorium, just as it wants with
New Delhi. China is currently
involved in building Sri Lanka’s
ambitious Port City project being
constructed by a subsidiary of
the China Communications Con-
struction Company (CCCC) which
was placed under sanctions by
the US recently.

China considers Sri Lanka as a
vital link in the maritime compo-
nent of its BRI Of late, the US has
also begun wooing Sri Lanka. Last
year, Sri Lanka got a $480 million
loan from the US for building its
infrastructure. Washington is also
seeking a status of forces agree-
ment with Colombo. One outcome
of the talk on debt traps was that
following Yang's visit, China
announced a $90 million granttobe
used for medical care, education
and water supplies by Sri Lanka.

Another area that needs attention
from India is Southeast Asia. China
has just started a diplomatic drive
to win over Southeast Asian coun-
tries. This week, Foreign Minister
Wang ¥i will visit Cambodia,
Malaysia, Laos, Thailand and Sin-
gapore. In June, the ASEAN sur-
passed the EU as China's largest
trading partner. In an era when sup-
ply chains are being rejigged, hav-
ing those which are nearby is a
great advantage. RCEPs passage
will only deepen these linkages.

India’s Look East and Act East
policy have been premised on clos-
er ties with the ASEAN. In 2018, 10
ASEAN leaders attended the
Republic Day parade as chief
guests. But instead of an effective
follow through, ties have been
regressing. At the last minute, New
Delhi decided to stay out of the
RCEP And to add insult to ASEAN
injury, it has been seeking a review
of its FTA with ASEAN as part of a
larger renegotiation with Japan
and South Korea as well. New Del-
hi needs to work out a positive
agenda across the board, rather
than being seen as a naysayer that
knows what it doesn’'t want, but
has no idea of what it does.
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Heavy rains across Telangana today: IMD

BALU PUKIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 12

Fourteen districts in
Telangana were placed
under a warning for heavy
rainfall on Tuesday. The
Indian Meteorological

Department said rain,
accompanied by thunder-
storms and lightning, can
be expected in Peddapalle,
Siddipet, Jangaon, Jaisha-
nkar-Bhupalapalli,
Karimnagar, Warangal
Urban and Rural,

Mahbubabad, Bhadadri-
Kothagudem, Nalgonda,
Yadadri-Bhongir,
Suryvapet and Mulugu dis-
tricts. In the GHMC area,
between 8.30 am, and 7 pm
on Monday 59.5 mm of rain
was recorded in Uppal,

while Musheerabad rece-
ived 53 mm, Trimulgherry
47 mm, while parts of Na-
mpally and Khairatabad
areas received between 29
mm and 25 mm of rain,

M Full report on Page 3

Himayatsagar
upstream full,
Musi may flood

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 12

Officials from the Hyd-
erabad Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(HMWS&SB) have sounded
a flood alert in Musi river in
Hyderabad as the water lev-
els in Himavatsagar reser-
voir upstream have reached
the brim following heavy
rains in catchment areas.

They have alerted district
administrations of Ranga
Reddy and Hyderabad along
with Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) officials and police
to secure all hutments and
encroachments in  the
course of the Musi.

“Tonight, depending on
the rainfall received in
upstream areas and flows
into the reservoir, the water
board is likely to release the
excess from Himavatsagar,”
officials said.

The water at Himayat-
sagar stands at 1,762.00 feet
against the full tank level
(FTL) of 1,763.50 feet. The
water level at Osmansagar
is 1,763.50 feet against the
FTL of 1,720 feet. The reser-
voir has been receiving
1,388 cusecs inflows.

Speaking to  Deccan
Chronicle, an official of the
Board said that inflows are
stabilised and based on the
rainfall and inflows, they
would take a call. He said

DUE TO heavy rains in
the catchment areas of
Musi River, there could be
flashfloods. Officials
advised people to be on
alert in low-lying areas like
Kishanbagh, Ziaguda,
Puranapul, MGBS,
Chaderghat and Golnaka.

Osmansagar inflows 1
reservoirs were also norma
and that there is no need t
release water into the Musi

Due to heavy rains in thi
catchment areas of Mus
River, there could be flash
floods. Officials advised pec
ple to be on alert in low
lying areas like Kishan
bagh, Ziaguda, Puranapul
MGBS, Chaderghat anm
Golnaka.

The GHMC has asked al
deputy commissioners ani
zonal commissioners o
Goleconda, Asifnagar, Baha
durpura, Nampally, Char
minar, Himavatnagar ant
Saidabad to be on high aler
and be prepared to evacuat
people to safer areas if th
need arises,

This is the second tinm
this season that official
have warned about th
impending release of wate
from the Himayatsagar. /
similar caution had bee:
issued on September 26, bu
the rain eased off and th
officials did not releas
watern



Depression over

BALU PUKIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 12

Fourteen districts in Tel-
angana state have been
placed under a warning
for heavy to very heavy
rainfall for Tuesday. The
Indian  Meteorological
Department said rain,
accompanied by thunder-
storms and lightning, can
be expected in Pedda-
palle, Siddipet, Jangaon,
Jaishankar-Bhupalapalli,
Karim-nagar, Warangal
Urban and Rural, Mahbu-
babad, Bhadadri-Kotha-
gudem, Nalgonda, Yada-
dri-Bhongir, Suryapet
and Mulugu districts,

In the GHMC area,
between 8.30 am, and 7
pm on Monday 59.5 mm of
rain was recorded in
Uppal, while Musheera-
bad received 53 mm,
Trimulgherry 47 mm,
while parts of Nampally
and Khairatabad areas
received between 29 mm
and 25 mm of rain,

Teams from the GHMC,
the police and Hyderabad
Metropolitan Water
Works and Sewerage
Board were deployed in
various parts of the city
to  eclear waterlogged
streets.

Wanaparthy received
77.8 mm of rain for the
same period, the highest
in the state, followed by 71
mm in parts of
Nagarkurnool district, 61
mm in Ranga Reddy dis-
trict, and 59.5 mm in
Medchal-Malkajgiri dis-
trict. The TS Southern
Power Distribution Corp-
oration Limited has been
posting minute to minute
updates on its Twitter
page @TsspdclCorporate
on power outages in sev-
eral parts of the city
Around 50 such power
outages were reported till
7 pm in the city.

On Monday, Telangana
state received an average
rainfall of 134 mm
against the season nor-
mal fo 3.7 mm, with heavy
rainfall ranging between
64.5 mm and 1155 mm
being reported from
Medak, Kamareddy, Jag-
tial, Siddipet, Sangareddy
and Jogulamba-Gadwal
districts. The rest of the
state, with the exception
of Hyderabad, Yadadri-
Bhongir and Nalgonda
districts, received moder-
ate rain till 5 pm ranging
between 15.5 mm and 64.4
mm.

Meanwhile, the IMD
said the depression over
the west central Bay of
Bengal which moved
west-northwest on Mon-
day, is wvery likely to
intensify further into a
deep depression and cro-
ss the north Andhra
Pradesh coast between
Narsapur and Vishakha-
patnam, close to Kaki-
nada during the early
morning of October 13,

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Chronicle 13-October-2020

14 dists put on heavy rain alert

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 12

With the Indian Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
predicting heavy to very
heavy rain in the city in
the next 72 hours, Greater
Hyderabad  Municipal
Corporation (GHMC)
commissioner D.S. Loke-
sh Kumar on Monday
instructed zonal and
deputy commissioner to
press monsoon emer-
gency teams into action
and identify rehabilita-
tion centres to evacuate
citizens living in low-

lying areas. He asked
field-level officials to be
on high alert for any kind
of emergencies. The rain-
fall is expected to be any-
where between 9c¢m to 16
¢m in  the greater
Hyderabad limits.

The civic body chief has
called for readying reha-
bilitation activities in
government schools,
community halls and
other shelter homes. He
told officials that in addi-
tion to dilapidated build-
ings, they should give
special attention to com-
pound and retaining

Bay likely to intensify further into deep depression

@ CIVIC BODY chief has
called for readying reha-
bilitation activities in
government schools,
community halls and
other shelter homes and
to keep a watch on dilap-
idated buildings.

walls of cellars of build-
ings that adjoin open
lands. He urged people
residing in such places to
vacate immediately as a
preventive measure,
Kumar reiterated that
excavation of cellars was
not allowed and in case of

Above: People take
shelter under the Metro
Rail bridge and at
shops at Moazzam Jahi
Market as rain lashed
the twin cities of
Hyderabad and
Secunderabad on
Monday.

— P. SURENDRA

Left: Vehicles splash
through waterlogged
road at Rashtrapati
Road in Secunderabad
on Monday.

— 5. SURENDER REDDY

already dug cellars and
work in progress check
safety of surrounding
buildings, officials
should ensure that all
standard safety precau-
tionary measures such as
soil strengthening, con-
struction of retaining
wall, barricading around
the land are all taken up
immediately. He told offi-
cials to respond to com-
plaints received from
IMD control room call
centres, and WhatsApp
groups and be available
for any emergency situa-
tion.
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Deluge-like threat for city

IMD warns of heavy rains during next 72 hours; KTR directs GHMC to stay alert

CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The heavy rains lashing the
city since Monday morning
could be just a sign of heav-
ier downpour ahead with
the India Meteorological
Department issuing a fore-
cast warning of heavy rains
and thunderstorms during
the next 72 hours, prompt-
ing officials to be on an alert

to initiate rescue and reha-
bilitation measures,

As per the weather fore-
cast, there is a likelihood of
very heavy rainfall from
Monday night till Thursday.
Till Monday evening, Uppal
recorded the highest rainfall
of (40,8 mm), Peerzadiguda
(40.3 mm), Musheerabad
(40 mm), Serilingampally
(36 mm) and Patancheru
(35.5mm), The average rain-

-

A biker rides past a traffic signal at Tank Bund even as rains lashed several places across Hyderabad on Monday. — Photo: Surya Sridhar

fall received in GHMC lim-
its till 8 pm was 22,3 mm,
According to the Met de-
partment, the expected rain-
fall could be in the range of
90 mm to160 mm, This could
lead to a deluge-like situation
and is very serious asthere is
every possibility of inunda-
tions and related flooding is-
sues, GHMC Commissioner
DS Lokesh Kumar said,
adding that officers have

been directed to stay alert
and prepare their field teams
and brief them accordingly
to take up relief and rehabil-
itation measures, Also, the
designated relief centres and
evacuation points such as
schools, community halls etc
in different areas were being
kept ready to attend to any
eventuality, he said.
(SEE PAGE 2)
(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 3)
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Himayat Sagar full after a decade

Water levels in the reservoir stood at 1,762 feet as against the Full Reservoir Level of 1,763 feet; officials put on alert in the wake of steady inflows

DGP asks officials to stay alert

CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

‘With copious rains lashing
the city and its neighbour-
ing areas, the Himayat
Sagar is just one foot short
of getting filled to the brim
and there is the possibility
of water being released
downstream anytime. The
water level in the Himayat
Sagar reservoir was 1,762
feet on Monday afternoen
as against the Full Reset-
voir Level of 1,763 feet after
receiving 1,666 cusecs of
inflows.

Officials of the Hyder-
abad Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage
Board (HMWS&SB) are
constantly monitoring the
inflows into the Himayat
Sagar, With heavy rains ex-
pected duting the next
theee days, officials said the
decision to release water
wotld be taken based on
further inflows into the
reservoir,

Already, Revenue, Police
and Municipal officials
have been put on alert in
the wake of steady inflows
into the reservoir. After al-
most a decade, the water
levels inthe reservoit have
increased and district Col-
lectors, Police Commis-
sioners, GHMC and other
departments have also
been put on alert.

The residents of
Shankernagar, Chaderghat,
Moosanagar and neigh-
bouring areas have been
asked to stay alert, said a
senigr  official  from
HMWSSB. Likewise, the
water level in Osman S
was 1,773 feet against
FRL of 1,790 feet. lhe
reservoir received 1388
cusecs inflows till Monday
afternoon. Similatly, there
aresteady inflows into Sin-
gur reservoir, It is almost
after eight years that the
Singur reservoir is getting
steady inflows, bringing
lots of cheer ameng Hyder-
abadis and residents of
Sanga Reddy. The water
level in the Singur reser-
voir was recorded at 24,12
tincft against the FRL of 29
tmeft, The reservoirs are
getting steady inflows and
this augurs well for Hydet-
abad as HMWSSB officials
inform that there will be no
drinking water issues dur-
ing the next summer and
beyond.

With heavy rains e

Uppal receives 60 mm
rainfall on Monday

HYDERABAD: The heavy
rainfall that has been
lashing the city over the
last three days notwith-
standing, weathermen
have said there was a
possibility of more rain, in
fact “very heavy rainfall”
(above 120 mm), in some
parts of the city in the
next two days.

According to the Telan-
gana State Development
Planning Society
(TSDPS), light to moder-
ate rain/ thundershowers
were expected at many
places while there would
be heavy rainat several
places up till Tuesday,
after which light to mod-
erate rain, thundershow-
ers and heavy to very
haavy rain could be ex-
pected at a few places
over the next two days.

On Monday, several
parts in and around the
city reported moderate to
heavy rainfall with Uppal
recording the highest
rainfall of (60.5 mm),
Hafeezpet (58 mm),
Musheerabad (54.8 mm),
Lingampally (50.5 mm)
and KPHB (49.3 mm). The
average rainfall received
inthe Greater Hyderbad
Municipal Corporation
limits till 8 pm was 22.3
mm. As per the impact
based weather forecast
by the India Meteorologi-

No respite

UPPAL
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MUSHEERABAD
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50.5
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3
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® Rain (mm) ( il 8 pm)

cal Department, there
was a possibility of water
pooling on roads and low
lying areas in many
places along with traffic
congestion at several lo-
cations. It also hinted at
chances of wet and slip-
pery roads and drainage
clogging in the city on
Tuesday.

Meanwhile, a weather
warning from the Meteor-
ological Department, Hy-
derabad indicated that
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall was likely to occur in
parts of Telangana.

HYDERABAD : Director- department to deal with
General of Police M Mahen-  any situation.

dar Reddy on Monday asked Reddy asked the police
district Superintendentsof  officials to accord priority
Police and C i tothe call ived on the
of Policetobe onalert in Dial 100 facility. He also
the wake of reports of asked the people to dial 100
heavy rainfall across the in case of any emergency.
State during the next three

days. In a statement, Reddy  Inundation issues

said police officials should Anjani Kumar asked offi-
be on duty round-the-clock clals to be alert, especially
duringthenext24 hoursto  at lowlying areas along the
assist the people and spe- Musi River, Tank Bund, Mir

cial focus should be on low-
lying areas. The police offi-

Alam where inundation is-
sues are reported usually.

cials should coordinate with  He asked SHOs to monitor
the district Collector con- rainfall and alert theaulhnr-
cerned and al iesfrom  ities to

the Disaster incor to citizens.

Met warns of extremely heavy rainfall in TS

STATE BUREAU

Hyderabad

"Telangana will be receiving
extremely heavy rainfall on
Tuesday and Wednesday
ove Bay oFBengar The.
over Bay o

weather department has
warned distuption of trans-
portation, power supply
and inundation of low-lying
areas and even damage to
agriculture crops in certain
places. Very heavy toex-
tremely heavy rain is ex-
pected over Ranga Reddy,
Nalgonda and Yadadri
Bhongir districts, and
heavy to very heavy rain is
expected over Na-
garkurnool, Ranga Reddy,
Nalgonda, Yadadri Bhon-
gir, Suryapet, Khammam,
Mahabubabad and Jangaon
districts.

Telangana State Devel-
opment Planning Society
has forecast moderate to
heavy rain over Na-
garkurnool, Narayanpet,
Mahabuhnaga.r Vlka.taba.d

(h(h!nnp!u\.uum!!\utlm( eruevi in \mﬁmimfmugm With incessant ruins lashing parts of
Telangana, waterbodies in the State are brimming.

nam is very likely to inten-
sify further into a deep de-

Medchal- Ma]ka]gm San-
gareddy, Medak, Siddipet,
Karimnagar, Warangal
Urban, W: Rural,
Mahabubabad, Jangaon,
Suryapet, Khammam,
Bhadradri Kothagudem and
Mulugu districts and light
to modetate rain at remain-
ing districts.

The depression over
west central Bay of
lay centred about 280 km
southeast of Visakhapat-

during the next12
hours. Itis expected to
move west northwest
wards and cross north AP
coasts between Narsapur
and Vishakhapatnam, close
10 Kakinada during the
early hours of Tuesday.
Massive flooding, water
logging in many parts of
low lying areas in several
districts has been fore-
casted. Massive falling of
trees and electrical poles
over different roads can

lead to total distuption of
transpert in some areas of
the districts for some hours
to few days.

Reservoirs can overflow
to dangerous levels and
submergence of agricul-
tural lands is also possible,
Civil administration has
been advised to regulate
road, rail and air traffic ac-
cordingly. People in the af-
fected areas may limit their
movement; municipal cor-
porations may take appro-
priate action to control
water borne diseases. Nec-

essary advisory may be is-
sued from municipal and
State government authori-
ties on the basis of IMD in-
putsto State Disaster Man-
agement Agency for
necessary action.

Meanwhile the State r
istered an average rainfall
of 13,4 mm against normal
rainfall of 3.7 mm on Mon-
day. Heavy Rainfall (64.5-
115.5mm) was received in
Medak, Kamaredds ]astlal
Siddipet, Sangare: dy and

Jogulamba Gadwal dis-

tricts,



STATE BUREAU
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With the Srisailam dam re-
porting heavy inflows on
Monday, engineers lifted six
crest gates to release water,
The inflows are expected to
rise further because of
heavy rains in the catch-
ment areas of the Krishna
river and discharges from
the Narayanpet and Jurala
projects.

The inflow into the Sri-
sailam dam on Monday was
1,57,230 cusecs while the
outflow was 147,399 cusecs.
The water level touched
269.69 metres against the
FRL of 292 metres. Flectric-
ity production was also
going on the right bank hy-
droelectric generation unit,

As per the flood forecast
issued by the Central Water
Commission (CWC} on
Monday, the Godavari river
was flowing at 55.82 metres
at Dummugudem, 46,57 me-
tres at Bhadrachalam, and
7322 metres at Etutrna-
garam. The water level at all
these places was rising,

On the other hand, the
water level in the Nizam-
sagar project was steady at
522 51 metres and 332.54 me-
tres in the SRSP. Similarly,
the water level Singur dam

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE
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Heavy inflows into Srisailam

Water being released from the Srisailam dam by lifting six crest gates. — Photo: Chandrashekhar Sharma

was at 426,06 metres and
rising, At Yellampalli, the in-
flow was 25,736 cusecs while
the outflow was 41180
cusecs, The Lower Manair
Dam was receiving 42,637
cusecs and discharging
59,112 cusecs.

On the Krishna river, the
water level in the Almatti
project in Karnataka was
steady at 519.60 metres and
in the Narayanpur dam, ris-
ing from 491.99 metres with
heavy inflows of 90,000
cusecs. The project was dis-
charging 93,000 cusecs.

The water level in the
Priyadarshini Jurala Project

8 Nagarjuna Sagar gates lifted

NALGONDA: Eight crest
gates of the Nagarjuna
Sagar Project (NSP) were
lifted up to 10 feet after
the inflow increased to
one lakh cusecs late on
Monday evening. The
project’'s water storage
touched 311 tme against

the storage capacity of
312 tmc while the water
level was 589 feet against
the FRL of 590 feet. The
outflow was one lakh
cusecs, including water
released to the left canal
and the SLBC low-level
canal.

was 318.33 metres while the
inflows wete 70,500 cusecs.
The same was rising in the
Srisailam reservoir from

269.69 metres. The Pulichin-
tala was receiving 66,419
cusecs and was discharging
1,09,196 cusecs.
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With rain gods in generous mood, sparks may
not fly over sharing Cauvery water this year

But with elections

round the cornerin
TN, issue may come
back to centrestage

ANILURS

Bengaluru, October 12

Bountiful rains in the Cauvery
catchment area indicates that
the periodic tug-of-war between
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu over
the sharing of Cauvery waters
likely to take a back seat this
year.

“We don't see any problem. So
far adequate water has been re-
leased,” said a senior water re-
sources department official.

Karnataka had a good rainfall
between August and September,
which covered the season’s
shortfall. Now Tamil Nadu

awaits the Mettur reservoir to

cross the 100 feet mark. As on Oc-

tober 12, Mettur's water level
stood at 99.11 feet
as against its capa-
city of 120 feet.

“In 2019,
Karnataka faced
double floods in
less than three
months. This year
(2020), we have
seen only one with
an average inflow and outflow;”
the water resources department
official said.

Election fever

He added, “In addition to water
outflow from Cauvery basin
dams in four months, in the last
week, there have been heavy
rains in the downstream of
Kabini, KRS dams and in the

Bengaluru region, leading to wa-
ter flow to Tamil Nadu." But
what is worrying Karnataka
more is the
State assembly
elections  in
Tamil  Nadu
scheduled early
nextyear (2021).
The  Cauvery
water dispute
. usually takes

gargantuan
proportions during an election
year, the past years have shown.

With good South-West mon-
soons rains getting over, this
time around politicians in
Karnataka don't see demand for
water. But what the State is wor-
ried about is the delay in giving
permission to start the Meke-
datu reservoir work.

The project aims to store and

provide 4.75 tmc of water to ful-
fil the drinking water needs of
Bengaluru city, without chan-
ging the quantum of Cauvery
water flow to Tamil Nadu. At the
moment, the State is awaiting
environmental clearance after
submitting a detailed project re-
port to the Centre.

Both Chief Minister BS Yediy-
urappa and State Water Re-
sources Minister Ramesh Jarki-
holi have met Union
Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar seeking early clear-
ance of the project. The recent
Cauvery Water Management Au-
thority's (CWMA) meeting,
which saw a sharp exchange of
words between Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu, may be taken as a
precursor to what is likely to fol-
low. This will be played out loud
in the run-up to the elections.
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Producers’ body questions

selection norms
Publicity under Jal Jeevan Mission

CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, Oct 12; The
Producers” Council, an assoc-
ation of film and T¥ producers,
has alleged that the proposed
eriberia for sebection of empan-
elment of agencies for
pubbicity-related works under
the Jal Jeevan Mission, Assam,
will only encourage bigger
firms and depeive kocals,

The conmal recently sent a
letter to the Chief Engineer,
PHE-Water, Aszam, cum Ad-
ditional Mizsion Director of Jal
Jeevan Mission, Assam, in this
regard.

“In thas pandemic, a crizes has
arisen among the TV and @lm
industry of Aszam. Therefore,
pvang ol work oppartunities
tir the bocal creative agencies
shall be helpful o strengthen
the sconumic scenario of the
Incal producticn houses as well
as the agencies which compeize
producers, directors, artists,
technicians, etc,” the Council
said in a statement.

“We urge the department
to empanel & minimum set of
qualified firms or agencies
unider the department for con-
dhwcting all kinds of audiovisu-
al works. Local artszana should
get preference and it will help
uplift the ecompmic growth of
the local creative agencies,”
it added.

The council also requested
the department to minimise
the critenia for selection with
the motve of macamum work
Beneration with mimdmum cri-
terin. This will further help
support the lives of many kcal
artizans m the respective field
during this pandemic, the
statement sad,

The council seuaght meodifi-
cation m the critera for selec-
tion for the benefit of local arti-
sans. The agency saud the ear-
nest money should be reducesd
to Bs 25,000 from Rz 1 lakh.
The amount has been fxed as
carnest money deposit to be
paid online m the e-procure-
meenk portal itsel o in the form
of bamk guaraniee pledged in
favour of Chief Engimesc. PHE-
Water, Assam,

It further said that as not
msch work had been done in
the field i Assam m the kst
five vears, the minmmam vale
of ot work order ghould be
Rs 5 lakh instead of Bs 1 crore.
The proposed critersa for elig-
hility div not consader the indi-
vidual work orders worth less
than Ba 12 lakh. The applicant
rust have a minimum aver-
age annual turnover of Ra 10
lakh over the last three years
inatesd of s 2 crore. Moreover,
the evaluation matrix for the
evaluation process should be
at a minamauan, it added.
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Brahmaputra, flood and erosion

B Nripa K Phukan

o his feonie song Brefring

Parore..., Dr Bhupen Hazari-

laaccuses the Hahmapui for

flovwing sdlently in spite of suf-
ferings of the poor masses whe live
by it side. Now after decades. the
Hrahmaputra feels ahused, degen.
erated and neglected. It symbolz-
8 sufferings, extensive riverbank
ervsion, watershed degradation smd
chimate change. The Brahumaputra
basin has a vast watershed of
S0,00K) 211 ke which receives high
ranfll. 1 15 the fourth Lirgest nver
i the warkd in terms of discharge.
There isa sudden drop of gradient
{hills bo plains) and rarrow basman
the plains, with very hagh drainage
density with many tributaries, The
gy esrthrpuadoes oof 1950 lifter] the riv-
erbed of Lhe Brahmaputra substan-
tially. Defovestation, ruthless cutting
aof trees for logging, cleamnce of
vegelalion for new human settle-
myents and farming and rapid arban-
ization are cansing lirge-scale and
cantinuous removal of topsod from
hills anel plains in every rainy ses-
som, which gets deposited in the riv-
ers making them shallowes, In win-
ter manths, kirge sandhars appear
in the Brahmaputra which compel
its water to flow in three to six small
channels. In addition, people are
dumping tons of garbage, plastic
bottles, industrial and human waste
ntothe Brahmautra making it pol-

lutesdl. The river is crving for help
ani attention,

The Assamess people who are
well adepl in oeganizing one pro-
test and the other are not paying
any heed tothe river's call and year-
Ty sufferings of people. There are
a0 muny protests, bub there i no
organized public protest over the
floxd amd erosion problem of As-
samn. The students’ organizations,
NGO, intelbectuals, litersti, o al.,
dhmot appear tobe much concerned
with the issue. The All Assim St
derrts” Union (AASTT) which always
takes leadershipin safeguarding the
Tand and people of Assam has not
msntioned about feod and erosion
while forming a 16-member advi-
somy committes of eminent citizens
of Assam recently. Even the
Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti,
which claims to represent the in-
terest ol farmers, is nol agitating
an the floml problem.

The encrmity of the problem &
ko tovall. Almost 405 of Assam's
land area is food-prone compared
tothe natimal average of 105, Over
the years, about 25000 villages ind 16
towns inchading sites of cultural hee-
itage have disappeared. Since 1951,
Assam has lost at beast 8,000 5q km
{60 Eakch Baghars) of lane due to ero-
sion. According to the Central Wa-
ter Commission data for the period
1963 ko 2006, on an average every

vear 36 lakh people are affected, 47
e Bvess, 10961 catehe e, Rs T orore
warth of houses get destroved.
The frequency of big and pro-
Jongzed floods have mereased. Dur-
g thee kst four years (201720200
big floods have occurved in three
vears. In the 2017 floods, about 34
lakh people got affected and 134
people died. Floods of 2019 affect-
e aver 57 lakh of people in 4,600
villages and killed 100 persans. In
the current year, three waves of
flood again hit the State with very
ittle: gap between the second and
the third advessely allecting 56 kikh
people in about 4000 villages and
damaging packby cultivation om mere
than 2.5 kakh hectases of cropland.
Humndreds of villages remained un-
der water continwously for four
maemths. Around 1,000 hoases have
been totally destroved, 32,725 ath-
ers have been partially damaged.
Till August 20, 2020, 114 persans
miclisching 50 chakdren have lost their
lives. Sixteen lakh animals includ-
mg lvestock have been affected.
Estensive damage to the State’s
infrastructure - roads, bridges, cul-
verts and various pubbc utility serv-
ek = ocours every year The State
Water Resource Department re-
ported that this year's floods
breached or destroyed S dykes and
embankments, 140 road stretches
and a large number of bridges and
culverts, Assam has 423 embank-
ments, with a total length of ahaut

4,475 ks, It is estimatedd that 295
of the 421 embzmkments have out-
bived their liespan. The situation
will only worsen in the coming
years if no sustainahle lood contral
anil ernsion prevention measures
are mitiated urgently.

A large amount of taxpaycrs’
money has been spent since 1950
on flood control measures every
year, Moane is constantly question-
mg the two gavernments, waler
resorce departments and the Bralr
maputra Board for their tilures. A
lat was expected, when the Hrah-
maptri Hoard was established by
an Act of Parliamest in 1580 for con-
tral of flocuds, bank erosion and im-
provement of dranage in the Brah-
maputra valley. The Board has
achieved very little in the last 40
vers, Taking advantage of back af
scrutiny by the Assamese people,
bureaucrats and technocrats have
rquiesthy diluted its main task, while
expantding s domain and badget.
The latest Mission Statement of the
Boand mentions develogment ard
utbilization of water resources of the
Brahmapatra and Barak valleys for
mrigation, hydrapower, navigation
and flood management as main
tasks. Flood control, the earier
main task of the Brahmaputra
Beard, has been changed to flood
management. Yet, no protest has
been made and demonstrations beld
by any Assamese arganization or
students” union agamst the lackachs-

sical attitude and fadhure of the Board,

'With the change in gevernment i
Dhallsd and Dispur in $014 and 2016
respectively, it was expected that
urgent actions wonld he initited to
sabve the Bood and erosion problem
of Assam, It did not happen. The
present State Government has only
i feews more manths of tenure Jeft, In
Jume 220, the Modi Government has
set up the North East Water Man-
agement Authorty INEWMA) to
study the reasona (o lood and ero-
gion in Assam. It i a belsted and little
first step. Chief Mimister Sarbmanda
Somtrwal's statement on July 21, 20
that the Centre would be alde to start
warking om fmding A permanent so-
lurtaom of Asssaem's foccds only after the
coenphetion of the study by the NEW-
MA reflects litthe urgency, whereas
the prabdesrm icalls for warike efforts.

The probilem is gigastic and it will
take, even after government ap-
proval, at least four to five vears to
comglete varius projects b con-
tral the Brahmaputra and its tribu-
Earés b achieve i sustamahbie solus
theen, It §8 dmperative that instead of
agitating on many different and lo-
calized issues, the Assamese pen-
ple concentrate on the most exs-
tential challenge arising from fluod
and erosion and start A MAss move-
ment with a new keadership, Since
the Central Government only as
the wherewithal to solve this com-
plex and huge issue, effective agita-
tom needs 1o be held m Delhi alse.
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Heavy rains batter AP; coastal
districts on alert as depression
in Bay of Bengal intensifies

NEW DELHI: Heavy rains bat-
tered parts of Andhra Pradesh
on Monday under the influence
of a deep depression in the Bay
of Bengal, and with a forecast
of more heavy showers in the
state, the disaster management
department has put coastal dis-
tricts on alert.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has also
forecasted heavy rainfall in
neighbouring Telangana on
Tuesday due to the depression.

The depression over the
Bay of Bengal has intensified
into a deep depression and it is
likely to cross the north Andhra
Pradesh coast between Narsa-
pur and Vishakhapatnam early
Tuesday, the IMD said.

Under its influence, very
heavy rainfall is expected over
Telangana, heavy to very heavy
falls at isolated places are likely
over Karnataka, Rayalaseema,
south Konkan and Goa, central
Maharashtra and Marathawada
on Tuesday, the Cyclone Warn-
ing Division of the IMD said.

The Andhra Pradesh State
Disaster Management Com-

missioner K Kanna Babu issued
a warning, asking people, par-
ticularly those residing in low-
lying areas, to be alert and take
necessary precautions in view
of the situation.

Kanna Babu said coastal dis-
tricts have been put on high
alert, The Meteorological Cen-
tre at Amaravati said the deep
depression was moving at a
speed of over six kilometres
per hour and was very likely to
move west-northwestwards and
cross the coast close to Kaki-
nada, the headquarters of East
Godavari district. Wind speed
could range from 55 to 65 kmph,
gusting up to 75 kmph, it said.

The deep depression caused
heavy to very heavy rains in East
Godavari and Visakhapatnam
districts in particular on Mon-
day and threw normal life out of
gear. Parawada near Visakhapat-
nam received the highest 18.1
cm of rain and industrial town
Gajuwaka 17.1 cm. The ancient
coastal town of Bhimili recorded
16 cm, Visakhapatnam city 15.9
cm, Kapuluppada 14.6 cm and
Anandapuram 12 cm.  AGENCIES
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