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Flash floods claim 50 lives in Telangana
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NDRF personnel help in evacuating residents from a flooded neighbourhood after heavy rainfall in Hyderabad on Thursday. At
least 50 people have died in the rains in Telangana in the last few days, the state government said. REUTERS
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Rainy spotlight on
bad urban planning

he overnight heavy rains that pounded Telangana state, Andhra
Pradesh and parts of Karnataka and Maharashtra have claimed
scores of lives and caused destruction of property worth crores of
rupees on Wednesday and if the weatherman gets it right, the
region will continue to face the threat in the coming days, too. Apart from
the loss of lives, the rains left several busy residential areas and commer-
cial streets in Hyderabad flooded and houses and shops inundated. Power
supply was disrupted for hours together. Even the road to the airport was
washed away in the rains, marooning the city for all practical purposes.

The way the rain fury threw life out of gear in the Telangana state capi-
tal leaves some disquieting guestions about our urban planning. It is
unacceptable that one night's rain can bring the civic life of a growing city
to halt. The threat is not specific to Hyderabad — Chennai and Mumbai
had similar experiences in the recent past while the others are waiting for
their turn. True, the impact of global warming and sudden changes in the
weather patterns are tough to handle at the local level but the citizen's and
official culpability should not go unnoticed. It's a shame that the cities
which were built with proper drains decades or even centuries ago now
drown in flood waters. Hyderabad had a proper way out for water in the
form of River Musi but it has now become a waste dump and a victim of
mindless encroachment despite several recovery plans, The smaller ones
have been lost forever. It is not that the planners cannot foresee this hap-
pening and ensure that life is not completely disrupted overnight.
Adequate warning and advance planning can ameliorate the hardship of
the people and reduce the loss of property. The disastrous cyclones that
regularly visited the eastern coast, especially Odisha, and claimed thou-
sands of lives no more repeat their dance of death now, thanks to the
improved advance warning systems and an efficient governmental
machinery that ensures that the cyclone passes its way as is its wont but
no lives are lost. Thiruvananthapuram, the capital city of Kerala, was
saved from the devastating floods in 2018 and 2019 after a project named
Operation Anantha was implemented with focus on clearing the drains
five vears ago, It was made possible by the determination of a team of offi-
cials, led by the chief secretary, and helped by the stringent provisions of
the National Disaster Management Act, 2005,

An action plan on a similar pattern which uses technology and concepts
of advance planning must be introduced in our cities to save them from
such calamities. The bodies responsible for disaster management at the
national, state and district levels must be made operational full-time. Laws
on urban planning must be implemented strictly, violators punished ruth-
lessly and bureaucrats responsible for the lapses made accountable. No
society which swears by rule of law can allow the situation where law-
breakers thrive at the cost of the lives and livelihoods of the rest. This is
the least the government can do for the city dwellers.




S.A.ISHAQUI I DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 15

Chief Minister K. Chand-
rashekar Rao put the ini-
tial estimate of the damage
caused by rains and floods
in the state at 25,000 crore,

in a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday.

He urged the Centre to
release 1,350 crore imme-
diately, %600 crore for
farmers and 2750 crore for
for taking up relief and
rehabilitation measures.

The Chief Minister,
while reviewing the flood
situation, instructed offi-
cials to take up relief mea-
sures on a war footing in
the affected areas.

Officials put the toll at 50,
revising the death count in
the city to 11. They said
that 20,540 houses in 144
colonies at 72 places in the
city were under floodwa-
ters and 35,000 families
affected.

The CM announced Z5
lakh as immediate com-
pensation each to the fami-
lies of the dead. He direct-
ed the authorities to dis-
tribute rice, pulses, food
and three quilts per family
in affected areas. ¥5 crore
was announced as immedi-
ate financial assistance to
the GHMC to take up relief
works.

The Chief Minister said
that new houses would be
built for those whose hous-
es were destroyed. Fina-
necial assistance will be
given to repair houses that
were partially damaged.
He said houses would be
built on government land
for those who built houses
on nalas and lost them.

Electricity authorities
were told to restore power
supply to apartments in
low-lving areas only after
draining out cellars,
though it may take time,

M Page 2: Crops in 7.35 L
acres submerged
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TS rain damage 35,000 crore

CM writes to PM seeking 1,350 crore immediate assistance as toll hits 50

crane after the floodwaters receded in Hyderabad on Thursday.

Power suffered triple whammy

BALU PULIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 15

Modern ‘ring main units’
that make electricity dis-
tribution in an urban set-
ting a breeze were over-
whelmed by the very
heavy downpour.

Some very traditional
habits of builders ignoring
the natural lay of the land
led to a few hundred distri-
bution transformers being
completely submerged in
water, People broke down
barriers designed to pro-
tect the sub-stations from
floods, leading to the

equipment being
mped.

These were among the
several reasons that con-
tributed to the widespread
power outages in the city
and the rest of the state
over the past three days.

Officials from the TS
Southern Power Distri-
bution Company Limited
said that while most power
outage complaints were
attended to within hours,
there were some instances
where it took 36 hours or
more before power could
be restored.

At the individual build-

swa-

ing level, one of the prima-
ry problems was the loca-
tion of the switchboards in
the basements that are the
first to get flooded. It is
time for the GHMC to
insist that it will not give
building permission unl-
ess specific provisions are
made for installing power
supply systems on the first
floor of a multi-storeyed
building, a senior TSSFD-
CL official said. “Once a
basement is flooded, every
junction, fuse box and
meter must be fully dry
before power can be
restored,” the official said.

One of the problems, it
was learnt, was the reluc-
tance of people in some
locations where large sub-
stations began to get flood-
ed and water levels began
to rise dangerously. At one
such location, a short
retaining wall built to
divert any possible flood-
ing away from the sub-sta-
tion was demolished by
basti dwellers, with many
houses built illegally, to
stop water from accumu-
lating near their homes.

W Page 2: Water seeped
into power eguipment
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Relief measures on warfooting: KCR

Rs 5 lakh ex gratia to
kin of victims

STATE BUREAU
HYDERNEAD

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao on Thursda
announced ex af Rs 51
tothe kin of persons who died in
rain-related incidents in the
State. He aleo instructed offi-
cials to ide relief to people
aff by rains and floods ona
war-footing, and asked them to
distribute rice, pulses and other
essential items besides three
blankets to every household on
behalf of the State government.
Officials said 50 persons in-
cluding 11 in GHMC area had
lost their lives in rain-related in-
cidents till Thursday. The cro
loss across the State was esti-
mated at Rs 2,000 crore, The
Chief Minister also released Rs
Smmre to li'lelpﬂﬁrtém Hyder-
i Munici arporation
(GHMC) to up relief op-
speed up op

The Chief Minister ann-
I‘Imlllctd the decision at a hi
evel review meeting at Pragathi
Bhavan here to take stock of the
mﬂﬁﬁ' relief works in the
State, He issued specific direc-

tions to be ented in the
GHMC considering the impact
the rains had on the city.

He assured the people that
new houses will be given to
those whose houses had col-
lapsed during the deluge and the

government will undertake re-
pairs to partially damaged

Death toll 50; Rs 2,000 cr I
worth crop damaged

Rs 5 crore released to GHMC to
speed up relief operations

” TSSEEKS RS 1,350 CR
IMMEDIATE RELIEF
m m“u HYDERABAD: Chief Minister
“\l' hm tﬂ K Chandrashekhar Rao
those whose houses urged the Centre to release
m.hm Mm Rs L350 crore immediately
Mmﬂ" for rehabilitation and relief
and govt will repair partially works in the wake of heavy
m houses free of rains that |eft a trail of dev-
astation in the State. Ina
cost. New houses will be Jetter to Prirme Minister
built on alternative Marendra Modi_ he said the
= State had suffered losses to
sites since structures the tune of Rs 5,000 crore in
that M were ¥ thie heavy rains and subse-
mtﬂttd Mi " =% guent flash floods. Modi had
on ns 1 J' called up Rao on Wednasday
— K CHANDRASHEKMARRAOD, and assured hirm that the
CHEE MIMSTER 1 Centre would extend help.
1 L
houses free of cost. Hemade it with water fooding the cellars  to remove all the High Tension
clear that the new houses willbe of residential complexes,” power lines passing over resi-
bmilt on alternative sites since Chandraghekhar Rao said. He dential aress, Ministers KT

the houses that collapsed were
constructed on drains (nalas) in
the city. He directed the officers
to pump out water from low-
lying areas and cellars of apart-
ment complexes and cautioned
them not to restore power tll
the last drop of water was
drained out as restoration of
power supply in such areas
could canse

“It has been observed that
many colonies that were sub-
i were built in the Full
Tank Level (FT'L) areas of tanks.
This had led to severs problems

opined that building cellars that
can withstand foods at the time
of construction should be an op-
tion to ensure that such inci-
dents do not recur. He sug-
that the civic authorities
nceforth must impose a con-
dition on builders that parking
or cellar aress of buildings have
to be flood-proof. He wanted
the GHMC authorities to use
the services of Metro Water
Works and Fire department to
pump out food water. He also
advised the electricity depart-
ment to prepare an action plan

Rama Rao, 5 Niranjan Reddy,
Wemula Prashanth Reddy, Mah-
mood Ali, Ryta Bandhu Samithi
State chairman Palla Rajeshwar
Reddy, Chief Adwvisor Rajiv
Sharma, Chief Secretury
Somesh Kumar, Transco and
Geneo CMD D Prabhakar Rao,
TSSPDCL CMD G Raghuma
Reddy, Principal Secretary
ture) B Janardhan
y , Principal Secretary
{Munici Administration)
Arvind Eumar among others
participated.
(RELATED REPORT: PAGE 5
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Sanitation, clean
water prlorlty' KTR

CITY BUREAL
Fhdoazat

With the rains taking a break on
Thursday, Municipal Administra-
tion and Urban Development Min-
ister K" Rama Rao directed officials
to take up extensive samitation
wnrts, ensure provision of safe
drinking water, food and initiate all
measures fior prevention of commu-
nilgble dmhl; —— :
ontinuing ections in
rain-affected areas in the city for the
smnd m:uﬁw day, the Minis-
:red th uf all help and e
su em and support.
With water levels receding m sev-
eral colomies, the GHMC was di-
rected to take up sanitation works
and engure there was no of
vector-borne diseases. On the side-
lines of his inspection in the rain-hit
areas of Nallakunta, Musheerabad,
Amberpet and Tolichowki, the Min-
ister instructed HMWSSE to in-
crease testing of water samples and
to also distribute chlorine tablets,
He appealed to the residents to be
dlert and consume only boiled
waler asa autionary measure,
He the officials and elected
public represetttives to shift resi-
dents in low-lying
homes and arrange
and milk packets. Rao also in-
structed GHMC Commissioner DS

MAK LD Minister visits a rain-hit area
in Hyvderabad on Thursday.

HMWSSB asked to
increase testing of
water samples
and to distribute
chlerine tablets

Lokesh Eurnar to submit proposals
on setting up drainage pipelines in a
few areas to ensure 4 permanent so-
lution to avoid Aooding. (SFFrpasE 2

(REL ATED REPORTS: PAGES 2, 3)
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‘Fill all tanks with
Singur water’

Harish directs officials to provide irrigation facility to 40k acres

7 T 4

e

Finance Minister T Harish Rao during a visit to Singur project on Thursday.

STATE BUREAU
SANGAREDDY

Finance Minister T Harish
Rao has instructed irriga-
tion department officials in
Sangareddy district to im-
pound water in all the irri-
gation tanks under Singur
project to provide irrigation
to over 40,000 acres aya-
cut in Sangareddy district
for Yasangi crop.

‘When irrigation authori-
ties informed him that 70 of
the 170 tanks under the proj-
ect had surplus water, Har-
ish Rao asked themtofill the
remaining 100 tanks by re-
leasing water from Singur
project.

The Minister was speak-
ing at a a meeting with dis-
trict officials and elected
representatives in Singur.
Asking the Agriculture de-

partment officials to prepare
a plan of action for Yasangi
cultivation, Harish Rao in-
structed them to enumerate
the crop losses and send him
a report through District
Collector M Hanumantha
Rao.

Repair works
Saying that as many as 42
low-level causeways and
culverts were damaged due
to the heavy rains, he di-
rected the officials to send
him proposals for taking up
repairs works immediately.
Similarly, 144 kms of R&B
roads were damaged, he
said and asked R&RB officials
to send him proposals to
take up the works at a cost
of Rs 30 crore,

Saying that the officials of
National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAT)} and

Road and Buildings (R&B}
are lacking coordination,
Rao has said that many
works have remained pend-
ing for many days. The Min-
ister has suggested the Col-
lector to hold a meeting
with both the department
officials to sort out all such
issues and get the works
done,

Stating that several Pan-
chayat raj roads were dam-
aged due to rains in
Narayankhed area, he has
asked the concerned offi-
cials to take up the repairing
works on war footing to re-
store the road communica-
tion, Zilla Parishad Chair-
person, P Manjusri, MLA,
Andole, Chanti Kranthi
Kiran and others were pres-
ent. The Minister has also
inspected some rain hit
areas in Sangareddy.
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Copious rains fill up irrigation tanks in Telangana

-
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‘Water gushing out from the Nagarjuna Sagar project after 18 gates were opened on Thursday.

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

More than 50 per cent of the
minor irrigation tanks in the
State, both in Krishna and
Godavari river basins, have
been overflowing following
copious inflows in the wake
of heavy rains in the State in
the past few days.

At least 24,192 of the
43,412 tanks are overflowing
indicating saturation of
ground watet in these areas,
‘While Sangareddy and Ma-
habubnagar top the list
under Krishna  basin,
‘Warangal and Nirmal regis-
tered maximum number of
overflowing tanks under
Godavari basin,

Overflowing

According to a report from
the irrigation wing of the
Chief Minister’s Office, as
many as 6,993 tanks under
the jurisdiction of Superin-
tending Engineer of San-
gareddy were overflowing
and at least 1,277 tanks
reached their maximum ca-
pacity.

In Rangareddy, as many
as 1,997 were overflowing
and 735 were full up to 100
per cent, Nalgonda which
has 4,454 tanks has 1,266

Brimming with hope

Rangareddy

Nalgonda -1?
Mahbubnaga I 6,419

Sangaredcy N § 752

I 6,993

[ 3,646
1,997

4454

644

RAND

- 2,701
GODAVARI BASIN Nirmal s TOTAL
) I /290 NO. OF
TOTAL  Karimnagar 2578 TANKS
Khammam I 553 43,412
795
0 3206 OVER
Nizamabad .9? : FLOWING

I NO. OF TANKS
N OVERFLOWING

Warangal

; 24,192
2209

According to the irrigation wing, as many as 6,993
tanks under the jurisdiction of Superintending
Engineer of Sangareddy were overflowing

overflowing and 1,124
reached their maximum ca-
pacity. Mahabubnagar
which has 6,419 tanks has
4,644 overflowing and 630
;eached 100 per cent capac-
ity.

On the Gedavari basin,
under SE Nirmal area 718
tanks were overflowing and
1,694 reached their full ca-
pacity.

In Karimnagar out of
4,290 tanks, 2,578 tanks were

overflowing and 1,063 were
up to the brim. Khammam
with 3,883 tanks has 2,795
overflowing, and 1,044 tanks
reached 100 per cent capac-
ity. Nizamabad which has
3,206 tanks has 992 over-
flowing and 1518 tanks
reached 100 per cent capac-
ity. Warangal with 6,030
tanks has 2,209 overflowing,
and 2,887 tanks reached full
capacity.

Breaches

There were also breaches
reported in several areas
due to heavy rainfall, flood-
ing of rivulets and seasonal
streams that have brought
extremely heavy inflows
into these minor irrigation
tanks with generally have
less holding capacity. There
were 318 breaches in tanks
under Krishna and 343
breaches to tanks under Go-
davari basin,

As per the Superintending
Engineers of these the dis-
trict’s 188 tanks were
breached in Sangareddy, 31
in Rangareddy, 28 in Nalgoe-
nda, and 71 in Mahbubnagar.
Similarly 42 tanks were
breached in Nirmal, 46 in
Karimnagar, 29 in Kham-
mam, 38 in Nizamabad, and
188 in Warangal.

Singur,
Nizamsagar see
good inflows

HYDERABAD: Heavy rains
in the catchment areas of
major rivers that have
brought miassive inflows
into major irrigation proj-
ectsin the State did their
bit in cheering the farmers
in the ayacut of Singur,
Nizamsagar, and Musi proj-
ects that usually do not re-
ceive much inflows.

Singur, Nizamsagar and
Musi are expected tore-
ceive 1,800 cumecs, 1,500
cumecs and 2,000 cumecs
respectively by Friday as
per the Central Water Com-
mission’s (CWC) flood
forecast. The commission
also forecasts a further in-
creaseinthe flood water
levels inthese projects.
Musi on Thursday was at
its Full Reservoir Level
(FRL) of 196.6 feet. Nizam-
sagar was receiving
1,01,981 cusecs and not dis-
charging any water while
Singur was receiving
28,826 cusecs and dis-
charging the same amount
downstream into Manjeera
river.

Inflows into other proj-
ectsin Krishnaand Go-
davari basins continued.
With Narayanpur dam
dumping 1,54,530 cusecs
into the system of river Kr-
ishna, the Priyadarshini Ju-
rala Project (PJP) was re-
ceiving 4,85,000 cusecs
and discharging 5,12,093
cusecs. The water level
was 1042.618 feet inPJP
out of an FRL of 1045 feet.
Water has also been re-
leased through left, right
and parallel canals from the
project.

At Srisailam the inflows
were 4, 61,254 cusecs, and
outflows were 5, 06,107
cusecs, at Nagarjuna Sagar,
the inflows were 2, 94,369
cusecs and same quantity
has been discharged to
lessen pressure onthe
reservoir.

Heavy inflows continued
at Pulichintala with 4, 74,
906 cusecs and discharges
were 5, 42,558 cusecs. In-
flows into Sri Ram Sagar
Project (SRSP) were 38,103
cusecs and outflows were
55,000 cusecs.
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Heavy rain lashes three western
Maharashtra districts, 27 dead

SUSHANT KULKARNI
PUNE,OCTOBER 15

TWENTY SEVEN people died in
three western Maharashtra dis-
tricts —Solapur, Pune and Sangli—
asheavyrain caused by adeep de-
pression battered various parts of
the state from Wednesday after-
noon, leading to widespread flood-
ing. Over 20,000 people had to be
evacuated in these three districts.

As predicted by the IMD, most
parts of Maharashtra started re-
ceiving heavy rain from Wedne-
sday because of a strong low-pres-
sure system in Bay of Bengal,
which intensified into a deep de-
pression as it traversed across the
land, moving towards Arabian sea.

While 14 persons have been
killed in Solapur district, includ-
ing six in a wall collapse in the
temple town of Pandharpur, four

people died in Pune and nine in
Sangli district, said officials.

The wall collapse incident was
reported from Kumbharghat area
on the banks of Bhima river in
Pandharpuron Wednesday after-
noon. Four of the six belonged to
the same family. An inquiry has
been launched by the district ad-
ministration into the incident.

In Daund taluka of Pune dis-
trict, four persons were swept
away while trying to cross a swol-
len stream on Wednesday night.
Police officers said the four were
trying to cross the stream on two
bikes. “Bodies of three persons
have been recovered,” said
Inspector Sunil Mahadik.

Police have identified the de-
ceased as Shahaji Lokhande (52),
Appasaheb Dhaytonde (55) and
his wife Kalavati (48). The fourth
person, Subhash Narayan
Lokhande (48) is still reported

missingand asearchis beingcon-
ducted by police teams with the
help oflocal villagers.

One death has been reported
from Haveli taluka in Pune district.

As many as 20,640 persons
were evacuated by respective dis-
trict administrations and rescue
agencies from flooded areas in
Solapur, Pune and Sangli.

In Solapur district, which was
theworst-hit, 17000 people were
evacuated, and in Pune and Sangli
districts, 3,000 and 640 people, re-
spectively, had to be shifted to
safer places, said officials.

Chief Minister Uddhav Thac-
keray has asked the state admin-
istration, Army, Navy and Air Force
to be on high alert. As per a state-
ment issued by the Chief Minis-
ter's Office, Thackeray reviewed
the situation and instructed offi-
cials to be on alert to avoid any loss
of life. —WITHENS, MUMBAI
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2000 households to get water
in Karbi Anglong

JAL JEEVAN MISSION

CORRESPONDENT

DIFHL, Ot 15: Jal Jeevan
Mizziom, the most ambitous
project of Prime Minister
MNarendra Modi will benefit
:||'|:|1r|u,|.1'.'|.'<;- wrnlbioy |:n.-1:u;||:_-: il
Aszsam. This mession will en-
sure pure and safe water
households. The Department
of Dirmking Water amd Sanita-
taom under the Ministry of Jal
Shakti, will implement the
propect within 2024,

In Karbi Anglomg, this mis-
siom may target around 2,000
househalds in the first phase,
an official of Public Health

Engineenng {Rural Dhvision)
informed this recently.

“From October 2, a 100-
day campaign wis launched
with the main atm 1o cover
all schools and anganwadi
centres of Karbd Anglong,
During this campaign we
surveved the quality and
queantity of water using feld
test kits,” said the nodal of-
ficer for 'im|;||rn:||;-n[al'i||n il
JIM in the hill district. He
mentioned that this mission
will be implemented with
special attention on the health
of women and children,

It may he mentioned that

Prime Minister Narendra
Mo on Tird Independence
Diay last year announced the
plan to supply sufficient drink-
ing water to each household
through ppe connections
withm 2024 pmrt'nq,'llhﬂ.'y'in!lu::
rural areas.

The mission will put mto
practice source sustxinabili-
ty procedures as obligatory
hil;ﬁil.' FIIIA‘. F'lll:,'h E L] l'l."l_'!'IH.THI:‘
and rewse through grey wa-
ter management, water con-
servation, rain water har-
veshing etc,

In Karbi anghong, the ex-
isting schemes will be reno-

vated and made functional
under the new initiative,
Around 82 existing schemes
will be revived in two stages
under JIM.

Howraghat PHE Division
and Diphu PHE (Rural Thvi-
sian) will activate B schemes
under [JM in the first and
second phase, and shall cov-
er aroumd 25, (K households
withan March next year, MNiew
schemes will cover villages
where no water supply
schemes exiated and within
December 2024, the entire
population of Karld Anglong
will be covered.
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Dealing with a deluge

As floods swamp Hyderabad, the focus is on
the inadequacy of drainage infrastructure

deep monsoon depression over the west central
ABay of Bengal, which weakened as it moved over

Telangana, resulted in downpours over several
districts in the State, severely affecting the city of Hyd-
erabad as well. On October 13, the monthly average
rainfall of Hyderabad for October (103.6 mm according
to Skymet) was surpassed on a single day when 192 mm
of rain fell. According to the India Meteorological De-
partment, this is the highest rainfall for October record-
ed in Telangana’s capital since 1903. Such a high intensi-
ty downpour in a short span is bound to affect a densely
populated urban area, and Hyderabad was no excep-
tion. At least 24 people were killed and several localities
submerged and isolated following incessant rains and
the overflowing of the city’s lakes. Other districts were
badly affected too: roads damaged and irrigation tanks
breached. The monsoon storm that never became a cy-
clone, has managed to cross the east (Andhra Pradesh)
and west coasts (north Karnataka and Maharashtra) of
India. This is rare and a rain-related disaster event that
is difficult to plan for. Floods and deluges, like any other
disaster, disproportionately affect the poor. Disaster
management agencies have managed to limit the im-

pact of the disaster as many of those marooned in sub-
merged areas and flooded houses were rescued. But the
extent of the damage and the turmoil show a lack of
preparation and disaster mitigation, a problem that
plagues most urban centres in the country.

Much of the damage was due to the overflowing of
lakes - in particular, the Hussain Sagar Lake in the mid-
dle of the city and the breaching of storm water drains.
Construction over lake beds and encroachments of
drainage channels have been identified as problems
that have exacerbated flooding and inundation in the ci-
ty in the past (the deluge in August 2000, for example).
But the little that has been done to unblock existing
storm drains over the last decade has not been enough
to handle the requirements of the city, which still de-
pends upon an antiquated sewerage and drainage sys-
tem. Hyderabad urgently needs to expand and remodel
its drainage system. Besides lakes and canals, wetlands
and watersheds play a vital role in absorbing excess
rainfall, but regrettably, rapid urbanisation in the twin
cities has resulted in the loss of a large portion of the
wetlands. An analysis by the Centre for Science and En-
vironment in 2016 revealed that 3,245 hectares of water
bodies were lost in Hyderabad between 1989 and 2001.
In the long term, the effects of flooding due to deluges
can only be mitigated if urban planners take into ac-
count the hydro-geology of cities and ensure that con-
struction, development and land occupation do not
take place in a way that reduces the area of wetlands.

The Hindu 16-October-2020



Heavyr

FiJe No.T-74074/10/2019-

dil CI1AlITlS

77 lives in

Solapur, Sangli, Pune districts

Chief Minister asks State administration, Army, Navy, Air Force to be on high alert

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

At least 27 people have died
in rain-related incidents in
Solapur, Sangli and Pune dis-
tricts of western Maharash-
tra, officials said on Thurs-
day. Over 20,000 people
were evacuated to safer plac-
es in these three districts.
Mumbai too witnessed wa-
terlogging after overnight
rains on Thursday.

“A total of 27 people have
died due to rain-related inci-
dents in Solapur, Sangli and
Pune districts since Wednes-
day. Fourteen casualties are
from Solapur district, nine
from Sangli and four from
Pune district,” said an offi-
cial from the Pune Divisional
Commissioner’s office.

The National Disaster Res-
ponse Force (NDRF) began
rescue work in Pandharpur,
where six people died in wall
collapse on Wednesday,
while over 6,000 people
from 500 families were evac-
uated in Solapur.

In Pune, the police re-
trieved three bodies, includ-
ing that of a woman, after
four people on two two-
wheelers were washed away
in Daund taluk. Two NDRF
teams stationed in Maval ta-
luk have been deployed for
rescue and rehabilitation ef-
forts, While one team
reached Pandharpur, the
other was pressed into ac-
tion in Latur in Marathwada.

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray chaired a meeting
to take a review of the flood
situation and asked the State
administration, Army, Navy
and Air Force to be on high
alert to tackle any emergen-
cy in parts of western Maha-
rashtra and Marathwada.

In a statement, the Chief
Minister's Office said, “NDRF
teams have been stationed in
Osmanabad, Solapur, Pand-

Rough ride: A bus trudges through the waterlogged Karad-Vita
highway following heavy rain, in Karad on Thursday. =#m

harpur and Baramati.” The
Chief Minister asked the ad-
ministration to avaid loss of
life, property and agricul-
ture and expeditiously carry
out assessment of the losses
caused by the rains. He also
directed the local adminis-
tration to provide financial
aid to the kin of those who
lost their lives in the wall col-
lapse in Pandharpur.

Thousands marooned

Relentless overnight rain led
to massive property damage
in Solapur and Pune dis-
tricts, with thousands of vil-
lagers marconed by rising
floodwaters in rural Solapur.

Rising levels of Sina river
have affected residents in at
least 100 villages in Madha
and Mohol taluks in Solapur,
with several livestock being
washed away by the floodwa-
ters. The Vakav village was
entirely cut-off from the rest
of the district by the swollen
waters of Sina river.

As per the Solapur district
administration, at least
1,000 people were evacuat-
ed from Pandharpur on
Wednesday night. Authori-
ties of the Vitthal-Rukmini
temple trust said it would
take the responsibility of
feeding and lodging those

evacuated from their homes.

Two lakh cusecs of water
were discharged from Ujjani
dam since 10 p.m. last night.
With rains providing a tem-
porary reprieve to Solapur in
the morning, the discharge
has been reduced to one
lakh cusecs. The rains have
compelled authorities to
shut traffic on Pune-Solapur
road, as well as roads con-
necting Solapur to ather dis-
tricts like Bijapur in neigh-
bouring Karnataka.

Intense and continuous
showers saw an alarming
rise in the water levels of all
major rivers in western Mah-
arashtra: the Panchganga in
Kolhapur rose by seven feet,
owing to massive rainfall
throughout Wednesday
night, while the Krishna riv-
er level in Sangli has risen by
five feet in just three hours.
All main roads in Sangli have
been closed for traffic as a
precautionary measure,

In Pune, overnight show-
ers caused damage to pro-
perty in the city with furious
rainwaters mangling scores
of two-wheelers parked in
the open. In Baramati in ru-
ral Pune, a flood-like situa-
tion prevails as several resi-
dents have moved to higher
grounds for safety. The rains

have led the Savitribai Phule
Pune University to postpone
the final year examinations
scheduled for Thursday.

As per a notification put
up on the varsity's website,
authorities said it was post-
poning the online and offline
exams given the flood-like
situation and the fact that
the civic administration had
issued a cyclone and heavy
rainfall alert. They said the
revised schedule would be
announced soorn.

In Pune city, Katraj-Sinha-
gad Road, Sahakarnagar and
Shivajinagar areas were bad-
ly hit with water entering
houses, including Patil hos-
pital on Sinhagad road.

PMC to blame, says Sule
Baramati MP and Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) leader
Supriya Sule visited the
worst-hit areas in Katraj in
Pune city later in the day.
Hitting out at the Bharativa
Janata Party (BJP) con-
trolled-Pune Municipal Cor-
poration (PMC), Ms. Sule
said it was responsible for
the deplorable state of the ci-
ty’s public works. She said,
“A similar situation occurred
last year in which more than
20 people lost their lives ow-
ing to intense bouts of rain.
But it appears that the PMC
has not grown any wiser and
is not expending sufficient
funds to improve the city’'s
anti-rain infrastructure.”

BJP leader and Pune
Mayor Murlidhar Mohol said
that no one ought to play
politics over natural calami-
ties. He said, “The BJP has
only been in power for the
last three years in the PMC. It
was the NCP and Congress
who were in power for the
past two decades in the civic
body. So, why weren’t any
repairs carried out then?”

(With PTI inputs)
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Scientists identify new potential
groundwater arsenic hotspots'in India

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Scientists,
including those from the
Mational Institute of Hydrol-
ogy (NIH), have found an
increased probability of high
arsenic levels in well waters in
parts of India where previously
arsenic hazard was gencrally
not considered to be a major
CONCETT.

Arsenic in drinking water
obtained from wells is the cause
of severe health outcomes,
including premature deaths
from cancers and cardiovas-
cular disease in many parts of
the world and particularty in
the Indian subcontinent, the
researchers said.

Based on recent reported
rates of household ground-
water use for rural and urban
areas, they estimate that about

18 30 million people in India
are currently at risk of high
exposure to arsenic through
their drinking water supply.

The researchers, including
BiswajitChakravorty, a senior
scientist at NIH in Bihar, have
constructed a prediction model
focused solely on India.

The new hazard model,

published in the International
Journal for Environmental
Research and Public Health,
can be used to inform prioriti-
sation of groundwater quality
testing and environmental pub-
lic health tracking programs.
Their model confirms the
known high probability of find-
ing hazardous high arsenic well

waters in northern India in the
river basins of the Ganges and
Brahmaputra.

The maodel also finds an ele-
vated probability of high arse-
nic well waters in other Indian
areas, where previously arsenic
hazard was generally not con-
sidered to be a major concern
-- 50 much so that in many of
these areas well water arsenic is
not routinely checked.

These areas include parts of
south-west and central India
and are mostly areas underlain
by sediments and sedimentary
rocks, the researchers said.

The study suggests follow
up to help better define spe-
cific areas in which action is
required to reduce adverse
public health outcomes from
drinking high arsenic well
waters.

The researchers also high-

light the importance of system-
atic testing of hazards, not just
in known high hazard areas,
but also through random sam-
pling of all wells used for drink-
ing water.

The researchers admit-
ted that there are known and
Important limitations to this
kind of modelling approach.

The model is based largely
on satellite-derived data and so
is less reliable for deeper wells
and it does not consider varia-
tions of well water arsenic with
time, they said

Also, the arsenic content of
well waters is known to change
massively over very short dis-
tances, so for a particular well,
the model will never be a better
substitute for a good chemical
analysis of the water produced
from that well, according to the
researchers.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE
Millennium Post 16-October-2020

7 people die in rain-related
incidents in Maharashtra

Flood situation in Karnataka grim with several areas inundated due to torrential rains

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Four persons
were swept away in a swollen
stream in Maharashtra's Pune
and over 20,000 people were
moved to safer places in three
districts of the state witness-
ing heavy showers for the past
two days, even as the flood
situation in Karnataka wors-
ened on Thursday with several
areas inundated due to torren-
tial rains and release of water
from major dams.

Noting that the low pres-
sure over south-central Maha-
rashtra and south Konkan is
likely to move over the Arabian
Sea and intensify into a depres-
sion in the next 48 hours, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) on Thursday said
under the influence of this
cyclonic circulation, heavy
rains are expected over the ghat
areas of Maharashtra, Konkan
and south Gujarat during the
next two days.

In Karnataka, Yadgir, Rai-
chur, Ballari, Bidar, Vijayapura,
Bagalkote, Belagavi, Dakshina
Kannada, Udupi, Uttara Kan-
nada, Gadag, Koppal, Haveri
and Dharwad were the worst
affected due to floods. Accord-
ing to the Karnataka State
Natural Disaster Management
Centre, the floodgates of all the
major dams have been opened
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Water of the Krishna River overflows from Khodshi Dam following heavy rains, in Karad, Maharashtra

resulting in water gushing
into villages and formation of
islands at different places.

According to sources in the
Karnataka Disaster Manage-
ment Authority, as many as 515
animals lost their lives while
4,782 people have been shifted
to 36 relief camps opened by
the district administration.
This is the third wave of floods
in the state in the past three
months.

Karnataka Chief Minister
B S Yediyurappa on Thursday

said he will hold a review meet-
ing with administrations of dis-
tricts that have been affected
by torrential rain and floods,
and that necessary funds were
being released for taking up
relief work.

Meanwhile, -Pune, Sola-
pur, Sangli, Satara and Kolha-
pur in western Maharashtra are
witnessing heavy showers for
the past two days. Officials said
at least 27 people have died in
rain-related incidents in Sola-
pur, Sangli and Pune districts

while over 20,000 people have
been evacuated to safer places
in these three districts.

State capital Mumbai too
witnessed water-logging in
many areas after overnight
rains on Thursday. In Pune,
four people died after getting
swept away in a swollen stream
at Khanota in Daund teh-
sil, while one person was still
missing. Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
also chaired a review meeting
and asked state administration,

Army, Navy and Air Force to
be on high alert to tackle any
emergency arising out of heavy
rains and flood-like situation in
parts of western Maharashtra
and Marathwada.

In a statement, the Chief
Minister's Office (CMO)
saidthat National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF)
teams have been stationed in
Osmanabad, Solapur, Pandhar-
purand Baramati. The Disaster
Response Force (DRF) teams
were working continuously to
normalise the situation in the
city. In the state, around 44,000
people were put up in 64 relief
camps and 45,000 food packets
were provided.

On the expected rainfall,
the IMD said "Light to mod-
erate rainfall at most places
with heavy to very heavy falls
at isolated places would occur
over Konkan and Goa and
adjoining ghat areas of Maha-
rashtra. Extremely heavy falls
(more than 20 cm per day) are
also likely over south Konkan
and adjoining ghat areas of
Maharashtra."

Strong winds with speed
reaching 25-35 kmph, gusting
to 45 kmph, are likely to prevail
over east central and northeast
Arabian Sea and along and off
Mabharashtra, Goa and south
Gujarat coasts during next 12
hours, the IMD said.
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h0 died in rains, flash floods in T'gana;
state suffered over Rs 5K cr loss: CM

OUR CORRESPONDENT

HYDERABAD: At least 50
people died in the torren-
tial rains and flash floods in
Telangana in the last few days,
the state government said on
Thursday. Eleven of the deaths
were reported from the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corpo-
ration (GHMC) area, officials
said at a review meeting held
by Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao, an official
release said.

Citing preliminary esti-
mates, Rao said the state suf-
fered losses to the tune of over
Rs 5,000 crore in the heavy
rains that led to flooding of
several low-lying areas on
Wednesday with the state cap-
ital being the worst hit.

He has written to Prime
Minister Narednra Modi urg-
ing him to release Rs 1,350
crore immediately for relief
and rehabilitation works, the
release added.

At the review meeting, Rao
instructed the officials con-
cerned to take up relief mea-
sures on a war footing to the
people who are facing trouble
due to heavy rains and flash
floods. He said that in the sub-
merged areas, rice, pulses and
other essential commodities,
food and three Quilts per house
should be distributed from the
government side. The CM
announced immediate finan-
cial assistance of Rs 5 Crore
to the GHMC for the relief
works under the Hyderabad
city limits.

He also announced that it

7 &
1

was decided to pay Rs 5 Lakh
as compensation each to the
members of the deceased fam-
ilies. The CM said for those
whose houses were completely
destroyed, new houses would
be built and for those partially
damaged financial assistance
would be given for the repairs.
The CM clarified that those
houses which were built on
Nalas (Drains) were washed
away in floodwaters and the
new houses would be built on
a government land. The CM
instructed that water should
be drained out of the low-
lying areas and cellars of the
apartments on a war footing
and power supply should be
restored.

The CM was very particu-
lar that power supply should
not be given where there is still
water in the low-lying areas
and in the cellars as it would
be dangerous. Even if it means
inconvenience for a day or
two, power supply should be
restored only after draining the

water. The CM urged people to
cooperate in this matter.

The CM observed that if the
flood situation in Hyderabad
examined, it showed that the
colonies built within the FTL
limits were flooded. People are
facing problems due to water
entering the Cellars of their
apartments. Adequate mea-
sures should have taken while
constructing the apartment to
ensure that water did not stag-
nate in the cellars.

The CM instructed that
henceforth while giving per-
missions to apartments, there
should be a regulation that
measures should be put in
place to prevent water stag-
nation in the cellars, The CM
suggested the use of Metro
Water Works and Fire Ser-
vices help to drain the water
out. Rao also instructed the
Electricity department officials
to make plans to remove the
high-tension cables over the
houses as they may prove to be
dangerous.
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