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DJB: City faces
water crisis in
festive season

New Delhi: The city's ongo-
ing water supply problem
may snowball into a big cri-
sis this festive season, the
Dalhi Jal Board (DJB) fears.
Senior officials warn if the
twin troubles — low supply
from the Yamuna and the pr-
ogressive reduction in water
from the Upper Ganga canal
— persist, the city will face
larger water supply cuts as
wemove towards Dussehra,
More than a guarter of
Delhi's water supply comes
from the canal which feeds
both the Bhagirathi and So-
nia Vihar treatment plants,
reports Paras Singh. “In-
stead of 265MGD (million
gallon per day), the canal is
supplyingonly 1000MGD due
to annual maintenance wo-
rk. The water we are recei-
ving will stop in three to fo-
urdays,” an official said.
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KTR deputes 80 officers for rescue

80 colonies, 54 aparlments shl mundated as IMII wams heaw rains for 3 days

MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 19

With the Indian Meteor-
ological Department (IMD)
predicting heavy rainfall in
the next three days, K.T.
Rama Rao, municipal admi-
nistration and urban devel-
opment (MA&UD) minis-
ter, has said 80 special offi-
cers have been deployed in
the GHMC limits and
adjoining municipalities
for taking up rescue and
relief measures.

He said that all other offi-
cial operations have been
suspended and the GHMC
will focus only on pre-disas-
ter, disaster and relief and
rehabilitation measures,

Eighty colonies and 54
apartment complexes are
still inundated, and 164
electric transformers are
vet to be fixed. The south-
ern part of the city, espe-
cially Charminar and LB
Nagar zones are the worst-
affected.

In view of the IMD's rain
warning, the government is
on high alert, and has alert-
ed the Army and National
Disaster Response Force to
be on standby.

The minister said that the
state government had spent
over T60 crore so far and
another 2670 crore will be

locality in Hyderabad.

Resnients of Lenin Nagar vacate their houses after the recent rains flooded the entlre

— P. SURENDRA

| PAGE 3 | POWER FIRMS WANT METERS OUT OF CELLARS

spent for relief and rescue.
This is only a preliminary
estimation of the losses and
it is expected to increase
further. Rama Rao said the
state government has sub-
mitted a preliminary esti-
mate of loss suffered due to
heavy rains in the GHMC

area and in the rest of
Telangana state to the
Centre, He sought an imme-
diate assistance of 21,350
crore from the Centre.
Speaking to the media,
Rama Rao, who has toured
the flood-hit areas over the
past week, said that Chief

Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao had specifically inst-
ructed that action be taken
to prevent loss of life first,
as property damage can be
recovered or compensated.

M Page 2: Present focus on
rescuing people: KTR

<1 LAKH EACH FOR
RAIN RAVAGED
HOUSES: KCR

S.A.ISHAQUI I DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 19

Chief Minister K. Chandr-
ashekar Rao on Monday
announced a 2550 cr finan-
cial package to provide
immediate relief to people
residing in flood-affected
areas of the GHMC and sur-
rounding municipalities.

The government will pay
210,000 to each affected poor
family in the low-lying
areas. An ex gratia of 1
lakh has been announced
for each house which has
been fully damaged by the
rains and floods, and
50,000 for each partially-
damaged house.

Announcing this, the
Chief  Minister  said,
“People living in slums in
low-lying areas, have suf-
fered a lot because of the
heaviest rains in 100 years.
It is the government's pri-
mary responsibility to help
them.”

= Page 2: Restore roads on
war footing: CM



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Indian Express 20-October-2020

o is talkin
about the floods?

Every year, the waters wreak destruction in Seemanchal; this year, the govt

was accused of being ill-prepared. But, “elections are fought on other issues”

WALIAHMAD
KOCHADHAMAN, BAHADURGANJ, OCT 19

THERE IS an early morning rush over a small
bridge that serves as asingle-lane link between
district headquarters Kishanganj and its four
Vidhan 5abha constituencies in this northern
partof the Seemanchal region, Small vanscar-
rying vegetables, to heavy trucks and daily
commuters,all are jostling tocross the bridge.

Several rickety bridges like this make com-
munication a little easier in most of the 802 vil-
lages of the district. But floods every year cut
off and sweep away roads. The soil embank-
mentof the Mahananda riveris not enough to
contain the ravaging waters, says 60-year-old
Jogi Rai, who runs asmall teastall at the Mauja
Rari Chat of the river.

Rai, whose left leg was amputated after an
accident last year, says landless people like him
are at the mercy of the rver. Once flood water
enters, we are pushed onto the road, he says.

In Bahadurganj town of Kishanganj district,
a paan stall cvwner who declines to reveal his
name says floods should be an important is-
sue in this election given the scale of devasta-
tion they leave every year. “But noone is both-
ered to talk about this. Ekections here are fought
on other emnotive issues,” he says,

Floods eartier thisyear had submerged the
paddy fields on either side of the road from

Kishanganj to Thakurganj. Mujibur Rahman,
47, of Tengarmari village, says he has seen this
happen many times. “Those who lose homes
take refuge on this road.”

According toan Angust 27 bulletin released
by the state Water Resources Department,
83.62 lakh people were affected in 16 districts
ofthestate in the floods, including Kishanganj.

Tithya village in Amour Assembly con-
stituency, represented by Congress MLA Jaleel
Mastan, has over 40 Mallah {fishermen) fami-
lhes. Hermnan Kumar Das, 45, says thevillage had
been uprooted by the Mahananda river, “Most
ofthe villagers have now shifted to safer areas,”
says Das, whoteaches atagovernment school

“Floods have increased in these parts after
2016 when a barrage on the Teesta river was
built. The Farakka barrage in neighbouring
West Bengal also contributes, while siltation
has reduced the depth of the river, increasing
chancesoffloods,” says Haji Abdus Subhan, the
RJD MLA from Baisi seat,

Since 2000, the five Vidhan Sabhaseats un-
der Kishanganj Lok Sabha constituency have
been represented either by the Congress, R]D
orJO{U), The BJP had won the Bahadurganj and
Thakurganj seats in the post-Babri Masjid
demolition election of 1995,

Sanjay [ha, Bihar Minister for Water Resour-
ces, saysthe total area affected by annual floods
inthe Seemanchal region is 520 lakh hectares,
“Every year, heavy rains in Nepal and West
Bengal innundate the lowdand of Seemanchal
The rainwater flows down through varous
tributaries like Balson, Chenga, Mechi, Donk,

Kanlai, Noona, Bakra, Khadam, Kisley, Burhi,
Rajai and Lohendra,” says Jha,

In 2010, CM Nitish Kumar had inaugurated
the Mahananda Basin Project at Paranpur in
Katihar district, another region in Seemanchal
affected by floods. The river and ather rvulets
criss-cross the district. Fortification of the
Mahananda was the focus of the project, and
Jha says this will help contain the floods.

“The work of the Mahananda river flood
management scheme will be completed in five
phases. The first phase work initiated by the

m—

[Above) At a lood-relief camp in Patna.
This year's floods left 83.62 lakh people
in 16 districts affected; Jogi Rai at his
tea stall. ANI, Wali Ahmad

Mahananda

BasinProject Bahadurgan

(M wasstarted in the year 2010and completed
in 2013, The land acquisition is in progress for
the second phase,” [ha says,

Haowewver, Congress MLA Mastan, who ar-
#ues that floods also help enrich the soil and
improvecrop yield, says they won't let the proj-
ect beimplermented inthe region. Accusing the
sovernment of having “no plan.atall”, Mastan
adds, “The Mahananda project proposes to
build the ermbankment 1 km from the river-
bank. It will uproot at least 50 villages and ap-
proximately 1 lakh people.”
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Will give Rs 10,000 aid
to flood-hit poor in
low-lying areas: KCR

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD,OCTOBER19

BRIEFSPELLS of rain in Hyderabad
have putthe atyontheedge, even
as Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao Monday
evening announced Rs 10,000 as
immediate relief to flood-hit poor
families in low-lying areas.
“Hyderabad has experienced
heavy rain that it has not experi-
enced in the last 100 years. Due to
heavy rain and flash floods, peo-
ple, especially the poor, have suf-
fered alot. Itis the primary respon-
sibility of the government to help
them. Hence, we have decided to
extend Rs 10,000 help to each af-
fected household of the poorin
low-lying areas,” the CM said.
Rao said people lost essential
commodities and the cash assis-
tance would help them make im-
mediate purchases. He instructed
the Hyderabad, Ranga Reddy and
Medchal-Malkajgiri district col-
lectors to send officials to start dis-

CM also
announced
financial aid
for damaged
houses

tributing the funds from Tuesday
morning. He also instructed Chief
Secretary Somesh Kumar to mon-
itor the distribution programme
by setting up 200-250 teams.
The CM also announced that
all the houses which were com-
pletely damaged in the rains and
floods would be given an assis-
tance of Rs 1 lakh each, while par-
tially damaged houses would be
given Rs 50,000 each. To help the
poor, the government is releasing
Rs 550 crore immediately to the
Municipal  Administration
Department, he announced.
Raoalsodirected all ministers,
MLAs, corporators, along with the
Hyderabad mayor and deputy
mayorand TRS leaders to actively
participate in the relief efforts.
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|: Swift Action :l

Rs 550 cr for flood relief

CM instructs authorities to take up relief operations immediately, provide financial assistance to the needy

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao on Monday
announced a financial pack-
age of Rs 550 crore to pro-
vide immediate relief to
people residing in flood-af-
fected areas of Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs), including
GHMC and its surrounding
municipalities. The funds
also have been released to
the Municipal Administra-
tion Department.

The authorities have been
instructed to implement the
relief operations from Tues-
day onwards and provide fi-
nancial assistance to the
needy immediately.

Accordingto arelease, the
Chief Minister observed that
peopleresiding in inundated
areas had suffered severe
hardships after rainwater
entered their homes and

Going All Out

® GovttoprovideRs1lakh | @ ExgratiaofRs5 | @ Elect

i lakheachalready | i
announcedtokin | @ CM gives clarion callto TRS cadre
i toparticipate in relief operations,

each for completely
collapsed houses

® Each partially
damaged house will

get Rs 50,000 I ® Urges industrialists, traders,

® Re10.000 a0 in GHMC and business establishments and

hflood-hit Fami neighbouring others to donate generously
eachtioog-hit family municipalities to the CMRF

of 33 persons
who died in rain
related incidents

ed representatives told to actively
th Ives in relief operations

extend help to flood hit

Q The financial support to the flood-affected should be
provided on a saturation basis till every family
which had suffered losses is covered. People

should also come forward and register themselves
with the authorities concerned for financial help
— K CHANDRASHEKHAR RAO, Chief Minister

damaged their essential
commodities. As part of the
financial package, he an-
nounced that the State gov-
ernment would provide Rs1
lakh each for completely col-
lapsed houses and Rs 50,000
each for partially damaged

houses. A financial assis-
tance of Rs 10,000 will be
provided to each flood-af-
fected family as part of the
relief operations, The State
government had already an-
nounced an ex gratia of Rs 5
lakh each to the bereaved

families of around 33 per-
sons who lost their lives due
to heavy rains in GHMC and
neighbouring municipalities.

Rao instructed the offi-
cials to restore normalcy by
taking up repair and restora-
tion of damaged roads and

TN, MEIL ANNOUNCE
Rs 10 CR AID EACH

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
EdappadiK Palaniswami
and Megha Engineering and
Infrastructures Limited
(MEIL) on Monday donated
Rs 10 crore each to the

CMRF for the flood-hit
Telangana. Palani also ap-
preciated his Telangana
counterpart K Chan-
drashekhar Rao for his effi-
cient and quick handling of
the disaster.

(REPORT PAGE 5)

other infrastructure on a
war-footing. He pointed out
that this was the highest
rainfall in Hyderabad city in
the last 100 years, adversely
affecting the lives of pecple
especially the poor and
slum-dwellers. (SFEPAGE2)
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‘Cloudbursts will flood any city’

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

With Hyderabad recording
its second highest annual
average rainfall since 1916
and weather officials pre-
dicting morerains, the State
government is taking up all
possible measures to pre-
vent the loss of life and to in-
tensify relief activities,
MA&UD Minister KT Rama
Rao said, Such cloudbursts
and heavy rainfall would
flood any city in the world,
he added.

Addressing a press con-
ference here on Monday, the
Minister said with two more
months to go, there was

Mission mode

GOVT SPENT OVER Rs 60 cr ON FLOOD
RELIEF; ANOTHER Rs 670 cr TO BE SPENT

© KTRthanks TN government for extending Rs 10 er aid

© 80 special officers deployed in GHMC, neighbouring .
municipalities for rescue and relief measures :

© Except for relief measures, all other
services suspended in GHMC

« Till date, 33 died due to heavy rai

in GHMC and neighbouring munic|

every possibility of this year
ending up in the record
bocks as the one that re-
ceived the highest rainfall in
Hyderabad’s history. The
city had received its highest
rainfall of 142 cmin a yearin
1916 while the average rain-

fall recorded this year so far
was 120 cm — against the
regular average of 78 cm.
“When there is such a
cloudburst, even global
cities get flooded. Similar
situations prevail in Mum-
bai, Chennai, Bengaluru and

even Dallas and New York.
Nothing rmich can be done,”
Rao said, countering criti-
cism from a few quarters on
social media on the prevail-
ing conditions in the city
and pointing out that urban
flooding was an emerging
concern world over,

As for the precautionary
measures being put in place,
the Minister said 80 special
officers had been deployed
in Greater Hyderabad and
neighbouring municipalities
for taking up rescue and re-
lief measures. “These offi-
cials would be monitoring
relief measures for the next
15 days,” he said.

(SFF PAGE 2)

River Manjira swells below Saloora inter-State bridge. Due to heavy inflows from
Mizamsagar project, Mallavagu and other streams of the river are in spate in
Mizamabad.
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Heavy rain alert
for four more days

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

Even as several parts of Hy-
derabad continued to reel
under the impact of the
weekend rains, with many
areas still inundated, moder-
ate to heavy rainfall contin-
ued in different places across
the State on Monday.
Weather officials warned of
heavy rains for the next four
days as well.

In Hyderabad till 7 pm,
Khairatabad recorded the
maximum rainfall of 26 mm,
followed by Rukatpally (25.8
mm), Qutbullahpur (253
mm) and Uppal (24.5 mm),
according to the Telangana
State Development Planning

Till 7 pm on Monday,
Khairatabad recorded
maximum rainfall of
26 mm in Hyderabad,
followed by
Kukatpally (25.8 mm)

Society (TSDPS). Across the
State, districts including Nal-
gonda, Wanaparthy, Ma-
habubnagar, Suryapet and
Nagarkunool registered
moderate to heavy rainfall on
Monday. During the last 24
hours, the highest rainfall of
66,6 mm was recorded at
Nennal in Mancherial.

(SEE PAGE 2)
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TN extends T10-cr
to rain-hit TS

Governor Tamilisai, KCR express
gratitude for liberal assistance

Hans NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

THE Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has announced
Bs 10-crore financial as-
sistance to the flood-af-
fected families in Telan-
gana and Hyderabad city.

TN Chief Minister E
Palaniswami in a letter
to Telangana Chief Min-
ister K Chandrasekhar
Bao expressed concern
over the extensive dam-
age to the property and
loss of lives that had
taken place on account
of huge rains.

Palaniswami said that
quick and efficient han-
dling of the disaster and
the response of the state
government in providing
relief and rescue opera-
tions had helped in miti-
gating the problems of
the people.

“At this difficult time,
on behalf of the govern-
ment and people of
Tamil Nadu, I convey my
heartfelt condolences to
the familv members of

all those who have lost
their lives in the rains
and floods,” he said.

As a token of support
and solidarity of the gov-
ernment and people of
Tamil Nadu with the
government and people
of Telangana in their
hour of need, he said, his
government was con-
tributing Ks 10 crore
from the Chief Minis-
ter's Public Relief Fund
to the Government of
Telangana. He further
said that they would
send blankets and mats
as relief material to the
affected families and as-
sured of all help if Telan-
gana government wants.

Telangana Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan
and the Chief Minister
thanked Palaniswamifor
the assistance. The Gov-
ernor tweeted, "1 thank
you for sharing and in-
quiring about the con-
cerns of the Telangana
brothers and sisters af-
fected by the flood in Hy-
derabad.”
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