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Spurt in ammonia level, water supply to be hit

New Delhi: Water supply is
likely to be hit in several parts
of Delhion Friday morning.
“Due to closure of the Upp-
er Ganga canal for annual ma-
intenanceandarecent spurt in
ammonia level in the Yamuna,
water will be supplied at low
pressure in the morning hours

on Friday"” a senior Delhi Jal
Board official said.

Vasant Kunj, Mehrauli,
Greater Kailash, South Exten-
sion, Lodhi Road, Kaka Nagar
and adjoining areas may be af-
fected in the south Delhi. Other
east Delhi localities where wa-
ter supply is likely to be low in-

clude East Dilshad Garden,
Nand Nagari, Shahdara, Lax-
miNagar, Geeta Colony, Mayur
Vihar, Gandhi Nagar and Vi-
vek. Vihar, The localities that
may be impacted in the northe-
ast Delhi include Gokulpuri,
Sonia Vihar, Karawal Nagar
and Babarpur,

Deccan Chronicle 30-October-2020

SEEMA PROJECT
NEEDS GREEN
NOD, SAYS NGT

D. SIVA RAMI
REDDI | DC
KURNOOL, OCT. 29

The National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) Southern
Zone, directed the AP
government not to pro-
ceed with the proposed
Ravalaseema lift irriga-
tion project (RLIP) with-
out submitting the
detailed project report
hefore the Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB). The Union min-
istry of Jal Shakti had
given this direction as it
would impact sharing of
Krishna waters between
Telangana and AP.

[rrigation plan requires
EC, says green tribunal

From page 1

Pronouncing the judgment
on Thursday — the orders
were reserved on Septe-
mber 3 — on the applica-
tion filed by one Gavinolla
Srinivas, the NGT said it
had prima-facie found that
there is a component of
irrigation envisaged in the
project, which requires
prior environmental clear-
ance (EC). Without this, the
state government is not
entitled to proceed with the
project,

The Tribunal bench, hea-
ded by Justice K. Rama-
krishna (judicial member)
and Sibal Dasgupta (Expert

member), weighed the con-
tentions raised by the
Telangana state govern-
ment which argued that the
existing project passes
through a wildlife sanctu-
ary and some protected eco-
sensitive zones, If there is
any expansion by prov-
iding additional canals or
widening the canal, it could
affect those areas and fur-
ther appraisal on those
aspects would be required.

The NGT further said that
this will change the man-
ner in which water will
have to be lifted even as the
project shed the gravity
method for the lift pumping
systen.




EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI.OCTOBER 29

THE CENTRE Thursday approved
aRs 10,211-crore project—to be
funded mostly via external
sources—to strengthen around
700dams across the country over

aperiod of ten years.
The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Cabinet

Committee on Economic Affairs
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

After the meeting, Union Jal
Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat told the media:
“Almost 80 per centof these dams
are over 25 years of age... a scien-
tific approach is needed for the
maintenance and operation of
these dams at present.”

The major chunk of financing
forthe project will come from ex-
ternal agencies such as the World

Bank and Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank.

“The share of external funding
is Rs 7,000 crore of the total proj-
ectcost,and balance Rs 3 211 crore
is to be borne by the concerned
Implementing Agencies(1As). The
contribution of  Central
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Centre nod to Rs 10,000-cr
project to strengthen dams

Union ministers Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and Prakash
Javadekar at a press conference in New Delhi, Thursday. pri

Government is Rs 1,024 crore as
loan hability and Rs 285 crore as
counterpart funding for Central
Component,” said the statement.

The “comprehensive rehabili-
tation of 736 existing dams”
across the country will be carried

out under two phases.

“The project will be imple-
mented over a period of 10 years
duration in two phases, each of six
years duration with two years
overlapping from April, 2021 to
March, 2031," said a statement on
the Dam Rehabilitation and

Improvement Project (DRIP)
Phase Il and Phase I11. The first
phase of the programme was
started in 2012; 223 dams were
covered under this phase.

Ethanol prices hiked

The Union Cabinet Thursday
also raised ethanol procurement
prices for state-owned oil marlet-
ing companies by 4.4%-6.1% de-
pending on the raw material they
use for ethanol production.
Ethanol is blended with petrol to
reduce carbon emissions and im-

port dependence.

The CCEA raised prices of
ethanol from sugar from Rs 59.48
per litre to Rs 62 25/ litre. The price
of ethanol derived from 'C' heavy
molasseswasincreased byRs 1.94
to Rs 45.69 and that of ‘B” heavy
molasses was raised by Rs
3.34/litre to Rs 57.61 litre. These
revised prices will apply to the
supply of ethanol to public sector
oil marketing companies for
2020-21 Ethanol Supply Year
from Dec 2020 -Nov 2021.

“This move will benefit farm-
ers and sugar mills” said
Javadelkar. Higher ethanol prices
will help farmers get their arrears
from sugar mills sooner, he said.

Move to boost jute
demand

The CCEA decided that 100%
of foodgrains and 20% of sugar
produced in the country must be
packed in diversified jute bags.

Information and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash avadekar said:
“Thisis a big decision to boost the
demand of jutein years to come...
with this guarantee of the govern-
ment and with rising import du-
ties on the imported jute, the
farmers will benefit.”
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Cabinet nod to programme for improving dams

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, OCT 29

The Union Cabinet on
Thursday approved the
second and third phases of
the Dam Rehabilitation
and Improvement Project
(Drip), which will initially
cover 19 states, with an
outlay of 10,211 crore. It
entails funding physical
rehabilitation of impor-
tant dams as well as capac-
ity building of dam opera-
tors in order to ensure the
availability of trained and

skilled manpower for their
better operation.
According to official
sources, the programme
will run for 10 years and
will be implemented in
two phases. They added
that in order to carry for-
ward the momentum
gained through the ongo-
ing Drip and expand it ver-
tically and horizontally,
the new scheme DRIP
phase II, cofinanced by
World Bank (WB) and
Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB)

' THE DRIP will initially
cover 19 states, with an
outlay of 10,211 crore,
The programme will run
for 10 years and will be
implemented in two
phases,

with $250 million each,
covers large dams in 19
states of the country.

This scheme is especial-
Iy focused on mitigating
the risks of dam failure
and ensuring the safety of
people, riverine ecology

and property located
downstream of these
selected dams, through
structural as well as non-
structural Measures,
India ranks third globally
after China and the United
States of America, with
5,33 large dams in opera-
tion. In addition, about 411
dams are under construe-
tion at present. There are
also  several thousand
smaller dams. These dams
are vital for ensuring the
water security of the
country. Indian dams and

reservoirs play an impor-
tant role in the economic
and agricultural growth of
our country by storing
approximately 300 billion
cubic meter of water
annually,

The programme will
enable states and dam
owners to extend these
safety protocols and activi-
ties beyond the selected
dams to all other dams
within their jurisdiction,
overall enhancing the cul-
ture of dam safety in the
country.
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Cabinet nod to programme for
maintaining, improving 736 dams

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Union
Cabinet on Thursday approved
a project to ensure mainte-
nance and improvement of
736 dams in 19 states in the
next 10 years.

Jal Shakti Minister Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat told
reporters at a cabinet briefing
here that phases two and three
of the dam rehabilitation and
improvement programme will
be completed under a 10-year
plan at a total cost of Rs 10,211
crore.

"The project will be imple-
mented in two phases, each
of six-year duration with two
years overlapping from Apri],
2021 to March, 2031," the

]al Shakti Ministry said in a
statement.

Providing details, Shekha-
wat said the first phase of the
programme was launched in
2012. It ended in 2020 under
which 223 dams in seven states
were included.

Eighty per cent of the
amount under the plan will be
funded by the World Bank and
another organisation.

"The share of external fund-
ing is Rs 7,000 crore of the total
project cost, and balance Rs
3,211 crore is to be borne by
the concerned Implementing
Agencies (IAs). The contribu-
tion of central government is
Rs 1,024 crore as loan liabil-
ity and Rs 285 crore as coun-
terpart funding for central
component,” the Jal Shakti
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Ministry said.

Asked which dams will be
taken up first for rehabilitation,
maintenance and improve-
ment, the minister said since

the ownershlp of the dams is
with the states, they will priori-
tise and send their proposals.

The plan also involves rein-
forcement, reconstruction and
capacity building of the exist-
ing dams.

A separate programme for
the training of officers in this
regard is already on.

The second and third phase
of the Dam Rehabilitation and
Irrigation Purpose (DRIP)
envisages to improve the safety
and performance of selected
existing dams and associated
appurtenances in a sustainable
manner, and strengthen the
dam safety institutional setup
in participating states as well
as at the central level, the Jal
Shakti Ministry said.

It also envisages to explore

the alternative incidental
means at a few of selected dams
to generate the incidental rev-
enue for sustainable operation
and maintenance of dams, it
added.

During the Cabinet meet-
ing, the prime minister also
approved a proposal for spend-
ing four per cent of the total
amount of the project for
building tourism-based activ-
ities, including water tourism
at the existing dams.

India is third in the world
after China and the US to have
big dams.

India has a total of 5,334 big
dams and 411 dams are under
construction.

Eighty per cent of the exist-
ing dams are more than 25
years old with some 100-year-
old dams also functional,
which require serious main-
tenance, reinforcement and
capacity building as they were
built using older technology.
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1.1 lakh houses
to get piped
water supply

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

CHIEF Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami inaugurated the
scheme of providing piped wa-
ter supply to 1.10 lakh houses in
1,143 remote villages in Salem
district at a cost of ¥118.46
crore. He launched it through
video conference from the Sec-
retariat on Wednesday.

An official release said that
under the Jal Jeevan Mission,
as many as 5,71,683 houses in
Salem district would be given
piped water supply by 2022-23.
Now, the first phase has been
commenced by the Chief Min-
ister. Steps have been taken to
provide piped water supply to
87,583 houses in 649 remote vil-
lages which fall under 321 vil-
lage panchayats in Salem dis-
trict during the current
financial year. During the next
financial year, it has been
planned to provide piped water
supply to 1.90 lakh houses in
1,779 remote villages.
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Hi-tech gadgets to
help clean Ganga

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Uttar Pradesh

Government has chalked
out a ¥10 crore plan to cleanse
the Ganga Ghats in the State
with the help of CCTVs and
state-of-the art gadgets.

The cleaning and moni-
toring plan will be executed in
phases, with work to be first
rolling out from religious
hotspot Kashi. Around 200
CCTVs and best of state-of-
the-art gadgets will be
deployed to cleanse and mon-
itor sanitation work at the
ghats which are thronged by
thousands of devotees every
day.

The officials posted at the
Ganga Namami Department
of the Yogi Government will
monitor the activities sitting
in their offices in Lucknow
through the computers con-
nected with the 200 CCTVs
installed on the Ghats.

“The 200 CCTV cameras
to monitor the safety and
cleanliness of the Ghats will be
directly connected to the com-
puters of officials associated
with the Namami Gange
project at Lucknow, the capi-
tal of the State,” said an offi-
cial from the State
Government.

The task is in keeping

ghats in Yogi's UP

with the promise made by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and State Chief Minister
Yogi who have promised to
make Ganga incessant and
clean.

Not only the ghats, efforts
are already being undertaken
to keep cleanse the con-
stituency of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi so as to make
it a role model.

For executing this mam-
moth task, the UP
Government has already start-
ed the process of selection of
an agency.

This time along with
cleaning workers, modern
machines will also be
deployed on the Ghats.

The waste released from
the Ganga Ghats will be col-
lected into these machines to
be recycled to ensure that the
garbage does not again flow
into the water and spoil ghat
on the bank of the river.

After 79 ghats of Kashi,
the Namami Gange depart-
ment is also working on a plan
to rejuvenate the cleaning sys-
tem of 19 ghats of Prayagraj,
20 in Bithur, 21 of Kanpur
Nagar, 27 ghats of Mathura
and Vrindavan. “With the
completion of the job at Kashi,
work will be started at other
ghats as well,” said the official.
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