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Parts of south, east, NE
Delhi face water problem

New Delhi: Parts of south,
east and northeast Delhi,
which are in the catchment
areas of the Bhagirathi and
Sonia Vihar water treatment
plants, faced a shortage of wa-
ter on Friday A spike in the
ammonia levels in the Yamu-
na water coming from Harya-
na and stoppage of water in
the Upper Gangacanal, which
is undergoing annual mainte-
nance, led toa crisis inthe city

However, by Friday eve.
ning, Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
zaid that both plants had re-
sumed 70% operations and

UNTREATED WASTE WOES

A

residents in areas like Vasant

releases untreated industrial
effluents into river for problem

assured that the supply wo-
uld be normal by Saturday
MOrning. ™y

»Continued on P 11
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Seema farmers fear NGT
stay may block water

D. SIVA RAMI
REDDI | DC
KURNOOL, OCT. 30

With the National Gre-
en Tribunal (NGT) mak-
ing environment cleara-
nce mandatory for the
Rayalaseema Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme (RLIS), irr-
igation officials feel im-
plementation of the
project could be delayed.
There is, however, a
chance that the Krishna
River Management
Board (KEMB), after
examining the NGT
order in detail, may con-
form to earlier assur-
ances of Ministry of Jal
Shakti, which said there
is no need for environ-
ment clearance, as RLIS
is not a new project, the
officials maintained.
Siddeshwaram Sadh-
ana Samithi president
Kamanur Venugopal
Reddy said the NGT
judgment has under-
mined hopes of farmers

DASARATH REDDY
took the position that if
RLIS in AP is delayed,
the Palamur-
Rangareddy project in
Telangana must accord-
ingly be stuc‘:lped from
going ahead.

not only in Kurnool, but
also Kadapa and Nellore
districts. He claimed
that Krishna waters to
Rayalaseema for drink-
ing and irrigation needs
is mandated under the

Bachawat Award and
several other agree.
ments.

However, as RLIS is
getting into controver-
sies, Venugopal Reddy
referred to the central
government's nod for
Somasila-Sidde-
shwaram bridge across
Krishna River He sug-
gested that instead of
just a bridge, a bridge-
cum-barrage could be
constructed to  help

Rayalaseema farmers to
get Krishna water and
also reduce the burden
on Srisailam Reservoir
Rayalaseema  Sagu-
neeti Sadhana Samithi
president Baijja
Dasarath Reddy mean-
while felt that environ-
mental clearance is not
a big issue, as RLIS
could pass the test easi-
Iy The detailed project
report (DPR) sought for
the scheme is nothing
but a deliberate tactic to
delay the project,
Dasarath Reddy took
the position that if RLIS
in AP is delayed, the
Palamur-Rangareddy
project in Telangana
must accordingly be
stopped from going
ahead. To avoid this, the
Rayalaseema Saguneeti
Sadhana Samithi chief
said chief ministers of
both AP and TS should
meet and find a political
solution to speed up th-
eir respective projects.
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There’s plenty of rain, but are we saving water?

KV NAVYA @Chennai

IF the horrors of acute water shortage still haunts
you, then, this is the right to time to spruee up rain-
water harvesting structures and maintain the exist-
ing ones, says expert. As the Northeast monsoon sets
in,Sekhar Raghavan, a rainwater harvesting expert,
said, * People must understand the importance of
installing the RWH structures. [ think the awareness
has set in as last year during the drought, I got at
least 15-20 calls a day, enquiring about the RWH facili-
ties.” He further added that recharge wells are a bet-
ter option than percolation pits. “Percolation pitisa
hole dug into the ground that allows water to flow in
through a pipe. These work for a year or two as the
pipes clog and stop working. It is not possible to clean
these pits,” he said. Holding capacity of
a recharge wells is more and they can
be cleaned too. A 3 diameter 15 feet

deep well comes around 15,000,

A quick fix

For those living in rented houses and

looking for a cheaper option, Day-

anand Krishnan, a resident of Chitlapa-

kkam has an immediate solution. Last year he had

spent ¥250 last year and came up with an impromptu

arrangement to harvest rainwater - two PVC pipe

bends, a three-foot PVC pipe and a cloth filter that

costs ¥ 20. With this, he created a diversion on his

existing pipeline that helped rainwater to flow from

his 400-square-foot rooftop to a drum, collecting 225

litres of water every 10 minutes. “Those having a

sump can simply connect a pipe and harvest rainwa-
ter;” Dayanand said.

“The government is taking measures to spruce up
RWH structures since last year, but there is no action,
on maintaining the existing water bodies. Only if
these are cleaned regularly the rainwater can be
channelled into the lakes and can be used,” said K
Viswanathan, a resident of Velachery.

A serene view of the fresh spells of Northeast monsoon over the catchment areas of
Chembarambakkam reservoir on Friday | manvin Lours
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Chennai SWD
system to be
ready in 2023

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

THE construction of integrat-
ed storm water drain networks
in Chennai will be completed
by 2023, said Corporation Com-
missioner G Prakash. Address-
ing reporters at the Ripon
Buildings, Prakash on Friday
said, “The ISWD projects at the
Kosasthalaivar Basin and Ko-
valam Basin would facilitate
carrying the excess rain wa-
ter.” “On Thursday, 57 water
logged areas were identified
and GCC has cleared 40 spots
till now,” Prakash said.

The city received its highest
single day rainfall in October
after 1969 and hence water was
drained with some retention.
GCC has set up a micro level
team to monitor water stagna-
tion in the zone levels. Around
48 canals will be dredged regu-
larly. Out of 15,000 identified
encroachments in the Cooum
River Banks, 13,500 families
were relocated while 4,500 fami-
lies out of the 9,900 encroach-
ments in the Adyar River bank,
have been relocated. “Rest will
be relocated soon,” he said.
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Flood-hit families yet to recover from misery

ASIF YARKHAN
Hyderabad

Mohammed Mahbub, a con-
struction worker living at
Osman Nagar, is a worried
man these days. The reason?
His daughter’s marriage was
scheduled to be held next
month, but his house is still
submerged in water after
the mid-October rains.

The family had purchased
electronic gadgets and
clothes to be gifted to their
daughter and kept all that in
the house.

“As the water levels
started rising, we left the
house with gold and a little
cash. But we could not
gather the clothes, utensils
or the electronic items.
After all these days, you can
imagine the condition of
those,” laments Mahbub.

Several families where
marriages were fixed before
the flash floods are now in
distress and are overcome
with anxiety and uncer-
tainty as to how to go ahead
with the marriages, a costly
affair these days. Mohd
Saleemuddin, a painter from
Al Jubail Colony, had fixed
the marriage of his daughter
on November 3. “Painting of
the house was done just
days before the rains. On the

Aerial view of houses which were submerged at Osman Nagar due to the floods occured in last week.

In areas such as Osman Nagar, the rainwater, slush
damaged several houses including finery, furniture
purchased for weddings scheduled next month

night of October 13, when
the rain water gushed into
our homes, we had to escape
leaving behind everything. I
spent close to Rs 2 lakh on
purchasing gift articles like

clothes, beds, almirah and
other household atticles for
my daughter’s wedding, All
of them are now covered
with slush, Rescheduling the
martiage is not an option

now, because due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, we had
already rescheduled it once.
We are now hoping that
some good Samaritans will
come forward and help us,”
says Saleemuddin. “Articles
gathered over a period of
time, i some cases over a
couple of years, to gift to
their daughters at the time
of marriage and kept in their
homes were badly damaged

in the flash floods at Al
Jubail Colony, Bhavanina-
gar, Hashimabad, Ali Nagar,
Gulshan Igbal Colony,
Osman Nagar and Omer
Colony of Hafeez Baba
Nagar. The situation is re-
ally bad,” says Mohd Akram
of Azad Foundation. His
foundation has so far sup-
ported three families with
articles usually gifted by the
bride’s family.

Several middle-class and
lower middle class families
are now making frantic ap-
peals on social media plat-
forms asking netizens to
help them, In a video widely
shared on social media plat-
forms, an elderly couple
from Hafeez Baba Nagar is
seen weeping and seeking
help from public representa-
tives to fund for their daugh-
ter's marriage.

MBT leader Amjedullah
Khan said they were receiv-
ing several distress calls
from families seeking finan-
cial assistance or articles for
marriages.

“We are doing whatever
possible after verification.
But considering the magni-
tude of the problem, the
government should extend
some bigger financial pack-
age to such affected fami-
lies,” he adds.
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Bengal’s performancein Jal Jeevan
Mission dismal, says Centre

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 30 OCTOBER

WestBengal has shown ‘dismal
performance’ in the imple-
mentation oftheJal Jeevan Mis-
sion by providing only 2.2 lakh
tap water connections to rural
households against a target of
55.58 lakh in 2020-21, the Cen-
tre said on Friday.

Expressing concern, the Jal
Shakti Ministrysaid 10 districts
of the state are gripped by
Japanese Encephalitisand Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome, affect-
ing42.96 lakh households, out
of which only 2.34 lakh house-
holds (5.4 per cent) have been
provided with tap connections.

The state has 1,566 arsenic
and fluorideaffected habitations
which are to be covered with

pipedwater supply by Decem-
ber 2020, it added.

TheJal Shakti Ministry recent-
ly held amid-term review meet-
ing on planning and imple-
mentation of JJM in Bengal
duringwhich state officials pre-
sented the progress of the pro-
gramme before the National JJ]M
team.

Bengal hasdecided toachieve
tap water connectionstoall 1.63
crorerural households by 2024,
itsaid. Thestate has 22 districts,
341 blocks, 41,357 villages and
1.07 lakh habitations.

Of all the states, Goa is the
onlyoneso farto provide piped
drinkingwater to allrural house-
holds.

“Itwas observed in thereview
meeting that 22,319 out of
41,357 villages of the state have

Public Water Supply (PWS),
which has the potential to pro-
videabout 1 crore tap water con-
nections to remaining house-
holds through retrofitting, the
statement added.

Under]JM, fundsarereleased
bythe Centre tostatesand UTs
based on the output in terms
of tap water connections pro-
vided and the utilisation of
available central and matching
state share.

“In 2020-21, fund alloca-
tiontoWest BengalisRs 1,610.76
crore. In addition, West Bengal
would receive Rs4,412 croreas
15th Finance Commission grants
to PRIs (Panchayati Raj Insti-
tutions), 50 per cent of which
will mandatorily be spent on
water and sanitation, the min-
istry added.
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