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DJB assures normal supply today

» Continued from P1

~hadha visited oneof the

affected plants at Sonia

_4Vihar and later an-
nounced in the evening that
ammeonia levels had been
brought within acceptable
parameters. DJB has assured
normal supply on Sunday

The Bhagirathi and Sonia
Vihar plants — which have a
combined water treatment
capacity of 250MGD — have
been impacted for the past
two days due to the twin prob-
lems of spike in pollutants
from Haryana and UPs Up-
per Ganga Canal being under
annual maintenance,

Explaining the reason be-
hind some areas in edst and
south Delhi having to go
without water on Saturday, a
senior DJB official said
that another spike in the am-
monia levels in the water
coming from Haryana was
noticed around 1 am due to
which some operations re-
mained hampered.

Senior DJB officials ex-
plained that they were using
pumps and other machinery
at different locations to pump
thewater from one place toan-
other in Yamuna. “This will
remove the stagnated water
with increased ammonia,
which will be replaced with
the water that will come from
Haryana through Yamuna
and from UP through its alter-
native route up to the affected
plants,” said an official.

Some residents in tail-
end colonies had to rely on
tankers through the day. Har-

HOW DELHI GETS ITS
WATER SUPPLY

PLANTS
Yamuna Ganga IMPACTED
Through river Through RIGHT NOW
channel, Munak upper Ganga
canal and DSB canal/ ./ Bhagirathi
caral Gangnakar ¥ and Sonia
- Vihar WTP
Seurce; approvimate values DJB and economic survey
| THE DOUBLE TROUBLE STATUS ON SATURDAY
» Upper Galﬂa canal underﬂﬂlm annual maintenance, 80% operations resumed
» Treaty allows drawing of equal water from the of Haryana and UP
Yamuna, but river water levels are low and ammonia approached to release
levels have spiked more water

jinder Sarcha, vice-chair-
man of the Vasant Kunj
federation of RWAs said that
their area faced immense
hardshipon the second day of
the crisis. After Friday's an-
nouncement of things being
brought back on track, DJB
said the production capacity
at Sonia Vihar and Bhagi-
rathi water treatment plants
had inereased toalmost100%,
but due to the overnight in-
crease in levels of ammonia,
both plants had to once again
reduce it to 50%.
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City water supply hit, DJB asks
UP to expedite work on canal

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 31

THE DELHI Jal Board (DJB) has
asked authorities in Uttar Pradesh
to finish maintenance of the
Upper Ganga Canal as soon as
possible, as festive season in-
creases water demand in the city.

A letter was sent by DJB
member (water supply) Shalabh
Kumar to the head of UP's
Irrigation and Water Resources

Department Saturday on the
matter. D]B CEO Nikhil Kumar
would also be writing a letter
with a similar request to the
principal secretary of the UP de-
partment, DJB officials said.

Supply from the canal is cru-
cial for two DJB water treatment
plants at Sonia Vihar and
Bhagirathi, having a total capac-
ity of 250 million gallons per day
(MGD), officials said.

These plants had to be shut
for several hours after 11 am

Chadha at the Sonia Vihar WTP, Saturday. Gajendra Yadav

Thursday as ammonia level in
raw Yamuna water flowing into
Delhi from Haryana rose to 3
parts per million (ppm) against
the acceptable limit of 0.5 ppm,
DJB officials said. Ammonia level
was brought down to 1.7 ppm by
Friday. Inspecting the Sonia
Vihar plant, D]B vice-chairman
Raghav Chadha said, “I am cer-
tain that with help from Haryana
and UP, both water treatment
plants will resume production at

full capacity within a few hours.”
The Ganga canal is closed
every year from October-
November for 15 days toa month
for maintenance work. This year,
ithas been shutsince October 15.
“UP authorities provided us
100-150 MGD of temporary sup-
ply via the canal Friday, based on
which the two plants were able to
resume 70% operations..,” a D|B
official said. They resumed full op-
erations Saturday evening.
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Flood mitigation

Floods in Assam have been a recurring phenomenon
with its own peculiarities and a permanent solution being
far from an immediate possibility, the need for an effective
disaster management mechanism hardly merits any reit-
eration. It is in this context that the State government's
multipurpose flood shelter project assumes significance.
Ovwver the vears, the flood-hit people have been made to
endure the hardship of staying in makeshift, ill-equipped
and unhygienic accommeodation. A streamlined system that
can take care of the needs of the flood-hit 1s long overdue.
The project — to be implemented across six flood-prone
districts of Majuli, Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Barpeta, Biswa-
nath and Cachar — envisages shelter homes with kitch-
ens, toilets, separate rooms for women, potable water, elec-
tricity, etc., besides adequate space for medical treatment.
All these facilities are conspicuous by their absence in the
typical makeshift shelters where thousands of flood-hit
take shelter every yvear. The G+2 RCC structures will
hawve 5,000 sq ft floor areas, accommodating around 400
people. During normal times, the shelter homes will host
social and cultural activities. It is good that the government
has roped in II'T Guwahati for technological assistance and
every nitty gritty should be taken care of. The govern-
ment would do well to replicate this initiative across all the
flood-affected districts in due course.

Even as we search for a lasting solution to the perennial
problem of flood and land erosion, there is an urgent need

for putting in place an effective disaster preparedness
and disaster relief mechanism. Along with shelter, rehabil -
itation of flood-affected people has been another big con-
cern that merits intervention by the authorities. Modern
technology and traditional wisdom should blend in easing
the situation for the flood-affected. Some communities liv-
ing near rivers build their houses on stilts and the govern-
ment should take a policy decision to construct buildings
on elevated platforms in flood-prone areas. While the
mounting flood-induced toll on crop, infrastructure, human
lives, livestock, and property warrants the State govern-
ment to come up with a long-term strategy to deal with the
menace, short-term measures involving preparedness and
a streamlined relief and rehabilitation mechanism can mit-
igate the sufferings of the flood-affected considerably. The
aftermath of the floods invariably witnesses vast swathes
of cropland turning into wasteland due to large-scale sand
deposition. The authorities should endeavour to reclaim
such lost agricultural land besides facilitating alternate live-
lihood options for the affected. For reducing the severity
of the recurring floods, a multi-pronged approach mindful
of the environmental aspects can help. While it is not unu-
sual for a state like Assam having a vast network of rivers
to experience floods, man-made factors have escalated
the magnitude of floods. Encroachment on riverine areas,
widespread deforestation causing siltation and leading to
rise in riverbeds, and frequent shifting of courses by riv-
ers have added to the destructive dimension of the floods.
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Aid for all lood-hit: KTR

Says govt will ensure affected families get Rs 10,000 assistance

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Municipal Administration
and Urban Development
Minister KT Rama Rao as-
sured that the financial aid
of Rs.10,000 would be ex-
tended to each of the rain-
affected families.

The complaints of some
residents over the delay and
non-receipt of financial aid
have come to the notice of
the government, the Minis-
ter said. “If required, the ex-
ercise of distributing finan-
cial aid will be extended for
few more days to ensure
each family gets the aid,”
said Rao.

Already, the GHMC offi-
cials have identified the af-
fected families and the fi-
nancial aid was distributed
to many families, providing
timely help, If any of the af-
fected families were yet to
get the financial aid, all
measures would be taken to
extend the same in the next
few days, he said.

The Minister said Telan-
gana government was com-
mitted to extend financial
aid to each family, The
Chief Minister K. Chan-
drashekhar Rac has given
specific instructions to en-
sure that each family gets fi-
nancial aid, he said, The
Minister said he would re-

for a few more days

view the financial aid distri-
bution exercise with GHMC
and other departments on
Sunday and initiate meas-
ures accordingly.

Earlier, mild tension pre-
vailed at different GHMC
offices in the city on Satur-
day after residents from a
few rain-affected areas
staged protests demanding
distribution of the financial
aid of Rs10,000 promised by
the State government.

Aspart of the protests, the
victims squatted on the road
in different areas, blocking
traffic in some areas as well,
At the Uppal GHMC Office,
many flood-affected people
gathered in large numbers
and attempted to lay siege to
the office, Sensing trouble,
the police reached the spot
and prevented the protest-
ers from barging into the of-
fice,

One person, later identi-
fied as Venkatesh, made a
suicide attempt by trying to
set himself ablaze in front of
the residence of Amberpet
MLA K Venkatesh during

(9.9

If required, the exercise of distributing
the financial assistance will be extended

— KT RAMA RAQ, MAZUD MINISTER

the protest, Police person-
nel present at the spot
thwarted his attempt and
shifted him to a hospital,

Residents from Prem
Nagar, Patel Nagar and
neighbouring areas, staged a
sit-in protest in front of Am-
berpet corporator P Jagan's
residence,

Many residents alleged
that they did not receive the
financial aid.  Similar
protests were witnessed at
Karmanghat, Rajendrana-
gatr, Abids and the Secun-
derabad GHMC office too.

Distribution

suspended on Thursday
The GHMC suspended the
distribution of the financial
aid since Thursday follow-
ing allegations over the dis-
tribution process from vari-
ous quarters. Instructions
were issued to Deputy Com-
missioners to submit the de-
tails of the relief distribution
and to hand over the bal-
ance cash to the respective
zonal commissioners by
Saturday.
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