File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

CIRGRSECTES Government of India
STer oTf=F WA Ministry of Jal Shakti
ST FET TaT s ue i wwer e Dept. of Water Resources, RD&GR
FET ST AT Central Water Commission
ST STOTTeAT STttt e Water System Engineering Directorate

YT gAER 93t Y ST 1 JEICIOT-05-7da-2020

S T A v TFeag fAval @ gafeud TamaR gat Y Fieer @ FET S 3T
F 37ETeT & 37dcllhel & [T Toldal fhaT I—T § . SHHT TTHE HIUT ol STel AT hr
Jearse W T ATClls ST ST,

Heddd: 3Ied
(-/sd)
e+ facers
39 mgm(-/sd)
g (-/sd)
dar &

3TEgeT, HAT STl T, A5 Seelr

SATTRRY %T-_l_,': T T IT helT STel 3T hl dSATSE http://cwe.gov.in/news-clippingdRGd

gfada ge(giaion), dar g

TH F0T 1A, % f&eel -200206
A 205-29583270,
#ol: wsedte-cwc@gov.in

65T WIRTORIAT sifasare

2" Floor(South), Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi-200206
Tel: 205-29583270,

E-mail: wsedte-cwc@gov.in

éConserve Water- Save Life é



mailto:wsedte-cwc@gov.in
http://cwc.gov.in/news-clipping

Trisune NEws SERVICE

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

The Union Government
today approved the 210 MW
Luhri Stage-I hydroelectric
project on the Sutlej in
Himachal Pradesh with an
approved investment of Rs
1,810.56 crore. Satlu] Jal
Vidyut Nigam Limited
(SIVINL) would implement it
on the Build-Own-Operate-
Maintain (BOOM) basis in
the next five years.The deci-
sion was taken at a meeling
of the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
chaired by Prime Minister
Warendra Modi.

Union  Information and
Broadeasting Minister
Prakash Javadekar said that
the project is located on the
Sutlej in Shimla and Kullu
districts of Himachal Pradesh
and on completion, it would
generate 758,20 million units
of electricity annually.

The minister said that the
SIVNL had been assigned
the project on the BOOM
basis, as the company had

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Tribune 05-November-2020

Centre approves 210 MW
power projecton Sutlej

To be constructed by SJVNL at a cost 0of 71,810.56 crore

® The project to provide direct and indirect employment to
around 2,000 persons

B Will contribute to the overall socic-economic development

of the state

u The state to benefit from free power worth around Rs
1,140 crare from the hydropower plant

= Families affected by the project to get 100 units of free
electricity per month for 10 years

= The project to generate 758.20 million units of

electricity annually

gigned a memorandum of
understanding (Moll) with
the Himachal Pradesh Gowv-
ernment during the Rising
Himachal Global Investors’
Meet in 2019, “Both Union

Government and Himachal
Government will offer active
support to the project with the
former providing a grant of
Rs 66.19 crore for the enabling
infrastructure,” he added.

“The Luhri Stage-I Hydro-
electric Project shall be com-
missioned within 62 months.
The power generated from
the projeet will help in pro-
viding grid stabilitv and
improve the power supply
position. Besides adding
valuable renewable energy
to the grid, the project will
also lead to reduction of 6.1
lakh tonnes of carbon dios-
ide from the environment
annually, thus contributing
to improvement in air quali-
ty.” Javadekar said.

The construction of the
project would result in direct
and indirect employment to
around 2,000 persons and
wiould contribute to the over-
all socio-economic develop-
ment of the state, he said.
The state would benefit from
free power worth around Rs
1,140 crore  from  the
hydropower plant during its
project life cyele of 40 years.

He added that the families
affected by the project
would be provided with 100
units of free electricity per
month for 10 vears.
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HP to setup water, sanitation committeesin grampanchayats

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 4 NOVEMBER

The Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernmentwill constitute rural
drinking water and sanitation
committees in all gram pan-
chayats as per the guidelines
of the Jal Jeevan Mission to
ensure quality drinking water
to all in the state.

After the review meeting
of the State Water and Sani-
tation Mission, Chief Secre-
tary Anil Kumar Khachi said
atotal of 47 laboratories have
been setup to ensure the avail-
ability of clean drinking water
in the state. It would also be

H Chief Secretary Anil Kumar Khachi holding a review meeting of the State Water and Sanitation

ensured thatall district level

laboratories are accredited by ~ Mission in Shimla on Wednesday. SNS
the Nationial Accreditation S N R R e N S e A N N A
Board for Laboratories (NABL), householdshavealreadybeen  crorehasbeenreceived from  provided with tap water,” he
he added. given drinking water con- the Central Government for added. Secretary Panchayati

Khachi said that by April
2020, 9,21,653 households
have been provided drinking
water connections and by
March 2021, a total 0of 2,66,209
households will be provided
tap water out of which 1,81,747

nections. “Till now all the
houses in Kandaghat, Pooh,
Lahaul and Spiti develop-
mentblocks, 311 panchayats
and 5,081 villages of the state
have been provided with tap
water. A grant of Rs 243.10

Jal Jeevan Mission this year.
From 2 October, a hundred-
day campaign is being run by
the Government of India
underwhich 16,889 schools,
18,925 Anganwadi centers
and 43 Ashramshalas will be

Raj and Rural Development
Sandeep Bhatnagar, Secretary
Jal Shakti Vikas Labroo, Sec-
retary Education Rajiv Shar-
ma, Secretary Health Amitabh
Awasthiwere also presentin
the meeting among others.




STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Telangana  pgovernment's
flagship programme Mission
Bhagiratha is far more ad-
vanced than Centre’s Jal Jee-
van Mission which just
pumps bore water unlike
potable water supplied to
984 per cent of the house-
holds in State under Mission
Bhagiratha, Minister for
Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj and Rural Water
Supply Errabeli Dayakar Rao
said on Wednesday.
“Despite the advanced
features of Mission Bhagi-
ratha and the fact that it is
being replicated in other
States, the Union govern-
ment continues to ignore
Telangana’s repeated re-
quests for Central assistance
tomaintain the project,” the
Minister said, adding that

the unfiltered water sup-
plied under the Central
scheme can cause water-
borne diseases, When it
comes to implementation of
the Central scheme, the
Union government will only
bear 60 per cent of the proj-
ect cost while States are ex-
pected to chip in with the
rest, he added.

The Minister was speak-
ing at a review meeting at
the Mission Bhagiratha of-
fice here, He said Telangana
was spending Rs 45,000
crore on this project,
whereas the Centre will be
spending around Rs 3.60
lakh crore and hopes to
complete the nationwide
project by 2024, “While the
States also have to share the
financial burden, the Centre
will release only Rs 22,813
crore during this financial
year,” he said.
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‘Jal Jeevan no match to Mission Bhagiratha’

Errabelli slams Centre for not sanctioning Rs 19,000 cr as recommended by Niti Aayog for the project

Comparing Mission Bha-
giratha with similar pro-
grammes implemented in
Gujarat, Dayakar Rao said
that while Telangana was
providing water to 98.4 per
cent of the households in the
State, Gujarat could hardly
complete 80 per cent of the
work in a decade. “We laid
147 lakh km of pipelines
under the programme which
is equal to three times the
circumference of earth,” he
said, adding that Gujarat was
depending less on Narmada
water and more on
borewells, which could lead
to health issues.

He said so far 35,160 ovet-
head tanks have been con-
structed in the State for
which 187 MW of electricity
will be used to pump water,
“The Centre which released
Rs 883 crore for Gujarat
under the Jal Jeevan
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Minister for Rural Development Errabeli Dayakar Rao at a review
meeting at the Mission Bhagiratha office in Hyderabad.

Scheme, didn't heed our re-
quest for reimbursement of
cost tomaintain the Mission
Bhagiratha project which
has far more advanced fea-
tures,” Dayakar Rao said. He

said even Uttar Pradesh
which has completed amere
5.78 per cent of the works re-
ceived Rs 2,550 crore,
“Though Prime Minister
Narendra Modi himself

launched Mission Bhagi-
ratha on August 6, 2016, and
lauded the programme, the
Centre hasnot sanctioned Rs
19,000 crore recommended
by Niti Aayog, What is note-
worthy is that West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Rarnataka, Odisha
and several other States have
sent their technical teams to
study Mission Bhagiratha
and are replicating the
scheme in their respective
States,” he said.

He said Jal Jeevan Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, at a video con-
ference on Tuesday, termed
Telangana as the only State
in the country that had suc-
ceeded in distributing
potable water to every
household, The programme
has been awarded the top
prize by National Water

Mission-2019 for increasing
efficiency of water con-
sumption by 20 per cent, he
said, “But the Centre refuses
to grant Rs 2,110 crore that
Telangana has sought for
maintenance of the project,
Dayakar Rao said.

The Mission Bhagiratha
programme was launched
with an estimated cost of Rs
46,123 crore, of which 80 per
cent of funds were raised
from Hudco, Nabard and
commercial banks, Sofar, Rs
33,400 crore has been spent
and piped water has been
delivered to 23,787 habita-
tions and the process of tak-
ing water to the left over 188
habitations will be com-
pleted soon, Similarly, of the
18,175 water tanks to be con-
structed, 18,076 have been
completed and the remain-
ing will be completed by the
end of November.



Farmers’ efforts to revive river wins Ce

RADHESHYAM JADHAV

Purse, Movemberd

For years, famrers have deman-
ded to resolve the water prob-
lem in Agrani river valley. A few
years ago, people themselves
decided to find a solution and
started removing encroach-
ments in the river, widened the
dry river basin and constructed
six check dams.

As  people’s movement
gained momentum, govern-
ment babus and politicians
joined the bandwagon. Now
this farmers-led water move-
ment in Sangli district has re-
ceived the Centre's award for
water conservation.

The Agrani river originates at
Adsarwadi in Khanapur taluka
of Sangli district where agricul-
ture is the main occupation. Ac-
cordingtorecords, the river was
flowing 150 years ago in the re-
gion but the river dried up due
to encroachments and siltaccu-
mulation. With no other water
source, farmers here depended
onwells and water tankers. Des-
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The Agrani river now has 50-60 bunds, which have helped raise the

water table. Around 28,000 farmers are reaping the benefit

pite repeated requests and a
series of agitations by villagers
demanding to resolve the water
problem, the government had
turned a blind eye.

Construction begins

Villagers then decided to take
the matter in their own hands.
In 2013, Sampatrao Pawar, the
man who has played a pivotal
role in Baliraja water move-
ment in Sangli, along with
other villagers, took up the task
to widen the river stretch and

construct check dams. Some
NGOs suggested that villagers
must take the government's
permission to start work in the
river bed. However, tired of the
government’s apathy, villagers
started work on their own.
Villagers from Tamkhadi,
Jadhavwadi, Gorewadi,
Benapur, Balawadi, Karnaje and
Sultangade worked 24[7 and
completed works costing ¥2
crore at just 65 lakh. Today, the
river has 50-60 bunds which
has helped raisewatertable and

ntre’s award

a total of 21 villages and about
28,000 farmers are reaping the
benefit. Villagers are now work-
ing on changing crop patterns.
Many have stopped water-con-
suming sugarcane and are
growing tomatoes and veget-
ables.

Ajoint effort
“People’s participation is key in
any development work. If
people come together they can
make a change,” said Pawar.
Directorate General of In-
formation and Public Relations
(DGIPR) of Maharashtra in a
note announced that Agrani re-
juvenation has won Jal Shakti
Ministry's National Award for
bestworkin the western region.
Shekhar Gaikwad, State
Sugar Commissioner, was
quoted by DGIPR saying thatthe
award was an honour of farm-
ers in drought-prone areas,
River rejuvenation was com-
pleted in one and half year 55
km river stretch was revived, he
said.
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Water- the foundation of the universe

TALKING OF
MANY THINGS

Dr Mohan Kanda

ATER, and with it, the
rain that brings it to
us, have become so

much an integral part of day- to
- day life of human beings that,
from nursery rhymes to songs in
movies they are a recurring
theme. While children learn the
catchy ‘rain, rain go away come
again another day..., or chant the
popular “vana vana vallappa” in
Telugu, people of my generation
recall with great fondness num-
bers such as ‘zindagi bhar nahi
bhoolegi woh barsaat ki raat...
And the unforgettable lilting
melody penned by Hal David and
Burt Bacharach ‘raindrops keep
falling on my head..” from the
film ‘Butch Cassidy and the Sun-
dance kid".

The twin resources gifted to
us by nature, water and rain,
have a specially significant role
inthe process of growth and de-
velopment of India’s economy.
Firstly agriculture, the mainstay
of more than two-thirds of the
workforce of the country is sub-
stantially dependent on the rain
that the monsoons bring to us,
twice in a year. While it still re-
mains a mystery how precisely
rain is formed, the fact remains
that the country, and its popula-
tion of over 1.2 billion were, for
along time, fortunate to enjoy a
predictable rhythm of the arrival
and withdrawal of the mon-
S00NS,

That gift of nature, however,
has been mauled, in recent
decades, by the onset of phe-
nomenasuch as global warming,
climate change, and atmospheric
pollution. As aresult, the behav-
iour of the monsoons has be-
come erratic and extreme

weather events have become
commonplace. It is no doubt,
true, that the monsoonsin India
occur over a very short period of
time during which most of the
rainfall of the whole year occurs.
Even given that, the substantial
change in the behaviour of rain-
fallin the two seasonsis to be re-
garded as something worrisome
and a challenge, Year after year
one seesa large part of the coun-
try ravaged by severe droughts,
while, in several other regions,
there are floods, causing unac-
ceptable losses of lives and prop-
erty.

The Sanskrit expression of
‘athivrishti, anavrishti' (meaning
either too much of rain or none
at all), has now become reality!
While even drinking water is dif-
ficult to think of in some parts of
the country, it is, at the same
time, literally raining ‘cats and
dogs’ elsewhere!

During my days as Joint Sec-
retary, in the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Government of India,
Kamal Pandey (Secretary, Agri-
culture), fondly called me ‘the
Anantapur groundnut man’, as [
frequently referred to the tra-
vails that district went through
in times of droughts. Also be-
cause groundnut was the princi-
pal crop grown in the district.

It is indeed paradoxical that
years later, first as Secretary to
the Governor, I was among those
who participatedin the ceremo-
nial send off to Governor Sharda
Mukherjee. She was givenanin-
ter-services guard of honour in
pouring rain! And, again, much
later, as Chief Secretary to the
Government of Andhra Pradesh
I spent a good deal of my time
organising rescue and relief op-
erations in the wake of the flood-
ing of the twin cities of Hyder-
abad and  Secunderabad
following heavy rains.

And it is not as though the
scores of flooding is a phenom-
enapeculiar to Hyderabad alone,
We have all seen the acute dis-
ruption of normal life and the ex-
tensive damage caused by flood-
ing following heavy rains in
metropolises such as Bombay
and Chennai year after year.

One method of meeting the
challenge of frequent and unpre-

The twin resources gifted to us by nature,
water and rain, have a specially significant
role in the process of growth and
development of India’s economy. Firstly
agriculture, the mainstay of more than two-
thirds of the workforce of the country is
substantially dependent on the rain that
the monsoons bring to us, twice in a year.
While it still remains a mystery how
precisely rain is formed, the fact remains
that the country, and its population of over
1.2 billion were, for a long time, fortunate
to enjoy a predictable rhythm of the arrival
and withdrawal of the monsoons

dictable changes in the pattern
and quality of rainfall distribu-
tion, over space and time, ap-
peared, at least for some time, to
be that of ‘cloud seeding’. It was,
in fact, tried in Anantapur dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh when I
was the Chief Secretary of that
state. Whether the method is ef-
fective or not however, remains
an issue onwhich the juryis out.

As part of the National Policy
on the subject, the government
of the composite state of Andhra
Pradesh piloted the enactment
ofthe Water, Land and Trees Act
(APWALTA-2002) with the ba-
sic objectives of:

s Promoting water conserva-
tion and tree cover.

o Protecting and conserving wa-
ter sources, land and matters
connected therewith and

o Regulating the exploitation
and use of ground and surface
water.

While the law is very compre-
hensive, its implementation has
remained inadequate and needs
attention in the future. Meas-
ures of conservation of water are
increasingly being built into the
technology regime of buildings,
in urban areas in particular.
Growing kitchen gardens and
decorative plants inside homes,

particularly in multi-storied
apartments, is rapidly catching
up, not only as a measure of wa-
ter conservation, but also as part
of the effort to ‘green’ cities.

Inour own case, we are fortu-
nate enough to have a small
patch of alawn, the fact that our
flat is in the first floor notwith-
standing. And thanks to the
green fingers my wife Usha pos-
sesses, quite a collection of
flower and fruit-bearing plants
have made their appearance over
the last few years. I am, in fact,
in the midst of designing an am-
bitious programme to promote
and popularise such practises all
over the twin cities.

I must share an interesting
fact with the readers for over 50
years now, there has hardly ever
beena happy event celebrated in
the family of the Kandas without
there being a cloudburst or a
downpour disrupting the entire
arrangements! The only conso-
lation being that the event is
seen as being auspicious!

Before ending this discussion
it would be appropriate recall
one of the oft quoted properties
of time, namely that of it beinga
great healer. No matter how se-
rious a wound, be it physical,
mental or emotional, the passage
of time invariably makes the
pain abate, though, on occasion,
it may leave behind a harmless
scaras areminder of the episode
that caused the injury.

(Thewriteris former Chief
Secretary, Government of
Andhra Pradesh)
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