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Yamuna plundered

Citizen activism helps net illegal miners

of efforts to contain the menace of illegal sand mining in the

Yamunanagar area. Alert local residents and river activists have
red-flagged the authorities about two firms indulging in this environ-
mentally hazardous activity. The two errant companies have been
booked for the violations. But the law enforcers need to use the evi-
dence of the incriminating pictures and videos to tighten the screws on
the culprits and conclusively nail them. The visuals of deployment of
heavy machinery to build unauthorised embankments and divert the
natural flow and course of the river to extract the precious sand must
not go in vain. Illegal extraction of sand along the Yamuna has been
plaguing the region for years. Hundreds of acres of the river basin have
been plundered and its rich ecosystem irreversibly affected.

The absence of due punishment — a sore point with the residents
and campaigners — has driven the dredgers to continue with the
illicit act with impunity. Stringent strictures of the NGT and the
Supreme Court, aimed at curbing the adverse impact on the ecolo-
gy and aquatic biodiversity, don't seem to have deterred the sand
mafia that is allegedly flourishing with political and official patron-
age. The shocking visuals and citizen activism have left the
authorities red-faced. If the mafia still manages to manoeuvre its
way out of the tight spot, it would be a great disservice to the
efforts of well-meaning champions of social change. The trial
should be fast-tracked; tardy probes, low conviction rates and lit-
tle disciplinary action spur the money-minting practice of mining
sand worth crores at the cost of the exchequer.

Arelated recent report that has a direct bearing on the future of our
children lends weight to the urgent need to end this exploitation of a
precious resource that is causing immense environmental damage to
the flora and fauna in and around the riverbed. Unless sustainable
sand mining is conducted, the projection of the Worldwide Fund for
Nature’s Water Risk Filter that Delhi, Ludhiana, Chandigarh, Jaipur
and Amritsar face a very high water risk in the next few decades may
become a reality much sooner. A scary scenario, indeed.

I I 1WO instances of the past fortnight give an encouraging glimpse
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DJB plans vigilance
drive to prevent
misuse of water

Chadha meets with DB officials Thursday. Express

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 5

STATING THAT wastage of water
and illegal connections will not
be tolerated, Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
Vice ChairmanRaghav Chadhaon
Thursday asked officials to pre-
pare a plan for a month-long vig-
ilance campaign. Authorised of-
ficers of the DJB can check water
wastage — through overflowing
water tanks and misuse of water
for gardening, among others —
and file challansin the designated
courts of the Special Metropolitan
Magistrates.

During a meeting with DJB of-

ficials on Thursday, Chadha said
very few challans were issued last
year. “Under the vigilance cam-
paign, DJB will send teams to dif-
ferent areas across the city. The
purpose of this campaign will not
be toissue challans alone, but also
to spread awareness among peo-
ple onthe appropriate use of wa-
ter,” he said.

He also said, "It has also been
found that the water meant for
domestic purposes is used for
non-domestic purposes. DelhiJal
Board cannot afford to show any
patience for such inexcusable
acts. Any individual or body found
guilty of such an offence must be
issued a challan on the spot.”
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Buckingham Canal turns
dump, poses flood threat

Soil dredged from Ennore Creek is being dumped, choking the canal

SYKRISHNA CHAITANYA
{@ Chennai

AT a time when monsoon is
picking pace and there are
forecasts of heavy rainfall in
November and December, the
Buckingham Canal has turned
into a dumpyard, full of
dredged soil from the Ennore
Creek, affecting water flow.
TNIE visited the spot on
Wednesday and saw large
dumps of black slimy soil,
filled with giant oyster shells,
which were once the indicator
species of the Ennore estuary,
covering a substantial area of
the canal. The stretch, which
runs from the creek to Pa-
laverkadu, plays an important
role in flood mitigation in Ko-
sasthalaiyar River basin.

How did soil end up here?

The Chennai Metropolitan
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (CWSSB) has been car-
rving out dredging at the creek
to lay underwater pipeline to
ferry treated water from the
45-MLD Tertiary Treatment
and Reverse Osmosis (TTRO)
plant at Kodungaiyur to in-
dustries at Manali-Ennore
corridor. As per the original
plan, the pipeline was to be
built across the creek with the
help of stilts or pillars without
affecting the hydraulic flow of
water. However, the PWD did
not grant permission, follow-
ing which, the CWSSB decided
to go underwater:

The Union Environment
Ministry, while granting
Coastal Regulation Zone clear-
ance, detailed specific condi-
tions which says, “The project
work will not affect marine/
creek environment during
construction and operational

phases and there are no block-
ages and free flow of water is
maintained in the canal/creek
during the process of laying
of pipelines.” This condition
now seems to be violated.
When TNIE visited the spot,
a PWD assistant engineer was
seen urging contractors en-

WATER DEMAND
ASSESSMENT

The work of demand
assessment from industries in
Morth Chennai was entrusted
to M/s ITCOT Consultancy and

Services Ltd and aftera
detailed survey, they have
furnished the anticipated

water demand
Industry Demand :m
belt in2020 2030

Manali-

Ennore 1712 17.56
corridar

Manali- |

Minjur 52.88 5744
carridor
" Total | 70.00 | 75.00

(All figures in MLD)

gaged by metro water to clear
the blockage. “Firstly, dumping
dredged soil in the canal is a
violation. On top of it, metro
water is not removing blockage
despite appeals. Since the past
20 days, not even 10m of the
250m of canal where the soil
has been dumped was cleared.
At this pace, it would take sev-
eral weeks to restore the canal.
If it rains heavy, there would be
flooding,” he said.

The pipeline project is being
executed by a company named
BGR, along with Sattva Engi-
neering. Suresh, deputy gen-
eral manager of BGR said,
they were doing their best to
clear the area.

Meanwhile, T Prabhush-
ankar, Executive Director of
Chennai Metro Water, said,
“An inquiry has been launched
to check violations. If so, the
contractor would be penalised
accordingly. As an immediate
measure, whatever dredged
material is dumped will be
removed.”

Officials added that the pipe-
line project was crucial as it
would reduce fresh water con-
sumption by industries
considerably.



B Pujashree Kalita

he ceaseless war against
the unprecedented Cov-
id-19 pandemic has cre-
ated chaos globally and
the manner this scenario is com-
pounding as time passes, “we
should figure out how to live with
it" was what WHO officials opined.
Before the Covid-19 episode, san-
itization may have appeared to be
a far-fetched idea for the vast ma-
jority of the individuals. However,
the quiet and deadly peril present-
ed by the infection has elevated
attention to individual cleanliness
to extraordinary levels. It has
prompted an increment in “hygiene
conscience’ among the people in
general. Water and the sanitizer
have ended up being fundamental
needs in the Cowid-inflicted life of
an individual these days.
Nevertheless, it is utterly both-
ersome to watch that nearly more
than half of the world population can-
not follow the recommended hy-
giene protocols due to inadequacy of
the water supply. In many nations,
washing hands repeatedly has be-
come a challenge and under such cir-
cumstances, how can one maintain a
healthful living? The WHO guide-
lines on personal hygiene suggests
repeated sanitizing of palms with
water or wood ash, regular bathing
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Micro irrigation: Envisioning priorities in Covid era

and disinfecting clothes worn out-
side. But in India and other
developing nations, we frequently
overlook the significant inguiry tak-
ing cover behind ‘Consider the pos-
sibility of not having enough water
to keep up such home-grown clean-
Iiness’. In such a case, ensuring clean-
liness may be difficult.

This calls for attention to anoth-
er burning topic of the water crisis
which was listed as the greatest
global danger in 2019 by the World
Economic Forum in terms of at-
tainable effect over the subsequent
decades. Unless the way the wa-
ter hassle is taken as a serious is-
sue to manage, the available utiliz-
able water would rapidly show to
be inadequate in serving the future
needs. The problem of the water
crisis can be resolved by putting
conservation measures in place.

The FICCI Grant Thornton Strat-
egy Paper 2016 suggests that the
agriculture sector which is the ma-
jor employment provider alone de-
wours more than 809 of the ground-
water draft in irrigation while creat-
ing a considerable strain on the wa-
ter resources due to non-judicious
conveyance. However, it has tre-
mendous potential for water saving
by technological upgrade.

The solution for this catastrophe

lies in the exact advances. It's the
ideal opportunity for us to move near-
er to more mechanized advances
from the manual one. One such tech-
nology is micro irrigation or local-
ized irrigation or low volume irriga-
tion. Micro irrigation obtained rec-
ognition these days as a result of its
water use proficiency that ought to
grant us a new standpoint of look-
ing forward. To commence with mi-
cro irrigation systemns, drip irriga-
tion is one type that has the potential
to save water and supplements by
conveying water drop by drop to the
root zone territory of the crop. Drip-
pers are set based on the distance
between crops. These drippers op-
timize and distribute the pressure
from the water source which ap-
proves only a restrained extent of
water to skip through. Another sort
of micro irrigation is sprinkler irri-
gation that works in a pressurized
form similar to natural precipitation.
Water is conveyed through an ar-
rangement of pipes, high pressure
sprinklers, sprays or guns. Itis then
splashed into the air through sprin-
klers so that it separates into dis-
crete water drops which tumble to
the ground.

Out of the apparent multitude of
techniques for water conservation,
micro irrigation has proved to be an
asset in the recent years by making
extensive increment in water use

efficiency by 40 to 70% and simulta-
neously improving the yield by 309%.
Unlike flood irrigation, where con-
veyance loss of water is maximum,
micro irrigation has a superiority in
saving water up to 40% over con-
ventional flood irmigation. The reduc-
tion in water consumption in this
method makes it energy efficient si-
multaneously saving substantial cost
on electricity and fertilizers.

Micro irrigation also undertakes
an easy way to carry out fertiga-
tion and chemigation raising its ef-
ficiency of delivering by 35%. The
best part of this method is that it
suits every soil type from sandy to
clayey soil making it more appro-
priate for farmers.

According to sources, by 2030,
there will be nine billion people liv-
ing on our planet, facing a severe
land crisis for food production. Un-
der such circumstances of increas—
ing water demand, it's clear why
we need a way to increase agricul-
tural productivity and resource use
efficiency. That's where drip irri-
gation fits in, changing the econom-
ics of global agriculture by allow-
ing farmers to produce more crops
per drop. Micro irrigation not only
reduces the impact of drought and
climate change on food production
but also supports rural communi-
ties to eliminate poverty.

It is quite apparent that settling

the challenges of the future water
crisis reguires exhaustive re-evalua-
tion of how the loss of water can be
overseen in agricultural division
which is one of the major drivers of
water crisis. The provincial Indians
have a laidback mentality towards
sanitization due to water shortage.
Supporting the vulnerable families in
such scant zones with economical and
improved water frameworks like mi-
cro irrigation can scale up water use
productivity. The portion of water
thus spared through micro irmigation
can be used in guaranteeing cleanli-
ness conventions in zones where
water is scant.

At this point of water emergency
and coronavirus transmission, there
is no panacea aside from guarantee-
ing viable water holding advance-
ments so that eco-friendly sanitiza-
tion framework could be used to clean
provincial families and open territo-
ries to capture the commotion of
coronavirus. Furthermore, taking a
look at the pandemic, there has been
a pattern in more ‘proactive’ reac-
tions while re-accentuating the re-
quirement for good cleanliness con-
trol. Different pandemics will occur
in the near future and that is why
preparedness is crucial for the gov-
ernment to anticipate and get ready
to stop the next emerging pandemic
in its native spot to avoid destruction
of society and economy:
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U’khand toprovide
drinkingwater
toall schools,
anganwadis by Dec

DEHRADUN, 5 NOVEMBER

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat on
Thursday asked officials to
make drinking water available
through pipelines at all schools
and anganwadi centres by the
end of the year.

Reviewing the progress of
the 'Jal Jeevan' Mission here,
the chief minister said theJal
Sansthan and the Jal Nigam
of Uttarakhand needed to
work in coordination in order
to meet the deadline.

Water pipeline connec-
tions being given in the rural
areas should be strictly in
accordance with norms,
Rawat said and asked district
magistrates to monitor the
process. PTI



HANS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

WITH GHMC elections to
be held soon, the state gov-
ernment has decided to
take quick action to see that
the city does not face the
kind of deluge it did during
the recent unprecedented
rains and floods.

Municipal Administra-
tion Minister KT Rama Rao
on Thursday after consid-
ering the suggestions from
officials on the measures
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Flood effect: Demolition drive

Municipal Administration department directs commissioners to demolish houses on
nalas, shikam lands, full tank levels which cause flooding in low-lying areas

that need to be taken to
solve the problem of inun-
dation of low-lying areas,
directed the commissioners
in various municipalities
and corporations to demol-
ish the structures con-
structed on nalas, shikam
lands, full tank levels and at
places which were ob-
structing natural flow of
rainwater,

Following this, Director
of Municipal Administra-
tion (CDMA) N Satya-
narayana has issued a cir-

cular asking the commis-
sioners of corporations and
municipalities to demolish
all the houses constructed
on nalas, shikam lands, at
full tank levels which are
causing obstructions to
natural flow of rainwater.
Similarly, the officials of
Warangal municipal corpo-
ration have also been asked
to take up the demolition
drive. The action would be-
gin from corporations like

Badangpet, Meerpet, Jawa- |

harnagar, Boduppal and

Peerzadiguda. Municipali-
ties like Ameenpur, Dundi-
gal, Dammaiguda, Ghatke-
sar, Jalpally, Kompally,
Medchal, Nagaram, Pedda
Amberpet, Pocharam and
Turkayamjal. The regional
directors of municipal ad-
ministrations of Hyderabad
and Warangal and the dis-
trict collectors and addi-
tional collectors of respec-
tive local bodies were asked
to take necessary action
which includes prevention
of future encroachments.
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