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Met: Rain, snowinHP on
Nov 15,16 toend dry spell

SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 10
Farmers and power pmduc-
erz heaved a zigh of relief
today as the kocal MeT office
forecast rain and snowfall in
the state om November 15
and 16 after a prolonged dry
gpel] of about two months,
‘B fresh Western Distur-
bance is likely to affect the
western Himalayan region
from November 13 onmwards.
Rain and snow are likely in
Himachal Pradesh an
November 15 and 16," it sid.
Lewver and mid hills have
received no rainfall snee
mid-Septemnber and post-
monsoon. The ram deficit
betesen  October 1 and

o :
RAINFALL DEFICIT

B TO% rainfall defictwas
rcorded batween October 1
and November 10

B 25% was the rainfall deficit
during the monsoon

November 10was 79 per cent,
while 26 per cent min deficit
was recorded during the
maonsoon, The region recaved
T mm of rainfall against the
normal of 32 8 mm. — THS
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IT'T-G, Australian

university launch
water centre

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Nov 10: The
Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy Guwahati (II'T-G) along
with the University of West-
ern Sydney, recently launched
the Australia-India Water
Centre (AITWC), stated a de-
layed press release.

The AIWC will be led by
the University of Western
Sydney from Australia and by
IIT-G from India along with
21 other partners from both
the countries.

The ATWC was inaugurat-
ed virtually through a webi-
nar on November 6 in view of
the pandemic situation.

Australian Minister for Ed-
ucation Dan Tehan, Union
Minister for Jal Shakti Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat, Indian
High Commissioner to Aus-
tralia Anumula Gitesh Sarma,
Australian High Commission-
er to India Barry O'Farrell AQ,
II'T-G Director Prof TG Sith-
aram, and directors, vice chan-
cellors and deans of all the
partner institutions, among
others, were virtually present
on the occasion.

The memorandum of un-
derstanding (Mol) signed
during the occasion attempts
to establish an understanding
of cooperation for the AIWC
between the parties.

The AITWC will enable Aus-
tralian and Indian partners to
explore opportunities and

create synergy for a longer-
term collaboration in research
and education between the
two countries.

“In particular, the parties
anticipate that this will in-
clude collaboration in water
research, a joint Master’'s
level programme in water
futures, student and staff ex-
changes, workshops and
conferences and provide
short-term training in the
water sector to government
agencies and other partici-
pants. The proposed activi-
ties within the MoU, signed
for a duration of five years,
are to develop longer-term
collaboration in water re-
search, capacity building and
knowledge and technology
transfer, particularly focus-
ing on water and food secu-
rity, safe drinking water sup-
plies, river health, water-en-
ergy-food nexus, water for
livable cities and other re-
lated aspects of mutual ben-
efits to Australia and In-
dia...,” the statement said.

Speaking at the webinar
organised on this occa-
sion, Shekhawat said, I
am delighted to inaugu-
rate the AIWC to promote
water-related research,
teaching and training be-
tween the two countries
in the presence of officials
and experts from the wa-
ter sector of India and
Australia.”
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