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Heavy rain forecast
likely in TN, Kerala

Chennai, Nov. 30: A
depression formed over
the Bay of Bengal on
Monday and it is very
likely to intensify into a
deep depression and
progress as a cyclonic
storm, bringing heavy
rainfall in south Tamil
Nadu and south Kerala
between December 2 and
3, the India meteorologi-
cal department said.

The storm is likely to
cross the Sri Lankan coast
on December 2 evening or
night and then emerge
into the Comorin area —
around Kanvakumari in
Tamil Nadu — the next
day morning.

Rainfall is likely over
Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Puducherry, Karaikal,
Mahe, south coastal
Andhra Pradesh
Lakshadweep
December 1 to 4, the
department said. On
Monday, showers are like-
ly at a few and isolated

and
from

places in all such regions.

In south Tamil Nadu
and south Kerala, heavy
to very heavy rainfall is
likely at a few places and
extremely heavy showers
at isolated places on
December 3. Similar
spells could be expected
on the preceding and fol-
lowing day as well in the
southern parts of the two
states including Kanya-
kumari and Tiruvanant-
hapuram, the IMD said.

“A depression formed
over southeast Bay of
Bengal in the early morn-
ing of today..it moved
west-northwestwards and
lay about 710 km east-
southeast of Trincomalee
(Sri Lanka) and 1120 km
east-southeast of
Kanyakumari.”

It is very likely to inten-
sify further into a deep
depression during the
next 12 hours and into a
cyclonie storm during sub-
sequent 24 hours. — PTT
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Fresh cyclone
likely to affect
TN and Kerala

New Delhi, Nov. 30
Less than a week
after Cyclone Nivar
battered Tamil Nadu,
another storm  is
expected to affect the
southern state, the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD)
said on Monday.

The eyelone will
cross the Sri Lanka
coast on December 2
and will bring heavy
rain over Tamil Nadu
and Kerala, it said.

Last week, “very
severe” cyclonic
storm Nivar had hit
Tamil Naduw. — PTI

® More on Page 3
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Time to change p

All 657 gram panchayats, hamlets covered 100 pc
under Mission Bhagiratha in Nalgonda district
@ Fluoride level in groundwater

was more than permissible
limit of 1.5 ppm in Bulb test
these panchayats helps in proving
that Reverse
@ All these villages are Osmosis
getting treated surface treated water
water (river water) for is devoid of

drinking through taps

under Mission Bhagiratha minerals

& In caze of treated MB @ In MB water, fluoride
water only bacteriais content will be less
removed, while minerals than 0.6 ppm, which
which are useful for is less than what BIS
health are retained has prescribed

We have to now wean away people
from using RO filtered water by
establishing that Mission Bhagiratha water

is safer and much better than RO water

— SURESH KUMAR, SE,
Mission Bhagiratha, Nalgonda district
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Anothercyclonic
storm brewingin
Bay of Bengal

STATESMAN NEWS
SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 30 NOVEMBER

A week after a severe
storm Nivar hit South
India, another storm is
brewing up in the Bay of
Bengal said the Cyclone
Warning Division of the
India Meteorological
Department {IMD).

Initswarning, the IMD
claimed that very and
extremely heavy rainfall
is expected over South
Tamil Nadu, SouthKerala
on 2 December and heawvy
rains from four days from
Tuesday.

It furthersaid heavy to
very heavy rainfall is
expectedat isolated places
over north Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Mahe, Kari-
akal and north Kerala for
four days from Tuesday.
South Coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Lakshad-
weep wouldalsosee sim-
ilar rains.

[tsaid the latest satel-
lite and Ship observa-
tions indicate that the
well-marked low-pres-
sure area is forming over
southeast Bay of Bengal
and neighbourhoodcon-
centrated into a Depres-
sion and lay centered at
southeast Bay of Bengal
about 750 km east-south-

east of Trincomalee (Sri
Lanka) and 1,150km east-
southeast of Kanyaku-
mari ([India).

TheMDisaiditis going
to intensify furtherinto a
Deep Depressionduring
next 24 hoursand convert
into a cyclonic storm.
It would then move
west-northwestwardsand
cross Sri Lanka coast
around evening of 2
December.

It would then move
nearly westwards there-
after and emerge into
Comorin area on 3
December moming, the
IMD forecasted.

It said sea condition
would be rough to very
rough over southeast and
adjoining southwest Bay
of Bengal from the night
of 1 December in south-
west Bayof Bengal, along
and off east Sri Lanka
coast, over Comorin Area,
Gulf of Mannar, Tamil-
nadu-Kerala coasts.

The government has
advised fishermen notio
venture into southeast
and adjoining southwest
Bay of Bengal from the
nightof1 December over
southwest BayofBengal,
along and off east Sri
Lanka coast, Comorin
Area, Gulf of Mannar and
Tamil Nadu-Kerala coasts.
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Plastic pollution from fishing nets
threatening Ganges wildlife, study finds

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Plastic pol-
lution from discarded fish-
ing gear in the Ganges River
poses a threat to wildlife such
as the critically endangered
three-striped roofed turtle
and the endangered Ganges
river dolphin, according to an
international team including
researchers from the Wildlife
Institute of India.

In the study, published in
the journal Science of The Total
Environment, surveys along
the length of the river, from the
mouth in Bangladesh to the
Himalayas in India, show levels
of waste fishing gear are highest
near to the sea.

The researchers noted that
fishing nets -- all made of plas-
tic -- were the most common
type of gear found.

Interviews with local fish-
ers showed high rates of fishing
equipment being discarded in
the river -- driven by short gear
lifespans and lack of appropri-
ate disposal systems, they said.

"The Ganges River sup-
ports some of the world's

largest inland fisheries, but
no research has been done to
assess plastic pollution from
this industry, and its impacts
on wildlife,” said Sarah Nelms
from the University of Exeter
in the UK.

"Ingesting plastic can harm

wildlife, but our threat assess-
ment focussed on entangle-
ment, which is known to injure
and kill a wide range of marine
species,” Nelms said.

The researchers used a list
of 21 river species of "conser-
vation concern” identified by
the Wildlife Institute of India
in Uttarakhand.

‘They combined existing
information on entanglements
of similar species worldwide
with the new data on levels of
waste fishing gear in the Gan-
ges to estimate which species
are most at risk.

"There is no system for fish-
ers to recycle their nets, Most
fishers told us they mend and
repurpose nets if they can, but
ifthey can't do that the nets are
often discarded in the river,"
said Nelms.

"Many held the view that

the river ‘cleans it away’, so
one useful step would be to
raise awareness of the real
environmental impacts,” she
said.

The findings offer hope
for solutions based on "circu-
lar economy” where waste is
dramatically reduced by reus-
ing materials, according to
Professor Heather Koldewey,
from the Zoological Society of
London(ZSL).

"A high proportion of the
fishing gear we found was
made of nylon 6, which is
valuable and can be used to
make products including car-
pets and clothing," Koldeway
said.

"Collection and recycling of
nylon 6 has strong potential as
a solution because it would cut
plastic pollution and provide
an income,” she added.
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Mercury falls below freezing point in
Kashmir, rains forcast for TN Kerala

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The mercury
fell below freezing point across
Kashmir and minimum tem-
peratures at many places in
north India were below the
10 degrees Celsius-mark on
Monday, with Delhi record-
ing its coldest November in
71 years, even as the IMD
issued a warning for south-
ern Tamil Nadu and Kerala in
view of a brewing storm which
is likely to bring heavy rains
there.

A depression formed over
the Bay of Bengal which is very
likely to intensify into a deep
depression and progress as a
cyclonic storm, bringing heavy
rainfall between December 2
and 3, the India Meteorolog-
ical Department said, add-
ing that the storm is likely to
cross the Sri Lankan coast on
December 2 evening or night
and then emerge into the
Comorin area -around Kan-
yakumari in Tamil Nadu the
next day morning,.

Under the influence of

the weather system, rainfall is
likely over Tamil Nadu, Ker-
ala, Puducherry, Karaikal,
Mabhe, south coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Lakshadweep
from December 1 to 4, it said.

Up north, Kashmir expe-
rienced sub-zero night tem-

perature on Monday as
the mercury fell below the
freezing point across the
valley.

In Srinagar, which had
recorded a minimum tem-
perature of minus 1.4 degrees
Celsius on Sunday, the mer-
cury settled at a low of minus
1.3 degrees Celsius while the
famous ski-resort of Gulmarg
in north Kashmir's Baram-
ulla district recorded a low of
minus 3 degrees Celsius.

Gulmarg was the coldest
recorded place in the Union
Territory.

In Rajasthan, Mount Abu
was recorded as the coldest
place with a night temperature
of 2.0 degrees Celsius while
in the plains, Churu recorded

a minimum temperature of
5.5 degrees Celsius, Sikar 6.0,
Pilani 7.1 and Bhilwara 8.0
degrees Celsius.

According to the weather
office, the night temperature
at most places is likely to drop
in the coming days.

The minimum tempera-
tures hovered close to normal
limits in Haryana and Punjab,
with Chandigarh, the com-
mon capital of the two states,
recording a low of 9.1 degrees
Celsius.

In Haryana, Ambala
recorded a low of 7.9 degrees
Celsius, while Amritsar in
Punjab recorded a minimum
temperature of 6 degrees
Celsius, one notch above
normal.
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After Nivar, another storm brews in Bay of Bengal

ANOTHER cyclone, brewing in the
southeast region of the Bay of Ben-
gal, is headed towards southern
Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka coasts.

On November 25, severe cyclone
Nivar had hit near Karaikal and
brought along extremely heavy
rain over Puducherry, Tamil Nadu
and coastal Andhra Pradesh.

“We have noticed warmer sea
surface temperatures recorded
both in the Bay of Bengal and the
Arabian Sea,” said Dr D Sivanand
Pai, head of Climate Research and
Services at India Meteorological
Department (IMD), Pune.

Such warming favour the devel-
opment of cyclones. Meteorolo-
gists say that sea conditions during
November remain most favourable

for cyclone genesis in these two
seas, Every year, about five cyclonic
storms form in this region, four of
which develop in the Bay of Bengal.
On Monday, the IMD setupa
pre-cyclone watch. The Met office

— — S

has said that adepression, which
lay at about 1,120 kms east-south-
east of Kanyakumari, is set to in-
tensify within 12 hours and by
Tuesday, it will develop as a cy-
clonic storm.

“It will also intensify into a cy-
clonic storm and move west-north-
westwards and cross Sri Lanka
coast around December 2,” the
special bulletin released by the
IMD on Monday, stated. Once the

system attains the strength ofacy-
clonic storm, it will be named ‘Bu-
revi’. Under the influence of this
approaching cyclone, the weather
bureau has issued a ‘red’ alert
warning of very heavy to extremely
heavy (more than 20¢m) rain over
southern districts of Tamil Nadu
and Kerala on Wednesday. Rainfall
will continue all through Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Mahe,
coastal Andhra Pradesh and Lak-
shadweep till December 5.

Squally winds with speeds rang-
ing between 55 to 65 kms/hr gust-
ing to 75 km/hr are very likely dur-
ing the next two days. With sea
conditions likely to remain ex-
tremely rough, fishermen have
been warned against venturing
into the sea till the end of this
week.
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