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India ‘carefully monitors’ all
developments on Brahmaputra

NEW DELHI: Amidst reports
that China plans to build a
major dam on the Brahmapu-
tra, India on Thursday said it
"carefully monitors” all devel-
opments relating to the river,
and that it intends to remain
engaged with China on the
issue of trans-border rivers to
safeguard its interests,

The Brahmaputra river,
known as the Yarlung Tsangpo
in China, originates from Tibet
and flows into Arunachal
Pradesh and Assam.

At a media briefing, Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry Spokes-
person Anurag Srivastava said
the Chinese side has conveyed
to India on several occasions
that it was only undertaking
run-of-the-river hydropower
projects, which do not involve

diversion of the waters of the
Brahmaputra.

He was asked about media
reports that China will build
a 'super dam' on the lower
reaches of the Yarlung Tsangbo
river in Tibet.

"We have taken note of
some media reports in this
regard. Government carefully
monitors all developments on
the Brahmaputra river,” Sriv-
astava said.

Noting that issues relating
to trans-border rivers are dis-
cussed with China under the
ambit of an institutionalised
expert level mechanism which
was established in 200 as well
as through diplomatic chan-
nels, the MEA spokesper-
son said,"we intend to remain
engaged with China on the

issue of trans-border rivers to
safeguard our interests.”

The MEA spokesperson
also said that "as a lower ripar-
ian State with considerable
established user rights to the
waters of the trans-border riv-
ers, the government has con-
sistently conveyed its views
and concerns to the Chinese
authorities and has urged
them to ensure that the inter-
ests of downstream States are
not harmed by any activities in
upstream areas.”

In Beijing, the Chinese for-
eign ministry said there is no
need to have "any anxiety over
the project and that China
will continue to have "good
communication” with lower
riparian states - India and Ban-
gladesh. AGENCIES
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India flags concerns over Chinas
hydel project on Brahmaputra

Tells Beijing to ensure lower riparian states aren't affected

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 3

India continues to remain
engaged with China on its
plans to build a massive hydel
project on a tributary of the
Brahmaputra and has urged
Beijing to ensure that the
interests of lower riparian
states are not harmed.

“We have talken note and are
carefully monitoring theissue”
said External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Anurag Srivasta-
va during a media briefing here
on  Thursday The MEA
spokesperson was referring to
China’s plan to build a large
hydropower project on the
Yarlung Zangho river that has
rased concerns in India over
potential political and ecological
threats. The two downstream
riparian states n thisrespectare
India and Bangladesh.

“As a lower riparian state
with considerable established
user rights to the waters of the

HYDEL DEVELOPMENT LEGITIMATE RIGHT | CLOSELY MONITOR

= “We have taken note and are care-

mChinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Hua Chunying
said at a media briefingon
Thursday that “hydropower
development in the lower
reaches of Yarlung Zangho riv-
eris China's legitimate right”.
= “When it comes to use and
development of cross-horder
rivers, China always acts
responsibly,” she said.

= The MEA spokesperson was refer-

fully monitoring the issue,” said
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Anurag Srivastava.

ring to China's plan to build a large
hydropower project.on the Yarlung
Zangbo riverthat has
raised concems in India
over potential political
and ecological threats.

trans-border rivers, the Indian
government has consistently
conveyed its views and con-
cerns to the Chinese authori-
ties and urged them to ensure
that the interests of down-
stream states are not
harmed by any activities in
upstream areas,” he said.
The MEA put India’s con-
cerns in perspective by paint-
g out that it is a lower ripari-
an state with considerable user
rights to trans-boundary rivers.
China has been urged to
ensure that the downstream

interests are not harmed. In
response, the Chinese side has
conveyed that these are run-of-
river hydel prgjects and mvolve
no diversion of tiver waters.
“India intends to remain
engaged with China on trans-
border rivers to safeguard our
interests,” added Srivastava.
There is concern in India
that China will use the project
as a tool to promote a political
strategy in the region, with
their border conflict as the
backdrop, to potentially
restrict India's right to utilise

downstream water resources.
TheChinesesidesays China's
water tesource development
along the Yarlung Zan gho river
was put off for years due to
India’s protests. It says the
dam on the Yarlung Zangho
river can generate the largest
amount of power from the sec-
tion closest to the border.
Bedjing has also said India
should not have “any amaety”
over the project and it would
continue to have* gnod commu-
nication” with lower riparian
states - India and Bangladesh.
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THE longest bridge over
the Brahmaputra, which
has been cleared for con-
struction will become the
lynchpin of a giant trans-
Asian corridor that will
connect landlocked
Bhutan and Northeast In-
dia, with Dan Nang in
Vietnam.

The giant project show-
cases the growing strate-
gic partnership between
India and Japan, balanc-
ing China’s inroads in the
region. The ambitious
undertaking will also im-
pact several ASEAN
countries, especially
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Brahmaputra Bridge will link
Bhutan with Vietnam
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DHUBRI PHUlIBARl BRIDGE (REIs MODEL) .

SR

T The Eganti_c effort will merge two ﬁréﬁl initiatives - the
New Delhi-led India-Myanmar- Thailand trilateral highway and the

East-West, Economic Corridor (EWEC) marshalled by Japan
in partnership with-Thailand, Laos and Vietham

Myanmar, Thailand,
Cambodia and Laos. With
Bhutan at the back-end,
the 19-kilometre Dhubri-
Phulbari bridge connects
Dhubri in Assam with

Phulbari in Meghalaya.
The flagship project ac-
quired sharp focus after a
2018 agreement between
India and the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation

Agency (JICA), for the in-
frastructure development
of the north-east.

The gigantic effort will
merge two parallel initia-
tives - the New Delhi-led
India-Myanmar- Thailand
trilateral highway and the
East-West, Economic Cor-
ridor (EWEC) marshalled
by Japan in partnership
with Thailand, Laos and
Vietnam. The joint foray is
afusion of India’s "Act
East’ policy and Japan's
‘Free and Open Indo-Pa-
cific’ strategy. From the In-
dian end, the trilateral
highway starts in Manipur
from the border town of
Moreh, The Hindu re-
ported. Continued on Page 7
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Monsoon Magic
RAINFALL (UP TO NOV 2020)
STATE AVERAGE

Normal Actual ;
Rainfall(mm) Rainfall mnm) Y

839.8 | 1,257.7

1,017.6 762.3
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