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Heavy metal content in water
led to mystery illness in Andhra

ELIUTRT (AP}, DECEMBER &
Lead and nickel content in
drinking water and milk
was primarily established
as the root cause of the mys-
terious disease in Eluru city
of Andhra Pradesh, which
so far claimed one life and
left over 500 people sick.

Based on the preliminary
findings aof the expert teams
from AIIMS and other state
and Central institutions, health
officals presented a report to
Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy here on Tuesday:

A CMO release said lead
and nickel were found tobe
the causative agents for the
mysterious disease, citing a
report prepared by the
ATIMS experts.

The disease saw people sud-
denly falling unconscious
after suffering from fits and
nausea since Saturday night.

The symptoms, according
to GGH doctors, included a
bout of epilepsy for 3-5 min-
utes, memory loss for a few
minutes, anxiety, vomiting,
headache and back pain.

“More tests are being con-
ducted by Indian Institute of

LEAD, NICKEL FOUND IN SAMPLES: AlIMS

BThe disease saw people suddenly falling unconscious
after suffering from fits and nausea since December 5

B The symptoms included a bout of epilepsy for 3-5
minutes, memory loss for a few minutes, anxiety,
vomiting, headache and back pain

B | ead and nickel content in water and milk was primarily
established as root cause of the disease, said an AIIMS report

Chemical Technology and oth-
erinstitutes and theresults are
expected soon,” doctors said.
The Chief Minister direct-
ed the authorities to con-
duct a thorough investiga-
tion on the heavy metal
content in the patients’
bodies and constantly mon-
itor the treatment process”
the CMO release added.
Arcording to the health
autharities here, of the 505 per-
sons infected, over 370 had
recovered and another 120were
being treated n the hospital.
Another 19 people were
sent for better care to gov-
ernment  hospitals  in
Vijayvawada and Guntur.
Apart from = experts
deployed by the World
Health Organisation, a

three-member team drafted
by the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
arrived in Eluru on Tuesday
and went round the affected
areas to collect samples.

Deputy Chief Minister
{(Health) AK K Srinivas said
the affected people were
recovering well and there
was no need to panic.

“Full details as to what trig-
gered the mysterious disease
will be known only after the
Central agencies submit their
reports. Primarily, lead has
been found to be the cause of
the outbreak,” he said.

Aspecial sanitation drive was
undertaken in Eluru city and
in the adjoining rural pockets
and Denduluru from where
the cases were reported. — PT1
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Cold weather in N India, ‘yellow’
weather warning for Himachal

Minimum temperatures in Haryana & Punjab hovered above normal limits

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The higher
reaches of Kashmir received
snowfall for the second day on
Tuesday even as the meteoro-
logical department issued yel-
low weather warning for heavy
rain and snowfall in Himachal
Pradesh.

The minimum tempera-
tures in Haryana and Punjab
hovered above normal limits
with Chandigarh, the joint cap-
ital of the two states, recording
a low of 11.5 degrees Celsius,
the meteorological department
said.

Very dense fog covered
parts of Uttar Pradesh, where
Churk was the coldest at 8.3
degrees Celsius. Lucknow
recorded a minimum temper-
ature of 12.4 degrees Celsius,

Weather is most likely to
remain dry and shallow, and
moderate fog at isolated places
is very likely from Wednesd

An uml view of the fronn Phulktal river, which is a tributary of Indus river, s temperatures drop below

zero d in Leh, on Tuesday

to Friday, the weatherman said.

The meteorological depart-
ment has issued a yellow
weather warning for heavy
rain and snowfall in Himachal
Pradesh on Saturday.

The MeT centre Shimla
has forecast rains in plains and
low hills on Friday and Satur-

day, while rain and snowfall in
the middle and high hills from
Wednesday to Sunday.

The MeT issues colour-
coded warnings to alert the
public ahead of severe or haz-
ardous weather which has the
potential to cause “damage,

widespread disruption and/
or danger to life”. Yellow is the
least dangerous among the
weather warnings.

Meanwhile, weather
remained dry in the state in
the last 24 hours,

The tribal Lahaul and Spiti’s

administrative centre Keylong
continued to be the coldest
place in the state at minus 1.3
degrees Celsius on Tuesday,
Shimla MeT centre director
Manmohan Singh said.

The famous ski-resort of

Gulmarg and other higher

reaches of Kashmir receued
snowfall for the second day,
while the plains were lashed
by rains. The MeT said there
would be a decrease in precip-
itation in the Union territory
from Wednesday.

Snowfall continued in many
areas in the higher reaches of
the valley on Tuesday with
Gulmarg, in north Kashmir,
recording about seven inches
of fresh snowfall, officials said.

They said other areas like
Gurez, Mughal Road and
Zojilla axis on Srinagar-Leh
road also received fresh snow-
fall which was going on when
the last reports came in.

The officials said most
places in the plains of the Val-
ley received heavy rains which
continued this morning.

Gulmarg was the only
place in the Kashmir Valley to
record sub-zero temperatures
last night as the mercury there
settled at a low of minus 2.4
degrees Celsius, they said.

All the remaining weather
stations in the Valley, includ-
ing Pahalgam, recorded the
minimum temperature above
zero degrees Celsius, with the
night temperature in Srinagar
settling at a low of 2.4 degrees
Celsius, they added.
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Can’t pay 10K
flood relief:
GHMC’s U-turn

MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 8

Some bad news, citizens
of Greater Hvderabad.
People who were expect-
ing that the ruling Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) will resume its pro-
gramme of giving 10,000
flood relief to families
which have suffered loss-
es during the floods may
not get their anticipated
compensation.

After announcing on
Mondav that their offi-
cials will visit Nood-affect-
ed areas to conduct verifi-
cation of damaged homes
and families who have
suffered loses, post which
10,000 would be deposit-

ed directly into bank
accounts, the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal

Corporation (GHMC) has
taken a smooth U-turn,
and has now declared that
the civic body was “not
concerned with the pro-
viding of financial aid™.
Corporation officials
said they have not recei-
ved instructions or guide-
lines from the govern-
ment pertaining to field
verification. The GHMC
has appealed to the people
not to go to Mee Seva cen-
tres to apply for relief.
The TS government was
set to resume distribution
of 210,000 per family as
relief to those affected by
October floods in Greater
Hyderabad. The relief dis-
tribution was stopped by
the State Election Commi-
ssion (SEC) once the mod-
el code of conduct came
into effect consequent to

CORPORATION
officials said they have
not received instructions
or guidelines from the
government pertaining to
field verification.

THE GHMC has
appealed to the people
not to go to Mee Seva
centres to apply for relief.

scheduling of the GHMC
elections. The polls were
held on December 1 and
its results were annou-
need on December 4.

At that time, it was ann-
ounced that flood affected
families can apply for
relief at Mee Seva centres
after December 7. Benefic-
iaries thronged in large

numbers to file their
application on Monday
morning.

GHMC commissioner

D.5. Lokesh Kumar had
promised to people, say-
ing officials will wvisit
houses and conduct verifi-
cation of affected families,
after which money will be

deposited directly into
their bank accounts.
Disappointed  victims

left Mee Seva centres hop-
ing official would conduct
field inspections to pro-
vide financial aid.

Shockinglv, on Tuesday
the GHMC officials did a
smooth U-turn, sayving
they have been discon-
nected from field verifica-
tion and cash distribution
prior to 15 davs of poll
notification.

m Page 3: Probe will be
completed in 3 days: DIG
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An gerial view of the frozen
Phuktal river, which is a
tributary of Indus river, as
temperatures drop below
zero degrees in Leh,
Tuesday
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