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Release water: Chadha to Haryana

Times News NeTwonrk

New Delhi: Depleting water le-
velsinthe Yamunaand extremely
highlevels of ammoniain the wa-
ter released from Haryana conti-
nue to affect water supply in the
national capital, Delhi Jal Board
has said. Till Monday evening,

the ammonia level was three ti-
mes more than the treatable limit
but a downward trend was being
observed, senior officials said,

DJB has the capacity to tre-
at up to 0.9 ppm ammonia level
while 34 ppm pollutant con-
centration was being observed
at Wazirabad pondage area,

At the same time, the water
lewel in the river has also gong
down to 672,208, which is much
lower than the normal level
(674.5ft), affecting the operations
at both Wazirabad and Chandra-
wal water treatment plants.

DJB has approached Upper
Yamuna River Board over the
resolution of the matter. The
jal board has also sent a letter
to the Haryana irrigation de-
partment urging it to take ur-
gent steps to look into the wa-
ter problems faced by Delhi.

DJB vice-chalrman Raghav
Chadha said that they were ane
guished over the Haryana go-
vernment's abject response to
the depleting levels of water in
the Yamuna and hoped fora spee-
dy solution. “The continuons fall
inthelevel of Yamunaisamatter
of grave concern,” he added.
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Polavaram project may release
water for 2022 Kharif season

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, DECEMBER 14

THE POLAVARAM project is ex-
pected to release water for the
first time ahead of the 2022
Kharif season. Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Monday told officials
that work on the project should
be completed by December
2021 so that minor pending
work can be finished in two-
three months and water can be
released for Kharif season.

The Chief Minister con-
ducted an aerial survey of the
project construction site and
held a review meeting on con-
struction and rehabilitation
works.

At the review meeting, he as-
serted there is no change in the
height of the dam. He said reha-
bilitation works will be taken up

on priority basis. Rehabilitation
work with an estimated cost of
Rs 3,330 crore will be started in
flood-prone areas when water
storageisat41.5 m, he said. Later,
storage capacity will be in-
creased in a phased manner to
45,72 m, he said, and instructed
the officials to be prepared. The
officials said the work would be
completed by February or March
2021.

The Chief Minister asked of-
ficials to prepare an action plan
on alternative measures to avoid
shortage of drinking and irriga-
tion water to delta during the
closure of cofferdam gaps.

The officials said a commit-
tee is being set up to solve the
real- time problems during the
construction of the dam.
Irrigation officials, Polavaram
Project Authority and Central
Water Commission officials will
be part of the committee.
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BJP MPs, M1.As call
on Tomar, raise SYL

RaviS SinGgH

TRIEUNE NEWES SERVICE

NEW DELHI, DECEMEER 14

In the midst of the farmers’
agitation against the three
farm laws, BIP MPs and
MLAs from Haryana on Mon-
day submitted a memoran-
dum to Union Agriculture

Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar and Union Jal Shakt
Minister Gajendra Singh

Shekhawat. They also sought
the Centre's intervention for
early completion of the
stalled Sutlej-Yamuna-Link
(SYL) canal project and urged
the ministers to expedite con-
struction work for the three
dams — Renuka, Lakhawar
and Kisau — on upper reach-
&5 of the Yamuna river, which
aim to provide water to six
states, including Haryana.

While the delegation met
Tomar and submitted the
memaorandum, they submit-
ted a copy of it to
Shekhawat vide Union Min-
ister of State for Jal Shakti,
Rattan Lal Kataria.

Giving details of their
meeting with Tomar, MP
Dharambir Singh said they
told the minister that
Haryana must get its share
of 19 lakh acre feet from the
Ravi to Beas. The state has
not been getting water for

THE ISSUE

BThe demand for the SYL has
been reinvigorated by the
legislators of the ruling party
in Haryana at a time when
the farmers of Punjab are in
the vanguard of the agita-
tion against the farm laws

BThe SYL has traditionally
hyphenated Haryana and
Punjab; the issue has been
dominating political dis-
course and agriculture
dialectics in both states,
especially during elections

the past 45 years.

“The importance of the
river water meant for irriga-
tion is no less than that of
MSE" the leaders said in the
memorandum.“Hence, the
share of Haryana farmers'
water from Punjab must be
provided to them so that
fields of the state remain
verdant green,” the memo-
randum added. Dharambir
said a delegation of the leg-
islators would meet
Shekhawat tomorrow, as he
was out of town today.

BJP MPs Nayab Singh Sai-
ni, Sunita Duggal, Arvind
Sharma and General (retd)
DP Vats, among others, were
present when Dharambir
briefed reporters about their
meeting with Tomar.
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Panel set up for
protection of
water bodies

JAMM U, DECEMBER 14
The Jammu and Kashmir
administration on Monday
constituted an eight-mem-
ber committee for the iden-
tification, protection and
restoration of water bodies
“in the union territory.

The committee will be
headed by the administrative
secretary, Forest Ecology and
Environment Department,
and submit periodical reports
to the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board/secretary, Union
Ministry of Jal Shakti, a gov-
ernment order said.

The order, issued by Manoj
Fumar Dwivedi Commission-
er Secretary, General Adminis-
tration Department, said the
terms of reference include
identification and protection of
all water bodies and assigning
of unique identification num-

berstoeach one. — PTI
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1.3 lakh flood victims left in lurch

MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 14

The state government has
left over 1.3 lakh flood vic-
tims in the lurch if one
were to go by the data
made available by Mee
Seva centres.

Ironically, neither the
Greater Hyderabad Mun-
icipal Corporation (GH-
MC) nor the revenue depa-
rtment is claiming acco-
untability for the lapse.

The civic body in its offi-
cial release claimed that it
had deposited 210,000 into

the bank accounts of over
226 lakh victims while
applicants according to
Mee Seva data is at 3.52
lakh. Interestingly, the
applications pertain to
those  received from
November 16 to 19 3pm.
Even more surprising is
that no political leader is
raising the issue despite it
being on top of their elee-
tion agenda.

As per official data, the
GHMC distributed 210,000
cash to about 4.13 lakh
families and the govern-
ment deposited money

into 1.26 lakh flood-affect-
ed families. But according
to Mee Seva records it has
received as many as 3.52
lakh applications in those
four days. The relief distri-
bution was stopped by the
SEC in view of the code of
conduct for GHMC elec-
tion, which was held on
December 1.

The corporation appe-
aled to the people to apply
on December 7, three days
after the results were
declared. As a result bene-
ficiaries queued up in
large numbers to file their

application on Monday
morning. The GHMC rele-
ased an official statement
by commissioner D.S. Lok-
esh Kumar saying that
officials would visit hous-
es and conduct verifica-
tion of the affected fami-
lies, after which the
money will be deposited
directly into their bank
accounts. Mee Seva offi-
cials said that they have
not received a single appli-
cation after December 7.

M Page 2: GHMC claims it
deposited ¥17.33 crore
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|: Major Project :|

17 STPs coming up
along River Musi

Will have a total treating capacity of 376.5 MLD

Master Plan

Location- Capacity (MLD) ““

37.00 [¢

KUKATPALLY
Ambar Cheruvu, Pragathi Nagar
Chinna Maisamma Cheruvu
.50 Fathe
Nalla Cheruvu, Kukatpally Nagar
50 100.00

Khajakunta
I >>.00

Yellammakunta Lake, Jaya Nagar
13.50

QUTBULLAPUR

Vennelagadda,
5 00 G iN Chi

14-00 Shivalaya

S SANDEEP KUMAR
HYDERABAD

As part of its efforts to en-
sure flow of treated water
into the Hussain Sagar and
to decentralise sewage
treatment in the city, the
Hyderabad Metropolitan
‘Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (HMWSSE) has initi-
ated work on setting up 17
Sewage Treatment Plants
(STP) along River Musi and
on the Kukatpally Nala
catchment with a total treat-
ing capacity of 376.5 million
litres a day (MLD). The ini-
tiative is being taken up as
part of the Hussain Sagar
catchment development
under the sewerage im-
provement project and Sew-
erage Master Plan of the Hy-
derabad Urban
Agglomeration area,

Apart from the Banjara,
Picket and Balkapur nalas,
the Kukatpally nala is one of
the major inflow channels
into the Hussain Sagar.
About 155 MLD of sewage

Cheruvu,

LELT]
Gutta

water flow into the Hussain
Sagar through the Kukat-
pally mnala. Along with
sewage, a lot of trash, plastic
waste and other effluents
too flow into the Ilake
through the nala.

Municipal Administra-
tion and Urban Develop-
ment Minister KT Rama
Rao had directed the
HMWSSE to initiate meas-
ures to arrest the flow of
sewage and ensure flow of
clean water in the nala. Cur-
rently, HWMSSB treats 772
ML} of waste water
through 25 STPs in different
areas. While most of cities
are equipped to treat only
20 to 30 per cent of the sew-
erage generated, the
HMWSSE is treating nearly
43 per cent in the city. In the
Greater Hyderabad Munici-
pal Corporation (GHMCQC)
limits, nearly 1,781 MLD of
sewage is generated, of
which about 772 MLD is
treated through the
HI_\‘/:IIWSSB’S STPs, officials
said.

Miyapur Patel Cheruvu
1 Gangaram Cheruvu
mm Mullakathuva Cheruvu
e Kamuni Cheruvu
msm Durgam Cheruvu
= Khajaguda

The ideais to decentralise
the treatment of murky
water in the city. At present,
the sewage water is treated
at Amberpet, Nagole and
other STPs. Under this ini-
tiative, HMWSSB is now
working on construction,
installation, testing and
commissioning of 17 STPs
with a total capacity of 376.5
MLI,

These STPs will be
equipped with Sequential
Batch Reactors process
technology and will come
up at various locations. As
part of agreements, the en-
tire units will come with a
warranty period of two
years for equipment and in-
strumentation from the date
of commissioning of the
plant, including manning,
cgperation and maintenance
for a period of 15 years.
More importantly, the foun-
dation of all the units will be
designed in a way to facili-
tate upliftment in the future
as STPs are located near the
foreshore of water bodies.
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