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52 waterbodies vanishin Faridabad

BHARTESH SINGH THAKUR
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 15
Once there used to be 77
waterbodies in Faridabad dis-
trict of Haryana. Over the
years, many failed to exist
due to various reasons. While
some were acquired by the
Haryana Shehri Vikas Prad-
hikaran (earlier HUDA) for
carving out sectors, a few
were converted into burial
grounds. At one place there is
a public road now while there
are schools, parks, temples,
cowshed and water pumping
stations at other places.

The Haryana Government
submitted this information

Roads,schools, parks
have come up at sites
encroachedupon

to the NGT where a case has
been filed for restoration of
waterbodies.

The Haryana Pond and
Waste Water Management
Authority (HPWWMA) told
the NGT that only 25 water-
bodies could be revived
while 52 had already been
encroached upon.

The NGTwastold thatat 11
dry pond sites, the HSVP
had either planned or devel-
oped sectors. Now, houses

and plots exist at the sites.

Regarding three waterbod-
ies, it said in 1995, the then
CM Bhajan Lal had allotted
these as burial sites to the
Muslim community.

At one site, owned by the
PWD (B&R), there is a public
road while another place (5.31
acres) was allotted to Aggarwal
Pracharini Sabha in 1991. The
NGT Bench headed by chair-
person Justice Adarsh Kumar
Goel had called for an action
taken report in the matter on
March 5. The HPWWMA told
the NGT that 25 waterbodies
could be restored after
receipt of approvals and
funds by December 31, 2021.
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SAVING | OTHER EARTH Rice cultivation uses 30-40% of the world’s freshwater

switch to aerobic from

Drip irrigation to make rice eco-friendly

ARI RABINOVITCH
JERUSALEM, DEC. 15

An Israeli company has
developed a ;irip irriga-
tion system for growi
rice to replace the ﬂoodgg
paddies that have sup-
plied the world with rice
for generations but cause
asurprising level of dam-
age to the environment.

Rice is the staple food
for more than half the
global population, but its
cultivation uses 30-40 per
cent of the world’s fresh-
water and is responsible
for 10 per cent of man-
made emissions of green-
house gas methane,
according to the UN-
backed Sustainable Rice
Platform.

Netafim, a company
that pioneered drip irri-

gation decades ago to
grow produce like pota-
toes and melons across
Israel's challenging arid
landscape, has just fin-
ished a pilot scheme
using its technology on

1,000 hectares (2,470
acres) of rice fields in
locations from Europe to
southern Asia.

At one such location, at
La Fagiana farm in north-
east Italy, two fields, side-

by-side, grow a high qual-
ity rice for risotto. One is
flooded, covered entirely
by up to 15 cm of water to
maintain temperatures
and keep away weeds.
The other is criss-
crossed with perforated
pipes delivering to the
roots precise amounts of
water amounting to less
than half the gquantity
used on the flooded field.
“We want to increase

the production without
increasing water use or
lowering quality,” said
Michele Conte, whose
family has managed La
Fagiana for decades and
who has adopted the
Netafim system on some
of his land.

For three years the drip
irrigation has vielded
rice on par and at times
even better quality than
the flooded paddies, he
said. It also allows them
to rotate crops through-
out the year.

Netafim said it had to
learn from scratch how to
achieve the same yield as
flooding and it took a
decade to create a new
protocol for watering, fer-
tilizing and planting rice
with drip irrigation.

The growing conditions

anaerobic, which means
methane emission “goes
to zero,” said CEO Gaby
Miodownik.

Conte said the schedule
for treating the rice still
needs some fine tuning
but that it has become a
selling point for environ-
mentally concerned cus-
tomers.

The initial investment
in pipes, pumps and fil-
ters could be expensive
for farmers whose profit
margins are, for the most
part, already thin,

But the shift away from
flooding is expected to
gain traction and compa-
nies like India's Jain
Irrigation are developing
drip irrigation packages
for rice as well.

— Reuters
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Yogi govt opens doors for
growth in sugarcane, wheat
farming in Bundelkhand

OUR CORRESPONDENT

LUCKNOW: The Yogi govern-
ment has sowed the seeds of jobs
in the ravines of Bundelkhand.
Unemployed youths are now
finding their hopes and aspira-
tions turning into reality by the
efforts of the state government.

The state government has
allotted land in Chitrakoot for
setting up industry for British
company AB Mauri. With an
investment of Rs 400 crores, the
company is going to make the
largest yeast production center
in Bundelkhand. The world’s
largest yeast producing com-
pany, is also going to become
the biggest source of employ-
ment for the youth.

The company will provide
direct employment to more
than 5 thousand youths, while
more than 25 thousand people
will have indirect business and
employment opportunities.

The ravines of Bundelkhand,
which were hitherto infamous
for the notorious dacoits are
now turning into an employ-
ment hotspot and thanks to the
efforts of the Yogi government,
smiles are returning to the peo-
ple in this impoverished area.

British company
AB Mauri, with
an investment of
Rs 400 crores, is
going to make
the largest yeast
production center
in Bundelkhand

UPSIDA has allotted 68
acres of land to the British
company AB Mauri in Bar-
garh, Chitrakoot as part of the
process of providing industrial _
investment and employment in
Bundelkhand.

The company applied in
November 2020 in UPSIDA
through Invest Mitra, in view
of the Yogi government’s new
industrial investment policy
and the simple process of ease
of doing business.

Taking this proposal of
investment in Bundelkhand
forward, the state government
accepted the mega unit appli-
cation and allotted the land
through Nivesh Mitra in a
record time of 15 days.




GUWAHATI

STUDENTS of IIT Guwahati and
alumni of NIT Silchar and Dibru-
garh Universities in Assam have
developed a multi-lingual smart-
phone application, AgSpeak, for
farmers to manage their crops.
The agri-tech start-up which is
free for small farmers hasbeen de-
veloped with the goal of optimis-
ing in-farm productivity through
Artificial Intelligence (AI), a press
release issued by IIT, Guwahati
said.

The start-up has been co-
founded by Siddhartha Bora (NIT
Silchar alumnus), Manik Mittal
(IIT Guwahati student), Akash
Sharma (IIT Guwahati student),
Nitin Chauhan (II'T Guwahati stu-
dent), Dhritiman Talukdar (NIT
Silchar alumnus), and Kookil Pran
Goswami (Dibrugarh University
alumnus).

This application will help the
farmers in making decisions and
managing farm activities by the
click of a single button on their
smartphone or computer. IIT Di-
rector Prof T G Sitharam said that
it is a matter of immense pride
that "our students are working to
bring out a state-of-the-art tech-
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lIT-Guwahati develops AgSpeak
to help farmers manage crops
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AgSpeak considers up to 20 local crop
parameters which are key indicators of their
health like temperature, rainfall, sunlight hours,
soil health status, among others, to alert
farmers about probable crop threats in advance

nology for the farmers of our
country”.

'AgSpeak’ is multilingual and
hasan option of Assamese and this
feature is a first among all the agri-
tech applications available in the
market, the release said. The ap-
plication considers up to 20 local

crop parameters which are keyin-
dicators of their health like tem-
perature, rainfall, sunlight hours,
soil health status, among others,
to alert farmers about probable
crop threats in advance and sug-
gest best practices to tackle the
problems, hence optimising the

resources used and maximising
productivity. The app along with
the Internet of Things (I0T) hard-
ware has been tested for the past
three months with 500 farmers
and two tea estates and some of
the major breakthroughs were
precise prediction about blights in
potoatoes, tea mosquito bug along
with water stress in winter crops
which are a major concern for
farmers and can cause major crop
damages, if not controlled in time,
the release said.

Nearly 250 farmers have al-
ready been provided hands on
training in utilising the full poten-
tial of the app and its user friend-
liness and multilingual features
make it extremely easy for farmers
to use. Major commercial users of
the product include commercial
plantation farms like tea gardens,
lemon orchards and grape vine-
yards.

AgSpeak is free for small farm-
ers and there is a system forin-app
purchases like soil testing and
agri-doctor consultation. Besides,
the IOT devices can be rented on
monthly /yearlybasis by commer-
cial farms to further enhance pre-
cision farm management, the re-
lease said.
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