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Srisailam unit to run
at full power in June

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 17

The Telangana Power
Generation Corporation (TS
Genco) has finalised its
action plan to restart all the
six units of the %00 MW
Srisailam Left Bank Power
House to generate electrici-
ty in June next vear

The six units of the under-
ground power plant were
damaged during the fire
accident at the plant in
Angust, in which nine per-
sons were Killed.

TS Genco Chairman and
Managing Director D.
Prabhakar Rao inspected
the revival work at the
power plant and finalised

the action plan.

According to TS Genco,
operations in two units have
resumed and 300 MW of
power was being generated.
Another unit would be
ready by December-end, and
two more by March next.

Works on the fourth unit
of the plant, which suffered
the worst damage due to the
fire, will be completed by
June 2021,

It was said that the genera-
tor and transformers for the
fourth unit were being
installed. When all units are
ready, the hydel power
project can generate 900

MW of electricity by
the reversible pumping
method.
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Research suggests disturbance from North Atlantic
could be reason why monsoon derails in August

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: A planetary
wave from the North Atlan-
te is capable of derailing the
Indian monsoon in ust, a

study by the Indian Institute of

Sciences (I15¢), Bengaluru, has
suggested.

A team from the Centre for
Atmospheric and Oceanic Si-
ences (CAOS) of the [15¢ car-
ried out the research, supported

in part by the Department of

Science and Technology (DST)
under their climate change
programme.

The research showed that in
the past century, Indian mon-
soon droughts that eccurred
in non-El Ni o years were
sub-seasonal as against El Ni
o droughts where the deficit
persists throughout the season.

The research team anal-

the two categories of droughts
from 1900 to 2015 and noticed
dramatic differences in the evo-
lution of rainfall deficit.
Rainfall deficit in EINi o
droughts sets in early around
mid-June and becomes pro-
gressively worse. By mid-
August, the deficit is very high
and spreads across the country,
with no sign of recovery, the

study revealed. During non-EL
Ni o droughts there is a mod-
erate decrease in June rainfall,
followed by signs of recovery
during mid-Tuly to mid- August
? the peak of the season.

However, in late August,
there is an abrupt and steep fall
in rainfall, resulting in drought
conditions.

“We tried to trace this late
August break to a forcing agent

or system that influences the
behaviour over India. We
looked at the winds that were
prevalent in these non-El MNi
o drought years,” a statement
issued by the 115c quoted Jai
Sukhatme, associate professor
al CAOS and one of the senior
authors, as saying.

The interaction between
upper-level winds and deep
cyclonie vorticity anomalies
located abowve anomalously
cold North Atlantic waters
during late August to early
September results in an atmo-
spheric disturbance, explained
WV Venugopal, assodate profes-
sor at CAOS and a co-author.

“Thiz disturbance, a Rossby
wave, curves in towards India
and, apparently squeezed in
by the Tibetan Plateau, dis
rupts the flow of the monsoon
winds,” he said.
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Down the drain

Delhi, others must act urgently, or Yamuna remains maili

2015 NATIONAL Green Tribunal (NGT) judgment formed the basis of

the Maili se Nirmal Yamuna Revitalization Project that aimed to bring

down the soaring pollution levels of the river; by 2018, a total spend of

34,000 crore on the project was envisaged. That kind of spending on
the river,you would expect,would have helped make the river significantly cleaner,
but a study commissioned by the NGT Monitoring Committee for the River
Yamuna now says “through theyears 2015-2020, itis observed that there is no sig-
nificant change in the water quality of river Yamuna with respect to DO (dissolved
oxygen), pH, BOD (biological oxygen demand) and FC (faecal coliform)”. It points
toinstances of ‘algal bloom or eutrophication’indicating high organicload in the
river.The monitoring committee is appreciative of the steps taken by various gov-
ernments but notes that the measures with regards to cleaning up of the river
have been marginal.

Thereisalegacyof decades of efforts lagging intention when it comes to the clean-
ing up of the river. The first action committee for the riverwas set upin 1993, but the
riverremainsas polluted as ever. Delhiis onlyable to treat 63% of its total daily sewage
load. This does not take into account the sewage from unauthorised colonies—the
monitoring committee talks of 561 unauthorised colonieswithout proper sewage sys-
tems.More important,even the sewage treatment plants that have been installed have
notbeen operatingatideallevels.Ananalysis shows that till October thisyear, less than

a third of the sewage treatment plants were meeting the 2016 standards set by the
government fortreatment. Moreover,many of these plantswere operating at half their
capacity. How dire the problem is evident from an analysis of the monitoring com-
mittee saying that even if Delhi were to treat its entire sewage generated to the best of
standards, the river’s waters are not going to be of bathing quality. In order to achieve
this, the environmental flow—the quantity and quality of freshwater required to sus-
tain natural ecosystems and human livelihood and well-being—has to increase man-
ifold. Despite the NGT highlighting this, little has been done,and most policies seem
tobeata consultative stage.

While renegotiating water-sharing agreements so that there is more flow down-
stream, there is an urgent need to create incentive structures and implement the pol-
luter-pays principle. Delhiand adjoining states seem tobe in nomood toimprove work-
ing standards. The issue of charging households for sewage treatment has not been
implemented since 2015,and the monitoring committee believes Delhi has no con-
crete plan to implement any of its proposals. In one case, it says “it cannot accept the
timelines given by DJB as there are several imponderables and there is no zeal to cut
shortdelays” Until the NGT or the courtsimpose costs on governmentsand errant par-
ties, the situation may not change on the ground.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Statesman 18-December-2020

Indiacommitted to Teesta interimaccord, Modi tells Sheikh Hasina

ASHOK TUTEJA
MEW DELHI, 17 DECEMBER

At avirtual summit with his
Bangladesh counterpart
Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Moditoday reit-
erated Indids sincere commit-
ment and continued efforts’
tocompletetheinterim water
sharing arrangement forthe
Teesta river as the two lead-
ers announced a series of
steps to further strengthen
trade, connectivity, border
management and cultural
cooperation between the
neighbouring countries.
MrModi'sassuranceonthe
Teestaissue cameafter Sheikh
Hasina highlighted the need
for early signing of an inter-
imagreementas agreed upon

by the two governments in
2011 when the then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
couldnotinkitduringhisvisit
to Dhaka due to opposition
fromWest Bengal chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee.
MrModisaid Bangladesh
was a 'significant pillar’ of
India's NeighbourhoodFirst’
policy. It has been his gov-
ernment'’s priority to bring
depth and strength in ties
with Bangladesh, he added
andpointed to the resolution
of the land boundary issue.
Sheikh Hasina said India
wasatruefriend of Bangladesh
and expressed her gratitudeto
the country and the Indian
Army for their support during
the 1971 liberation war.
Ajointstatementissued at

Mr Madi said Bangladesh was a 'significant pillar'
of India's ‘Neighbourhood First' policy and
accepted Sheilch Hasina’ s invitation to visit
Bangladesh in March to join celebrations mark-

ing 50 years of Bangladesh’ s independence.

The two countries signed seven
accords in diver

Modi and Sheikh

announced as a series of steps

= =
to strengthen trade, connec- k3
tivity, border management

and cultural cooperation
between the neighbours.

theendof the surmmit said the
two leaders held comprehen-
sive discussionson all aspects
of bilateralrelations, and ex-
changedviews onregional and
international issues befare
their two countries signed
seven accords in diverse fields.

The two leaders also jointly
restored a pre-1965 rail link
between Haldibari (India)
and Chilahati (Bangladesh).

The two leaders jointly
unveiled a commemorative
postalstampissued by India
onthe occasion of birth cen-

tenary of BangabandhuSheikh
Mujibur Rahman. Mr Modi
thanked Bangladesh forissu-
ing a stamp in honour of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Mr Modi also accepted
Sheikh Hasina's invitation to
visit Bangladeshin personin
March 2021 to join the cel-
ebrations of the 50th anniver-
sary of Bangladeshs Inde-
pendence and 50 years of
bilateral diplomatic relations.

Inthe contextof Covid-19,
MrModi assured Sheikh Hasi-
nathatvaccineswouldbe ma-
de available to Bangladesh as
and when producedin India.

The two leaders agreed to
facilitate completion of bor-
derfencing atall pending se-
ctors at the international bo-
rder between the countries

beginning from the Tripura-
Bangladeshsector. They agreed
thattheloss of civilian livesat
theborderwasa matterofcon-
cem anddirected theborder
forces concernedtoenhance
coordinate measures to work
towards bringing such border
incidents to zero.

Recognising that terrorism
remained a threat to global
peace and security, they reit-
erated their strong commit-
ment toeliminatingthe men-
acein allits forms and man-
ifestations.

Both sides emphasised
simplifying people-to-people
movement between the two
countries. Sheikh Hasina
requested for early imple-
mentation ofIndia’s commit-
ment to remove remaining

restrictionson entry/exit from
land ports in India for Ba-
ngladeshis travelling onvalid
documentsinaphased man-
ner,beginningwith checkpoints
atAkhaura (Tripura) and Gho-
jadanga (West Bengal).

The two Prime Ministers
directed officials to expedi-
tiouslyconclude theongoing
joint study on the prospects
of entering into abilateral Co-
mprehensive Economic Part-
nership Agreement (CEPA).

To facilitate better con-
nectivity andsimplify move-
mentof passengers and goods
between both the countries,
both leaders agreed to an
early operationalisation of
the BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Indiaand Nepal) MotorVehi-
cles Agreement.
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