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State hailed
forexecuting
hydrology
projectwell

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20

The Union Jal Shakti Min-
istry, while reviewing the
Mational Hydrology Project
MHP), has lauded the
Haryana Government’s
efforts towards the effective
implementation of the project.

Union Minister of State for
Jal Shakti Rattan Lal Kataria,
who co-chaired the meeting,
stated that Haryana is among
the top 10 performing statesin
terms of the percentage of
fund utilisation.

The NHP was started in 2016
as a Central sector scheme
with 100 per cent grant to
implementing agencies with a
budget outlay of Rs. 3,680
crore to be spent over a period
of eight years.

The project aims at improwv-
ing the extent, reliability and
accessibility of information
related to water resources and
to strengthen the capacity of
water resource management
nstitutions in India. The effi-
cient and reliable information
paves the way for an effective
water resource development
and management.

During the meeting, which
was chaired by Union Jal
Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, the min-
istry was of the view that the
project, in its mid-term, had
made significant progress in
the fields of water resource
monitoring system, water
resource information sys-
tem, water resource opera-
tion and planning systems,
institutional capacity
enhancement and trainings

in the country. — TNS
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33,400 cr drinking water project
to finally see light of the day

Larrr MoHAN

DHARAMSALA, DECEMBER 20
The Rs 3400-crore BRICS
bank project of the Irrigation
and Public Health (IPH)
Department that has been
hanging fire for the pastabout
three years may finally see
the light of day. The project
for drinking water schemes
in Himachal Pradesh had hit
the roadblock.

Department officials were
suspecting that China was
blocking the funding due to
the presence of the Dalai
Lama and the Tibetan govern-
ment-in-exile in Kangra dis-
trict. The department was to
receive Rs 698 crore underthe
phase-I of the project. The
department had also allotted
tenders for various works.
However, the New Develop-
ment Bank (NDB) team nev-

TO BE IMPLEMENTED SOON

IPH Secretary Vikas Labroo said the project would be imple-
mented soon. He said earlier, 22 water supply schemes
were included in the project. However of these, eight
schemes were then included in Jal Jivan Mission of the Gow-
ernment of India. Now again, 24 schemes, 13 of which had
already been approved, had beensent to the New Develop-
ment Bank (NDB) and approval for them was expected soon

er visited the state.

Sources told The Tribune
that at a recent meeting, offi-
cials from the Union Min-
istry of Finance had asked
the officials of the IPH
Department to rework the
project. The ministry offi-
cials had suggested the IPH
officials to exclude Kangra
distriet, expecting that its
exclusion might end China's
resistance against the fund-
ing for Himachal.

The sources here said initial-
Iy China had objected to fund-

ing of the prgjects by the NDB
in both Himachal and Uttarak-
hand, citing border disputes
with India in both the states.
However, laterthe Ministry of
External Affairs had clarified
that there were no border dis-
pute with China in Himachal.
Despite that, China had not
allowed the NDB to release
the sanctioned loan to the
state. But now both had
reached the consensus.

IPH Secretary Vikas Labroo
said the project would be
implemented soomn.
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DJB plans new plants to tackle
high ammonia levels in Yamuna

h—-ﬁﬂl@tmzsnruup Com

New Delhd: Over the next 12
months, Delhi Jal Board
(DJB)will be quadrupling the
ammaonia treatment capacity
at its plants. Even though the
time during which water usu-
ally gets contaminated is yet
to cotme, the city has already
faced three prolonged poriods
of Ineresse inammonia levels
in the Yamuna, which has af-
fected water supply over the
past ane and a half months.
Every year, the capital wit-
nesses frequent instances of
increased levels of ammonia
and industrial poliutants in the
Yarrura, leading to shutting

nmuhnlsumam%yaqw
terof thecity's drinking water:
DJE has repeatedly argu-

ad that the source of thess
pollutanis lies Ekm upstire-
am in Panipat Industrial
Area, which is outsldeDelhi's
jurisdiction. While the de-
mand fior shutting down the
dyingundts in Panipatis repe-
ated everv few months, no
permanent solution has been
foumnd to the problem till date.
A senior DJB official said
the pew canation ks wonll
Eq._up Fhe ity i doal with 90-
o of ammonia-hilke eplse-
du}s. Wewill bealdetotreat raw
water with ammaonia levels up
todppm. Currenthy, we can only
treal waiber g to0.Sppem Ao
nia levels, The chiorination

plants need to beshut. The use-
al meximum ammonia levels
observed are 2-3.6ppm,” added

mummcmclﬂmmwnelmts Ly

= Ozonnthon wiits 1o

be set up at

Wazirabad and

Chandrawal water

treatment plants;

Chlarination process

used at present 3

» 0.5 parts per million

(ppm) s the upper

limit of ammonia,

according to Bureay

of Indian Standards

= Up to 0.9 ppm

ammonia can be

treated, toxlc cancer-
| rcausing byproducts

like chioramines

produced beyond this T

» Once azonation Solution

units are set ug, = Increase in ammania and » Besides upgrading treatmant

treatment limit will industrial waste In the Yamuna plants, reinforcement of wall

Increase up to 4 ppm; between drain 6 at Panipat,

DB claims it will which carries industrial waste,

handle 5% aof that feed on raw river water and drain 8, which carries raw

“r“mr‘m » The two plants supply quarter of water, heading towards Delhi

i Delhi's 935 MGD water supply » Crachdown on Panipat

» Both plants being B claims source of ammenia is wnits releasing untreated

upgraded: old units to g5k wpstream at dying and industrial  Industrial waste

be used till project unéts in Panipat, which release 3 Regular monitoring of

completed untreated Industrial waste in the river  ammaonia levels upstream
the official. Aecording to Bue  new plant will take two and 8 particulady vulnerable. In the
reaut of Indian Standards, the  half years to be completed. the  past, DJB had also demandes
upper limit of ammonis in  ozomation units will be made  veinforcement of the kuccha
raw water shoubd be 05ppm. within eight monthe. The ten-  wall betweon dradn 6 in Pani-

Charsdrawal ard Wazirabad — der for the new plant af Waeirs-  pat, which carries Industrial
plants, which supply 23 mil- bad will be issued soon and  waste, and dimin B which
lion gallons per day (MGD) of e ozonation unitwillbeready  carries raw water towards Del-
the total 530 MGD of the cliy’s  inl2months,"saidtheofficial ki, However, Haryana Pollu-
water, arebainguperadad. “The DJB's letters to pollution  tlen Comtrol Board and Harya-
oponation chamberswillbema:  control boardsforacrackdown nairrigation department heve
dofirst. The capacity of Chand-  on the sources of pollution ha-  repeatedly denied that tntres.
rawal plant is being increased  venotledtothedesiredresults.  ted  industrial  waste  was
from 95 to 105 MGD: While the  Panipatdrains 1, 2, 6and Bare  beingreleased in thedrains.
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|: Farm Season

LMD water
released to ayacut

Around 4.63L acres under cultivation upstream of the project

Water being released from Lower Manair Dam through Kakatiya canal on Sunday.

STATE BUREAU
KARIMNAGAR

Bringing cheer to farmers,
irrigation officials on Sun-
day released water from
Lower Manair Dam to its ay-
acut through Kakatiya canal.
SRSP assistant engineers
Kalidas and  Vamshi
switched on the button at
the head regulator torelease
water,

To increase in

phased manner

Speaking on the occasion,
they said said 500 cusecs of
water was being released
through Kakatiya canal and
this would be increased to
4,000 cusecs in a phased
manner, The water release
will continue till March 31,
following the eight days ‘on’

and seven days ‘off system,
they said, and urged the
farmersto utilise water judi-
ciously and to cultivate Irri-
gated Dry (ID) crops.

Though water was sched-
uled to be released from the
project from December 15, it
was postponed followingre-
quests from farmers,

Ministers from the dis-
trict Eatala Rajender, Kop-
pula Eashwar and Gangula
Kamalakar finalised the date
for water release at a meet-
ing with SRSP officials held
in Hyderabad recently.

89 tmc water available

Out of 90.131 tmc capacity,
89.212 tmc water is available
in SRSP, Meanwhile, 22.665
tme of water is available in
LMD as against its storage
capacity of 24,034 tmc,

Since adequate water was
available in the projects,
SRSP officials decided to re-
lease water to it ayacut,

A total 0f 13,33,640 acres
are under cultivation under
SRSP, While 4,62,920 acres
are under cultivation up-
stream of LMD, the remain-
ing 8,70,720 acres are down-
stream,

Out of 870,720 acres,
5,05,720 acres is being culti-
vated under stage-I in Kari-
mangar, and Warangal dis-
tricts. In stage-II, the
remaining 3,635,000 acres is
being cultivated in Kham-
mam and Nalgonda dis-
tricts.

Since adequate water is
available in SRSP project,
officials are planning to sup-
ply water to tail-end areas
too.
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Centre plans to measure
depth of Himalayan glaciers
to assess water availability

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: As global
warming affects the Himala-
yas, the Ministry of Earth Sci-
ences is planning to measure
the depth of glaciers in the
region to assess their volume
and gauge the water available in
them, officials said on Sunday.

The project will start next
summer, sometime in June-
July, said, M Rajeevan, the min-
istry’s secretary.

Ravichandran, the Director
of the National Centre for Polar
and Ocean Research (NCPOR),
which will execute the project,
said the country’s remote and
high-altitude research centre,
Himansh, is also studying the
Himalayan climate.

The centre was established
in 2016.

“The plan is to first study
seven glaciers in the Chandra
river basin,” he said.

The Chandra river is a
major tributary of the Chenab
river which itself is a tributary
of the Indus.

The Himalayan glaciers
are a major source of water for
rivers originating from there.
The Himalayan rivers are also

a lifeline for the Indo-Gangetic
plains, home to several million
people.

The NCPOR director said
while the area of the glaciers
is already known with the help
of satellites, what needs to be
known is the volume.

“The purpose of study-
ing the depth of the glaciers
is to understand the volume.
This will also help us under-
stand the availability of water
and whether the glaciers are
increasing or shrinking.” Ravi-
chandran added.

He said they will be using
a radar technology that uses
microwave signals. It can pen-
etrate through the ice and reach
the rocks, something which the
satellite images cannot do. The
signals, after reflecting on the
rocks can help understand the
depth.

“The US and the UK have
the technology. So, we will be
taking help of that technology,”
Ravichandran added.

At first, the plan is to
use helicopters that will
carry these radars. Once suc-
cessful, subsequent studies
would be carried out in the rest
of the Himalayas.
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The whole
exercise has to
be done in such
a way that water
should be made
everybody’s
business. Since
huge money is
pumped adequate
safeguards are
inbuilt in the
operational part
of the scheme.
Money transfer
can be tracked at
any time
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A people’s movement

Scale of the Jal Jeevan Mission’ necessitates the citizenry of India joining hands with
the Government in order to supply water to 18 crore households by 2024

he Ministry of Jal

Shakti, Government

of India is launching

a massive scheme
with a huge outlay of Rs 3.60
lakh crore to provide protected
water supply to 18 crore house-
holds by 2024 with the active
involvement of the commu-
nities through Panchayati Raj
institutions. It is not an casy
task to enable the community
to participate in the imple-
mentation of the new scheme
‘Jal Jeevan Mission’ as the
stakeholders, the people have
been oriented to perceive that
they are either beneficiaries
of a government scheme or
petitioners to the government
if the benefits are not reach-
ing them. Never have people
been conscientised to act as
responsible and dignified citi-
zens. Against this background,
the new scheme has been
announced. Yet the Govern-
ment of India has determined
and committed to making this
scheme reality as housing, toi-
lets, electricity, cooking gas,
health care, financial inclu-
sion, social security, roads
and broadband connectivity
schemes implemented. The
guidelines for implement
tion prepared by the Minis-
try gives hope that it would
reach the masses as people
have witnessed the water busi-
ness, water market and water
mafia and soar over the way
in which the water issues are
handled by the state govern-
ments so far,

The programme is con-
ceived in such a manner to
deliver water supply to the
households on a regular basis
in adequate quantity and of
prescribed quality. It is not a
dream but reality as the Gov-
ernment sets certain pro-
cesses and procedures based
on the past experience. There

is already an initiative ‘Jal
Shakti Abhiyan, an intensive
campaign in water-stressed
districts to harmonise water
conservation efforts of all the
stakeholders. So far, India has
achieved only 20 per cent in
providing piped water sup-
ply to houscholds. Hence the
Government has to ensure 80
per cent in the years to come
before 2024. It is to be noted
that in a country like India
providing water supply to all
households on a sustainable
basis is not an ordinary task as
in India, 256 districts and 1592
blocks are declared as water-
stressed. Without the active
cooperation of the state gov-
er local gover

communities, community-
based organisations, media
and academic institutions,
this scheme will not reach the

e

o -
So far, India has achieved only 20 per cent in providing piped water supply to households

intended goals.
To achieve the target, the Jal
hakti Ministry has prey d
the guidelines to operati
the scheme by providing all
safeguards based on the expe-
rience in the past while imple-

can be evolved in every gram
panchayat with the active sup-
port of academic institutions
through “Unnath Bharat Abhi-
g:n 2.0° A support agency can

created for that purpose to
help every village panchayat

menting water supply sch

to i the scheme. A

The scheme adeq ly recog-
nised the role of Panchayati Raj
in implementing the scheme
with the active participation of
the people. It apparently gives
a sense that it is a water sup-
ply scheme but in reality, it is
more than that. It adequately
provides the opportunity to
plan for water conservation
activities to enable water sup-
ply on a sustainable basis. By
using the Gram Panchayat
Development plan including
labour budgeting in MGN-
REGA, a comprehensive natu-
ral resource management plan

p sive village devel-
opment plan has to be pre-
pared in which activities can
be included to desilt the water
bodies available in the pan-
chayats including the inlet and
outlet channels to enable the
water bodies to get adequate
water during the rainy season.
Massively water conservation
activities have to be carried out
through the scheme.

The whole exercise has to
be done in such a way that
water should be made every-
body’s business. Since huge
money is pumped adequate

safeguards are inbuilt in the
operational part of the scheme.
Money transfer can be tracked
at any time. It is interesting that
total independence is being
iven to local bodies to fix
levy for water supply. To do all
the activities, people have to be
mobilised sensitised, conscien-
tised and enabled to participate
in the scheme from planning to
impl ion and auditing
socially the same. It is almost
a peoples movement and it has
to be created to achieve success
in the scheme. It is to be noted
that in the Kerala transforma-
tive process, three movements
ly literacy o t, sci-
ence movement and peoples
plan campaign played a sig-
nificant role in mobilising the
people of Kerala for the trans-
formative activities. In the
same way, it has to take the
shape of a movement for water.
If any work takes sacredness
into it, it will achieve its goal
in India. Hence such a sacred-
ness has to be attached with
this scheme as a movement.
To do the above media has got
a greater role in sensitising the
people, NGO’s have a role to
play as a supportive agency
to mobilise people, academic
institutions have to play its role
as a resource agency 1o mon-
itor the quality of water and
the state government should
play its implementation and
monitoring role. Apart from
the above, the available social
capital in every village has to
be used to build peoples move-
ment at the grassroots. All have
to play their due role synergis-
tically to build a movement for
water. It should be made as a
sacred activity.
The writer is a former Profes-
sor and Rajiv Gandhi Chair
for Panchayati Raj Studies,
Gandhig Rural Insti
Views expressed are personal
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POLAVARAM
FIRST GATE TO
BE FIXED TODAY

DC CORRESPONDENT
KAKINADA, DEC. 20

The mega Polavaram Project
on Godavari River has reached
a crucial stage with all |
arrangements made for fixing '
the first gate at the spillway on |
Monday. A total of 48 gates will

be installed at the project,
which will be operated
hydraulically on the spillway

at a height of 55 metres.

Engineers of Polavaram
Project say this is the first
time in the country that
hydraulic gates are being
installed at a project. The 98
cylinders required for gates
have been imported from
Germany.

Polavaram Project Authority
{PPA) chief executive officer
(CEQ) J. Chandrasekhar Iyer
and his team members D.
Ganesh Kumar, DD-PPA, and
K. Lalitha, AE-PPA, visited the
project on  Sunday.  They
inspected spillway bridge
gates, upper coffer dam and
fish ladder works.

Project chief engineer B.
Sudhakar Babu and superin-
tendent engineer M.
Nagireddy, apart from staff of
Megha Engineering and
Infrastructures Limited
(MEIL) explained to PPA top
officials various stages of the
praject’s progress. PPA CEO
Chandrasekhar expressed sat-
isfaction at the progress of
project works.

According to engineers, work
on the first gate will start on
Monday and completed by the
same evening. Each gate will
be 20.835 metres height and
15.96 metres in width, There
will be eight arm-girders for
each gate.

Total 384 arm-girders and 192
horizontal girders with a
height of 16 metres each will
be installed. Skin plates will be
fixed after the work on girders
is over.

Recently, Chief Minister Y. S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy visited
the project area and
announced that the project
will be completed by 2021
December and water released
for the Kharif 2022 crops.
Dfficials asserted that the proj-
ect will be completed as per
schedule.
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