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Jal Shakti Abhiyan-ll begins

Minister Jal Shakti, MOS Jal Shakti/Social
Justice and Empowerment, MOS (IC) Youth
Affairs and Sports launched Jal Shakti
Abhiyan - II 'Catch the Rain: Where it falls,
when it falls', at a ceremony organized at
Ambedkar Convention Centre, Janpath, New
Delhi. The campaign, spanning over the next
three months, aims at generating awareness
about constructing rain water harvesting
structures to catch the rain during the
Monsooh season 2021. Speaking at the
ceremony, Rattan Lal Kataria, Mo8 Jal Shakti,
said, "If you pay attention to the tagline of this
campaign 'Catch the rain - where it falls, when
itfalls' , youwould come to realize the urgency
as well as the priority, this government accords
to the issue of water conservation."
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Yamuna monitoring panel raises
several issues on river pollution

Work to clean river not adhering to deadlines: report

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Yamuna Monitoring
Committee, in its fifth report
submitted to the National
Green Tribunal (NGT), has
raised multiple issues due to
which the river is still pollut-
ed, including several agen-
cies missing deadlines related
to cleaning the river and in-
ternal problems of the organ-
isations.

The committee said in its
report that in some cases the
developments have been

“better than expected” and
to some extent the lack of
progress at other places can
be attributed to several offic-
ers being on leave sporadical-
ly, financial and administra-
tive approvals getting delayed
and a loss of momentum be-
cause of the pandemic.

The YMC noted that the
works to clean the river was
“nowhere near the achieve-
ment of the milestones and ti-
melines laid out by NGT".

The committee, headed by
former Delhi Chief Secretary

Shailaja Chandra and retired
NGT expert member B.S. Saj-
wan, was formed by the NGT
in July 2018.

About the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB), which is supposed to
handle sewage generated in
the city, the report said:
“YMC has found the system
of monitoring ineffective.
There is no evidence that bot-
tlenecks had been brought to
the notice of the Board and of
the government or the inter-
vention of higher authorities
sought.”
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Mercury dips across north India

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Icy winds swept
north India on Tuesday while a
blanket of dense fog enveloped
isolated places in Uttar Pradesh
where a 75-year-old woman
died allegedly due to the cold
even as chilly weather condi-
tions severely hit normal life
in interior Odisha. Dense fog
and severe cold conditions pre-
vailed at isolated places of Uttar
Pradesh with Churk in Son-
bhadra district being the coldest
place in the state recording a low
of 3.2 degrees Celsius. Rukmini,
a resident of Uttar Pradesh’s
Banda district, died on Mon-
day due to the extreme cold,
her family members claimed.
The meteorological depart-
ment has forecast cold condi-
tions at isolated parts of Uttar
Pradesh over the next few days.
Cold conditions prevailed in
Kashmir too as the minimum
temperature remained below the
freezing point across the valley,
even as the Met office said the
weather is likely to remain dry
and cold till the weekend when a
spell of light to moderate snow-
fall is possible at widespread
places. The weather remained

Tourists visit Rohtang Pass as winter cold sets in, near Manali Tl

dry across Kashmir on the sec-
ond day of 'Chillai-Kalan' -- the
40-day harshest winter period
when the chances of snowfall are
most frequent and maximum,
officials said. They said while the
valley continued to reel under
sub-zero night temperature,
there was slight improvement
in the mercury at a few places.

'Chillai-Kalan'is considered
the harshest winter period in
Kashmir as a cold wave grips
the region and the tempera-
ture drops considerably leading
to the freezing of water bodies
including the famous Dal Lake
here as well as the water supply

lines in several parts of the valley

Normal life in interior Odi-
sha was severely hit as the mer-
cury plummeted to 4 degrees
Celsius at Phulbani in Kandha-
mal district making it the cold-
est place in the state.

Haryana and Punjab saw a
slight rise in day temperatures,
while Rajasthan recorded a mar-
ginal increase in night temper-
atures. The day temperatures
hovered one to two notches
above normal at most places
in Haryana and Punijab settling
between 21-22 degrees Celsius.

As the minimum tempera-
tures hovered below normal,

Hisar in Haryana recorded a
low of 3.2 degrees Celsius, four
notches below normal limits,
the meteorological department
here said. Ambala, Karnal and
Narnaul, too, experienced a cold
night recording respective lows
of 4.9, 4.9 and 4.5 degrees Cel-
sius. Amritsar in Punjab braved
a cold night recording a low
of 3.8 degrees Celsius while
Ludhiana registered a low of
3.6 degrees Celsius. Patiala's
minimum settled at 4 degrees
Celsius.

Night temperatures mar-
ginally increased in parts of
Rajasthan where Churu was
the coldest place with a mini-
mum temperature of 4 degrees
Celsius. Sikar, Pilani, Ganga-
nagar, Bhilwara, Dabok and
Chittorgarh recorded a mini-
mum of 4.5 degrees Celsius,
4.9 degrees Celsius, 6.1 degrees
Celsius, 6.4 degrees Celsius, 6.6
degrees Celsius and 6.9 degree
Celsius, respectively. The mini-
mum temperature in Jaisalmer,
Ajmer, Jaipur and Barmer set-
tled at 8.5 degrees Celsius, 10.6
degrees Celsius, 11 degrees Cel-
sius and 13.1 degrees Celsius,
respectively, according to the
Met department here,
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China considering a proposal to build a
major hydroelectric dam over the
Brahmaputra river (locally called
Yarlung Tsangpo) in the Medog County
of Tibet is a vital strategic move by
Beijing insofar as its India policy is
concerned.

The proposed dam will be located ap-
proximately 30 km from the Sino-Indian
border at Arunachal Pradesh and very
near the Great Bend of the Brahmaputra
where the mighty river, after originating
from the Angsi Glacier near Mount
Kailash and traversing nearly 1,790 kmin
southern Tibet, enters India near Mount
Namcha Barwa after a great U-turn. This
is called the Great Bend of the river. Here
it experiences neatly a 2,000 metre fall
through the deepest canyon inthe world.

Guiding Policy

Geographically, the dam, proposed to be
twice as bigas the Three Gorges Dam on
the Yangtze river, will be something new
and strategically, it will be an important
step forward in China’s continued efforts
towards controlling the water resources
of Tibet which feed not only the Indian
subcontinent but other countries of
South and Southeast Asia.

China’s India policy is now being
guided by two dominant considerations
— safety and security of the read
connecting Tibet with Xinjiang through
Aksai Chin and keeping India under con-
stant pressure in areas south of the
McMahon Line by a spectre, treal
or unreal, of the blockade of Brahmapu-
tra waters.

How many dams has China really built
in Tibet on the Brahmaputra? There isa
veil of secrecy and confusion over the
issue, We know it for certain that Beijing
has already commissioned a big hy-
dropower dam at Zangmu in the middle
reaches of the Brahmaputra and three
more are coming up at Dagu, Jiexuand Ji-
acha, These are all perhaps on the main
stream of the river.
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[ Damned I\/Iove

China’s watery threat to India

Chinese dams on the Brahmaputra will significantly cut water to Assam and can inundate the Northeast

After the deadly Galwan clash,
Beijing has stopped sharing of
river water data with India
and New Delhi is not in the
know of hydrological changes
of the Brahmaputra in Tibet

But Brahmaputra is a river system with
many tributaries and perhaps some more
dams are being built at different loca-
tions. Some recent media reports have
quoted the number of such dams to be 11.
However, some years ago Jana Jagriti, an
Assam-based NGO, pointed out that 35
dams are coming up on the Brahmaputra
in Tibet — eight on the main stream of
the river and 27 more on the tributaries.

Causes for Concern

There are reasons for panic, China went
ahead with conceptualisation and execu-
tion of the Zangmu dam. In the begin-
ning, it continuously denied the exis-
tence of any such project but ultimately
admitted to it in 2010 after persistent
queries from not just India but several
other countries. Then a disaster hap-
pened in 2012 when on March 1 of that
year, the River Siang (this is how the
Brahmaputra is known in Arunachal
Pradesh) went completely dry at

Source: Twitter

Pasighat where it used to be voluble
and wide. Although the river picked up
momentum later, it did not attain its for-
mer virility.

‘What may be the fallout of China’s de-
sign to construct dams on the Tibetan
rivers, particularly the Brahmaputra? As
a lower riparian country, India is ham-
strung by the absence of any water-shar-
ing treaty with China, Beijing is yet to
open up its mouth in regard to the nature
of the giant Medog hydroelectric project.
But so far as the other dams on the
Brahmaputra are concerned, its constant
refrain is that these projects are run-of-
the-river types and hence would in no
way result in blockade of downstream
waters. But an alarming portent lies else-
where. After the deadly Galwan clash in
Ladakh, Beijing has stopped sharing of
river water data with India and New
Delhi is not in the know of hydrological
changes of the Brahmaputra in Tibet, if
there is any.

But even if the hydropowet projects
are of run-of-the-river types, causes of
worry remain for India as all the dams
will be required to store huge amount of
water and thus may deprive north-east-
ern India of the nutrient-rich silt of the
Brahmaputra that makes the Assam
plains so fertile.

Disturbing Flow

As all the dams mentioned above will be
situated in close proximity to each other,
free flow of the Brahmaputra water is

sure to be disturbed. As a result, Assam
may get 64% less water during the mon-
soon and 85% less water in the rest of the
year. Moreover, these dams would pro-
vide China another leverage. It can re-
lease less water dutring summer, if it
wishes, Similarly, during the monsoon, it
can arbitrarily open up the gates of the
dams thus inundating large parts of the
Northeast.

To call a spade a spade, Indian politi-
cal leadership has been found to be un-
equal to fathom the massive danger that
may lie ahead. Today, the Indian media is
agog with the story of the Medog hydro-
electric dam, But few noticed the con-
struction of the Bome-Medog highway in
southern Tibet in the first half of this
decade, asort of infrastructural upgrada-
tion which goes along the setting up of
big projects.

Not only the preposed hydropower
station near the Great Bend but also all
the other dams on the Brahmaputra in
Tibet are situated in areas near the geo-
logical faultlines where the Indian Plate
collides with the Eurasian Plate. There-
fore, these giant plants and their dams
will have tolive under constant threats of
earthquakes. In suchanevent, large parts
of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh will go
under water.

Beijing has said that it will take into ac-
count the interests of the upstream and
downstream countries while formulating
the plans for the proposed power plant.
Howevet, both China and India should
keep in mind the interests of the Brahma-
putrariver as well and prevent arat race
for control of the river water as India is
also considering a proposal for construc-
tion of a10 gigawatt hydropower plant in
Arunachal Pradesh.

Moreover, there are earlier proposals
for the construction of more such proj-
ects on the rivers Lohit and Subansiri,
two tributaries of the mighty river. They
will entail construction of big dams and
displacement of a large number of peo-
ple. According to an Indian official, India
is apprehending discharge of huge vol-
umes of water from the Chinese dams in
Tibet in the monsoon period.

But there is a third country —
Bangladesh — whose fate is locked to the
Brahmaputra, For the sake of ecology and
humanity, Brahmaputra should have a
free flow. Good sense should prevail in
Beijing and New Delhi.

(The author is a senior journalist and
commentator, He specialises in politics
and international affairs)
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