MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 30

While one lakh city con-
sumers are deprived of reg-
ular water supply, about
170 million gallons a day
(MGD) of water supplied by
the Hyderabad Metropo-
litan Water Supply and Se-
werage Board (HMWSE&SB)
is getting leaked or lost.

The board has been sup-
plying 448 MGD of treated
water for about 9.2 lakh
consumers here. It spends
46 per Kilo litre to purify
and supply the water from
Krishna and Godavari
water sources.

Five vears have passed
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ELIXIR | OF LIFE Theft, leakages, graft in board sees water going unaccounted for

170 mn gallons of water per day gets lost

but the HMWS&SE has not
come up with an action
plan even though officials
were well aware of the
extent of water lost or that
had remained unaccounted
for.

Highly placed sources in
the HMWS&SE said that as
many as one lakh con-
sumers residing in Rajen-
dranagar, Serilingampally
and Kukatpally have been
facing acute water crisis
due deficiency of 5 MGD
from the Singur/Manjira
water sources. Even though
the board claimed that it
has compensated 45 MGD
through Krishna, Godavari
and the twin reservoirs

(Dsmansagar and Himayat-
sagar), people of several
areas in Manjira/ Singur
basin have been facing the
water crisis due to irregu-
lar supply.

Areas including Manikon-
da, Patancheru and Puppal-
guda have been receiving
irregular water supply.

Sources said if the water
bhoard manages to curb the
40 per cent leakage, the 9.2
lakh consumers in the city
would get 24/7 uninterrupt-
ed water supply and even
the domestic needs of 1,400
slums and about 190 vil-
lages along Outer Ring
Road can be met. Out of the
total 448MGD supplied to

the city, only 278 MGD has
been reaching the city resi-
dents and 170 MGD wasted
through water theft, leak-
ages and corruption by the
field level staff.

A senior Water Board offi-
cial said that in order to
curb leakages, the board
requires at least 2600 crore,
The board has to have a sci-
entific approach. The need
is to fix sophisticated ultra-
sonie meters for 9.02 lakh
consumers, so that the
sources of leakage can be
identified and curbed. The
board requires another
T300 crore for repair or
replacement of the dam-
aged pipelines.

The official said that even
though these proposals
were discussed by the high-
er authorities, no financial
institution is coming for-
ward for do the funding,
Such a step would also ben-
efit the consumers residing
apartments; they too could
be brought into the free
drinking water scheme.

The water leakages can be
brought down only to 25 per
cent, as is the case with any
city, and not fully stopped.
Asked about water theft,
the official said the
HMWS&SB has been taking
legal action against the vio-
lators and raids would con-
tinue.
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River-linking project will
be areality soon, says CM

Farmers urge EPS to add banana to the govt’s noon meal scheme

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Tiruchy/Namakkal

CHIEF Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami has assured
farmers that the much-sought-
after Godavari-Cauvery river
linking project will be imple-
mented soon.

“Representatives from our
government have already met
their Andhra Pradesh coun-
terparts, and the project will
definitely be implemented,”
the Chief Minister told sugar-
cane and banana farmers dur-
ing his two-day campaign on
Wednesday.

During a roadshow, Palan-
iswami participated in a spe-
cial meeting with sugarcane
and banana farmers in Thot-
tivam and heard their griev-
ances. Several farmers urged
him to extend the release of
water from the Mettur dam to
help irrigate the annual crop.
They also urged him to add
banana in the government’s
noon meal scheme. For a brief
while, Palaniswami also got
down into a farm and helped
the farmers plough the field.

Thrilling moment

C Barani (12) of Kothampatti,
was on cloud nine after she
managed to take a selfie with

Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami posing for a selfie with C Barani at
Thuraiyur near Tiruchy on Wednesday | exeress

the Chief Minister. Recalling
the moments, she said, “We
were waiting for a long time to
catch a glimpse of the Chief
Minister. When the vehicle
came close, I tried to move for-
ward and take a selfie. The
Chief Minister noticed it,
called me closer and posed for
a picture.”

‘Power supply won’t stop’

While campaigning at Na-
makkal, Palaniswami said the
ATADMEK government will
continue providing free power
supply to all farmers of the
State. He interacted with trib-
als of Kolli Hills at Sentha-
mangalam. Palaniswami said,

“Hydro project works are cur-
rently being undertaken at a
cost of T400 crore atop the
hills. New court and several
buildings for government of-
fices have been constructed in
this constituency. A total of
6,500 people have been given
community certificates, while
1,016 people living below the
poverty line have been given
land pattas.”

Elated to see Palaniswami
in close quarters, a farmer
from the hills said, “I have
been seeing Chief Ministers
only on television. I am happy
that I got a chance to meet our
Chief Minister, who is such
an affable leader.”

Telangana Today 31-December-2020
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Floods: TS seeks Central funds

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Municipal Administration and
Urban Development Minister K
T Rama Rao on Wednesday
highlighted the impact of recent
floods in Hyderabad, and the
challenges in natural flow of
water due to narrowing of nalas
and storm water drains over the
years in the city.

In separate letters to Union
Urban Affairs and Housing Min-
ister Hardeep Singh Puri and
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, the Minister said
the State government, as a per-
manent solution to the issue, set
up the Strategic Nala Develop-
ment Plan (SNDP}, a dedicated
project headed by GHMC to
plan and develop a comprehen-
sive storm water drainage net-
work in Hyderabad. While the
SNDP cost is Rs 1,200 crore, he
wanted the Centre toallocate Rs
240 crore for the project.

To strengthen public trans-
port in Warangal city, the State
government proposed setting up
of Metro Neo Project to meet
current and future needs of the
growing city. The Maharashtra
Metro Rail Corporation Limited
which established Metro Neo
Project in Nasik, prepared a DPR
for setting up the Metro Neo
Project in Warangal, The project
gains importance amid esti-

All For Development

750 cr .

for comprehensive

sewerage development - .
plan in Hyderabad
Urban Agglomeration
area

mates of population growth
from about 15 lakh at present to
35 lakh by 2051, As per the DPR,
Warangal Metro Neo Rail will
be 15,5 km length which would
be laid at an estimated cost of Rs
1,050 crore. Rama Rao also re-
quested the Centre to sanction
Rs 210 Crotre for the Metro Neo
Project in Warangal city.

The Minister stated that the
State government was in the
forefront in implementing the
citizen centric reforms as per the
Union government’s guidelines,
He said the tenders were fi-
nalised for Bio-Mining solid
waste in the ULBs of the State at
an estimated cost of Rs 258
Crore for 2021-22. Tenders were
also finalised for Bio-Mining and
remediation of 70 lakh metric
tons of legacy waste in ULBs in
the State with an estimated cost

© 240 crore

for Strategic Nala
Development Plan

© 210 crore
for Metro Neo Project
in Warangal city

o 750 crore
additionally for taking up
other works forward

of Rs 520 Crore, Works for con-
struction of Faecal Sludge Treat-
ment Plant (FSTP) in 76 ULBs
have been taken up at a cost of
Rs 250 crore and in 5 ULBs, the
works have already been com-
pleted. Further, the DPRs for un-
derground drainage and waste
treatment were prepared for 57
ULBs in the State with an esti-
mated cost of Rs 13,238 Crore,

In the first phase, works will
be taken up in about 30 urban
local bodies at a cost of Rs 2,828
Crore., With about Rs 3,777
Crore, the State government will
work on various projects during
the financial year of 2021-22,
“Since these are major works of
infrastructure, we urge the Cen-
tre may share 20 per cent of
these expenditures and provide
Rs 750 Crore in the budget for
2021-22,” he said.,



CORRESPONDENT

HAILAKANDI, Dec 30:
To create awareness on the
need for water conservation,
a district level programme
‘catch the rain, where it falls,
when it falls’ was launched
here on Wednesday by the
Nehru Yuva Kendra.

Launching the programme
at the Rotary Club premises,
District Development Com-
missioner, Ranajeet Kumar
Laskar emphasised on the
need to focus on water con-
servation and rainwater har-
vesting. Laskar exhorted
upon the people to make
proper and judicious use of
piped water supply for drink-
ing purpose only and not for
other purposes.

Laskar also underlined the
importance of prevention of
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Experts lay stress on conservation of water

wastage of water and water
pollution for posterity. He said
efforts are on at the govern-
mental level for rain water
harvesting in some schools of
the district and other water
conservation activities as wa-
ter crisis looms large in ur-
ban and rural areas.
Speaking on the occasion,
Superintending Engineer,
Public Health Engineering
Department, Nripendra Ku-
mar Sarma said the level of
consciousness has to be
raised among the populace
on the need to conserve wa-
ter through rain harvesting,
keeping the water bodies free
of pollution and proper usage
of water. “We have to take
all precautionary measures
to keep the water bodies free
from pollution as degradation
is fraught with serious eco-

logical implications posing a
serious health hazard,” he
quipped.

While urging the youth
volunteers of different NGOs
participating in the pro-
gramme to play a proactive
role in spreading the message
of water conservation in their
households, neighbourhoods
and society at large, Sarma
said the need of the hour is
to protect the rivers, ponds,
wetlands and water bodies
from contamination to keep
the natural water bodies fresh
and intact.

Addressing the youth, S
Bhattacharjee called upon
them to put in concerted ef-
forts as water scarcity has hit
many parts of the world, in-
cluding some parts of Haila-
kandi district and neighbour-
ing Meghalaya.

Stressing on the impor-
tance of involving the young-
sters in the revolutionary
campaign, District Informa-
tion and Public Relations Of-
ficer, Sabir Nishat said water
scarcity has affected nearly
one million people in India
every year and 21 major In-
dian cities, including the na-
tional capital Delhi are star-
ing at a groundwater scarci-
ty according to a report by
NITT Aayog. He said India has
fresh water availability of only
four per cent though it has a
population of 1.3 billion.

Dr Mamsh Roy of SK Roy
College said the country is
plagued with water shortage
with ground water depletion
taking place at two-three
meters every year. Professor
Roy called for water conser-
vation as a component of ur-

ban planning, checking of co-
lossal wastage of the precious
resource and proper usage.

District Youth Officer of
Nehru Yuva Kendra, Kalpana
Gangopadhyay said the basic
objective of the programme
1s educating the vouths and
volunteers from youth clubs
on the need of water conser-
vation through rain water har-
vesting, minimising wastage
and reuse of water.

At the programme, Dis-
trict Development Commis-
sioner, Laskar and other dig-
nitaries also distributed cer-
tificates of Swacch Bharat
Summer Internship 2.0 to the
state level winner Native
Pride Club, Rongpur and to
Friends Club, Monipur and
Tribal Woman Youth Club for
second and third positions at
the district level.
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Dredger for Brahmaputra coming to State in January

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Dec 30: The dredg-
er to be used by the State govern-
ment to dredge the Brahmaputra riv-
erbed as per recommendation of the
report of the expert committee on
‘Fluvial morphology of river Brah-
mapttra, sediment management
with possibility of dredging by adopt-
ing modern technology,’ will start its
journey from the United States
through the sea route within the
month of January next.

Water Resources Minister Kes-
hab Mahanta said this while reply-
ing to a question raised by Congress
MLA Rekibuddin Ahmed in the As-
sembly today. For the purpose, the

government has adopted a scheme
worth Rs 18 crore and entrusted
M/s Cleantec Infra Private Ltd to
procure the dredger.

Replying to another question by
MLA Ramendra Narayan Kalita, the
Minister said that in order to per-
manently settle the flood and ero-
sion issue of Assam, the Central gov-
ernment will table the North East
Water Management Authority
(NEWMA) Draft Bill-2020 in the
Parliament soon.

In connection with the Bill, the
Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat recently sat with
all the Chief Ministers of the region,
with all of them endorsing the move
and putting their opinions.

Mahanta said that with the forma-
tion of the NEWMA, the flood and
erosion issues of Assam will be able
to get the attention at the national
platform. The move of the Central
government will also help in proper
utilisation of the Northeast's water
resources, he added.

The proposal to form the NEWMA
was first mooted by a high-level com-
mittee headed by the Vice Chairman
of NITI Aayog in its draft report sub-
mitted to the government after stud-
ying the flood and erosion issues of
the region.

The Minister said the government
has requested the Centre to estab-
lish the headquarters of the proposed
authority in Guwahati.

Mahanta further informed the
House that till 2019, Assam lost
72,54,710 bighas of land in 23 dis-
tricts due to erosion caused by the
Brahmaputra and its tributaries.

Moreover, to help the flood-affect-
ed people of Assam, the State gov-
ernment has released a total of Rs
213,13,56,558 for the current finan-
cial yvear. Against the total amount,
Rs 54,85,71,558 has been released
for rehabilitation grant of flood, Rs
154,59,85,000 for gratuitous relief and
Rs 3,68,00,000 as ex gratia.

The government is also working
onalong-term scheme to address the
water-logging problem at the LGBI
Airport and its nearby places. For this
purpose, a survey is under way.
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