File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Tribune 04 January 2021

Che Cribune

ESTABLISHED 1IN 1881

Cold and cruel

Put on hold new laws, end the misery of protesters

soul ought to offer the warmth of her hearth to those out on the

gtreets. It is a sad irony that thousands of proud farmers with
homes and farms are braving one of the worst cold waves in recent
fimes, sitting out in the open at the Delhi border demanding their
fears be assuaged. Today, when the government representatives meet
the farmers again for vet another round of talks, they need to put an
end to the misery of these landed people who are not asking for anyv
material relief, but their right to continue farming and selling their
produce the way their parents and they have been doing for decades.

The government insists that the new farm laws will revolutionise
the Indian agriculture sector and malke farmers prosperous. But
change has to be brought in only with the consent of the stakeholders.
If the intended beneficiaries do not accept a particular change, it will
be undemocratic, rather authoritarian, to impose a new order. And the
Government of Indiais doing exactly that — imposing a big shift in the
way of farming without the willing consent of the farmers of Punjab
and Haryvana. The government should pause now for a couple of vears
and allow agriculture to remain a state subject, letting the state Assem-
blies decide whether they need to adopt the new farm laws.

The best course of action would be to malke the new farm laws a suc-
cess in Bihar and any other willing state in the next two yvears and malme
the farmers of Punjab and Harvana seek out the promised prosperity by
forcing their respective state governments to enact the new laws. A
farmer looks only at the price of the produce and not atthe buyer. It does
not matter whether a government agency or a multinational company
buys wheat and rice, what is important are the best price and practices.
Let the lasws be proved good elsewhere before provoking farmers to
brealk police barriers and march towards Delhi in this terrible cold.

ITis freezing and also raining in north India; every compassionate
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Majuli protection
project misses
deadline again

KALYAN BAROQOAH

NEW DELHI, Jan 3: A project to protect the Majuli
river island has yet again slipped a deadline, with the
Ministry of Jal Shakti being directed to expedite the
project. The agitation agamst the Citizenship (Amend-
ed) Act, 2019 and the rainy season have been cited as
the main reasons for the delay.

The project was initially scheduled to be com-
pleted by March 2020, but later it was rescheduled
and projected for completion by December 2020,
which was again missed because of the national lock-
down imposed following the COVID-19 pandemic.

Official sources said the physical progress of the
scheme ‘Protection of Majuli island from flood and
erosion of river Brahmaputra’ up to December,
2019 was 70.61 per cent when project had been
planned to be completed by March, 2020. The phys-
ical progress was 84.10 per cent as on March 31,
2020,

Sources in the government have acknowledge that
the river island requires great amount of attention
to preserve its rich ancient culture, protect liveli-
hoods and prevent erosion caused due to anthropo-
genic activities. This calls for huge attention by ad-
ministrators and efforts in collaboration and cooper-
ation with experts groups, agencies at local and glo-
bal levels to promote the idea through reduced dis-
aster risks.

The Brahmaputra Board, which is executing the
project, was undertaking bank protection work in Ma-
juli, but it missed the deadline. The Ministry of De-
velopment of North Eastern Region (DoNER) 1s spon-
soring the Rs 207-crore project.
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Heavv rains lash Delhi, water Iogging in some areas

NEW DELHI, 3 JANUARY

Heavy rains lashed across the
national capital on Sunday lead-
ing to water logging in some parts
of the city.

According to a meteorologi-
cal department official, the min-
imum temperature in the city set-
tled at 9.9 degrees Celsius, while
the maximum settled at 15.8
degrees Celsius.

The humidity oscillated
between 100 and 82 per cent.

The Safdarjung observato-
ry, which provides official figures
for the city, recorded 14.8 mm
rainfall at 5.30 pm, while the
Palam weather station record-

ed 5.3 mm and Lodhi Road
recorded 18.6 mm rainfall.

The MeT department has
forecast cloudy sky, light to mod-
erate rain or thunderstorm
accompanied with gusty winds
20-30 kmph on Monday:. It also
predicted possibility of hail-
storm at isolated places.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures would be at
18 degrees and 10 degrees Cel-
sius, respectively, on Monday;, it
said.

Heavy rains led to water log-
ging in Pul Prahladpur Under-
pass, Vasant Kunj and Swami
Nagar. According to an official
from Delhi Fire Service, two
men trapped inside a truck due

towater logging at Pul Prahlad-
pur underpass were rescued by
their team after they received a
call for assistance.

Taking to Twitter, the Delhi
Traffic Police alerted commuters
about traffic congestion at Pul
Prahladpur Underpass owing
to water logging.

“Traffic is affected at Pul
Prahladpur Underpass due to
waterlogging. Kindly avoid the
stretch,” it tweeted.

A report by the South Dethi
Municipal Corporation said
water logging occurred in parts
of Vasant Kunj, Swami Nagar
and Masood Pur dairy where
heavy rains also led to falling of
trees.

A waterlogged Delhi road after rain on Sunday.

SUBRATA DUTTA
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