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Alert staff avert major mishap

STATE BUREAU
Nalgonda

at NSP hydel power plant

Timely response by em-
ployees averted what could
have been a major fire
mishap at the Nagarjuna
Sagar Hydel Power Plant
early on Monday.

A supply wire of a trans-
former in the fourth turbine
caught fire at 5 am, but alert
staff swung into action and
brought the fire under con-
trol, averting a major acci-
dent, After the incident, TS-
GENCO Director (Hydel)
Ch Venkata Rajam in-
spected the plant and en-
quired about the incident.

Later, speaking to the
media, Rajam said a tarpau-
lin and the supply wire of a
transformer caught fire
when engineers of a private
firm were repairing the
roof-former at the fourth
turbine. Tarpaulin wasused
to confine the heat pro-

R . P
The mishap occurred when

tarpaulin and the supply wire
of a transformer caught fire.

duced while taking up heat-
ing work for moisture ab-
sorption, Unfortunately, the
tarpaulin and the supply
wire caught fire, which for-
tunately did not spread to
the transformer, he said.
Asserting that there was
no damage to the machinery

since the employees had re-
sponded swiftly to control
the fire, Rajam said the con-
tracting company would
take up repair works in their
shed but was asked to com-
plete it at the plant to avoid
transportation costs.

He said the eighth turbine
would be made operational
by February after complet-
ing the repairs, admitting
that the works were delayed
as there was a problem in
finding experts who can
work in deep waters.

Describing the NSP inci-
dent as minor, he said it
should not be compared
with that of the hydel plant
in Srisailam last year, “The
Srisailam fire accident af-
fected power generation.
But here, we are trying to
overcome it by generating
additional power by utilis-
ing the water released from
the Nagarjuna Sagar Proj-
ect,” he said.




DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 4

Water-sharing  disputes
between Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh are caus-
ing hurdles to the expan-
sion of the Kaleshwaram
Lift Irrigation Scheme, the
dream project of Chief
Minister K. Chandrashe-
kar Rao.

Sources in the state gov-
ernment said the Chief
Minister is pursuing the
issue both legally as also
with the parties concerned
so that the construction of
all irrigation projects in

the state can be expedited
and completed as per
schedule.

The state has planned to
lift 2 TMC of water per day
from the Godavari river.
As  the first phase is
already complete, the gov-
ernment invited tenders to
increase the lifting capaci-
ty from 2 TMC to 3 TMC in
a day and entered into
agreements with six con-
tract companies to go-
ahead for expansion.

But, due to the objections
raised by the AP govern-
ment on irrigation projects
of Telangana, Union Jal
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DREAM | PROJECT CGhief Minister consults experts to chalk out strategy to complete water projects

KCR mulls legal options on irrigation projects

@ The AP government opposed the augmented
capacity of Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme
(LIS), the Sitarama LIS, GUS Phase-lll, the
Tupakulagudem project, the Telangana Drinking
Water Supply Project, barrages on Lower Penganga
river and diversion work at the Ramappa lake.

® Following AP's objections, Union Jal Shakthi min-
ister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat asked Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao to halt all
construction of seven irrigation projects until they
were appraised by the Godavari river board.

Shakthi Ministry asked
both the governments to
hold back their projects.

In December 2020, Union

Jal Shakthi minister
Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat has asked the Chief
Minister to halt construc-

tion of seven irrigation
projects objected to by AP
unless and until a manda-
tory appraisal was done by
the Godavari River
Management Board, the
Central Water Commis-
sion and the Apex Council.
The AP government
raised objections on the
third TMC component of
Kaleshwaram LIS, the
Sitarama LIS, GUS Phase-
11, the Tupakulagudem
project, the Telangana
Drinking Water Supply
Project, the Barrages on
Lower Penganga river and
the work on the Ramappa

lake to Pakhal lake diver-
sion.

According to the officers
of the water resources
department, the National
Green Tribunal also direct-
ed the Telangana govern-
ment to strictly adhere to
the orders of the Union of
India in case of Irrigation
projects. Sources in the
government said that in
order to expedite the con-
struction of these projects,
KCR would hold meetings
with experts of irrigation
and the legal field to chalk
out a strategy to resolve
the issues.
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Chembarambakkam reservoir bund wall razed to clear weed growth in lake

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @ Chennai

PORTIONS of the Chembaram-
bakkam reservoir's bund wall
have been razed by the Publie
Works Department (PWD) to
clear the rampant weed growth
in the lake.

When the sluice gates of
Chennai’s largest reservoir
were opened recently after the
lake got filled to the brim
thanks to the good monsoon, a
large mass of water weeds that

carpeted the lake’s surface
blocked the outflow,

In desperation, PWD officials
had to break the bund wall in
two places near the reservoir’s
gates to deploy earth movers
and fish out the weeds from the
waterbody. The vegetation was
s0 thick that conventional man-
ual methods of weed-removal
did not work.

Ramraj, a resident of Kun-
drathur, said the weed growth
was unprecedented this year

and authorities did not inter- heavy machinery”

vene even after the catchment Noted botanist D Narasim-

areas began receiving heavy han said visuals show Chem-

rains and filling up the ) barambakkam lake is in-

lake. “The lake gets in- 8 W, fested with different
¥ varieties of weeds. “We

fested with weeds eve- & 7 “
ry vear, and they usu- | g n, need to take a closer
ally get flushed out .-% look as some of these
when the gates are Tv varieties thrive in pol-
opened. But this time, 0 luted water. Officials
several hectares of the must regularly remove the
lake were infested with weeds. invasive species, or they can af-

Some of them were deep-root- fect the fish. Since Chembara-
ed, and required deploymentof mbakkam lake is a major

source of drinking water for
Chennai, a thorough investiga-
tion must be conducted to find
why such weeds are growing.”

A case is pending in the
southern bench of the National
Green Tribunal on the alleged
pollution caused by manufac-
turing units at the nearby in-
dustrial estate. When contacted,
senior officials of the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board
and PWD said similar com-
plaints of pollution were made

in 2019 and the water quality
was tested. “We did not find an-
ything untoward in the test re-
sults. Industries at the nearby
SIPCOT treat their sewage and
effluents before releasing them
into the lake, We will take ac-
tion if violations are observed,”
a TNPCB official said.

PWD authorities said the
razed bund wall will be rebuilt
within a month. “Only a small
portion was removed,” they
said.
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Cownomics technology to clean up Mansi Ganga in Goverdhan

RAJKUMAR! SHARMA TANKHA

T is hoped that by the end
of 2021, the waters of
Mansi Ganga in Goverd-
han, near Mathura, will
not only look pristine but
actually deep cleaned and
guitable for drinking. All
thanks to Dwarka resident
Manoj Jha, who runs NGO Sm-
riti Trust that has been promot-
ing Madhubani art since 13
years now, The Mansi Ganga
cleanup is the first project
of this nature by the
Trust.

AJha undertook this
mammoth task early
last month, and his ef-
forts are already showing.
The foul smell emanating
from the river that had made the
life of local residents a hell, no
more exists. “Thesludge remaoy-
al process is on, and will talke 11
months to clean the water body
and make the water potable.”
saysJha, who Is using the Vedic
Cownomics method for the
cleanup, This method combines
cow dung, cow urine and a herb-
al solution containing about 125
herbs: the solution is developed
by Vedic Cownomics Pyt Ltd.
“We have a pool of 1,008 herbs,

and the solutlon was developed
after studying the water body
along flve parameters viz study
of longitude and latitude of the
water bady to find its actual lo-
cation; photographs and videos
of the water surface; problems
In the area like weeds, mosqui-
toes, algae, colour, water viscos
Ity and smell ete; the kind of
vegetation growing here and ob.
serving the water sample in a
transparent container,”" says
Madhukar Swayambhu, co-
founder of Vedle Cownorm-
es Pyt Ltd.

“This knowledge has
come to us from our
seriptures, the Vedas,
that go into the details

how we must live in har

mony with nature. Vedas
consider the elements of nature
— air, watar, fire, earth — as liv-
ing ecologies with self-healing
mechanism that has to be re-
vived to tackle ecological and
environmental issues of today,"
says Swayambhu, an IT profes-
sional, who started Vedic Cow-
nomies in 2015, after having
worked in communication net-
working for 25 years. For his
environment-friendly technigue
of cleaning water bodles, he
was awarded the title "Water

Hero' in October 2019 by the
Ministry of Jal Shalkti.

The beginning

Jha, who has been visiting
Goverdhan every month, for the
last 11 years for parikrama, was
perturbed to see the decline of
the water body “Mansi Ganga
has religious significance, and
is considered as pious as Ganga,
and seeing it going from bad to
worse was painful,” he says,
adding that back in 2008, the
then central government had
declared the Mansi Ganga as a
reserve lake and even allocated
abouk T23 crore to revive it, but
nothing happened. 1 was aware
of Vedic Cownomics technology,
and considering the holy signif-
icance of Goverdhan, | wanted
to implement it here,” he says,
Jha got in touch with NP
Singh, Vice Chairman of the
Mathura Vrindavan Develop-
ment Authority, about cleaning
Mansi Ganga. "We told him we
don't need any funds, just a go
ahead from him. Singh then put
us in tonch with Pandit Ehemd-
chand Sharma, Chairman of
the Goverdhan Nagar Panchay-
at, and we were given permis-
sion. The work began on Decem.
e 8. 11" not even a month, and

the foul smell that was a perma-
nent feature in the area is al-
ready gone,” informs Jha. Every
day, a solution prepared by
Vedic Cownomics is being
poured into the water body. “The
water is checked after every 10
days. This method will ngt only
clean the water, but rid it of in-
sects and weeds,” says Jha.

This initiative has win the
approval of environmentalists
like ‘Green Man' VP Baghel,
who says, “Using herbs, cow
dung and cow urine is the best
possible way to clean water.
These all have medicinal prop-
erties, and do not contain any
chemical. You can call it bio-fil-
tration, if you wish."”

Other projects
The technology has already

heen used in cleaning up 10 wa-
ter bodies, including the lake at
JTheel Wala Park, Sector 3, Ro-
hini Institutional Area
and Prasad Nagar Lake in Karol
Bagh. Both projects were
undertaken by Win Fluential
Technology in association with
the Delhi Development Author-
ity "“The Kudikunta Lake in
Hondapur, Hyderabad, is also

being cleaned up using the same
technology,” informs
Swayambhu,

JTha has now approached the
Delhi Government for cleaning
up the Najafgarh Lake, which
he claims can be converted into
the Thames River using the
same technology “We don't
want any funds from the gov-
ernment. We just want to clean
it up,” he signs off.

Govardhan Nagar Parkshad (haiman Khem Chand Sharma and Wanoj Jha at Mans! Garga
Ghat with the Cownamics solutlon: {tap) work-In-progeess

Using herbs, cow dung and cow urine s the best way to clean water,
These have medicinal properties, and no chemicals. You can call it
bio-fittration =P Baghal, Eniranmentalist
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B Delhi gets rains for 2nd day in row, min temp rises to 11.4°C

Several parts of N. India witness

rain, snowfall; more

New Delhi, Jan. 4: Several
parts of north India wit-
nessed light to moderate
rains due to a western dis-
turbance and above-nor-
mal temperatures on
Monday, the India meteo-
rological department
(IMD) said.

Once the western distur-
bance withdraws, the mer-
cury is likely to dip again,
it added.

Delhi received light
rains for the second con-
secutive day, even as and
the minimum tempera-
ture rose to 114 degrees
Celsius due to a cloud
cover over the city, the
IMD said.

The Safdarjung observa-
tory, which provides rep-
resentative data for the
city, recorded a minimum
temperature  of 11.4
degrees Celsius, four
notches above normal and
the highest in the last 22
days. The maximum tem-
perature settled at 22.6
degrees Celsius, three
notches above normal,

The observatory regis-
tered 1.7 mm rainfall till
5:30 pm.

The IMD said moderate
rains and thunderstorm
are likely on Tuesday too,

On  Sunday, intense
rains, thunder and light-
ning lashed the city under
the influence of the strong

western disturbance
affecting northwest India.
The Safdarjung

Observatory recorded 39.9
mm rainfall between 8:30
am on Saturday and 2:30
pm on Sunday.

The western disturbance
is causing widespread
snowfall in the hills. Onee
it withdraws, the mercury
will fall again to four to
five degrees Celsius, the
IMD said.

Light rain and snowfall
were witnessed in some
parts of Himachal
Pradesh in the last 24
hours, officials said.

Kalpa received 1 mm
snowfall, while
Dharamshala witnessed
2.2 mm and Saloni 2 mm
rain, they added.

The Shimla Met centre
has issued a “vellow”
warning for thunder-
storm, lightning in the
plains and low hills, and
for heavy rain and snow-

Farmers stand in rain during their

V

border in New Delhi on Monday.

Rain, strong winds
help clean Delhi air

» LIGHT RAIN and snow-
fall were witnessed in
some parts of Himachal
Pradesh in the last 24
hours. Kalpa received 1
mm snowfall, while
Dharamshala witnessed
2.2 mm.

fall in the mid-hills on
Tuesday. It has issued an
“orange” warning for
heavy snowfall in the high
hills on January 5.

The tribal district of
Lahaul and Spiti's admin-
istrative centre Keyvlong
continued to be the coldest
place in the state at minus
4.5 degrees Celsius. Kalpa
in Kinnaur district
recorded a low of minus
1.6 degrees Celsius.

Kashmir was cut off
from the rest of the coun-
try on Monday as the arte-
rial Jammu-Srinagar
national highway and the
Mughal road were closed
due to snowfall across the
valley, leaving nearly 4,500
vehicles stranded.

South Kashmir's
Kulgam distriet received
the highest snowfall in the
Union Territory with two
to three feet of snow accu-
mulated at some places,
the official said.

Flight operations to and
from Srinagar remained
suspended for the second
consecutive day due to
poor visibility. — PTI

New Delhi, Jan. 4: Delhi's
air guality improved sig-
nificantly to the “moder-
ate” category on Monday
owing to rain and strong
winds.

A government forecast-
ing agency said the air
guality is likely to
improve further to the
“satisfactory” category.

The city's 24-hour aver-
age air quality index (AQD)
was 151 on Monday It was
354 on Sunday and 443 on
Saturday.

An AQI between zero
and 50 is considered
“good”, 51 and 100 “satis-
factory™, 101 and 200 “mod-
erate”, 201 and 300 “poor”,
301 and 400 “very poor”,
and 401 and 500 “severe”.

Officials at the India
meteorological  depart-
ment said rain and winds
gusting up to 30 kmph
under the influence of a
strong western distur-
bance dispersed pollu-
tants,

The Safdarjung
Observatory, which pro-
vides representative data
for the city, recorded 1.4
mm rainfall on Monday. It
had gauged 39.9 mm rain-

likely t_oday

ongoing protest against new farm laws at Singhu

— PTI

» THE CITY'S 24-hour
average air quality index
was 151 on Monday. It
was 354 on Sunday and
443 on Saturday

fall between 8:30 am on
Saturday to 2:30 pm on
Sunday.

More rain is likely on
Tuesday The maximum
wind speed will be around
30 kmph, the IMD said.

The central govern-
ment's Air Quality Early
Warning System for Delhi
said the AQI is likely to
remain in the “moderate”
to  “satisfactory” on
Tuesday.

It said the city’s ventila-
tion index -- a product of
mixing depth and average
wind speed would be 5,000
m2/s on Monday and
Tuesday.

Mixing depth is the verti-
cal height in which pollu-
tants are suspended in the
air. It reduces on cold days
with calm wind speed.

A ventilation index
lower than 6,000 sqm/sec-
ond, with the average
wind speed less than 10
kmph, is unfavourable for
dispersal of pollutants.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE
Millennium Post 05-January-2021

Several parts of north India witness
rains, above-normal temperatures

Over 1,565 deaths due to extreme weather in 2020: Bihar, UP worst aﬁ%cted- IMD

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Several parts of
north India witnessed light to
moderate rains due to a western
disturbance and above-normal
temperatures on Monday, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said.

Once the western distur-
bance withdraws, the mercury
is likely to dip again, it added.

The western disturbance is
causing widespread snowfall in
the hills. Once it withdraws, the
mercury will fall again to four
to five degrees Celsius, the IMD
said. Light rain and snowfall
were witnessed in some parts
of Himachal Pradesh in the last
24 hours, officials said.

Kalpa received 1 mm snow-
fall, while Dharamshala wit-
nessed 2.2 mm and Saloni 2
mm rain, they added.

The Shimla Met centre has
issued a "yellow” warning for
thunderstorm, lightning in
the plains and low hills, and
for heavy rain and snowfall in
the mid-hills on Tuesday. It has
issued an "orange” warning for
heavy snowfall in the high hills
on January 5.

The tribal district of Lahaul
and Spiti's administrative cen-
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Pedestrians walk on a snow-covered road during heavy snowfall in

Srinagar

PIC/PTI

tre Keylong continued to be
the coldest place in the state
at minus 4.5 degrees Celsius.
Kalpa in Kinnaur district
recorded a low of minus 1.6
degrees Celsius.

Kashmir was cut off from
the rest of the country on Mon-
day as the arterial Jammu-Sri-
nagar national highway and
the Mughal road were closed
due to snowfall across the val
ley, leaving nearly 4,500 vehi-
cles stranded. An official of
the traffic control department
said snow-clearance opera-
tions were in full swing and
efforts were on to restore the
movement of the stranded

vehicles along the 260-kilome-
tre Jammu-Srinagar national
highway.

The official said nearly
4,500 vehicles, mostly trucks
carrying essentials to the valley,
are stranded at various places
along the highway. South Kash-
mir's Kulgam district received
the highest snowfall in the
Union Territory with two to
three feet of snow accumulated
at some places, the official said.

Flight operations to and
from Srinagar remained sus-
pended for the second consec-
utive day due to poor visibility.

The minimum temperature
improved at most places in the

2020 was 8th
warmest year

since 1901: IMD

valley due to the snowfall but
still stayed below the freezing
point, officials said.

The MeT office said mod-
erate to heavy snowfall with
isolated very heavy snowfall
is most likely to take place,
especially in south Kashmir,
Gulmarg, Banihal-Ramban,
Poonch, Rajouri, Kistawar
and Zanskar, Drass as well

as on the higher reaches of

Ladakh, for
from Monday.

Most parts of Haryana and
Punjab recorded above-nor-
mal minimum temperatures,
an official said. Chandigarh, the
joint capital of the two states,
recorded a low of 12.5 degrees
Celsius, seven notches above
normal, the official said.

In  Haryana, Ambala
recorded a minimum temper-
ature of 11.2 degrees Celsius,
Hisar 9.4 degrees Celsius and
Karnal 10.5 degrees Celsius

In Punjab, Amritsar, Lud-
hiana and Patiala recorded
a low of 11 degrees Celsius,

two

days

13.4 degrees Celsius and 12.5
degrees Celsius respectively,
up to eight notches above
normal.

Some places in Punjab
received rains the previous
day. Among them are Amritsar
(2.2 mm), Ludhiana (1.7 mm),
Pathankot (16 mm), Adampur
(0.8 mm) and Gurdaspur (6.7
mm).

Light to moderate rainfall
triggered by the western dis-
turbance was recorded at some
places in Rajasthan. Sawaimad-
hopur recorded 43 mm precip-
itation, followed by Kota (15.7
mm), Bundi (14 mm), Jaipur
(seven mm) and Chittorgarh
(four mm) in the 24 hours end-
ing at 8.30 am on Monday, offi-
cials said.

However, the night tem-
peratures increased by a few
notches. Pilani was the coldest
recorded place in the state with
a minimum temperature of
4.3 degrees Celsius. Jaisalmer,
Bikaner and Barmer recorded
their minimum temperatures
at 7.4, 9.4 and 9.8 degrees Cel-
sius respectively.

Light to moderate rain
coupled with thundershow-
ers occurred at many places in
Uttar Pradesh.

According to the mete-
orological department, state
capital Lucknow recorded a
minimum temperature of 14.6
degrees Celsius, while Alla-
habad recorded a low of 13.6
degrees Celsius.

Meanwhile, extreme
weather conditions led to the
death of more than 1,565 peo-
ple last year with thunderstorm
and lightning claiming the lives
of 815 of them, the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD)
said on Monday.

Bihar lost the maximum
number of 379 lives due to
flood, thunderstorm, light-
ning and cold wave, followed
by Uttar Pradesh (356), it said
in a report.

Further more, the year 2020
was the eight warmest since
1901 but it was “substantially
lower” than the highest warm-
ing observed in 2016, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Monday.

During the year, annual
mean land surface air temper-
ature averaged over the country
was 0.29 degree Celsius above
normal (based on the data of
1981-2010),” the IMD said in a
statement on Climate of India
during 2020,
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