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India, Bangla
to share water

use data
SPL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI, Jan 7: India
and Bangladesh have worked
out a consensus on sharing
data of water use from six
trans-border rivers. New
Delhi and Dhaka reached an
understanding at the two-day
virtual technical committee
meeting that concluded on
Wednesday. However, India
has so far not announced the
outcome of the meeting.

According to reports in
Bangladesh media, the two
countries have agreed to
share data of water use from
six common rivers — Manu,
Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti,
Dharla and Dudhkumar — as
both countries are working
on a water sharing deal.

India and Bangladesh have
54 common rivers but the
treaty on water sharing was
signed only on two rivers —
the Ganga river in 1996 and
the Feni river in 2019.
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India, Bangla to ...

(Contd from page 1)

Bangladesh and India began
talks on water sharing of the
rivers in August 2019 as the
two countries failed to sign the
Teesta water-sharing agree-
ment due to West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ban-
erjee’s stiff opposition in 2011.

During the water secretary-
level meeting of the two coun-
tries in August 2019, two tech-
nical commuttees were formed
—one on conducting feasibility
study on the optimum use of

water received under the Gan-
ga treaty and the other on data
collection of the six rivers.

Officials were quoted as say-
ing that once the data on wa-
ter usage by the two countries
is shared, they can develop the
water-sharing framework
agreement.

Bangladesh also proposed a
basin-wide river management.
That, however, requires shar-
ing of data on environmental
flow of the rivers, joint studies,
dredging. There was no con-

crete decision on this matter.

Bangladesh further said it
wanted to withdraw 153 cusec
of water from the Rahimpur
Canal for an irrigation project.
But India said they would seek
an opinion from the West Ben-
gal government.

Bangladesh also proposed a
joint study on the optimum use
of the Ganga water and these
issues would be discussed at
the secretary and ministerial
level meetings before finalisa-
tion, it was reported.

Deccan Chronicle 08-January-2021

AJAY KUMAR
LAUDS MISSION
BHAGIRATHA

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 7

Union Jal Jeevan Mission
director Ajay Kumar said that
there was no other drinking
water project like Mission
Bhagiratha in the country
Telangana was the only state
that supplied drinking water to
every household, and several
states were following the
model, Kumar said.

A four-member team led by
Ajay Kumar arrived in Hyd-
erabad to inspect the Mission
Bhagiratha project. They
inspected Survapet, Khamm-
am, Bhadrachalam, Mahbub-
nagar and Elluru segments as
part of their tour on Thursday,

Ajay Kumar's team inspected
the intake wells, filter beds and
supply of the water to houses.
They interacted with benefici-
aries in the villages.
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Frothing in Yamuna: Delhi govt
prepares nine-point action plan

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-
ernment has prepared a nine-
point action plan to prevent
frothing in the Yamuna due to
the discharge of untreated sew-
age in the river.

The plan, approved by the
Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC), lays down tar-
gets to be achieved by various
agencies, including the Delhi
Jal Board, Delhi Development
Authority and municipal cor-
porations, to prevent the dis-
charge of untreated wastewater
in the river.

According to the plan, Hary-
ana and Uttar Pradesh have
been asked to upgrade their
sewage treatment plants (STPs)
to standards prescribed by the
DPCC for treating the waste-

water entering the Yamuna
through Najafgarh drain and
Hindon cut canal,

Untreated sewage entering

the Yamuna from Haryana and

UP has on multiple occasions
led to an increase in ammonia
levels in the river water, affect-
ing drinking water supply in the
national capital, according to the
DJB. As per the plan, the UP
Irrigation Department has been
tasked with removing water hya-
cinths in the Okhla barrage by
March 31. The decomposition
of water hyacinths releases sur-
factants like phosphates, which
leads to frothing.

The D]B has to connect all
unauthorized colonies and set-
tlements to its sewerage system
by December 31 next year.

Till then, the utility has to
ensure that the sewage and sep-
tic tank waste from such colo-
nies is collected and transported
to sewage pumping stations
and sewage treatment plants
by authorized vendors which
is an ongoing exercise.

The water utility has to
upgrade its existing STPs to
meet the prescribed standards
of the DPCC by the end of next

year. The construction of new
STPs at Coronation Pillar and
Okhla has to be completed by
June 30, 2021 and December
31, 2022, respectively.

The two STPs will be able to
treat 70 MGD and 124 MGD
(million gallons of wastewater
per day), respectively.

All drain-owning agencies,
including DJB, DDA, MCDs
and PWD, have to impose envi-
ronmental compensation of
Rs 50,000 on those who dump
solid waste and sewage into the
drains. The DDA has to remove
all encroachments, including
dhobi ghats if any, from the
Yamuna floodplains by March
31, according to the action plan.

“Foam formation in the
Yamuna is due to the presence
of phosphates and surfactants
in the river. Foam is produced
when organic matter decom-
poses and releases fatty acids
that act as surfactants or surface
active agents,” the plan docu-
ment read.
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Govt clears 8 hydropower projects on Indus in Ladakh

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has cleared eight hydro-
power projects of 144 MW on
the Indus river and its tributar-
ies in Ladakh, the highest so far,
sources in the Jal Shakti Minis-
try said on Thursday.

At present, there are sev-
eral small projects, with a col-
lective capacity of 113 MW
on Indus in Ladakh, and the
new projects will have much
more capacity than those con-
structed so far, a senior offi-
cial added.

The official said the new
projects have been cleared by
the Central Water Commis-
sion as well as the Indus Com-
missioner after a separate
Union Territory of Ladakh was
announced last year.

These projects will come up
in Kargil and Leh districts of
Ladakh.

Because of its topography,
it is not feasible to construct

big hydropower projects in the
Ladakh region.

Durbuk Shyok (19 MW),
Shankoo (18.5 MW), Nimu
Chilling (24 MW), Rongdo (12
MW), Ratan Nag (10.5 MW)
hydropower projects have been
cleared for Leh, while Mang-
dum Sangra (19 MW), Kar-
gil Hunderman (25 MW) and
Tamasha (12 MW) have been
cleared for Kargil, the official
added.

Many of the existing proj-
ects as small as 1 MW of
capacity.

The construction of the
new projects will begin after

other mandatory clearances are
obtained, the official said.

“The designs of these proj-
ects have been certified as com-
pliant with the Indus Waters
Treaty by the Central Water
Commission. The information
on the design of these projects
is being provided to Pakistan as
per the provisions of the treaty,”
the official said.

“The development of proj-
ects on the Indus river has been
slow, especially in the Ladakh
region. Only two major proj-
ects have been constructed so
far --- Chutak project of 44
MW on Suru, a tributary of
the Indus, and Nimoo Bazgo
of 45 MW on the Indus.” the
official said.

Under the Indus Waters
Treaty between New Delhi and
Islamabad, the usage of water
of Indus and its five tributaries
flowing from India to Pakistan
have been divided.

The treaty specifies that
waters of three eastern rivers
namely Ravi, Beas and Sutlej,
have been reserved for India
while that of western rivers,
namely Indus, Chenab and Jhe-
lum, are for Pakistan.

However, India claims it has
unrestricted rights to develop
hydroelectric power projects
on the western rivers within the
specified parameters of design.
Of the total 168 million acre-
feet, India’s share of water from
Ravi, Beas and Sutlej is 33 mcf,
which is nearly 20 per cent.

India uses nearly 93-94 per
cent of its share under the Indus
Water Treaty. The rest of the
water remains unutilised and
goes to Pakistan. The efforts to
tap that water through a num-
ber of projects like Ujh Multi-
purpose project, Shahpurkandi
Dam project and the second
Ravi Beas Link are being made,
the official added. PTI
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3.04 cr new connections provided under
National Jal Jeevan Mission: Minister

New Delhi: MOS Rattan lal
Kataria reviewed the progress
of Jal Jeevan Mission, a flagship
programme of the
Government. A presentation
was made about the progress of
the Mission by Additional
Secretary, Department of
Drinking water and sanitation
Bharat Lal.

Kataria informed that since
Independence till August 2019,
a total of 3.23 crore rural
households (out of total 18.93
crore rural households) had tap
water connections, but in a
short span of 1 year alone, 3.04
crore new connections have
already been provided to rural
households under this mis-
sion. Jal Jeevan mission has set
an ambitious yet achievable tar-
get of giving piped water con-
nections to each and every
rural household with an
approach ensuring - ‘Mo one is

left out’

He informed that Goa is
the first state to provide 100%
piped connection and so far 27
Districts, 458 blocks, 33,516
Gram Panchayats, 66,210 vil-
lages have been declared to
have achieved
‘HarGharJal. Recently,
Kurukshetra became the 27th
District in India and 3rd in
Haryana to have achieved this
target.

He credited the success
primarily to the people of these
villages, Gram Panchayats,
PaaniSamitis, public health
authorities and other stake-
holders.

States of Telangana,
Gujarat, Haryana, UT of
Puducherry are close to achiev-
ing 100% coverage. States
which have made good
progress in terms of increasin
the coverage are - Himacha

Pradesh, Bihar,
Uttarakhand , Manipur,
Mizoram, UT of Andaman
and Nicobar.

For the Road Map ahead,
2 states ( Bihar, Telangana )and
2 UTs ( Puducherry, Andaman
& Nicobar } are expected to
achieve 100% coverage in the
year 2021. The Ministry is
working to  leverage
Information Technology to
provide latest and relevant
information about the progress
of this scheme in public
domain through web portal
and mobile apps.

MrKataria informed that
the project is ushering in a
silent revolution as water con-
nections are being provided to
all rural households without
any discrimination or bias
towards any particular caste,
community, religion, race or
color. PNS

Business Standard 08-January-2021

8 hydropower projects approved on Indus

The government has cleared eight
hydropower projects of 144 Mw on the Indus
river and its tributaries in Ladakh, the highest
so far, sources in the Jal Shakti Ministry said on
Thursday.

At present, there are several small projects,
with a collective capacity of 113 MW on Indus in
Ladakh, and the new projects will have much
more capacity than those constructed so far, a
senior official added.

The official said the new projects have
been cleared by the Central Water Commission
as well as the Indus Commissioner after a
separate Union Territory of Ladakh was
announced lastyear.

These projects will come up in Kargil and
Leh districts of Ladakh.

Because of its topography, it is not feasible
to construct big hydropower projects in the
Ladakh region.

Pl
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