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2% of Yamuna in Delhi to
blame for 76% of pollution

Dtlrnes.gmup .COm

New Delhi: The water guali-.

ty at Palla, where the Yamuna
enters Delhi, differs conside-
rably from the last ghat at Ag-
racanal inJaitpur

By the time the river rea-

ches Khajoori Paltoon Pool,
the third ghat downstream at
which Delhi Pollution Control
Committes (DPCC) measures
readings, the water quality is
already beyond the permissib-
le limits for both biological
oxveendemand (BOD) and dis-
solved oxygen (DO) levels,
The last readings collected
by DPCC on December 30, 2020,
showed six out of niné ghats
hada DO level of 9mg/1,
asitshould be 5 mg/1 or
to sustain aquatic life. Similar-
ly BOD levels, which should
not be aboved mg/1, werefound
to be as high as 70 mg/1 at the
point where the Shahdara dra-
In meets the Yamuna, indica-
ting the impact of considerab-
le sewage entering the river.
While high ammonia has
remained a conecern over the
past two months, disrupting
the water supply, the river's
water guality has remained
toxic, deteriorating even with
no immersion taking place,
While Supreme Court took
suo motu cognisance of the
pollution levels on Wednesday
and issued notices to five sta-

tes, including Delhi, as well as
Central Pollution Control Bo-

“ard (CPCB), little seems to be

changingon the ground.
Delhi accounts for amajor
chunk of the pollution in the
river, largely owing tountrea-
ted sewage directly entering
it. The process to tap all colo-
nies and connect them to se-
wage treatment plants (8TT)
may still take over two years,
even by agency timelines,
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According to the National

Green Tribunal-appointed
Yamuna Monitoring Com-
mittee, astreteh in Delhi that

accounts for less than 2% of
the river contributes to 76%
aof the total pollution. The
committee had also recom-
mended that NGT ask both
DPCC and CPCB to analyse
and share reports each
month of the water quality.
Manoj Mishra, convener
of Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan,
said while Haryana could be

blamed for the high ammonia
levels, the pollution in the ri-
varwas all Delhi’s doing. “'We
have seen timelines and goal-
posts shift each year and we
are yet to see Delhi's drains
trapped and connected to
STPs. Until that is done, there
will be no improvement. Ho-
wever, it seems unlikely that
even the new timelines will
beadhered to," he added.
DPCC's data showed while
the Yamuna stayved relatively
clean at Palla as well as Surg-
hat, water quality deteriorates
hw the time it reaches Khajoori
Paltoon Pool, which falls down-
stream of the Najafgarh drain.
While DO readings were 74
mg/1at Surghatand 7.9 mg/1 at

. § _Palla, they plummeted o zero
' at Khajoori and remained zero

through the remaining course
of the river in Delhi, barring
Nizamuddin bridge, where a
reading of 0.7 mg/] was recor-
ded. The BOD readings were1.2
mg/1 and 2.6 mg/1 at Palla and

Surghat, vely, spiking
to 38 mgﬂm‘m.

Incidentally a spike in
BOD concentration was seen
after wastewater was intro-
duced in the river through ne-
arby drains. While the Najaf-
garh drain impacted rea-
dings at Khajoori, the highest
BOD concentration of 70
mg/l was recorded at Okhla
barrage, where the river me-
ets Shahdara drain.



EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Thoothukudi

EVEN as several acres of crops
awaiting harvest have been
damaged by the rains, Revenue
Minister R B Udhayakumar
appealed to farmers not to
worry as the “Chief Minister
has directed the officials to
survey the affected areas for
disbursing compensation.”

The minister inspected the
affected areas and held a re-
view meeting with officials at
the Collectorate in the pres-
ence of Minister Kadambur C
Raju on Thursdav.

Speaking to the media, Ud-
hayakumar said abundant
rains in the catchment areas
filled the dams at the foothills
of the Western Ghats. “The
surplus water released from
Papanasam, Manimutharu,
Servalaru, Gadananathi and
Ramanathi dams flooded the
low-lying areas. The chief
minister has directed the col-
lectors of Thoothukudi,
Tirunelveli and Tenkasi to
shift people from low-lying ar-
eas to relief centres. To com-
pensate the crop damage
caused by cyelones Burevi and
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‘RYOTS NEEDN'T WORRY
ABOUT DAMAGED CROPS

Revenue Min says CM has told officials to disburse compensation

Nivar, funds of ¥565.46 crore
and ¥487 crore respectively
were credited to the bank ac-
counts of the farmers con-
cerned,” he said.
Udhayakumar said a rain-
fall level of 108 mm in
Thoothukudi town, which is
extremely high for January,
was unexpected. After inspect-
ing the damage to paddy fields

along Agaram village on the
banks of Thamirabarani, the
minister said that the damage
to the crops was apparent both
in rain-fed and irrigated
areas.

He said the State govern-
ment would stand with the
farmers. “Farmers should not
worry as the chief minister
has directed the agriculture
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and revenue departments to
survey the fields damaged by
rains on a war-footing manner
to distribute compensation.
The total extent of damage due
to the rains will be known only
after the water drains out of
the fields,” he said.

The minister said collectors
were to decide on reopening
the schools.
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Jainreviews projects toaugment water supply across Delhi

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 15 JANUARY

Delhi Minister for Water and
Delhi Jal Board (D]B) Chair-
man, Satyendar Jain, on Fri-
day reviewed water augmen-
tation projects to ensure an
increase in water supply across
the city before the summer sea-
son.

A meeting for the purpose
was convened to review the sta-
tus of various ongoing projects
of the DJB, including water aug-

mentation and installation of
tubewells at Haiderpur and
Chandrawal water treatment
plants.

Jain instructed DJB offi-
cials to ensure completion of
all the projects before summer.

In the meeting, Jain was
informed that the water treat-
mentcapacity was being aug-
mented at Haiderpur by 16
MGD and at Chandrawal by
12 MGD. Also, ammonia
removal plants are being
installed at Ranney wells in East

Delhi which will augment
supplyby4 MGD.The Bawana
water treatment plant also
has the potential to give an extra
output of 2 MGD.

The minister instructed
the DJB officials that all pro-
jects should be completed
before the summer 0f2021 and
thatno file should be kept pend-
ing for more than 24 hours at
any level for these projects.

He said providing water
was the top priority of the
Delhigovernmentand a green

corridor should be provided
for the processing of all the files
aimed at immediate aug-
mentation in water supply.
"We are trying to add 34
MGD before April 2021 that can
cater toaround 1.5lakh house-
holds. The Delhi government
has already laid pipelines in
1622 colonies and released
water in 1571 colonies. This
additional water will provide
relief to around 7.5 lakh pop-
ulation and reduce stress on
pipelines." Jain added.
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Concern at unabated encroachment on Guwahati wetlands

If the Guwahati Water Bodies (Preservation and
Conservation) Act, 2008 along with the subsequent
amendment of 2010 is implemented properly, the
waterlogging problem of the city can be effectively
solved, says SGBG

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Jan 15: Ex-
pressing concern at the una-
bated encroachment on wet-
lands in and around Guwahati,
NGO Save Guwahati Build
Guwahati (SGBG) has said that
if the Guwahati Water Bodies
(Preservation and Conserva-
tion) Act, 2008 along with the
subsequent amendment of
2010 1s implemented proper-
ly, the waterlogging problem
of the city can be effectively
solved.

Criticismg the Guwahati De-
velopment Department
(GDD) and the Guwahati Met-
ropolitan Development Au-

thority (GMDA) for adopting
an indifferent attitude towards
the perennial problems of the
city, the NGO said that super-
ficial beautification drives
won't be of any help unless
core issues concerning the his-
toric city are addressed.

“Every time, flash floods
make headlines during the
monsoons. Subsequently,
measures to address the issue
are also announced by the gov-
ernment. However, as soonas
the rainy season 1s over, the
1ssue s forgotten too,” SGBG
president Krishno K Borooah
stated.

“SGBG from its inception
has been demanding eviction

of encroachers from the wet-
lands and water bodies, be-
cause of whom Guwahatians
have sleepless nights. One of
the main causes of artificial
flood in the city is mindless fill-
ing of wetlands flouting all the
existing norms,” the NGO of-
fice-bearer added.

Although the government
had enacted the Guwahati
Water Bodies (Preservation
and Conservation) Act 2008

and its subsequent amend-
ment of 2010, its half-hearted
implementation led to more
complications, rather than
solving the problem, the
SGBG said, alleging that the
department concerned and also
the government, were play-
ing the role of mute specta-
tors to unabated illegal en-
croachments on water bodies.

“Guwahati has a very big
catchment area surrounded by

hills. During the rainy season,
a major portion of the water
coming down from Meghalaya
flows through Dispur towards
the natural water bodies Sil-
sako and Bondajan and towards
the River Brahmaputra. This
flow gets obstructed due to l-
legal encroachments, causing
waterlogging in the city areas.
Of late, the GMDA has indi-
rectly promoted illegal activi-
ties. An area covering 30

bighas under dag No. 603 lo-
cated in the wetland of Silsa-
ko, earlier allotted to Griha
Nirman Samiti, was later giv-
en to another private party,
flouting the norms.
“Unfortunately, there has
been a concerted effort by
some people with vested in-
terest to encroach on govern-
ment land and water bodies by
violating all ecological norms
and jeopardising the future of
Guwahati city,” SGBG work-
ing president Ajoy Dutta said.
The SGBG also reacted to
reports of the Assam Don Bo-
sco University (ADBU) ille-
gally cutting earth inside the
Amechang Wildlife Sanctuary: It

has demanded a thorough in-
quiry into the matter.

“Earlier also, such allega-
tions had surfaced and the mat-
ter was also reported in the
media, but no inquiry report
came out in public,” the NGO
office-hearer said.

“While poor people are
evicted during the periodic
eviction drives, the powerful
lobbies, encroaching upon larg-
er plots of land often go scot
free. We demand a total im-
plementation of the Water
Bodies Actand other land laws,
and proper action against those
flouting the norms, irrespe:
tive of their financial status,’
the NGO added.
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