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CHANDIGARH, 18 JANUARY

Haryana Chief Minister,
Manohar Lal Khattar, on Mon-
day urged the Central gov-
ernment to allocate Rs 5000
crore in the Union Budget
2021-2022 for execution of
various important projects
in the state.

The Haryana CM made
this requestwhile participat-
ing in a pre-budget meeting
held by Union finance min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman
throughvideo conferencing.

During themeeting, Khat-
tar apprised the finance min-
ister about the financial
requirements for various
important projects of Haryana.

The CM whileinteracting
with reporters after the meet-
ing, theCM informed that for
the restoration of short term
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H'vana CM seeks 5,000 cr from
central budget for crucial projects

irrigation projects and ponds,
Haryana has demanded a
grant of Rs 1000 Crore in the
Union Budget, 2021-2022.
While, Rs 1000 Crore are being
demanded for the develop-

ment of the National Capital
Region. Inthe Union Bud get,
2021-2022, Haryanahas also
demanded Rs 3000 Crore for
ruraldevelopment, Covid-19
management, health and basic

medical facilities, he said.
Meanwhile, the Haryana
government has made it
mandatory tohave a 'Parivar
Pehchan Patra’ forregistration
ofRabicropson the 'Meri Fasal

MeraByora" portal. While giv-
inginformation in this regard
an official spokesperson of
agriculture andfarmers’ wel-
fare department said that the
registration of Rabi cropshas
been started by the state gov-
emment on the "Meri Fasal
Mera Byora' portal from 16Jan-
uary.

The spokesperson said
thatit ismandatory for farm-
ers to register their crops on
this portal to sell their agri-
cultural produce in mandisand
take advantage of schemes
related to agriculture or hor-
ticulture department.

He informed that thisreg-
istration can also be done
through the Common Ser-
vice Centre. He has appealed
to the farmers to get their
crops registered on the por-
tal fasal haryvana.govin through
their Parivar Pehchan Patra.
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IMD to give month-wise rainfall forecast from coming monsoon season: DG

NEW DELHI: To better its
monsoon forecast, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) will use the multi-model
ensemble approach and also
give a monthly outlook for the
four months of the rainfall sea-
son, its director general said on
Monday.

The IMD will also give a
flood warning forecast to the
Central Water Commission for
five days, IMD DG Mrutun-
jay Mohapatra added. It cur-
rently gives flood forecasts for
three days. Addressing a day-
long seminar on 'Annual Mon-

soon E-Workshop and National
E-symposium on Cloud Precipi-
tation, Mohapatra admitted that
the forecast for Southwest Mon-
soon, 2020 was not accurate.
The seminar was attended by
senior scientists of the Ministry
of Earth Sciences institutions
and senior meteorologists of the
IMD. On the monsoon forecasts
for 2021, Mohapatra said, "We
will be using the multi-model
ensemble approach for forecast-
ing Southwest Monsoon 2021."
This will include other
dynamical models, which give
weightage to different param-

eters while issuing forecasts,
Currently, forecasts are
made using the Monsoon Mis-

sion Coupled Forecasting Sys-
tem (MMCES) and Statistical
Ensemble Forecasting System

(SEFS). "We will also try to give
monthly forecasts for all the four
months of monsoon,” Mohapa-
tra added.

June to September are, offi-
cially, the rainfall months of
the country.

Currently, the IMD does not
give a forecast for June. How-
ever, it does give forecasts for
every two weeks. June being the
sowing week in many parts of
the country, the IMD is aiming
to provide forecasts for June as
well as the other three months,

The IMD had made a fore-
cast of normal rainfall last year

but the country received above
normal rainfall.

“The seasonal forecast
assessment was not that good.
We could sense the trend that
it is going to be a good year but
quantitatively, (but) the forecast
performance was not accurate
as expected with respect to sea-
sonal rainfall. "Similarly, with
respect to rainfall during July
and August, we could not pre-
dict well. It was beyond the error
limit. Except the onset for the
monsoon forecast, other fore-
casts went wrong for the sea-
son,” Mohapatra said. ~ MPOST
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