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NEW DELHI: Water supply in
parts of south, east and north-
cast Delhi remained partially
affected on Monday as siit and
debris from the flash floods in
Uttarakhand's Chamoli district
increased turbidity in the Ganga
river forcing Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) to operate at reduced
capacity.

The body's vice-chairperson
Raghav Chadha, however, said
the water utility has overcome
the issue and supply will be nor-
mal by Tuesday.

Turbidity is the measure of
relative clarity of a liquid. It is
measured in NTU. High turbidity
can be caused by debris, silt,
mud, algae, plant pieces, melting
glaciers, sawdust, wood ashes or
chemicals in the water.

Chadha visited DJB's Bhagira-
thi Water Treatment Plant
(WTP) to take stock of the situa-
tion. “We treat the raw Ganga
water which comes from the
Upper Ganga Canal at Muradna-
gar and provide it to Delhi
households. But, due to the
calamity in Uttarakhand, the
quality of water has worsened.
The water which we are getting
now is of very poor quality as it
has a lot of dirt and other parti-
cles. Water quality is measured
in nephelometric turbidity units
(NTU) which touched 8,000,
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Water supply back to normal,
says DJB after Chamoli impact

Supply to be normal today: DJB

WHAT THE SPIKE IN TURBIDITY LEVELS
PROBLEM WAS Figures in nephelometric turbidity units, or NTU

» The water which ln Permissible
Delhi recelves saw turbidity

a sharp spike in Bhagirathi water m
the levels of dirt, treatment plant 1
due to the glacier =
breach at . Sonia Vihar
Uttarakhand.

The production capacity of water
treatment plants in Bhagirathi and Sonia
Vihar were capped, to curb the NTU spike

® Az a result, the
water's turbidity,
an indicator of the
clarity of a liguid,
Was in some areas
B0 or 90 times
above the
permissible limit.

AREAS AFFECTED

Greater Kailash-2, Defe ny, Vigyan
Vihar, South Extension-2, Kailash Colony,
Jamia Nagar, Panchsheel Enclave, Krishna
Nagar, Jafrabad, Seelampur

while the permissible limit is
100,” said Chadha.

Chadha said the DJB shut
down the Sonia Vihar and Bhagi-

rathi WTPs. The production
capacity of these plants was
brought down to combat the sit-
uation, he said. These plants

together provide around 250
MGD water per day.

“Due to high level of dirt in the
raw water, supply was affected
in areas of south, east and north-
east Delhi. In Bhagirathi treat-
ment plant, water NTU has been
reduced from 8000 to 960 and in
Sonia Vihar it has been brought
down from 8200 NTU to 1000,”
said Chadha.

Residents in several areas
complained nil or irregular sup-
ply on Monday. These include
Greater Kailash-2, Defence Col-
ony, Vigyan Vihar, South Exten-
sion-2, Kailash Colony, Jamia
Nagar, Panchsheel Enclave,
Krishna Nagar, Jafrabad, Seel-
ampur among others.

The DJB in a statement said
the Bhagirathi water treatment
plant (WTP) is now working at
100% and Sonia Vihar at 80%
capacity. In many areas, resi-
dents had to buy water cans or
rely on tankers to meet the water
shortage. RWAs also issued
instructions to residents to judi-
ciously use water for a few days.

Sanjay Rana, president,
Greater Kailash-2 RWA, said
there was no prior intimation
about the disruption of water
supply hence people could not
fill their tanks or store water,

“There had been no supply of
water since Sunday evening. The
autharities told us about the
water crisis only on Sunday
evening, saying that there will be

no supply in the evening and
next (Monday) morning as well.
This led to water shortage in
almost every household in the
area. People had to buy 20-litre
water cans for their daily
chores,” Rana said.

He added that the DIB offi-
cials have assured them that the
supply would become normal by
Tuesday.

Ranjeet Singh, president,
Defence Colony RWA, said there
was no water supply in the area.
“Water supply was impacted in
the colony since Sunday evening,
and there was no supply today.
Noone got the opportunity to fill
their tanks or store extra water
as there was no prior intima-
tion,” Singh said.

Several areas in east Delhi
were also due to the break in
supply.

BS Vohra, president of a joint
forum of east Delhi RWAS said in
some areas such as Vigyan
Vihar, Preet Vihar among others
there was no water supply on
Monday. In other areas, bad
quality water was supplied for a
short duration.

On the allegations that there
was no prior information, a DJB
spokesperson said, “The infor-
mation was shared through
social media handles. It was
tweeted during the day on Sun-
day by the vice chairperson and
most MLAs also sent out messa-
ges to RWA groups.”
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YOGI SAYS TAKE
INITIATIVE TO
CLEAN YAMUNA

Lucknow,/Mathura: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Sunday called
upon the Delhi government
to take some initiative to
clean the Yamuna river on
the lines of the Centre's
Mamami Gange campaign to
clean the Ganga. "How we
cleaned the river Ganga was
watched by the entire world
during the glorious Prayvagraj
Kumbh. The cleanliness of
the river Ganga and the effi-
ciency with which it was
achieved came in for huge
praise from international
organisations like UNESCO,”
said Adityanath. “Similarly,
anyone visiting Kanpur can
see the cleanliness of the
Ganga river there," he
added. The chief minister
said some efforts should
have been made by the Delhi
government to clean the
Yamuna but lamented that
nothing was done in this
regard. "The Delhi govern-
ment should at least take
some initiative. The Centre's
Jal Shakti Department can
take care of it later,” he said.
The chief minister made the
remarks while addressing
Kumbh Poorv Vaishnav
Baithak, 2021, an annual tra-
ditional meeting of saints
before the Kumbh. As per
the tradition, saints will now
proceed to Haridwar Kumbh,
a UP government statement
said here in Lucknow after
the chief minister’s day-long
visit to Mathura. — PT/
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Haryana govt approves
a project for revival of
Saraswati River

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH: Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
said that State Government
has approved a project for
the revival of Saraswati River.
Under this, Saraswati Dam,
Saraswati Barrage and Saras-
wati Reservoir will be con-
structed at Adi Badri.

Besides this, interlinking of
Markanda River and Saraswati
River through Kainthla sup-
ply channel will also be done.
On completion of this proj-
ect, about 894 hectare meter of
flood water will be diverted to
Saraswati reservoir. The dam is
being designed by the Central
Water Commission.

The Chief Minister shared
this information while address-
ing a seminar organized on
the theme 'Saraswati River-
New Perspectives and Heri-
tage Development’ during the
ongoing International Saras-

wati Festival-2021 being orga-
nized at Adi badri in district
Yamunanagar on Monday.
Chief Minister joined the semi-
nar organized by Vidya Bharti
Sanskriti Sansthan and Hary-
ana Sarasvati Heritage Devel-
opment Board through video
conferencing.

He said that that the credit
of the progress which is being
made in the work related to the
discovery of river Saraswati,
goes to Late Darshan Lal Jain.
Though he is not with us today,
his thoughts are still with us
and reviving Saraswati River
while following the path shown
by him will be a true tribute to
him, said the Chief Minister.

Manohar Lal said that all
the doubts regarding existence
of Saraswati River have been
resolved and scientific evidence
has been found for its flow. He
said that Haryana is globally
known as the cradle of Vedic
culture.



VAISHALI VIJAYKUMAR

§ ot only the thirsty seek the wa-
ter; the water as well seeks the
thirsty” said the Persian poet
Rumi. While these lines may

not have been penned for India’s pub-

lic wells, but it sure seems to have
quenched the thirst of community
service for two organisations —

Cuckoo Forest School and Akarmaa

Foundation.

A year back, the two organisations
collaborated to revive the wells of
Tamil Nadu — which are not just a
source of water, but also places of
congregation, a holy spot that villag-
ers swear to during Panchayat meet-
ings — and set up the Public Well Re-
vival Movement. Beginning with
their work for a well in Pulivanur,
the team has sinee restored a few oth-
ers in and around Tiruvannamalai.
“The project is an ode to Swami Ni-
gamananda, a Hindu monk, who
went on a hunger strike for 115 days
to save the river Ganga from pollu-
tion; and Anupam Mishra, an envi-
ronmentalist and water conserva-
tionist, who worked on promoting
water conservation, water manage-
ment and traditional rainwater har-
vesting technigques,” savs Madhu
Manjari, an architect and volunteer.
Aadivur, Dhuruvam, Avvampalavam
and Narthampatti are the other vil-
lages where the wells have been
revived.

In support of the Public Well Re-
vival Movement, a calendar for the
vear 2021 has been designed, which
ilustrates the activities of the move-
ment in the form of detachable post-
cards. “Every well has a story and a
rich history behind it. We will ex-
pand the project to villages across
different parts of Tamil Nadu. As of
now, the 2021 calendar is to support
the efforts of the Public Well Revival
Movement. Although we plan to give
it for free to people who order, we ac-
cept Munds from well-wishers who
want to contribute. The proceedings
will go towards the revival of wells
in and around Tiruvannamalai,” as-
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Organitions water a
well-intentioned project

sures Manjari.

Giving us an overview of the proc-
ess behind reviving a well, Manjari
explains, “Either we identify the
wiells on our own or the villagers help
us do so. After informing the senior
authority of the area, we go about
with the work. The well is dewatered
with a motor. The dust particles ac-
cumulated over the vears in the bot-
tom surface of the well is cleaned.
This thereby helps to keep the
groundwater table healthy. After
which, desilting happens. Then, we
construct the periphery and pathway
around the well. The outer surface of
the well is painted with pictures to
give it a final touch.”

While a few local villagers were
initially apprehensive, the project
gained momentum when children
and some youngsters stepped up to
lend a helping hand. “Each well takes
a month or two to be revived depend-
ing on the size and the work required.
Most of these wells were constructed
by people in the neighbourhood and

the panchayat leader So even for the
project, many did not think twice to
pool in funds,” points out Manjari.

Additionally, a database is being
created of all the public wells across
India as an open collaborative map,
where photos and locations of the
weells can be uploaded by anvone with
a phone. A technical manual for well
restoration is also being prepared
that can be taken up by anybody
“Soon after people started using tap
water; the old charms of a well began
to fade, We need to pass on the stories
of the historical and cultural signifi-
cance of these wells to voungsters to
instil ownership and responsibility
in them. We are encouraging people
to bring to our notice of wells that
need attention. After all, the wells
have been giving water to people
without expecting anything in re-
turn. The least we can do is to main-
tain them,” sums up Manjari.

People who wish to receive or gift
the calendar can fill in the form
hittps.// bit.ly/2X8S6 Kr



SAI MANISH
New Delhi, 15 February

It took 16 years before a hydro
project, now destroyed twice,
would start generating power.
When it would finally start
generating power in 2012, it
would do so for barely four years
before being obliterated by the
nature’s fury. And, when its new
owners would seek to rebuild
the dam at the same site, the
furious river would again sweep
it into oblivion.

That’s one part of the story
of the Rishiganga hydroelectric
project. In another, beyond the
curse of the nature, there is a
mix of strange events that make
this 13.2-Mw project, located at
Raini village in Uttarakhand’s
Chamoli district, look like it was
never meant to be.

Thework onthe project com-
menced in 1996, with a Kolkata-
based realtor bagging the con-
tract. Not much work done fora
decade, the project was later
taken over by two Ludhiana-

based business families. That
was when things seemed to have
started going awry. The two fam-
ilies — the Mehras and the
Nagraths — were partners in
various businesses — from milk
to paints, chemicals, and many
others. The Mehras were mostly
majority shareholders and the
Nagraths minority shareholders
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in many of these companies,

including
project.
A trouble over business deal-
ings appeared to have erupted
sometime in 2012, a year after
Rakesh Mehra, the patriarch of
the family reportedly died in a
freak boulder strike at the site
of the Rishiganga project. The
Nagraths claimed in court that
they were victims of “oppres-
sion and mismanagement” by
the Mehras and alleged that
they were fraudulently ousted
from the board of all companies,
including the flagship Rajit
Paints. This, the Nagarths
claimed, was executed by the
Mehras by forging their share
transfers and resignation letters
from the board of directors — a
coup of sorts. Besides police
complaints, petitions were filed

the Rishiganga

A damjinxed, twicedestroyed

. ing loans lifted. This, they

claimed, was preventing them
from raising ¥42 crore needed
to build the dam with their
licences on the verge of cancel-
lation. Additionally, Rampur

. Hydro had paid almost 33 crore

against the Mehras and their
companies in New Delhi’s com-
pany law tribunal.

The feud between the two

inemployee salaries and exten-
sion fees to the Himachal
Pradesh government for its
delay in implementing the proj-
ect from 2008 to 2014. Rampur
Hydro’s %45 crore

Uttarakhand flash floods. From
a revenue of almost 36 crore in
2016, its cash flow dried up after
the disaster. With the dam
wrecked and its liabilities bey-
ond its assets, the Rishiganga
project was put on the chopping
block. Documents show that
Rishiganga Power Corporation
owed its creditors ¥164 crore.
Much of the money was owed
to Punjab National Bank, which

took a haircut of 70

contention would The dam was crore in the resolu-

®> eerily resonate in Sweptawayforthe tion deal. With the
Rishiganga a few firsttimeinthe Mehras and Nag-
yearsdown the line, 2016 Uttarakhand  ra1hs unable to sal-
The Nagraths, floods.Froma vage the project and
meanwhile, con- revenue ql'almost repay their dues, the
tinued with their Y6crore,itscash  companywas put th-
claimsthatthey had flow dried up rough the insolvency

after the disaster

co-promoters was apparent ina
case involving a company called
Rampur Hydro, which had been
chosen in 2008 to be the inde-
pendent power producer (IPP)
for developing a 5-Mw plant in
Himachal Pradesh’s Shimla dis-
trict. The Nagraths’ petition in
the Delhi tribunal led to an
injunction, in which Rampur
Hydro was prohibited from rais-
ing loans from banks by mort-
gaging assets. The company had
won the contract for a 5-Mw
power project in Shimla in 2008
for which work had still not
started. The Mehras had sold off
their shareholding to a Delhi-
based company, which now
wanted the restrictions on rais-

been fraudulently
divested of their
shares from Rampur Hydro and
were victims of fraud and for-
gery. On January 24, 2014, the
tribunal lifted the restrictionson
raising loans — effectively repu-
diating the Nagraths' claims that
they had been unfairly ousted
by the Mehras.

Documents from the
Registrar of Companies show
that the two families continued
to be co-promoters in the
Rishiganga project — at least on
paper. But barely four years
after the dam became opera-
tional in 2012, it was swept away
for the first time in the 2016

resolution process.

An email sent to
Rohit Nagrath, who runs a paint
business in Ludhiana, remained
answered at the time of publish-
ing. The Mehras could not be
contacted. A former employee
of their milk business said that
the business had shutshop. The
Ministry of Corporate Affairs
had disqualified the two mem-
bers of the family from acting
as directors in any company
under a clean-up drive in 2018
for a period of five years. Their
responses will be published
when received.

Full report on business-standard.com
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TAPOVAN/DEHRADUN,
15 FEBRUARY

earchandrescue oper-

ations continued for

the eighth day at the

flash flood hit areas in
district Chamoli on Monday.
With the recoveryoffourbod-
ieson Monday thetoll mount-
ed to 56. Thedevastating flash
flood created ripples on 7
February in a remote part of
Chamoli. 5till, 148 people
remain missing.

Three bodies were recov-
ered from the Tapovan tunnel
and one from Maithana.

Extensive search opera-
tions have been going on at
the Tapovan Tunnel since the
last eight days.

Afterusing earthmovers for
about one week, trrucks were
used for ferrying debris from
the tunnel. So far 30 bodies
have been identified.

Uttarakhand police have
preserved the DNA samples
of unidentified bodies of the
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Chamoliflash flood tollrises
t056;148remainmissing

U'khand police have preserved DNAsamples of unidentified bodies, search operationscontinue

-

£/ e 2 g Rt g S
State Disaster Relief Force jawans installing water level sensor

and alarm system near Reni village in Chamoli on Monday.» s1s

Chamoli flash flood.
According to Chamoli
police a total of 56 family
members have submitted
their DNA samplesfor match-
ingwith the samples ofuniden-
tified bodies.Water level sen-
sor and alarm system was
installed for monitoring the
flow of Rishiganga. Afteranarti-
ficial lake formed in the
upstream of Rishiganga, this
monitoring gadget was sta-
tioned near Renivillage. The

rescuers managed to clear
debris till 135 Mtsinside the
Tapovan tunnel.

Garhwal Commissioner
Ravinath Raman hosted a
meeting of different agen-
cies involved in the operation.
In the meeting it was decid-
ed to use more machines for
recovering bodiesfrom Tapo-
van barrage site, intake tun-
nel, etc.

Meanwhile officials said the
other approach atreachingthe

trapped workers bywidening
a hole drilled into the tunnel
systemdoes not appear to be
working. A camera ortube can-
not be inserted as the holeis
choked with sludge.

Rescuing the trapped peo-
pleis now possible only with
the help of excavators, said
Chamoli District Magistrate
Swati S Bhadauria.

They continue to dredge out
the sludge from the mnnel,
making slow progress.

Asked about the chances
of survival of thosemissing or
trapped, the district magistrate
said, “We must always try to
be hopeful when the cir-
cumstances are adverse.”

Families of some of the
missing peoplecontinue their
vigil near the tunnel, pluck-
ingup the courage to take a
look every time a body is
brought out. But many are
beginning now to return to
their homes. Therelatives of
Jitendra, a resident of Jammu
brought out dead from the
tunnel on Sunday, are also

packing up to leave. His
younger brother Pawan said
seven of them hadcome from
Jammu after hearingabout the
disaster. Jitendra's phone was
switched off. “We had been
scouring different areas of
Tapovan and Joshimath for
four days in search of Jiten-
dra until his bodywas brought
outof the tunnel on Sunday.
Itstragic,” he said.

Alam Singh Pundir'sbody,
the first to be pulled out of the
tunnel on Sunday, has also
been handed over to his rel-
atives who arrived in Tapovan
justaday after the flash flood.

Those pulled outfromthe
tunnel so far appear to be of
workers who ran towards its
mouth in an attempt to get out
but got bogged down in the
slush that was gushingin, an
NTPC officials said.

Electricitysupply hasbeen
restored in all affected villages
except Pang, where solar
lanternshave been provided
toresidents for the time being
the district magistrate said.
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